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1. INTRODUCTION
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace
and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11.
These were the guiding spiritual pathways for the Youth during the pandemic in
2020. We are well aware that all the things that we achieved in the Archdiocese
would not have been possible without the Hand of the Lord.
With a sense of fulfillment I, Fathima Anthony the Youth President of the
Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam feel immensely happy to send the Annual Report
of the year 2020. Though this year faced it challenges due to the pandemic and
numerous ups and downs, it had its share of successes because the Holy Spirit and
Jesus our Lord were working through us. It gave the Youth an opportunity to
sustain our Christian faith in all spheres of life, overcoming the challenges and
doing the service to witness the love of Christ.

2. OFFICE BEARERS
1. Patron of the Ministry - Archbishop Rt Rev Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash

2. Director – Fr. Arji Prakash
3. President – Ms. Fathima Anthony
4. Vice President – Mr. Anil
5. Secretary – Ms. Mounica Rosy Samad
6. Joint Secretary – Mr. Akil
7. Treasurer – Ms. Haritha
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3. DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION OF THE
YOUTH MINISTRY IN VISAKHAPATNAM
ARCHDIOCESE
I am presenting the involvement of the Youth in their numbers in each of our
parishes across the Archdiocese.

3.1. Visakha Urban: 510 (approximately)
1. Arilova - 25
2. Bheemili - 20
3. Butchirajpalem - 20
4. Chinna Waltair - 15
5. Co-Cethedral - 25
6. Ganapuram - 35
7. Gajuawaka - 35
8. Kailasapuram - 30
9. Muralinagar - 25
10. Madhurawada - 25
11. Maharanipeta - 40
12. Narva - 15
13. Peendurthi - 25
14. Steel Plant - 30
15. Saligrampuram - 20
16. Sagar Nagar - 20
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17. Seethamadara - 30
18. Vadlapudi - 25
19. Venkojipalem -25

3.2. Vizag Rural Deneary - 350
3.3. Vizayanagaram Deneary- 400
3.4. East Godavari Deneary- 300

4. FUNCTIONS OF THE YOUTH MINISTRY:
The progress in the spirituality vis-à-vis the social life of the youth in the
Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam are very much appreciable along with their attitude
to serve the church in different levels according to the talents received from God.
The Leadership provided by His Grace Most Rev Mallavarapu Prakash,
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam is indeed commendable because he accepts new
ideas. The ever vibrant and youthful Director, Fr. Arji Prakash always came up
with fresh innovative methods to involve the Youth who need a catalyst like him.
The Youth could achieve so much only because of his willingness to work with us
on any Project and bring out the best in us.
The support of the Youth Diocese President Ms. Fatima Antony and the Vice
President Mr. Anil besides the Secretary Ms. Monica Rosy Samad’s untiring and
relentless efforts made each event a success with meticulous planning and
execution.

4.1. The Annual Programs:
The following spiritual Programs were conducted effectively:
1. Unity prayer
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2. Papa PachyathpapadhaYathra:
3. Annual Retreat
4. Pota Retreat
5. Power Retreat
6. Sangheethothsavam
7. City Youth Christmas
8. Bi Monthly City Youth Prayer Meeting
9. Prayer Meets to the youth groups in many parishes
10. Adoration services in the parishes

5. PROGRAMMES AT THE TIME OF COVID-19
This is the time, which shook the world irrespective of creed, caste and social
status. The rich and poor, educated or uneducated, children or youth everybody
had been living with an unknown fear and this was also an opportune time to
engage the youth who had more free time with spiritual programs so that they may
not go astray from the church and become closer to the Lord. Hence the
Archdiocese came up with thoughtful and unique programs like:

5.1. Online Competitions: we conducted like singing, One minute Speech
Competition and Fancy Dress

5.2. Conducting meetings in the Parishes:
We went as a group to Parishes and conducted the youth Meetings and asked them
to pray for the eradication of Corona and special prayers for the people who are
affected with COVID -19. It was a great experience for the youth during those
moments of prayer because they felt the Lord touching almost every young person
and made a difference to the people who were really suffering.
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5.3. The Month wise Calendar of events are given below:
5.3.1. AUGUST:
1. National Youth Sunday: I’m happy to inform that we have celebrated the
National Youth Sunday on the second Sunday in the month of August (09-082020). Even though We could not succeed in having a Program on 8th August in the
Pastoral Centre, many parishes celebrated the National Youth Sunday. I thank each
and every Parish Priest and Institutional Heads for making the day a very special
one and successful. We also conducted Online competitions i.e., instrumental,
poetry, Preaching on the theme, and poetry. All these competitions have same
Theme of the year – “Young man, I say to you arise” Competitions were held both
in English and Telugu and it is at the individual level (not in group).

