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The Pastor Speaks …..
Journey of Faith: Prayer and Sacraments for
Sustenance and Perseverance

Every individual Christian is responsible to live life
true to his call: a child of God called to live as a
disciple of Jesus Christ. Personal care has to be
taken in order to sustain one’s life of faith and to live a life of faith.
Today we often speak of “road map” for travelling and for the
implementation or realization of a given project. Undertaking a journey
means that there is a starting point and a destination to reach.
Awareness of where we begin or reach alone will not be sufficient.
All along the journey lots of things have to be taken care and given
our human limitations many things will come as unforeseen situations.
In our faith journey we have to be conscious of where and when it
commenced, and how we are at this point of time. Personal prayer
and reading the Word of God tremendously help us to be focused on
journey of faith. In this, Community celebrations in the Church are
very vital to the life of the individual members and of the whole Church.
Church is a Community of believers who are on the journey of faith
and she has the evangelizing mission. In fact, every parish community,
the local church, is a community of communities spread over a cluster
of localities and villages included in the parish.

1.  Our journey of Faith and Relationship with (the Trinitarian)
God: Our faith journey commenced not just at a particular place and
time but commenced with a relationship, a relationship with Trinitarian
God, Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. This happened on the day of
our Baptism.  Each one of us was anointed, sanctified, and declared
a Child of God. Each baptized person is also incorporated into the
Church, the Body of Christ, the Community of People of God. We
are thus related to one another in the Trinitarian God. Individually,
therefore, we keep moving forward on the onward journey of our
relationship with Trinitarian God and similarly, all other fellow
Christians are also making this journey of faith. It is not surprising
that from the time of Moses the People of Israel were taught to follow
the Commandments of God to remain in that relationship They are
summarized as it were in the Greatest Commandment: “Hear, O Israel:
The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your
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God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.
Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart”
(Deut 6: 4-6). Our Lord Jesus repeatedly declared this as the greatest
commandment: Love God, and love your neighbor as yourself. Living
one’s life in this love-relationship with God and neighbor, every
Baptized person has to be on the daily journey of life. How to take
care of this relationship on a day to day basis should be the concern
of every baptized person. What is the way to live this love relationship
with Trinitarian God and with our fellow human beings? Who and
what will help us? Who will guide and assist us? To all these questions
our answer is, it is Our Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. Our
Lord tells us who are on the journey, “I am the Way, the Truth, and
Life!” It is Our Lord Jesus Christ, who also keeps inviting to with Him
who is Light: “I am the Light of the world; he who follows me will not
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (Jn 8:12).

2.  Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth, and the Life: Jesus Christ,
the Incarnate Son of God, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity is
the center of our Christian life. As the letter to the Hebrews says, “In
these last days He (God) has spoken to us by a Son” (Heb 1:2). He
is the Revelation of the Father. It is “in” Him and “with” Him that we as
the believers in Christ and as the members of the Church will have to
make our journey of life. Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Saviour, as the
fullness of God’s revelation, accompanies on our journey of life of
faith not as an outsider guide and instructor but as one who is
intimately related to our life. He not only shows the way but He is the
“way;” He not only reveals and teaches the truth but He Himself is
the Truth with us; He is  the Life and gives us life; and He is the Light
and gives us Light! Our Lord also assures that He will ask the Father,
“and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever, even
the Spirit of truth….” (Jn 14: 16-17).  What do all these mean in daily
life and at ground realities of life? All this means that in Jesus Christ
I see the way I must live, think, speak and act; I must strive to follow
Him and His way. In what He reveals and in what He teaches I am
given the understanding of the truth about life, its meaning, purpose,
and goal. It further means that in being with Him life is fulfilling and
fruitful . Treading the path He is showing, narrow and difficult, leads
to the fullness of life. In Him we can know and avoid the ways of the
world that lead to our ruin and destruction. In Him we know the truth
that enlightens and liberates us from “untruth” which deceives and
maligns our life. In Him we find source of Life that enables us to
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confront and overcome the forces of death that destroy life, destroy
its purity, its beauty and its goodness. When we strive in our journey
of life to abide “in” and “with” Jesus Christ who is the Love of the
Father made manifest, we will be, gradually but certainly, like Him,
full of love for God and full of genuine love for our neighbor! And to
be like Jesus we need to be, like Him, in communion with the Father,
seeking His Will and obeying His Will!

3.  For a filial Relationship through Prayer and Obedience: What
means do we have at our disposal to be in communion with God
other than prayer! Prayer, we know, is the means within our reach
and it is one important source of sustenance on our journey of faith.
In the midst of daily engagements and occupations to maintain
conscious contact with God and to be aware of His presence is not
easily possible. This can be true about all of us in some measure but
this does not mean that we do not believe and love God. The way we
are in those engagements and daily responsibilities related to our
profession or family, we examine and see if we are driven and guided
by truth and values that we learnt from what our Scriptures and our
faith are teaching us. If yes, we are not really cut off from our God
and His Word! But, by taking time at regular intervals to stop and to
pray for few moments in silence can help us renew or re-enter into
communion with our God. Besides, taking time to spend in prayer
and lectio divina will give more space and time to be with God, to
listen and converse! We learn this from Our Lord Jesus Christ; He
used to withdraw to pray: “In those days he went out into the hills to
pray; and all night he continued in prayer to God” (Lk 6: 12). The
disciples noticed their Master praying and they asked Him to teach
them to pray: “He was praying in a certain place, and when he ceased,
one of the disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John
taught his disciples” (Lk 11: 1-2). In that communion with God through
prayer we are able to listen to His Word and respond to it in love.
This response is shown in obedience to his commandments and
teachings. This is what Our Lord did, “became obedient unto death
on a cross” (Phil 2: 8).  Our Lord asks His disciples to do like Him: “If
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I
have kept my Father’s Commandments and abide in His love (Jn
15:10) So, prayer leads to communion with God and this communion
leads us to a life of love and obedience to the Will of God. A praying
person is thus sustained in his journey of faith!
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4.  The Church, as a Mother accompanies us on our journey
of faith: Church helps the individual members by providing
opportunities to avail for oneself the grace and blessings of God which
are sources of sustenance par excellence! Community celebrations
are occasions for the believers to pray along with other faithful,
seeking the grace and blessings of God for oneself and for the fellow
Christians. All of us are on the journey of faith and we stand before
God as People of God celebrating our faith. Sacramental life in the
Church, especially the Holy Eucharist and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, is the source of nourishment and sustenance of the
individual members as well as the community as a whole. Priests are
obliged to make efforts to have orderly yet lively celebrations and
ensure active participation, in the parishes, in the seminaries,
formation houses, and in the religious communities. Priests presiding
over the Holy Eucharist and as ordinary ministers of the Sacraments
take responsibility to be thoughtful about the celebrations. The
celebration of the Eucharist and other sacraments are not just rituals.
They are channels of saving grace of God. Guidelines and rules in
the General Instructions given by the Church should be explained to
the faithful. These community celebrations, we know are joyful spiritual
events in the Church to thank and praise the Trinitarian God. These
celebrations are for the renewal and sustenance of the faith of the
People of God. Constantly instructed and enlightened by the Word
of God proclaimed in these community celebrations and strengthened
by the reception of God’s grace the faithful go back into their daily life
with all the duties and responsibilities. While taking care to regularly
have sufficient time and space for personal prayer to sustain oneself
on the journey of faith, it is also necessary to be present for the
Community celebrations in the parish or village Church and actively
participate in the celebrations. It is not so much an obligation and
duty or to show that one continues to be member of the Church that
one should come for the Community celebrations but should come
as an expression of one’s desire to renew one’s relationship with the
Trinitarian God and with the fellow members of the Church.

“My Little children, I am writing this to you so that you may not sin;
but if any one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous; and he is the expiation for our sins, and not for
ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. And by this we may
be sure that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He who
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† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET  US  PRAY

For Holy Father’s Monthly Prayer Intention
Universal prayer intention: Respect for the Planet's Resources

We pray that the planet's resources will not be plundered, but
shared in a just and respectful manner.

says, “I know him” but disobeys his commandments is a liar, and the
truth is not in him; but whoever keeps his word, in him truly love for
God is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are in him; he who
says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he
walked” (1 John 2: 1-6).

Heartfelt condolences to
Fr. Jonnada John Prakash & Sr. Prema Jose

      August 18th was a day of sorrow to
Rev. Fr. Jonnada John Prakash, VDSSS
Director, Chancellor of Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam, Sr. Prema Jose SAL and
his family members who lost their
beloved father, Mr. Jonnada Daniel
master (Dalayya). Some of our priests
were present for the funeral mass on 19th

and memorial Mass which was held on
24th of August, at his home in Terlam.

