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The Pastor Speaks …..
Assumption of Blessed Our Mother:
A reflection on the Journey of Faith

In this month of August we have the Solemnity of
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin into Heaven
and it is also the festival for the nation,
Independence Day! For the pastoral clergy we
have the important feast of Saint John Maria Vianney to remind them
of the kind of dedicated service and simplicity of life that is expected
from the pastors of the Christian community. CBCI invites us to
observe Prison Ministry Sunday, Justice Sunday, and CCBI is
directing all the dioceses to celebrate “Youth Sunday.” We are not
going to have the usual celebrations of these festivals or days of
national and Ecclesial importance. But, we need to observe these
days in prayer and reflection as these have in them something
connected to our personal life and to our life in the society and in the
nation.

Covid-19 Corona Virus deprived us of celebrations: Covid-19
Corona Virus has already taken away the joy which celebrations give
us. Many celebrations are either cancelled altogether or they are
reduced to a bare minimum; just within the house; no extra people,
no elaborate decorations, or any external hangama. It is rather
disappointing that even many family gatherings for birthdays or
anniversaries, and religious festivals are not possible. Even for
marriages more than certain restricted number cannot be invited! All
these are accepted, sometimes grudgingly, for the only reason of
avoiding the danger of contracting the Covid-19 Corona virus! As for
the Christian Community, Sundays, and Solemnities, special
celebrations and prayer gatherings at the parish level are either mostly
cancelled or are celebrated with minimum number and without the
usual music and singing. It is disappointing or even frustrating to
imagine that these situations would continue for many more months
to come! How do we handle this disappointment or this disturbing
situation? Celebrations or no celebrations, we should take time to
look at the important days for our life of faith and for our life in the
present day circumstances. Directly or indirectly our life is connected
to the significant areas or aspects of life that these festivals or days
of national or ecclesial importance highlight. Of course, a vast majority
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of us can be indifferent to these things and only some elected or self-
appointed leaders or those in responsible positions by assignment
or appointment speak about them!

Fulfillment of God’s plan for the Blessed Mother and
Assumption into Heaven: The Solemnity of the Assumption of Our
Blessed Mother reminds us of the culmination point of fulfilment God’s
plan for her life. Her life has been a journey of faith, both before and
after the annunciation through Archangel Gabriel, the moment at
which “she conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  She listens
and she accepts; she surrenders herself to the plan God was
disclosing: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord!” It is faith at work from
the beginning till the end of her journey of faith. General plan is
disclosed but the details of the realization of that plan were revealed
as she journeyed as the chosen Mother of the Son of the Most High.
At every stage listens, ponders to understand what is revealed, and
with faith accepts: “But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in
her heart” (Lk 2: 19; 2:51). This journey of faith of Our Blessed Mother
is in the same pattern of the journey of faith of the people of Israel,
starting with the calling of Abraham, the father of faith, ‘hearing,
believing and awaiting the fulfilment of the promise (promises!) of
God’. Right from the time of the call of Abraham, God keeps speaking
and in that speaking He keeps calling the people revealing to
individuals as well as the whole people, to keep going on the journey
to the destined goal, be it a mission or a place He is calling to. The
one who listens to God speaking receives the message with faith
and with the same disposition of faith accepts to order one’s life
according to the direction or instruction in what he hears. In this
ordering of one’s life is shown the obedience of the recipient of the
message and his or her commitment to follow what God is instructing,
to be or to do. Who are celebrating the Solemnity of Assumption of
Our Blessed Mother try to see if our life lived as a “journey of faith.” If
our life has to be a journey of faith, it is also a journey towards the
fulfilment of our vocation. We should hear what God is speaking and
respond to what he is asking us to be or to do!

Faith as light that illumines the path of life: In the first encyclical
in the pontificate of our Pope Francis, “Lumen Fidei,” Light of Faith,
one of the themes that runs through is about faith as light that illumines
the path of life of the believer. In the Word spoken by God the hearer
sees the truth that is revealed. This hearing leads one to see the
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truth and moves forward to accept and follow the truth involves faith.
It is faith as seeming and it is linked with the Word spoken by God.
Once the believer sees and understands the truth there will be a
response in obedience to that truth: “faith comes from what is heard,
and what is heard comes by the preaching of Christ” (Rom 10: 17).
The psalmist’s exclamation about the Word should be recalled here,
“Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path” (Ps 119:
105). For our Blessed Mother Mary too, the Word spoken to her was
providing “light for her path:” Word spoken through Archangel Gabriel,
words spoken through the shepherds on the night of the first Christmas
in Bethlehem, words spoken through Simeon the prophet when the
Child Jesus was presented in the Temple, words spoken for the first
time by child at twelve years of age, “how is that you sought me? Do
you not know that I must in Father’s house?” ( Lk 2: 49). Word of God
dwelling in us and Word of God in front of us keeps illumining our
path of life on day to day basis.  Here, in two ways Our Blessed
Mother is source of inspiration and is a model to imitate: 1) We
must pay attention to what God Speaks through the Word in the
Scriptures and through other people, and through life events;
2) contemplate within our heart what is spoken or shown to us
by God at different times and on different occasions. In the
process, our faith is enlightened and our faith is strengthened,
and our faith keeps guiding each step that we take on the journey
of life. Our Blessed Mother had to understand when Jesus here was
seen as one who is out of mind or possessed by devil; She had to
understand the condemnation of her innocent son to the death on
the cross, condemned to die as if he was a criminal! Faith in the one
who we should say could alone call her, make her see and accept!
Can the Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary renew our
understanding of our life here on earth as a pilgrimage towards
our final destiny, “resurrection of the body and life everlasting?
Is it a journey of faith?