5.3.2. SEPTEMBER:
1. Installation of Youth group at Eleswaram Parish: Fr.Thomas Elwankal, the
Parish Priest of Eleswaram invited us to start once again the Youth group in his
parish. There were more than fifty members who joined the youth Group. We have
divided them into two groups as seniors and juniors. We give special thanks to
Salesian Sisters, especially Sr. Rani, who is going to be the in-charge for the youth
of the Parish.
2. Zoom meeting with Covid Warriors: It was very inspiring and enriching \to
meet most of the COVID warriors who are working in the front line to combat the
deadly pandemic. We conducted a Prayer Service for these nurses and doctors
most of them are our youth members. Fr. Jeevanbabu, Former Pastoral Center
Director gave encourage word of God to them and blessed them. We had this
prayer service for two days. We specially thank the Catholic Nurses Guild (CNGI)
of Visakhapatnam for conducting this web prayer service for the Covid Warriors.
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5.3.3. OCTOBER:
1. Prathipadu Youth meeting: Prathipadu Parish conducted One Day Youth
Convention and there were more than 70 youth members participated in that event.
Jesus Youth conducted Praise And Worship beautifully. Ms. RamaniDhanaraj,
Professor of St. Joseph College for Women, Gnanapuram, took up a Session on
Personality Development with the help of a Power Point and Fr. Arji Prakash took
up a very interesting and interactive Session on spirituality development using
videos which moved the Youth. Thereafter Jesus youth guided the youth to make
confession while conducting adoration. The convention ended up with the Holy
Mass with spiritual interventions by Fr. Prakash
2. Youth Meet at Maharanipeta: St. Anthony Parish, Maharanipeta, conducted a
One Day Seminar for the youth on 31st October. The Program started with Praise
and Worship and followed by a good Talk by Sr. Josephine (St. Ann’s of Luzern)
and then she undertook counseling for the youth members individually and
meditated on the word of God. They also made a good confession while they
conducted Taize Prayer and Adoration. The Program was highlighted with a
Procession of Mother Mary to mark the conclusion of Marian Month. The program
concluded with the Holy Mass. I thank Fr. D. Balashowry and Fr. Morsa Rayappa
for conducting beautiful and meaningful Youth Meet.

5.3.4. NOVEMBER: (We didn’t have any Special Programs)

5.3.5. DECEMBER:
1. Active participation and support for Ross Hill, Visakhapuri Mary Matha
Feast: I cordially thank all the youth and members of different pious associations
who volunteered for all the nine days of novena and on the feast day. A special
mass was offered on 7th (last Day of novena) for all the pious Associations.
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2. Youth Meet at Mangalapalem: On 13-12-2020, Sunday, half-day Youth Meet
was conducted in Mangalapalem Parish. More than 80 members participated very
actively in the program. We thank Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Joseph Kochuchira for
initiating such meetings and inviting us to speak with the youth of the parish. We
also thank the sisters who gave accommodation and provided all facilities.
3. Youth meet at Mandapeta: On 15-12-2020, Tuesday, a full day Youth Meet
was conducted in Mandapeta parish. More than 150 youth participated in the
meeting and they were very active and vibrant. The Parish Priest asked us to
clarify their spiritual and scriptural doubts as they were being misled by the
Protestant Christian communities around. Ms. Ramani Dhanaraj did an extensive
Session on Personality Development and stressed on the point of meaning of life
with Jesus. This was followed by very insightful clarifications Session sought by
the Youth on various aspects of the faith in the Catholic Church by Fr. Arji
Prakash. Jesus Youth conducted Praise and Worship and meaningful adoration.
We thank the Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Ratnakar for arranging such a meeting for the
youth. We also thank the sisters for making all the arrangements.
4. TAIZE Prayer by Jesus Youth: On 20-12-2020, the Jesus Youth conducted a
wonderful Meditative Praise and Worship in preparation for Christmas in the
TAIZE format against a splendid Red lighted backdrop, where everyone present
experienced the spirit of Christ dwelling in and around us. The Session took
everyone into a higher realm of spiritual experience through the enthralling music
like chants. We thank the Jesus Youth for making us enjoy the presence of the
Lord.
5. Youth meet at Bobbili: On 23-12-2020, Wednesday a Half day Youth Meet
was conducted in Bobbili Parish. More than 100 youth participated in the meeting.
The Parish priest asked us to enlighten the youth about the importance of mass and
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sacraments. The Jesus youth group conducted praise and worship and Adoration.
The youth meet ended with an attractive Christmas cultural program.