Let us all pray for the repose soul of Mr. Dalayya master that he
may enjoy the everlasting bliss. We the clergy and religious of
Visakhapatnam Archdiocese express our deep sorrow and
heartfelt condolence to our beloved Fr. John Prakash & Sr. Prema
Jose and to his family members and relatives.
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COMMUNICATIONS
1. In the present situation of Covid-19 Corona virus big gatherings are

not still encouraged and therefore, for the Celebration of Holy Mass
in the Parish Churches care should be taken to have smaller numbers
and to celebrate more than one Mass to make it convenient for people
to attend. Please continue to take all the necessary precautions and
try to make required arrangements, of course, within the possibilities.
In the weekdays as well do not cancel Holy Mass altogether unless
the local civil authorities imposed restrictions in the given town or
village. We have to help our faithful to sustain their life of faith by
receiving the Sacraments and by listening to the Word of God. In
this month of September we celebrate the feast of the Nativity of Our
Blessed Mother Mary as the Feast of Our Lady of Good Health and
Velankanimatha. In most of the parishes this feast is celebrated and
here again, in the present situation the parish priests should see that
the celebrations are modest and take care in matters physical
distance and sanitization. There should not chances for "community
spreading of Corona virus" because of these celebrations.  One
hundred people restriction is in place still!

2. Girl Child Day:  8th September is observed by our Catholic Church
as the Girl Child Day. As a help the CCBI Commission for Women
has made available some points and also special readings and
prayers for the Holy Mass. Making the Birthday of Our Blessed Mother
an occasion to pray for "girl children" and to conscientize our people,
especially the boys and youth, about giving the same recognition
and showing the same acceptance towards the girl child as the boy-
child. There are still prejudiced ideas and attitudes in our society
towards the female child and it is our social responsibility to promote
positive attitudes and values among our people. So, please offer
special prayers on this theme of "girl child" and in homily of the day
on Blessed Mother speak about the acceptance, respect and dignity
that needs to shown towards the "girl children" not only in one's family
but in the society at large! We know how atrocities continue to take
place against minor and teenage girls, young ladies and women!

3. There is a note in this issue of our Newsletter sent from the "Congregation
for Doctrine of Faith, Vatican" about the formula to be used while
administering the Sacrament of Baptism. It is bringing to our notice that
any alteration of words of Baptism should not be made. Kindly read the
note and see the points highlighted. For instance, we cannot say, "we
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baptize" instead of "I baptize" as if one is baptizing in the name of the
parents and other family members or others present on the occasion of
administering the sacrament of Baptism. The note says, "Therefore, in
the specific case of the Sacrament of Baptism, not only the minister not
have the authority to modify the sacramental formula in his liking, for the
reasons of a Christological and ecclesiological nature already articulated,
but neither can he even declare that he is acting on behalf of the parents,
godparents, relatives or friends, nor in the name of the assembly
gathered…"  It is a reminder to all the ordinary ministers of the sacrament
of Baptism that they have  to follow the mind of the Church and do
celebrate in communion with the Church.

4. Some action towards taking of our planet earth, "Our Common Home":
All of us should have heard and read the Encyclical of Holy Father,
Pope Francis, "Laudato si," in which he has appealed to the whole
world, and Church included, to show concern for the planet "earth,"
"Our Common Home." The earth with all its beauty and grandeur is
full of a variety of resources which are to be utilized responsibly and
not to exploit and misuse them. The earth our common home has to
be taken care by the humanity while benefitting from what is provided
by it for sustenance of life. Every individual and every nation, and
every society across the globe should positively contribute for the
protection and preservation of our planet by concrete actions: do not
pollute the place where one is; do not waste water or electricity; do
not cut trees but plant trees; add to the greenery and  not destroy the
greenery around the place where you are; etc. All these will be
expressions of our love and concern for the planet earth, for us now
and for the future generations of human beings and other living beings.
On the occasion of the 5th Anniversary of Laudato Si, on 24th May,
2020, Holy Father invited all the people of good will to take part in "
Laudato Si" Year, from 24th May, 2020 to 24th May, 2021, to take
care of the earth, Our common Home.  I am inviting priests, religious
and lay faithful in our Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam to take up the
programme of "planting trees" in our Church or convent compounds
or School or College campuses, or even common places in the given
village or town in collaboration of local civil authorities as an expression
of "Our Care for the Earth, Our Common Home."  Please read the
letter from CCBI Commission for Women printed in this issue
regarding this subject.

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam



9

PASTORAL CENTRE

News
Dear Fathers & Sisters,

Greetings from Jesus Christ!

I’m happy to inform you that we have launched our diocesan official
YouTube channel “Visakhapatnam Archdiocese Catholic” with
the consent and blessings of His Grace Most Rev Mallavarapu
Prakash, Archbishop of Visakhapatnam. This channel is to facilitate
the needs of our diocese and it is at your disposal to utilize for the
greater Glory of God n for the benefit of our faithful. Please ask
your faithful to subscribe to this YouTube channel and click on the
bell icon to get all the latest updates and videos. 

On the other hand, we are also happy to inform you that The
Divyavani TV channel also has come up with yet another channel
exclusively for our diocese i.e, “Divyavani Vizag”. please subscribe to
this YouTube channel and click on the bell icon to get all the latest
updates and videos. 

Visakhapatnam Archdiocese Catholic

Divyavani Vizag

Yours in Christ
Fr. Prakash Arji
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PASTORAL CENTRE
ARCHBISHOP’S HOUSE

MAHARANIPETA
VISAKHAPATNAM-530002

(For the News Letter)

Information  from the Diocesan Youth Director.

I’m happy to inform that we have celebrated the National Youth
Sunday on the second Sunday in the month of August (09-08-2020).
Even though we could not succeed in having a programme on 08th

of August in Pastoral centre, there are lot many parishes celebrated
the National Youth Sunday. I thank each and every parish priest
and institutional head for making the day a very successful.

We also conducted online competitions i.e., Instrumental, poetry,
preaching on the theme, and Poetry. All these competitions have
same theme of the Year – “YOUNG MAN, I SAY TO YOU ARISE”
competitions are held both in English and Telugu n it is individual
level (not in group). Many have participated. Prizes will be given in
some other occasion.

Thank you for
your coopera-
tion and all the
good work you
do. (glimpse of
some of the
celebrations in
the parishes)

Sincerely

Fr. Prakash Arji
Diocesan Youth Director
Visakhapatnam Archdiocese
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Hearty Congratulations to
Rev. Fr. Raju Gongada who successfully

completed his Doctorate in Missiology, with the theme
‘HUMAN DIGNITY, RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND

CHRISTIAN MISSION: A CONTEXTUAL STUDY OF THE
MISSIONARY CHALLENGES OF THE ARCHDIOCESE

OF VISAKHAPATNAM’.
from Pontifical Urbaniana University, Rome.

He was awarded with Summa Cum Laude
Words of Gratitude from Rev. Fr.Raju Gongada

In union with blessed Mary our Mother
and all the saints, my sincere  prayer
of thanksgiving to the God Almighty ‘
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my
spirit rejoices in God my savior’,  for
his continue protection, guidance and
blessings to complete my doctoral

studies successfully with  Summa Cum Laude.  My sincere gratitude to my mother,
brothers and family members.

I am greatly indebted to His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Prakash Mallavarapu, Archbishop
of Visakhapatnam, who had blessed me with this opportunity to continue my doctoral
studies in Rome. With profound gratitude I acknowledge his paternal affection,
gentleness, continues guidance, prayers and blessings.

At this gesture I thank all the priests of our Archdiocese for their prayerful support. I
extend my heartfelt gratitude to all the councillors of the Archbishop, Especially Rev. Fr.
D. Bala Showry    (V.G),  Rev. Fr. J. John Prakash (Chancellor), Rev Fr. Varghese
Chaparath (Procurator),  Rev. Fr. P. Joseph Prabhakar (Ex- Procurator)  my special
thanks and remembrance of great support of (late)  Rev. Fr. J. Balashowry (Ex-Chancellor
and Procurator), past and present secretaries. I would like to express deep sentiments
of gratitude to Rev. Prof. Alberto, who was great source of inspiration and support. I
sincerely thank and acknowledge illuminating guidance of my moderator Rev. Prof.
Oborji and other co- moderators, Rev. Prof. Benedict and Prof. Sabetta. I would like to
express my gratitude to Rev. Fr. Dusi Ravi Sekhar, S.J., for helping me in proof reading
and giving valuable suggestions. Finally, I thank all who have contributed through their
goodness and prayerful support for completion of my doctoral studies in Rome.