Word of God seed falls in  good soil and bearing fruit: In yet
another way we can reflect and pray in the company of Our Blessed
Mother. The parable of the sower and the seed Our Lord Jesus spoke
is about the Word of  the kingdom and its varied fruitfulness or lack of
it in the lives of different recipients. While explaining the parable, He
said, “the seed sown in good soil is about the one who hears the word
and understands it; he indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundred fold, in another sixty, and in another thirty” (Mt 13: 23). In
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the case of Our Blessed Mother, the Word was received with faith
and has borne fruit in her. She was blessed and she considered her
life blessed: “My soul magnifies the Lord! ... For behold, henceforth
all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done
great things for me and holy is his name” (Lk 1: 46-49).  Here, there
is the Word of God spoken, Virgin Mary listening and receiving the
Word in faith, and the descent of the Holy Spirit, the power of the
Most High. In her acceptance, Our Blessed Mother followed the Will
of God and Plan of God. She lived the rest of her life in total obedience
and surrender. Here we should see how the word received in faith
bears fruit: Assumption of Our Blessed Mother into heaven reminds
us of her sharing fully in the fruits of Salvation in Christ. For us
Christian believers the call is, like Our Blessed Mother, to “hear the
Word of God,” receive it in faith, and bear fruit: “You did not choose
me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear
fruit and that your fruit should abide” (Jn 15: 16).    Through faith we
should got involved and with the help of the gifts of the Holy Spirit live
according to the Plan and Will of God revealed in the word of God,
and then bear fruit.

St. John Maria Vianney,  Patron of Pastoral Clergy: ”Now faith
is the appearance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. For by it the men of old received divine approval” Heb 11: 1-2).
With these words in the Letter to the Hebrews are given a long list of
“men of old,” starting with Abel, Enoch and Noah, as examples of
men and women of faith. We know how so many times Abraham is
mentioned in the Scriptures as a man of faith as example to imitate.
Now, for us in the Catholic Church there are innumerable saints who
are inspiring and shining examples for our life of deep faith, self-
sacrificing spirit, and dedication and commitment to the entrusted
mission but always guided by love for God and love for the Church. 
Saint John Maria Vianney will remain as an outstanding exampleof
personal piety and holiness, and as zealous pastor of the flock
entrusted to him in Ars.  This zealous priest for the spiritual well being
of the faithful was ever available for his people. It is told that he was
in the confessional more than ten hours a day. For a priest in the
pastoral ministry today, Saint John Maria Vianney will not only be an
inspiration but also a challenge: his holy life, his love for the Church,
and his availability for the spiritual well being of faithful. We can learn
as to how a priest can be a mediator in the place of Jesus Christ to
reconcile  people with God through the sacramental life of the Church.
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† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET  US  PRAY

For Holy Father’s Monthly Prayer Intention
Universal prayer intention - The Maritime World

We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, among
them sailors, fishermen and their families.

We pray tht God will grant you strength and grace as you
enter into this special ministry to God's people.

St. John Maria Vianney’s life is like “the good soil in which the Word,
the seed, fell and yielded a hundredfold harvest! Faith was at work in
him!

"For though I am not with you in body, yet I am with you in spirit,
rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in
Christ. As therefore you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so live in
him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as
you are taught, abounding in thanksgiving” ( Col 2: 5-7).  
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. Happy Feast of Saint John MairaVianaey! It is a special day for
all the priests but more specially, the Pastoral clergy of the
dioceses and Religious Orders. May you have a renewed joy in
being in the service of the People of God in the Parish or the
Mission.  This year we are not having the Clergy Day Celebrations
we were having since three years. May I suggest that at the
deanery level some celebrations be organized. If the Covid-19
situation change, we shall have the Clergy Day later in the Year!

