
REPORT OF THE SERVICES RENDERED 

THE SECOND PHASE OF THE COVID -19 

Need of the Hour: While ‘Pray for the people of India’ is what the whole world is 
doing, the Pastoral Centre under the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam banner, with the 
blessings of His Grace Most Rev. Archbishop Mallavarapu Prakash has come out with a 
number of initiatives. We are almost walking amidst the Valley of death as many of our 
near and dear ones are losing their beloved ones. Every day we listen to news of someone 
close to us, a very young religious priest or nun, a much loved Catholic leader, young 
people, elderly citizens…the news is breaking our hearts and many a time we forget that 
it is during this time we have to lift our hearts in prayer to our Heavenly Father. We have 
given the brief details of the initiatives of the Pastral Centre: 

1. Conducting of Virtual Praise & Adoration Meeting (through Zoom) by Jesus 
Youth and Legion of Mary:  

“Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen 
you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand” Isaiah 41:10 

Like many Spiritual groups (Religious and Non Religious) across the world who are 
prayed, the local needs urged us to start this Virtual Prayer Service in Zoom every day 
from 2:55 pm to 3:55 pm. The Jesus Youth Group have taken the lead to conduct the 
Virtual service where we recite the Devine Mercy Chaplet (specially customised to the 
present situation) Praise and Worship, Reading out the names of those affected with 
corona and praying for each individual, Intercessory prayers, Special Prayer for Corona 
and concluding blessings with a hymn to Mother Mary. I really thank Jesus youth 
Members, Legion of Mary Members and all those who are participating in this prayer 
service, which is parallely, linked to Youtube through Visakhavani – the Official Channel 
of the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam. Others who would like to join can do so by 
opening below link. 

Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9101190310 

Password: family 

 

2. Conducting of prayer Meeting by Legion of Mary: We also urged the Legion of 
Mary members to pray more for those affected with Covid. Especially they are praying 
from 3-4 PM every day. We are receiving hundreds of names of those affected by Carona 



and all the members are praying constantly. They are also praying for the departed souls 
due to Carona. I thank each and every member of Legion of Mary who are taking 
individual responsibility to pray for those affected. We are also making phone calls or 
sending messages personally to those been affected thus monitoring their spiritual needs. 
You can send names of those affected with Carona to us (either to me 9985917381 or to 
Mr. BabjiGaru – 9295407037). 

3. Distribution of Food to the Destitute: My heart is full of gratitude while I bring to 
your notice that some of our youth raised funds and started preparing food for the needy. 
Here I would like to recount an example of Kailasapuram St. Claret Youth group for the 
wonderful service they are rendering. Every day they are going and distributing this food 
to different parts of the city. Though it is a tiny parish of the city, but the magnitude of 
work done by them, risking their pesonal health in a COVID situation, is much 
appreciable. Daily they prepare 150 packets of food and distribute to the poor families. 
Along with that, they also distributed grocery items for poor families in their parish area 
from the funds they managed to collect.  

4. Formation of Covid Cells in Each Parish: When we communicated the idea of 
forming the Covid Cells in each parish and help the people in need, the youth and Legion 
of Mary groups came forward to do so. Special thanks to Jesus Youth who established 
first covid cell in Visakhapatnam in collaboration with city youth. Fr. Harry Assistant 
parish priest of Gajuwaka took special care in putting up covid cell in his parish and 
others are following. The Primary duty of the Covid Cell is to; 

1. Identify the Covid patients in their parish 
2. Make sure that they get proper care 
3. Enquiring about the vacancy of beds, hospitals, ventilators and informing to the 

patients so that they can have access. 
4. Enquiring about their health conditions and monitoring their medication 
5. Providing things and food and leaving at their doorsteps so that they need not go 

out to get them. 
6. More importantly, praying for them with dedication and intensity as per God’s 

will until they get cured. 
5. The Parish-based Home Care Model: Responding to the letter from CBCI, Office for 
the Health Care, to assist the Covid-19 positive cases at their homes, we have decided to 
give the 20 kits the Archdiocese is sponsoring - five kits each to four parishes i.e., 
Gajuwaka, Butchirajupalem, Maharanipeta and Madhurawada.  



Each kit contains 1. One Pulse Oximeter 2.One Thermometer and 3.Two kinds of 
Vitamin tablets for ten days for each patient. It is a pilot project of the CBCI Office for 
the Health Care. 