Thank you
With great regards
Fr. Raju Gongada
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Girl Child Day on Sep 8th

26/8/2020

Dear friends On September 8th we celebrate the Nativity of Mary as
well as Girl Child Day. So wish you all happy Girl Child Day and Happy
Birthday of Mama Mary

Introduction

A warm welcome to all of you dear brothers and sisters, for this (prayer
service) Eucharistic celebration. Today we celebrate the birthday of Mary,
our Blessed Mother, the day on which we also honour the girl child.

My soul glorifies the Lord; for he has done great things for me are the
beautiful words Mother Mary uttered when she experienced the leap
of baby in her womb.  Mary rejoiced on being a woman, and exulted
in the fruit of her womb. We thank God for the gift of Mama Mary in
the history of Mother Church.

Let us implore the Most Holy Virgin Mary to sustain those men and
women who, in the service of life, have committed themselves in
building honour, dignity and respect to every female born in this earth.
With her help, may they bear witness before all people, especially
those who live in darkness and suffering and who hunger and thirst
for justice, to the loving presence of the God of peace.

It is the duty of every parent to instil the qualities of Mama Mary in the
life of little infants. Thus when they grow they will strive to build up
those qualities to become a holy and beautiful girl, a beautiful youth,
and woman of character and calibre in the home, Church and society.

In a very special way let us pray for those young Christian girls
especially in Pakistan, abducted, converted to Islam, raped and
forced in Marriage. May God bless them with abundantly with inner
strength to bear the persecutions because of their faith.

Let us now rise for entrance hymn and prepare ourselves for the
Eucharist celebration.
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REFLECTIONS

Why do we celebrate Girl Child Day or Women’s day on 8th
September? Why is it important?

Long ago our streets were clean and less crowded, simple food and
simple cosmetics, fresh vegetables and fresh meals; together as one
family; evening and morning prayers; blessings of our elders; chit chat
and recreation before retiring to bed. All these activities have become
something of the past and all these are all replaced with modern
technology. There is huge leap in medicines but available only for few,
people are more educated in the brain but less humanness. The change
that is brought about in the name of development has brought about a
drastic and damaging change in family life. And the most vulnerable
among them is the place of a mother and daughter.

In 1990’s a huge movement was launched on sex-selection practices
and led to formulation of stringent law (Pre-conception & Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques Act, 1994). There was a feeling that with an
increase in education, things will change. But the situation has turned
to verse.  The more educated and more affluent are the ones who are
engaging in the practice of oppressing the weaker sex and it is simply
because of the patriarchal mind-set that property cannot go to the
daughter and daughter is a burden.

According to the Statistics

- The UNFPA report shows that between 2015 and 2020, India lost
an average of about 3.6 lakh females due to what is called, ‘excess
female deaths’ and 5.9 lakh female children to pre-natal sex
selection (missing females at birth) every year.

- One in three girls missing globally due to sex selection practices.
46 million out of the total 142 million is from India.

- According to the World Population 2020 report that was released
on July 24, 2020, the three key findings on harmful practices against
women are: (1) Child Marriage, (2) Son Preference and Gender
Biased Sex Selection (GBSS), and (3) Female Genital Mutilation
(FGM).

- Sex-selection techniques are made easily and illegally made
available by highly educated doctors and technicians simply for



17

the lure of big money. At present, mobile sex-determination labs
operate blatantly in rural areas too. - We need to feel that ‘Beti
Bachao’ slogan and campaign of the central government is most
shameful one because it suggests that daughters are to be ‘saved’
not from China or Pakistan but from their own parents and from
the clutches of evil man and women.  In His message for the
celebration of World Day of Peace, in the year 1995 St. John Paul
II addressed the Women saying: Women are communion of Love
and teachers of peace in Society.  Mary, Queen of Peace, is close
to the women of our day because of her motherhood, her example
of openness to others’ needs and her witness of suffering. Mary
lived with a deep sense of responsibility the plan which God willed
to carry out in her for the salvation of all humanity. When she was
made aware of the miracle which God had worked in her by making
her the Mother of his Incarnate Son, her first thought was to visit
her elderly kinswoman Elizabeth in order to help her. That meeting
gave Mary the chance to express, in the marvellous canticle of
the Magnificat (Lk 1:46-55), her gratitude to God who, with her
and through her, had begun a new creation, a new history. In the
letter to the women during UN Fourth World Conference in Beijing
he said: I know the obstacles which still keep women from being
fully, integrated into the social, political and economic life. He urged
the women saying you have to play an important part in solving
the serious problems of the future, in the process of humanization
which mark the civilization of love. Pope Francis

Holy Father has become the cause of big shift in appointing six women
to oversee the Vatican’s finances. This appointments mark the most
significant step by Pope Francis to fulfil his promise to improve ‘gender
balance’ made  a few years ago by placing women in top positions.
The appointments come as  the Vatican struggles with its finances,
with problems worsened by the coronavirus pandemic.

Prior to these appointments Holy Father has already appointed
women as deputy foreign minister, director of the Vatican Museums,
and deputy head of the Vatican Press Office, as well as four women
as councillors to the synod of Bishops, which prepares major
meetings.
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Current News:

 21 August 2020:  A 14-year-old girl was sexually assaulted and
killed, her eyes gauged out and tongue slit, in Uttar Pradesh’s
Lakhimpur Kheri on Friday, police said Saturday. The incident took
place at a village close to the Nepal border. The victim’s family found
the body in a sugarcane field — reportedly owned by one of the
accused — after a brief search, the police said. She had earlier gone
missing after leaving home on some errand.

17 August 2020: A burnt body of missing girl found in UP’s Bhadohi.
On August 17th, she had gone missing while she went to graze cattle
in the field. The parents recognized their daughter with the clothing
she wore for that day.

Intercessory Prayers

Your Response: Hear us O Lord, through Mary, our Mother.

1. Merciful God, fill our Holy Father Pope Francis with the power of
the Spirit so that guided by the Spirit, he may by his wisdom and
guidance he may establish your kingdom of Justice, peace and
unity on this earth. We pray to the Lord.

2. Heavenly father look kindly upon all the bishops and the Priests
of our Diocese and bless them abundantly so that by their mission
they may make disciples of all nations by their lives of witness.
We pray to the Lord.

3. Heavenly Father, enkindle the hearts and minds of all our religious
brothers and sisters, and help them to respond in service to the
suffering humanity.   We pray to the Lord.

4. The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few. Lord of the
harvest, we pray that you may inspire the young boys and girls,
to follow the path of Mother Mary and opt to work in his vineyard.
We pray to the Lord.

5. Father look kindly upon all the young girls and the women of our
society, as their existence has become difficult, dignity and
protection is at threat in the present world; fill them with courage
to become apostles of justice, respect and dignity for themselves.
We pray to the Lord  6. God of all creation, bless all the  lay
faithful, that their life be built on the strong and solid foundation
of our Christian faith, and that they may face every difficult
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circumstances of our lives we may lead our lives in confidence
and hope. We pray to the Lord

7. Lord of compassion and faithfulness, instil in all the men, the due
respect towards the women of our society. We pray to the Lord

8. God of Love, bless all of us gathered here around this altar. May
the celebration of the girl Child remind each one of us the unique
creation of God and the value of each person. Enable us to remain
faithful in our work towards equality, peace and justice. We pray
to the Lord.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias press statement on
the sad demise of Shri Pranab Mukerjee

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI)
is deeply saddened by the passing away of Shri
PranabMukerjee at the age of 84.

Pranab Mukherjeeserved as the 13th President
of India from 2012 until 2017. In a political career spanning five
decades, Mukherjee was a senior leader in the Indian National
Congress and occupied several ministerial portfolios in
the Government of India. Prior to his election as President, Mukherjee
was Union Finance Minister from 2009 to 2012. He was awarded
India’s highest civilian honour, the Bharat Ratna in 2019 by the
President of India, Ram NathKovind.

Mukherjee got his break in politics in 1969 when the then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi helped him get elected to the Rajya Sabha,
the upper house of Parliament of India, on a Congress ticket.
Following a meteoric rise, he became one of Gandhi’s most trusted
lieutenants and a minister in her cabinet in 1973. Mukherjee’s service
in a number of ministerial capacities culminated in his first stint
as Finance Minister of India in 1982–84. He was also the Leader of
the House in the Rajya Sabha from 1980 to 1985.
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Shri PranabMukerjee was the head of the Planning Commissionin
1991 and foreign minister in 1995. Following this, as elder statesman
of the Congress, Mukherjee was the principal and architect of Sonia
Gandhi’s ascension to the party’s presidency in 1998.