2. In our Archdiocese we are celebrating Youth Sunday on
9th August. Fr. Arji Prakash, the Youth Director, has already
passed on this information to all the parish priests. The day’s
liturgy should highlight the life of youth and their place in the
Church, in the parish.

But, Please note this:  CBCI Office for Prison Ministry in India
has sent the information that the Prison Ministry Sunday is on
9th August. This will lead to confusion. Not to have a parallel
celebration of Youth Sunday and Prison Ministry Sunday on the
same day, in Archdiocese we will have Prison Ministry Sunday
on 16th August. Please observe this on the following Sunday,
that is, 16th August. Wherever possible the collection be taken in
order to contribute towards the apostolate of Prison Ministry.
Sunday Liturgy could be followed for Mass on 9th without changing
the Readings for this Sunday.

3. Due to the prevailing situation of Covid-19 situation the dates of
our Annual Retreats are not yet finalized. We may have to have
two retreats, either in the consecutive weeks or with a gap of a
week or two. Most likely the first retreat will be in the third week
of October. In a couple of weeks, we will inform about the dates
of the two retreats and how the clergy will be grouped into two.  

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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PASTORAL CENTRE

News
National Bible Quiz
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National Youth Sunday Liturgy
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National Youth Commission | Conference of Catholic Bishops  of India

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Be pleased, O Lord, to accept the offerings of your Church, 

for in your mercy you have given them to be offered 

and by your power you transform them 

into the mystery of our salvation. 

Through Christ our Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

that we have consumed, save us, O Lord,

Through Christ our Lord.

Homily points

In the Gospel of Luke 7, the only son of a widow had died and was being carried out.  A large crowd was with 

God brings new life in our spiritual lives. He is always near and He will make His Presence known, sometimes 

in unexpected ways. Have you experienced a loss or gone through a period of sadness, when someone speaks 

a word of comfort that lifts your spirits? Have you read a verse of Scripture which touched your heart deeply? 

Sacraments and experienced God’s love in a new and profound way? Have you prayed for something or for 

-

swered in God’s perfect timing?

us to know that all things are possible with Him. He wants us to come to Him, as we are, and He will make new 

Our hearts were made for love and God is always near and He waits for the perfect moment to come inside, to 

bring us new life. There may be times that we are not open to receive His grace. God will come, even if there 

is a small opening.
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National Youth Sunday | Liturgy

Fr. Greg said the greatest miracle occurs when a person goes to confession. He said, “Never stay away from 

you can’t wait. And so it is with your soul. Fr. Greg said confession is the place where a soul is resurrected from 

God delights in you and He wants to do something new and unexpected in your life. Open your heart and invite 

Him in. Ask Him to help you let go of the things that keep you away from His Presence. He will come to you.  

He will help you and He will bring new life in you. Go to confession and go often. Like the little yellow pansies 

The keyword which connects young people with these three stages on the Church’s itinerary is the verb “arise,” 

present in the three themes chosen by the Holy Father for the successive World Youth Days.

that we Christians also fall and that we must always get up again. This is why we must welcome the intervention 

Feast Day: Feb 10; Canonized: October 16, 2016

Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, 

faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe (2 Timothy 4:12). 

example of youth, bravery, and faith.

Church by seizing property, closing religious schools and convents, and executing 
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National Youth Sunday | Liturgy

Paul is wrestling with the pangs of conscience, but comes to realize that his wrestling is with himself--with his 

the midst of the gale.

and directed the apostles to put out into the lake. He was tired and perhaps wanted to see the sunset before fall-

Peter, again, like a little child though frightened, trusts the one who loves him, and puts one foot out of the boat. 

Now just picture that scene.

All the others are watching him? There’s a gale blowing. Has this man gone mad? They gasp in amazement as 

There he is out of the boat -- standing and actually walking on water -- you can almost hear the shout from the 

boat – “WOW.” And Peter, in excitement shouts it backwards: “WOW.”

-

Perhaps many times you have been over-whelmed and fear your self sinking. Perhaps many times you suffered 

from lack of sleep, Trust in God. Like Elijah, learn to listen. Like Paul, stop wrestling and let it be. Like Peter, 

trust in the God who loves you.

the challenge.  
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Prison Ministry Sunday
on 16th August 2020
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Adieu to Rev. Fr. Abraham Olickal
Dear fathers, brothers,

and sisters,

Rev. Fr. Abraham Olickal
 (81 Yrs), our archdiocesan

priest of Visakhapatnam,
went home to the Lord
this morning at 7:00
a.m., having completed
his God-given mission
on earth, and leaving

behind indelible footprints on the sands of time.