5.3.6. JANUARY:
1. Youth meet at Pedhaboddepalli: On 03-01-2020, Sunday, a full day Youth
Meet was conducted in Pedhaboddepalli parish. More than 80 youth participated in
the meeting and they were very active and vibrant. Jesus Youth conducted Praise
and Worship and meaningful adoration. Many youth made a good confession after
a very long gap. We told them about the importance of Holy Mass and sacraments.
We thank the Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Showribabu for arranging such a meeting for
the youth.
2. Won prizes at the Regional Level: I’m happy to inform you that Our
Archdiocese grabbed 2nd prizes in the Regional level for both singing and dance
competitions. Singing was by Butchirajpalem Youth and Dance by Maharanipeta
youth. I also thank Malkapuram Youth who performed a very good skit but
couldn’t secure a prize as the competition was tough. I thank all the Parish Priests
for encouraging the youth for the same. On individual level we got prizes too for
the singing, second prize to N. Anil Kumar of St. Anthony parish and first prize in
fancy dress competition Sharmila of Gajuwaka parish. We congratulate all of them
for their success.

3. Distribution of Provision and Other things: Some of the youth in the different
parishes have distributed the necessary items to the people for their survival.
4. We also had singing competition to the youth during COVID -19
These creative programs in the Archdiocese really helped the youth to be in touch
with the reality and at the same time to feel one with the suffering more over to be
spiritual in this age through the competitions. Our heartfelt thanks to the everyoung Youth Director Fr. Arji Prakash for his creative thinking.
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6. COVID WARRIORS
Most of our youth are working as nurses pharmacists other medical departments in
various hospitals and we were continuously supporting them by calling them
frequently and asking about their working place and the conditions in which they
work at same time we assured our prayers and support throughout also helping the
parishioners who were affected with corona through this COVID WARRIORS

7. CHALLENGES
There were also challenges which made the youth think to find the answers for the
days suffering challenges like the – Lockdown in different stages which brought
the disappointment in the spiritual life because the lent season programs like Good
Friday and Holy Thursday and the Easter were not celebrated and Retreats and big
gatherings of the people not allowed, the churches were closed. It is not this but
also marriages and public transportation so on, which really was a question to all
of, find the answers and solutions.

8. FUTURE PROGRAMMES
With the new resolutions and new hopes trusting in the providence of god in the
year 2021 we do have the future plan for the youth apart from the usual program
which mentioned above.
The future Programs;
A. Inner Healing Retreat (IHR)
B. Value Education Training (VET)
C. Leadership Effectiveness Training (LET)
D. Group Effectiveness Training (GET)
E. Student Effectiveness Training (SET)
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9. CONCLUSION
Give thanks to the lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. Psalm 118/7
With grateful hearts we thank the youth of the Archdiocese of Vishakhapatnam.
We thank the lord for protecting us during this pandemic and keeping us safe all of
our families and us. We thank His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash,
Archbishop of Vishakhapatnam for his support and encouragement during this
COVID -19. We also thank the Youth Director Rev Fr. Prakash for his enthusiastic
support and guidance during these times of pandemic. We thank all the Diocese
Youth Council Members and other youth leader s in the respective parishes. Thank
you and let us continue to pray to the Lord for the eradication of this pandemic
completely.
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GLIMPSE OF SOME OF THE EVENTS
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