When the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance (UPA) came into
power in 2004, Mukherjee won a Lok Sabha seatseat for the first
time. From then until his resignation in 2012, Mukherjee held a
number of key cabinet portfolios in Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s
government – Defence (2004–06), External Affairs (2006–09)
and Finance (2009–12) – apart from heading several Groups of
Ministers (GoMs) and being Leader of the House in the Lok Sabha.
After securing the UPA’s nomination for the country’s presidency in
July 2012, Mukherjee comfortably won the race to Rashtrapati
Bhavan, winning 70 percent of the electoral-college vote.

In 2017, Mukherjee decided not to run for re-election and to retire
from politics after leaving the presidency due to “health complications
relating to old age.”

 His passing away today, 31st August 2020 leaves a deep void in
Indian politics. The Church in India will miss him very much for his
political statesmanship, moral integrity and for his fine oratorical skills.

Shri PranabMukerjee was the Chief Guest at the CBCI Annual
Christmas Celebrations in December 2018, where he impressed
many with his vast knowledge of the Bible.

We mourn his loss and express our gratitude for all the support and
encouragement he gave the Christian community and its activities.
May the Almighty grant him eternal rest and comfort all his family
members and those to whom he was dear.

† Cardinal Oswald Gracias
President
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India
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The Holy See

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR
WORLD MISSION DAY 2020

 Here am I, send me ( Is 6:8)

Dear Brothers and Sisters ,

I wish to express my gratitude to God for the commitment with which
the Church throughout the world carried out the Extraordinary
Missionary Month last October. I am convinced that it stimulated
missionary conversion in many communities on the path indicated by
the theme: “Baptized and Sent: the Church of Christ on Mission in the
World”.

In this year marked by the suffering and challenges created by the
Covid-19 pandemic, the missionary journey of the whole Church
continues in light of the words found in the account of the calling of
the prophet Isaiah: “Here am I, send me” (6:8). This is the ever new
response to the Lord’s question: “Whom shall I send?” (ibid.). This
invitation from God’s merciful heart challenges both the Church and
humanity as a whole in the current world crisis. “Like the disciples in
the Gospel we were caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent
storm. We have realized that we are on the same boat, all of us
fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed,
all of us called to row together, each of us in need of comforting the
other. On this boat… are all of us. Just like those disciples, who spoke
anxiously with one voice, saying ‘We are perishing’ (v. 38), so we too
have realized that we cannot go on thinking of ourselves, but only
together can we do this” ( Meditation in Saint Peter’s Square , 27
March 2020). We are indeed frightened, disoriented and afraid. Pain
and death make us experience our human frailty, but at the same
time remind us of our deep desire for life and liberation from evil. In
this context, the call to mission, the invitation to step out of ourselves



22

for love of God and neighbour presents itself as an opportunity for
sharing, service and intercessory prayer. The mission that God
entrusts to each one of us leads us from fear and introspection to a
renewed realization that we find ourselves precisely when we give
ourselves to others.

In the sacrifice of the cross, where the mission of Jesus is fully
accomplished (cf. Jn 19:28-30), God shows us that his love is for
each and every one of us (cf. Jn 19:26-27). He asks us to be
personally willing to be sent, because he himself is Love, love that is
always “on mission”, always reaching out in order to give life. Out of
his love for us, God the Father sent his Son Jesus (cf. Jn 3:16).
Jesus is the Father’s Missionary: his life and ministry reveal his total
obedience to the Father’s will (cf. Jn 4:34; 6:38; 8:12-30; Heb 10:5-
10). Jesus, crucified and risen for us, draws us in turn into his mission
of love, and with his Spirit which enlivens the Church, he makes us
his disciples and sends us on a mission to the world and to its peoples.

“The mission, the ‘Church on the move’, is not a programme, an
enterprise to be carried out by sheer force of will. It is Christ who
makes the Church go out of herself. In the mission of evangelization,
you move because the Holy Spirit pushes you, and carries you” (
Senza di Lui non possiamo fare nulla: Essere missionari oggi nel
mondo. Una conversazione con Gianni Valente , Libreria Editrice
Vaticana: San Paolo, 2019, 16-17). God always loves us first and
with this love comes to us and calls us. Our personal vocation comes
from the fact that we are sons and daughters of God in the Church,
his family, brothers and sisters in that love that Jesus has shown us.
All, however, have a human dignity founded on the divine invitation
to be children of God and to become, in the sacrament of Baptism
and in the freedom of faith, what they have always been in the heart
of God.

Life itself, as a gift freely received, is implicitly an invitation to this gift
of self: it is a seed which, in the baptized, will blossom as a response
of love in marriage or in virginity for the kingdom of God. Human life
is born of the love of God, grows in love and tends towards love. No
one is excluded from the love of God, and in the holy sacrifice of
Jesus his Son on the cross, God conquered sin and death (cf. Rom
8:31-39). For God, evil – even sin – becomes a challenge to respond
with even greater love (cf. Mt 5:38-48; Lk 22:33-34). In the Paschal
Mystery, divine mercy heals our wounded humanity and is poured
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out upon the whole universe. The Church, the universal sacrament
of God’s love for the world, continues the mission of Jesus in history
and sends us everywhere so that, through our witness of faith and
the proclamation of the Gospel, God may continue to manifest his
love and in this way touch and transform hearts, minds, bodies,
societies and cultures in every place and time.

Mission is a free and conscious response to God’s call. Yet we discern
this call only when we have a personal relationship of love with Jesus
present in his Church. Let us ask ourselves: are we prepared to
welcome the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives, to listen to the
call to mission, whether in our life as married couples or as
consecrated persons or those called to the ordained ministry, and in
all the everyday events of life? Are we willing to be sent forth at any
time or place to witness to our faith in God the merciful Father, to
proclaim the Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ, to share the divine
life of the Holy Spirit by building up the Church? Are we, like Mary,
the 2 Mother of Jesus, ready to be completely at the service of God’s
will (cf. Lk 1:38)? This interior openness is essential if we are to say
to God: “Here am I, Lord, send me” (cf. Is 6:8). And this, not in the
abstract, but in this chapter of the life of the Church and of history.

Understanding what God is saying to us at this time of pandemic
also represents a challenge for the Church’s mission. Illness,
suffering, fear and isolation challenge us. The poverty of those who
die alone, the abandoned, those who have lost their jobs and income,
the homeless and those who lack food challenge us. Being forced to
observe social distancing and to stay at home invites us to rediscover
that we need social relationships as well as our communal relationship
with God. Far from increasing mistrust and indifference, this situation
should make us even more attentive to our way of relating to others.
And prayer, in which God touches and moves our hearts, should
make us ever more open to the need of our brothers and sisters for
dignity and freedom, as well as our responsibility to care for all
creation. The impossibility of gathering as a Church to celebrate the
Eucharist has led us to share the experience of the many Christian
communities that cannot celebrate Mass every Sunday. In all of this,
God’s question: “Whom shall I send?” is addressed once more to us
and awaits a generous and convincing response: “Here am I, send
me!” ( Is 6:8). God continues to look for those whom he can send
forth into the world and to the nations to bear witness to his love, his
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deliverance from sin and death, his liberation from evil (cf. Mt 9:35-
38; Lk 10:1-12).

The celebration of World Mission Day is also an occasion for
reaffirming how prayer, reflection and the material help of your
offerings are so many opportunities to participate actively in the
mission of Jesus in his Church. The charity expressed in the
collections that take place during the liturgical celebrations of the
third Sunday of October is aimed at supporting the missionary work
carried out in my name by the Pontifical Mission Societies, in order
to meet the spiritual and material needs of peoples and Churches
throughout the world, for the salvation of all.

May the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of Evangelization and
Comforter of the Afflicted, missionary disciple of her Son Jesus,
continue to intercede for us and sustain us.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 31 May 2020, Solemnity of Pentecost

Franciscus

Adieu to
Fr. Elias Arockiasamy  SJ

     When I heard the sudden demise of FR.Elias
Arockiasamy SJ at 3.a.m on the 12th morning, I was
thunder stuck with shock and grief and I could not
sleep at all.