To make things more clear about utilising the kits; 

1. The kits are to be given to the patients (poor) who are tested Covid-19 positive and 
are in home isolation. 

2. It is only a voluntary free service and only a primary service like first aid to 
monitor the patient/s in their houses. 

3.  The Nurse/nurses who are supervising should monitor the oxygen levels and 
temperature levels at regular intervals for a period of time (three/five/seven days). 

4. The Doctor who volunteers to help will monitor these patients to check the health 
status of the given patient and advice them accordingly for the follow up. 

5. If the case is serious and needs further checkup, the patient or the family should 
take the responsibility. 

Sustainability: The Parish-based Home Care Model could be further extended with the 
help of more recourse. We have asked the Parish priests to sponsor or get sponsors for 
their parish to buy the kits worth 1200/- it is the easy way to help the families with Covid 
positive cases in the beginning stages. We can save life, save expenses, and relieve of the 
stress the situation for the family. Rs.1200 hundred per kit is not a very big amount and 
there will be people generous to help to provide one or two or three or four kits for the 
needy ones in the parish. 

6. Conducting Rosary Prayer Services: The Catechism Teachers have taken initiative 
to conduct zoom Rosary Service to the children of the parish. Even the youth are co-
operating. Here I would like to give a fitting example of Madhurawada Parish, every day 
they are conducting the Rosary Service for the youth and catechism children for the 
Covid patients. And they also make frequent calls to the patients and ask their health 
condition and assure their prayers to them. There are parishes too doing the same.  
 
7. Conducting of Adoration: On May 7th, we have conducted Adoration for the Covid 
patients in the Archbishop’s House. The Archbishop Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash 
Presided over and conducted the Adoration. The Archbishop’s community gathered 
around the Eucharistic Lord and pleaded for the healing of the Covid Patients.  
 

8. Catholic Nurses Guild Visakhapatnam: I cannot forget the services rendered by 
Catholic Nurses Guild of Visakhapatnam. Even though they are very busy in their 
respective hospitals rendering services almost 24/7, they have not stopped helping us 



whenever we request them. Most of them working in Government hospitals are giving 
useful information regarding the availability of the beds and condition of the patients. I 
salute them whole-heartedly for their stupendous service. It is easier when we have some 
one in the hospital to cater better services and these are the angels of hope we have in 
every hospital. Besides many of them give us updates about some of our people who have 
joined those respective hospitals. 

9. YouTube Services: Visakhavani YouTube Channel is the official YouTube channel of 
the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam. The Channel has been of great service especially 
during this COVID 19 time. Timely posting of useful videos, Messages of the Most Rev 
Archbishop Mallavarapu Prakash assuring his prayers  and other priests giving useful tips 
and God’s word has healed many people. Live telecast of the funeral masses and burials 
of priests and sisters makes faithful pay homage at least virtually and pray for such 
dedicated and spiritual souls. Many people across the country watch these YouTube live 
streaming events especially the family and beneficiaries who cannot come during these 
troubled times. The services of VISAKHAVANI have received appreciation from many 
quarters. 

10. Online Covid Care (CoviSeva): I am really thankful to Rev. Fr. R.P.V. Prasad 
whose initiation and plan to bring to team up a group of Doctors whom he knew 
personally including his own sister who is a doctor in USA and make Online Covid Care. 
We have started treating some of the crucial cases and giving timely advice and 
monitoring them. Any question that patient is having is clarified by this generous doctors 
who are rending a free but genuine service. They also monitor the medicine, diet and 
follow up etc.  for each patient as they create a Whatsapp group with all the Doctors of 
the wing and monitor the patient until he/she is completely alright. 

11. Small Family Outreach initiatives: The Pastoral Centre has inspired and motivated 
some families (who remain anonymous) to reach out in their own small yet significant 
ways. Some families have even contributed to financially supporting young girls 
education, medical expenses for many young girls’ families, food needs of families, 
providing psychological counseling, providing funds for oximeters, medicines of many 
needy families, praying 24/7 to Jesus the Mighty Healer and Saviour for blessings and 
graces.  

The Pastoral Centre is continuing reaching out through its various arms like the Legion of 
Mary, Jesus Youth, and Volunteers in Parishes and other beneficiaries in various visible 
and invisible ways all the time supporting the needy in prayer. May God pour His spirit 
on this platform to work more wonders and miracles in His name. Amen. 
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Thanks to each and everyone.. May God bless You all…	