 I have lost a father figure in my life. May God give
him eternal bliss.It was Fr. Balaiah Sj invited FR.Elias Arockiasamy  SJ
to AP. Fr. Elias Arockiasamy  had the ardent desire to work among the
tribals, , he came to suryapet in 1976. After a year he moved to Karimnagar
as a pioneer to start the school he relentlessly worked there  till 1985. He
had struggled to  safe guard the land at Rekurthy against the locals. He
had kept all the records in safe custody I could call him for clarification
when we had again some land issues a few years ago. From 1985  to
1987 he was at ananda jyothi. after the Godavari floods he was asked to
accompany the sanjeevan scholastics during relief work at Anna
Devarapeta of Elluru diocese.There I met him for the second time He
was so simple that he used to work along with scholastics and edified all
of us.
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It was from 1987 to 1994 he worked as a warden  at suryapet school. I
had the opportunity to work with him as regent. During my regency in
1989-90 he attracted me with his simplicity and affability so much that I
developed a filial relationship with him. He used to be spiritual and always
advised me to go and meet spiritual father and relax and come back. He
himself would not go anywhere for any relaxation because he wanted to
be with students always. Later years he worked in Loyola academy as
farm in charge, superior at Loyola public school, parish priest and
correspondent at vinukonda and again warden and minister at suryapet
till 2011 in all these places he worked as an unassuming personality.From
2011 to till date he worked as the director of LITDS at K.D peta.he never
came out of K.D peta and never attended any functions and he did not
visit his family for the last 30th years. He dedicated himself to the given
work. he never aspired for anything he was contended with his work.

Fr.Elias is a man of God, a great personality in stature and quality,
elements are well mixed with many affable human qualities. He is very
humble in doing any service and hilarious in his conversations with
humorous jokes and truly human in dealing with all walks of people. He
was voracious reader of spiritual books. His sermons used to be very
short and apt. he was a patient listener and encouraged and consoled
people came to him. Fr.Antonysamy SVD said that he  lost his spiritual
companion and his elder brother in life. He was very simple and lived a
very frugal life. His last desire was to see his elder sister Lourdumary but
he could not fulfill it. His elder sister still laments to se his face at least
once.FR.Georgr Stephan SJ said that we had lost a great human being
full of compassion and empathy. Frs.Gnana Devan S.Jand Simen SJ
shared that Fr.Elias never complained till the end about anything or any
of his personal problems.

He was a silent hard worker. he goes on doing his work joyfully. He was
silent sufferer. He had fallen from the church at Oriyur and developed
problems with his spinal card he used to take painful injections to alleviate
the pain. He had been suffering with a few ailments, he avoided going to
hospitals. He is self made doctor for himself. He used to manage with
herbal medicine. He was cheerful and hopeful till the end in spite of
loosing blood and had only 5% hemoglobin. He had developed pneumonia
.He had breathing trouble on the 11th night and He breathed his last
at2.30a.mon the 12th morning.

Some women from K.D peta wept at the grave of FR.Elias saying when
we shall see you again  as our loving father of the poor. Gems are precious
but they are rare. Fr.Elias was a precious Gem.

May God grant him eternal bliss.



26

World day  of  Migrants  and  Refugees 2020
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE 106th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND

REFUGEES  2020

[27 September 2020]
Like Jesus Christ, forced to flee.
Welcoming, protecting, promoting and integrating internally displaced
persons.

At the beginning of this year, in my Address to the members of the
Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See, I pointed to the tragedy
of internally displaced people as one of the challenges of our
contemporary world: “Situations of conflict and humanitarian
emergencies, aggravated by climate change, are increasing the
numbers of displaced persons and affecting people already living in
a state of dire poverty. Many of the countries experiencing these
situations lack adequate structures for meeting the needs of the
displaced” (9 January 2020).

The Migrants and Refugees Section of the Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development has issued the document “Pastoral
Orientations on Internally Displaced People” (Vatican City, 5 May
2020), which aims to inspire and encourage the pastoral work of the
Church in this specific area.

For these reasons, I have decided to devote this Message to the
drama of internally displaced persons, an often unseen tragedy that
the global crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has only
exacerbated. In fact, due to its virulence, severity and geographical
extent, this crisis has impacted on many other humanitarian
emergencies that affect millions of people, which has relegated to
the bottom of national political agendas those urgent international
efforts essential to saving lives. But “this is not a time for forgetfulness.
The crisis we are facing should not make us forget the many other
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crises that bring suffering to so many people” (Urbi et Orbi Message,
12 April 2020).

In the light of the tragic events that have marked 2020, I would like
this Message, although concerned with internally displaced persons,
to embrace all those who are experiencing situations of
precariousness, abandonment, marginalization and rejection as a
result of COVID-19.

I would like to start with the image that inspired Pope Pius XII in his
Apostolic Constitution Exsul Familia (1 August 1952). During the flight
into Egypt, the child Jesus experienced with his parents the tragic
fate of the displaced and refugees, “which is marked by fear,
uncertainty and unease (cf. Mt 2:13-15, 19-23). Unfortunately, in our
own times, millions of families can identify with this sad reality. Almost
every day the television and papers carry news of refugees fleeing
from hunger, war and other grave dangers, in search of security and
a dignified life for themselves and for their families” (Angelus, 29
December 2013). In each of these people, forced to flee to safety,
Jesus is present as he was at the time of Herod. In the faces of the
hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the sick, strangers and prisoners, we
are called to see the face of Christ who pleads with us to help (cf. Mt
25:31-46). If we can recognize him in those faces, we will be the
ones to thank him for having been able to meet, love and serve him
in them.

Displaced people offer us this opportunity to meet the Lord, “even
though our eyes find it hard to recognize him: his clothing in tatters,
his feet dirty, his face disfigured, his body wounded, his tongue unable
to speak our language” (Homily, 15 February 2019). We are called to
respond to this pastoral challenge with the four verbs I indicated in
my Message for this Day in 2018: welcome, protect, promote and
integrate. To these words, I would now like to add another six pairs of
verbs that deal with very practical actions and are linked together in
a relationship of cause and effect.

You have to know in order to understand. Knowledge is a necessary
step towards understanding others. Jesus himself tells us this in the
account of the disciples on the road to Emmaus: “While they were
talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went
with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him” (Lk 24:15-
16). When we talk about migrants and displaced persons, all too
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often we stop at statistics. But it is not about statistics, it is about real
people! If we encounter them, we will get to know more about them.
And knowing their stories, we will be able to understand them. We
will be able to understand, for example, that the precariousness that
we have come to experience as a result of this pandemic is a constant
in the lives of displaced people.

It is necessary to be close in order to serve. It may seem obvious, yet
often it is the contrary. “But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to
where the man was; and when he saw him, he had compassion, and
went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then
he set him on his own beast and brought him to an inn, and took care
of him” (Lk 10:33-34). Fears and prejudices – all too many prejudices
– keep us distant from others and often prevent us from “becoming
neighbours” to them and serving them with love. Drawing close to
others often means being willing to take risks, as so many doctors and
nurses have taught us in recent months. This readiness to draw near
and serve goes beyond a mere sense of duty. Jesus gave us the
greatest example of this when he washed the feet of his disciples: he
took off his cloak, knelt down and dirtied his hands (cf. Jn 13:1-15).

In order to be reconciled, we need to listen. God himself taught us
this by sending his Son into the world. He wanted to listen to the plea
of suffering humanity with human ears: “For God so loved the world
that he gave his only-begotten Son… that the world might be saved
through him” (Jn 3:16-17). A love that reconciles and saves begins
with listening. In today’s world, messages multiply but the practice of
listening is being lost. Yet it is only through humble and attentive
listening that we can truly be reconciled. In 2020, silence has reigned
for weeks in our streets. A dramatic and troubling silence, but one
that has given us the opportunity to listen to the plea of the vulnerable,
the displaced and our seriously ill planet. Listening gives us an
opportunity to be reconciled with our neighbour, with all those who
have been “discarded”, with ourselves and with God, who never tires
of offering us his mercy.

In order to grow, it is necessary to share. Sharing was an essential
element of the first Christian community: “Now the company of those
who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of
the things which he possessed was his own, but they had everything
in common” (Acts 4:32). God did not want the resources of our planet
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to benefit only a few. This was not the Lord’s will! We have to learn to
share in order to grow together, leaving no one behind. The pandemic
has reminded us how we are all in the same boat. Realizing that we
have the same concerns and fears has shown us once more that no
one can be saved alone. To grow truly, we must grow together, sharing
what we have, like the boy who offered Jesus five barley loaves and
two fish… yet they proved enough for five thousand people (cf. Jn 6:1-
15)!

We need to be involved in order to promote. As Jesus was with the
Samaritan woman (cf. Jn 4:1-30). The Lord approaches her, listens
to her, speaks to her heart, and then leads her to the truth and makes
her a herald of the Good News: “Come, see a man who told me all
that I ever did! Can this be the Christ?” (v. 29). Sometimes the impulse
to serve others prevents us from seeing their real riches. If we really
want to promote those whom we assist, we must involve them and
make them agents in their own redemption. The pandemic has
reminded us of how essential co-responsibility is, and that only with
the contribution of everyone – even of those groups so often
underestimated – can we face this crisis. We must find “the courage
to create spaces where everyone can recognize that they are called,
and to allow new forms of hospitality, fraternity and solidarity”
(Meditation in Saint Peter’s Square, 27 March 2020).

It is necessary to cooperate in order to build. That is what the Apostle
Paul tells the community of Corinth: “I appeal to you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be
no dissensions among you, but that you be united in the same mind
and the same judgement” (1 Cor 1:10). Building the Kingdom of God
is a duty common to all Christians, and for this reason it is necessary
that we learn to cooperate, without yielding to the temptation to
jealousy, discord and division. In the present context it should be
reiterated: “This is not a time for self-centredness, because the
challenge we are facing is shared by all, without distinguishing
between persons” (Urbi et Orbi Message, 12 April 2020). To preserve
our common home and make it conform more and more to God’s
original plan, we must commit ourselves to ensuring international
cooperation, global solidarity and local commitment, leaving no one
excluded.

I would like to conclude with a prayer suggested by the example of
Saint Joseph at the time he was forced to flee to Egypt to save the
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child Jesus.

Father, you entrusted to Saint Joseph what you held most precious:
the child Jesus and his Mother, in order to protect them from the
dangers and threats of the wicked.

Grant that we may experience his protection and help. May he, who
shared in the sufferings of those who flee from the hatred of the
powerful, console and protect all our brothers and sisters driven by
war, poverty and necessity to leave their homes and their lands to
set out as refugees for safer places.

Help them, through the intercession of Saint Joseph, to find the
strength to persevere, give them comfort in sorrows and courage
amid their trials.

Grant to those who welcome them some of the tender love of this
just and wise father, who loved Jesus as a true son and sustained
Mary at every step of the way.

May he, who earned his bread by the work of his hands, watch over
those who have seen everything in life taken away and obtain for
them the dignity of a job and the serenity of a home.

We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, whom Saint Joseph
saved by fleeing to Egypt, and trusting in the intercession of the Virgin
Mary, whom he loved as a faithful husband in accordance with your
will. Amen.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 13 May 2020, Memorial of the Blessed
Virgin Mary of Fatima.

Franciscus
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News from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
DOCTRINAL NOTE

on the modification of the sacramental formula of Baptism

Recently there have been celebrations of the
Sacrament of Baptism administered with the
words: “In the name of the father and of the
mother, of the godfather and of the godmother,
of the grandparents, of the family members, of
the friends, in the name of the community we
baptize you in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit”. Apparently, the
deliberate modification of the sacramental
formula was introduced to emphasize the
communitarian significance of Baptism, in

order to express the participation of the family and of those present,
and to avoid the idea of the concentration of a sacred power in the
priest to the detriment of the parents and the community that the
formula in the Rituale Romano might seem to imply[1]. With debatable
pastoral motives[2], here resurfaces the ancient temptation to
substitute for the formula handed down by Tradition other texts
judged more suitable. In this regard, St. Thomas Aquinas had already
asked himself the question “utrum plures possint simul baptizare
unum et eundem” to which he had replied negatively, insofar as this
practice is contrary to the nature of the minister[3].

The Second Vatican Council states that: “when a man baptizes it is
really Christ Himself who baptizes”[4]. The affirmation of the
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy Sacrosanctum Concilium, inspired
by a text of Saint Augustine[5], wants to return the sacramental
celebration to the presence of Christ, not only in the sense that he
infuses his virtus to give it efficacy, but above all to indicate that the
Lord has the principal role in the event being celebrated.

When celebrating a Sacrament, the Church in fact functions as the
Body that acts inseparably from its Head, since it is Christ the Head
who acts in the ecclesial Body generated by him in the Paschal
mystery[6]. The doctrine of the divine institution of the Sacraments,
solemnly affirmed by the Council of Trent[7], thus sees its natural
development and authentic interpretation in the above-mentioned
affirmation of Sacrosanctum Concilium. The two Councils are
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therefore in harmony in declaring that they do not have the authority
to subject the seven sacraments to the action of the Church. The
Sacraments, in fact, inasmuch as they were instituted by Jesus Christ,
are entrusted to the Church to be preserved by her. It is evident here
that although the Church is constituted by the Holy Spirit, who is the
interpreter of the Word of God, and can, to a certain extent, determine
the rites which express the sacramental grace offered by Christ, does
not establish the very foundations of her existence: the Word of God
and the saving acts of Christ.

It is therefore understandable that in the course of the centuries the
Church has safeguarded the form of the celebration of the
Sacraments, above all in those elements to which Scripture attests
and that make it possible to recognize with absolute clarity the gesture
of Christ in the ritual action of the Church. The Second Vatican Council
has likewise established that no one “even if he be a priest, may
add, remove, or change anything in the liturgy on his own authority”[8].
Modifying on one’s own initiative the form of the celebration of a
Sacrament does not constitute simply a liturgical abuse, like the
transgression of a positive norm, but a vulnus inflicted upon the
ecclesial communion and the identifiability of Christ’s action, and in
the most grave cases rendering invalid the Sacrament itself, because
the nature of the ministerial action requires the transmission with
fidelity of that which has been received (cf. 1 Cor 15:3).

In the celebration of the Sacraments, in fact, the subject is the Church,
the Body of Christ together with its Head, that manifests itself in the
concrete gathered assembly[9]. Such an assembly therefore
acts ministerially – not collegially – because no group can make itself
Church, but becomes Church in virtue of a call that cannot arise from
within the assembly itself. The minister is therefore the sign-presence
of Him who gathers, and is at the same time the locus of the
communion of every liturgical assembly with the whole Church. In
other words the minister is the visible sign that the Sacrament is not
subject to an arbitrary action of individuals or of the community, and
that it pertains to the Universal Church.

In this light must be understood the tridentine injunction concerning
the necessity of the minister to at least have the intention to do that
which the Church does[10]. The intention therefore cannot remain only
at the interior level, with the risk of subjective distractions, but must
be expressed in the exterior action constituted by the use of the matter
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and form of the Sacrament. Such an action cannot but manifest the
communion between that which the minister accomplishes in the
celebration of each individual sacrament with that which the Church
enacts in communion with the action of Christ himself: It is therefore
fundamental that the sacramental action may not be achieved in its
own name, but in the person of Christ who acts in his Church, and in
the name of the Church.

Therefore, in the specific case of the Sacrament of Baptism, not only
does the minister not have the authority to modify the sacramental
formula to his own liking, for the reasons of a christological and
ecclesiological nature already articulated, but neither can he even
declare that he is acting on behalf of the parents, godparents,
relatives or friends, nor in the name of the assembly gathered for
the celebration, because he acts insofar as he is the sign-presence
of the same Christ that is enacted in the ritual gesture of the Church.
When the minister says “I baptize you…” he does not speak as a
functionary who carries out a role entrusted to him, but he
enacts ministerially the sign-presence of Christ, who acts in his Body
to give his grace and to make the concrete liturgical assembly a
manifestation of “the real nature of the true Church”[11], insofar as
“liturgical services are not private functions, but are celebrations of
the Church, which is the ‘sacrament of unity,’ namely the holy people
united and ordered under their bishops”[12].

Moreover, to modify the sacramental formula implies a lack of an
understanding of the very nature of the ecclesial ministry that is
always at the service of God and his people and not the exercise of
a power that goes so far as to manipulate what has been entrusted
to the Church in an act that pertains to the Tradition. Therefore, in
every minister of Baptism, there must not only be a deeply rooted
knowledge of the obligation to act in ecclesial communion, but also
the same conviction that Saint Augustine attributes to the Precursor,
which “was to be a certain peculiarity in Christ, such that, although
many ministers, be they righteous or unrighteous, should baptize,
the virtue of Baptism would be attributed to Him alone on whom the
dove descended, and of whom it was said: ‘It is he who baptizes
with the Holy Spirit’ (Jn 1:33)”. Therefore, Augustine comments:
“Peter may baptize, but this is He that baptizes; Paul may baptize,
yet this is He that baptizes; Judas may baptize, still this is He that
baptizes»[13].
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[1] In reality, a careful analysis of the Rite of Baptism of
Children shows that in the celebration the parents, godparents and
the entire community are called to play an active role, a true liturgical
office (cf. Rituale Romanum ex Decreto Sacrosancti Oecumenici
Concilii Vaticani II instauratum auctoritate Pauli PP. VI
promulgatum, Ordo Baptismi Parvulorum, Praenotanda, nn. 4-7), which
according to the conciliar provisions, however, requires that “each
person, minister or layman, who has an office to perform, should do all
of, but only, those parts which pertain to his office by the nature of the
rite and the principles of liturgy” (Second Vatican Ecumenical Council,
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy Sacrosanctum Concilium, 28).
[2] Often the recourse to pastoral motivation masks, even
unconsciously, a subjective deviation and a manipulative will. Already
in the last century Romano Guardini recalled that if in personal prayer
the believer can follow the impulse of the heart, in liturgical action
“he must open himself to a different kind of impulse which comes
from a more powerful source: namely, the heart of the Church which
beats through the ages. Here it does not matter what personal tastes
are, what wants he may have, or what particular cares occupy his
mind...” (R. Guardini, Vorschule des Betens, Einsiedeln/Zürich, 19482,
p. 258; Eng. trans.: The Art of Praying, Manchester, NH, 1985, 176).
[3] Summa Theologiae, III, q. 67, a. 6 c.
[4] Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Constitution Sacrosanctum
Concilium, 7.
[5] S. Augustinus, In Evangelium Ioannis tractatus, VI, 7.
[6] Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Constitution Sacrosanctum
Concilium, 5.
[7] Cf. DH 1601.
[8] Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Constitution Sacrosanctum
Concilium, 22 § 3.
[9] Cf. Catechismus Catholicae Ecclesiae, n. 1140: “Tota communitas,
corpus Christi suo Capiti unitum, celebrat” and 1141: “Celebrans
congregatio communitas est baptizatorum”.
[10] Cf. DH 1611.
[11] Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Constitution Sacrosanctum
Concilium, 2.
[12] Ibid., 26.
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Invitation  from CCBI
“Call to save the earth” in view of Laudato Si year
My dear friends

Greetings in the Lord who heals us from every Pandemic and brings
hope to the new world.

We are one common home. A little virus has “locked down” the world.
It has shut down the global economy and snuffed out the lives of
thousands and livelihood of millions. All of us are worried how to
protect myself, my family from Corona.Covid 19 has brought with it
new challenges of families and health across the globe. So the
Corona Crisis and the response to the crisis, needs to become the
grounds for stopping processes that degenerates our health and
the planet’s health, and start the process that regenerates both.

‘So the virus is waking us up to is; that the health emergency is
connected to the emergency of extinctionand disappearance of
species. It is connected to the climate emergency. So the Scientific
predictions indicate that if we do not stop this anthropogenic war
against the earth and her species in a hundred years we will have
destroyed the very conditions that allowed humans to evolve and
survive. Our extinction will follow that of the 200 other species that
are being pushed to extinction every day’. Says Dr.Vandana Shiva.

No going back but forging a new future, after COVID19. This decade
of 20’ may be a last chance and if wedo not do something there is
no chance at all of survival and it may come to an end in a couple of
decades more. Corona virus has stopped us from making a jump at
future. Corona has given us an opportunity to go in different direction
and not in the old one. So it is time to take wise decision not going
back but go in a different direction.

[13] S. Augustinus, In Evangelium Ioannis tractatus, VI, 7.

[00923-EN.01] [Original text: Italian]

Luis F. Card. Ladaria, S.I.
Prefect

† Giacomo Morandi
Titular Archbishop of Cerveteri

Secretary
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On May 24, 2020 we celebrated the 5th Anniversary of Pope Francis
encyclical letter “Laudato Si” – on care for our common home, Pope
Francis said that the document sought to “call attention to the cry of
the earth and the poor.” The Holy Father invites everyone to take
part in the Laudato Si’ year from 24th May 2020 until 24th May 2021.
He said “I invite all people of good will to take part, to take care for
our common home in our most vulnerable brothers and sisters.”

Dear friends If not we then who? If not now, then when? Things
seem to be impossible because of the present situations but beingthe
pillars of a family, a church and a society, it is our bounden duty to
do something then being the part of extinction.

Here are the suggestions. Hats off to you if you are already following
it. Always ask a question to one self, to what extent do I follow them
and have I taught others to do the same?

1. We save water
- Of 75% of the water on earth, only 1% is fresh water.
- Only 0.007 is available for human use.
- 2 billion people don’t have access to clean drinking water
- Put a note in different places to remind you to save water.
- Never waste even a drop of water.

2. Switch off Lights
- Switch off lights, airconditioner and other electric appliances

when not needed.
- Open the windows and use natural light and breeze as much

as possible.

3. Use long-lasting light bulbs.
- Energy efficient light bulbs reduce greenhouse gas emission

4. Save electricity:
- Turn your computer off overnight
- Lower your air conditioning or heat when its not necessary

5. We Refuse, Reduce, Recycle, Reuse:
- Refuse anything that creates garbage.
- Reduce consumption – consume only what you need.
- Buy reusable items instead of disposal items. For example:

buy glass or steel plates instead of single-use paper or plastic
ones.

- Segregate wet and dry waste to enable efficient recycling
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6. We plant a tree on special occasions
- We need 100 trees per person to manage global carbon

emission
-  Plant trees to mark birthday, anniversaries, or important days

of the calander.
- Start kitchen garden, terrace garden to grow your own

vegetables.

7. Globally, 50% of the total plastic consumption is discarded
as waste.
- Use cloth bags, steel water bottles and environment friendly

things.
- Avoid aluminium foil, thermocol or Styrofoam; flex banners,

plastic bags, containers and bottles.

8. We do not waste food
- In the world 1.3 Billion tons of food is wasted, enough to feed

3 billion people.
- Metro Manila alone an estimated 2,175 tons of food end up in

trash bins on a daily basis
- 25,000 people die of starvation every day in the world.

9. We use public transport
- 75% of carbon monoxide emissions come from automobiles!
- Walk or cycle for shorter distances;
- It is healthy and the planet benefits too.

10. We reduce paper usage
- Out of the 17 billion cubic feet of trees deforested each year,

over 60% are used to make paper.
- Tissue paper wipes out 27,000 trees a day
- Use papers sparingly in offices.
- Recycle used papers.

11. We avoid creating garbage

- Globally 5 million (50 Lacs) tons of water is generated everyday
refuse anything that creates garbage. Stop using disposable
paper plates, packages. Avoid packaged items: water, juice,
food, snacks etc.

12. We educate
- When you get a chance, you can help others to understand

the importance and value of our natural resources.
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- As an ordinary citizen, we can form a group of volunteers for
promoting the concept of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle in Society.

Thanking you
yours in the Lord

 

Sr. Lidwin Fernandes
Executive secretory

POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
Library of the Apostolic Palace

Wednesday, 17 June 2020

Catechesis : “To heal the world” -

1. Introduction

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
The pandemic continues to cause deep wounds, exposing our
vulnerability. On every continent there are many who have died, many
are ill. Many people and many families are living a time of uncertainty
because of socio-economic problems which especially affect the
poorest.

Thus, we must keep our gaze firmly fixed on Jesus (see Heb 12:2):
in the midst of this pandemic, our eyes on Jesus; and with
this faith embrace the hope of the Kingdom of God that Jesus
Himself brings us (see Mk 1:5; Mt 4:17; CCC 2816). A Kingdom of
healing and of salvation that is already present in our midst
(see Lk 10:11). A Kingdom of justice and of peace that is manifested
through works of charity, which in their turn increase hope and
strengthen faith (see 1 Cor 13:13). Within the Christian tradition, faith,
hope and charity are much more than feelings or attitudes. They
are virtues infused in us through the grace of the Holy Spirit
(see CCC, 1812, 1813): gifts that heal us and that make us healers,
gifts that open us to new horizons, even while we are navigating the
difficult waters of our time.

Renewed contact with the Gospel of faith, of hope and of love invites
us to assume a creative and renewed spirit. In this way, we will be
able to transform the roots of our physical, spiritual and social
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infirmities and the destructive practices that separate us from each
other, threatening the human family and our planet.

Jesus’s ministry offers many examples of healing: when He heals
those affected by fever (see Mk 1:29-34), by leprosy (see Mk 1:40-
45), by paralysis (see Mk 2:1-12); when He restores sight
(see Mk 8:22-26; Jn 9:1-7), speech or hearing (see Mk 7:31-37). In
reality, He heals not only the physical evil – which is true, physical
evil – but He heals the entire person. In that way, He restores the
person back to the community also, healed; He liberates the person
from isolation because He has healed him or her.

 Let’s think of the beautiful account of the healing of the paralytic at
Capernaum (see Mk 2:1-12) that we heard at the beginning of the
audience. While Jesus is preaching at the entrance to the house,
four men bring their paralyzed friend to Jesus. Not being able to
enter because there was such a great crowd there, they make a
hole in the roof and let the stretcher down in front of Him. Jesus who
was preaching sees this stretcher coming down in front of Him. “When
Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Child, your sins are
forgiven’ “ (v. 5). And then, as a visible sign, He adds: “Rise, pick up
your mat, and go home” (v. 11).

What a wonderful example of healing! Christ’s action is a direct
response to the faith of those people, to the hope they put in Him, to
the love they show that they have for each other. And so, Jesus
heals, but He does not simply heal the paralysis. Jesus heals
everyone, He forgives sins, He renews the life of the paralyzed man
and his friend. He makes him born again, let’s say it that way. It is a
physical and spiritual healing, all together, the fruit of personal and
social contact. Let’s imagine how this friendship, and the faith of all
those present in that house, would have grown thanks to Jesus’s
action, that healing encounter with Jesus!

And so we can ask ourselves: today, in what way can we help heal our
world? As disciples of the Lord Jesus, who is the physician of our souls
and bodies, we are called to continue “His work, work of healing and
salvation” (CCC, 1421) in a physical, social and spiritual sense.

Although the Church administers Christ’s healing grace through the
Sacraments, and although she provides healthcare services in the
remotest corners of the planet, she is not an expert in the prevention
or the cure of the pandemic. She helps with the sick, but she is not
an expert. Neither does she give specific socio-political pointers (see
St Paul VI, Apostolic Letter Octogesima adveniens, 14 May 1971,
no. 4). This is the job of political and social leaders. Nevertheless,
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over the centuries, and by the light of the Gospel, the Church has
developed several social principles which are fundamental (see The
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 160-208),
principles that can help us move forward in preparing the future that
we need. I cite the main ones which are closely connected: the
principle of the dignity of the person, the principle of the common
good, the principle of the preferential option for the poor, the principle
of the universal destination of goods, the principle of the solidarity,
of subsidiarity, the principle of the care for our common home. These
principles help the leaders, those responsible for society, to foster
growth and also, as in the case of the pandemic, the healing of the
personal and social fabric. All of these principles express in different
ways the virtues of faith, hope and love.

Wednesday, 12 August 2020
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
The pandemic has highlighted how vulnerable and interconnected
everyone is. If we do not take care of one another, starting with the
least, with those who are most impacted, including creation, we
cannot heal the world.
Commendable is the effort of so many people who have been offering
evidence of human and Christian love for neighbour, dedicating
themselves to the sick even at the risk of their own health. They are
heroes! However, the coronavirus is not the only disease to be fought,
but rather, the pandemic has shed light on broader social ills. One of
these is a distorted view of the person, a perspective that ignores
the dignity and relational of the person. (la sua refers to person, not
his or her) At times we look at others as objects, to be used and
discarded. In reality this type of perspective blinds and fosters an
individualistic and aggressive throw-away culture, which transforms
the human being into a consumer good (cf. Apostolic
Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 53; Encyclical Laudato Si’, [LS], 22).
In the light of faith we know, instead, that God looks at a man and a
woman in another manner. He created us not as objects but as people
loved and capable of loving; He has created us in His image and
likeness (see Gen 1:27). In this way He has given us a unique dignity,
calling us to live in communion with Him, in communion with our
sisters and our brothers, with respect for all creation. In communion,
in harmony, we might say. Creation is the harmony in which we are
called to live. And in this communion, in this harmony that is
communion, God gives us the ability to procreate and safeguard life
(see Gen 1:28-29), to till and keep the land (see Gen 2:15; LS, 67).
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It is clear that one cannot procreate and safeguard life without
harmony; it will be destroyed.

We have an example of that individualistic perspective, that which is
not harmony, in the Gospels, in the request made to Jesus by the mother
of the disciples James and John (cf. Mt 20:20-38). She wanted her
sons to sit at the right and the left of the new king. But Jesus proposes
another type of vision: that of service and of giving one’s life for others,
and He confirms it by immediately restoring sight to two blind men and
making them His disciples (see Mt 20:29-34). Seeking to climb in life,
to be superior to others, destroys harmony. It is the logic of dominion, of
dominating others. Harmony is something else: it is service.

Therefore, let us ask the Lord to give us eyes attentive to our brothers
and sisters, especially those who are suffering. As Jesus’s disciples
we do not want to be indifferent or individualistic. These are the two
unpleasant attitudes that run counter to harmony. Indifferent: I look
the other way. Individualist: looking out only for one’s own interest.
The harmony created by God asks that we look at others, the needs
of others, the problems of others, in communion. We want to
recognise the human dignity in every person, whatever his or her
race, language or condition might be. Harmony leads you to
recognise human dignity, that harmony created by God, with humanity
at the centre.

The Second Vatican Council emphasises that this dignity is
inalienable, because it “was created ‘to the image of God’” (Pastoral
Constitution Gaudium et Spes, 12). It lies at the foundation of all
social life and determines its operative principles. In modern culture,
the closest reference to the principle of the inalienable dignity of the
person is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which Saint
John Paul II defined as a “milestone on the long and difficult path of
the human race”, [1] and as “one of the highest expressions of the
human conscience”. [2] Rights are not only individual, but also social;
they are of peoples, nations. [3] The human being, indeed, in his or
her personal dignity, is a social being, created in the image of God,
One and Triune. We are social beings; we need to live in this social
harmony, but when there is selfishness, our outlook does not reach
others, the community, but focuses on ourselves, and this makes us
ugly, nasty and selfish, destroying harmony.

This renewed awareness of the dignity of every human being has
serious social, economic and political implications. Looking at our
brother and sister and the whole of creation as a gift received from
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the love of the Father inspires attentive behaviour, care and wonder.
In this way the believer, contemplating his or her neighbour as a
brother or sister, and not as a stranger, looks at him or her
compassionately and empathetically, not contemptuously or with
hostility. Contemplating the world in the light of faith, with the help of
grace, we strive to develop our creativity and enthusiasm in order to
resolve the ordeals of the past. We understand and develop our
abilities as responsibilities that arise from this faith,[4] as gifts from
God to be placed at the service of humanity and of creation.

While we all work for a cure for a virus that strikes everyone without
distinction, faith exhorts us to commit ourselves seriously and actively
to combat indifference in the face of violations of human dignity.
This culture of indifference that accompanies the throwaway culture:
things that do not affect me, do not interest me. Faith always requires
that we let ourselves be healed and converted from our individualism,
whether personal or collective; party individualism, for example.

May the Lord “restore our sight” so as to rediscover what it means to
be members of the human family. And may this sight be translated
into concrete actions of compassion and respect for every person
and of care and safeguarding of our common home.

Hearty Congratulations  &  Many Happy Returns of the Day
To you, Dear Fathers

The Days To Remember
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NECHROLOGY

“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

01-09-1984 Fr. Mathew Naduvilekoot msfs, 74 years, died at Visakhapatnam
07-09-1990 Fr. Joseph Parapally msfs, 53 years, died at Visakhapatnam
08-09-1892 Bp. Alexis Riccaz msfs, 58 years

(Bishop of Nagpur from 1887) died at Jaabalpur
10-09-1928 Bro. Guerin Vanaweften msfs, 80 years, died at Visakhapatnam
11-09-1908 Fr. Henri Petitjean msfs, 28 years, died at Surada, Orissa
12-09-1850 Fr. Francois Sermet msfs, 25 years, died at Ganjam, Orissa.
12-09-1918 Fr. Alexander Suiffet msfs, 41 years, died at Berhampur, Orissa.
13-09-1881 Fr. Jean Baptiste Benisterand msfs, 64 years, died at Nagpur
13-09-2014 Fr. Jayaraju Gandipalli, 58 Years, died at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Vizag
16-09-1932 Fr. Eugene Coutin msfs, 44 years, died at Visakhapatnam
17-09-1898 Fr. Marc Muffat Jolly msfs, 54 years, died at Surada, Orissa.
17-09-1941 Fr. Charles Semellaz msfs, 62 years, died at Visakhapatnam
19-09-1997 Fr. Christopher Malamakal, TOR, 56 years, died in Kerala
20-09-2008 Fr. George Maniangat, 77 years, died at Visakhapatnam
21-09-1945 Bro. Ambrose Xavier msfs, 60 years, died at Visakhapatnam
23-09-2010 Fr. Thomas Nakolayil, 78 years, died at Visakhapatnam
23-09-2014 Fr. Varkey Joseph Koovackal, 84 years,

died at St. Joseph Nursing Home at Vadakkumcherry
27-09-1890 Bp. Jean Marie Tissot msfs, 80 years,

(1st Bishop of Visakhapatnam from 1886) died at Surada, Orissa
27-09-1910 Fr. Victor-Gangloff msfs, 30 years, died at Visakhapatnam.
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