With deep sorrow over the demise of Rev. Fr. Abraham Olickal
who succumbed to death after struggling for more than 15 days
with chest infection. Fr. Abraham enjoyed good health all along.
He was going for regular check up for his heart related concerns
but in the recent years he was never seriously ill. In the blood test
taken towards the beginning of the month of July, he came to know
he has sugar, diabetes. On July 14th he was admitted in St. Ann's
hospital, Malkapuram for diabetes, throat pain and mild cough that
he developed. During his treatment in St. Ann's, Malkapuram he
was referred to centers for tests where Covid patients are being
treated  and for further treatment. So, on 17th Fr. Abraham was
admitted in Indus Hospital. After some tests there the doctors
suspected Covid-19 symptoms. And on the advice of the doctor
attending to him we admitted him in Indus Hospital, on 17th July.
For eight days father was there and he was on Oxygen support as
oxygen levels in the body were falling far below the required levels
of 90+. During these days there was another test, "throat swab," to
ensure if he was having Corona virus infection.  After three days
result came and it was negative.  We felt relieved and were happy
to shift him from Indus Hospital to St. Joseph's Hospital on 25th
July evening thinking that Fr. Abraham needed only nursing care
and needed home quarantine for some days. But, within few hours
after shifting to St. Joseph's hospital he had to be moved to ICU
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ward and was put on oxygen support. But, the oxygen levels were
not improving and pulse rate was fluctuating due to lung infection
and pneumonia. We were informed that since last night the pulse
rate was falling to very low level and no sign of improvement. This
morning we were given the sad message that Fr. Abraham
breathed his last at about 7 a.m. We were all anxious all these
three weeks but we hoped that Fr. Abraham will come out of this
situation and the negative result of "throat swab" raised our hopes
of his full recovery. But, we are sad and shocked that the end had
come this morning. With heavy hearts but with faith and hope the
Risen Christ we commend Fr. Abraham into the hands of the Lord!
May his soul rest in Eternal Peace!

Our heartfelt condolences to all his family members, more specially,
Bro Michael MSFS and Fr. Augustine MSFS, and his elder brother
in Kerala. May the Lord console and comfort them in these
moments of sadness. Sad as all of us are at this moment, we
gather strength to give thanks to the Lord for the gift of this
wonderful priest Fr. Abraham Olickal for the Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam. He served the Catholic Church for 51 years with
great zeal, dedication and commitment.

Let us recall the profile of his life:

Rev.Fr. Abraham Olickal was born on 21st June 1939 Thalinadu,
in Palai Diocese Kerala to Mr. Augustine and Mrs. Catherina as
the third of their nine children, five boys and four girls. His primary
school in Thudanganadu. They all grew up in a warm, closely-knit
and deeply religious family and his parents imbued in their children
a deep love of God and the Church.  Among nine children, five of
them received God's call to work in His vineyard. Brother Mickel
inspired Fr. Abraham to become a Priest. And two of His Siters
are Sr. Lucia and Sr. Sindia belongs to St. Joseph's of Cluny. Fr.
Abraham Olickal joined Minor Seminary in 1960 at Arumanoor.
For his PUC studies, he joined at Thrissur, Kerala in 1962-63. He
joined the  Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam  in May 1963. He did
his spiritual course under Fr. John Leoncini at Nuzvid in 1964. He
completed his Philosophical studies at St. John's Major Seminary
in Nellore, later his theological studies at St. John's Regional
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Seminary  in Hyderabad1964 Oct. he was ordained by  Most Rev.
Mark Gopu on December 13th 1969.

Fr. Abraham served as Assistant in Salur (1970-73) and Rajam
(73-76); As Parish Priest he served in the following parishes:
Palakonda  (76-83); Maharanipeta (83- June 90); Kondadaba (June
90- June 96); Madugula ( June 1996- May 2002); Kakinada  (May
2002- August 2009); Muralinagar (August 2009 - May 2014). As
was advancing years, he opted to be resident in a parish and
therefore he resided at Lourdumatha Parish, Saligramapuram from
May 2014 to May, 2019; he was resident at St. Peter's Cathedral
Parish, Gnanapuram from June 2019 till date.

Fr. Abraham was a passionate and zealous about his priestly life
and ministry. He is known for his simplicity and unassuming nature.
He strived to be faithful to the Church and her teachings. He is
remembered for his kindheartedness and love for the education
of the children and youth. Known for his prayer life, he was ever
ready to sit in the confessional. He was always available for
confessions in the parishes and religious communities. On more
than one account he was exemplary and inspiring to the clergy,
especially the younger clergy. Now, please join me in commending
Fr. Abraham into the hands of the Lord! May his soul rest in eternal
peace!

On behalf of Archdiocese, I want to acknowledge with appreciation
and gratitude the services of Sisters of St. Ann's Hospital,
Malkapuram, and Sisters of St. Joseph of Annecy, Mary Land, all
the doctors and nurses, the supporting staff of the hospital for all
that they did for Fr. Abraham. I want to thank Fr. Varghese Chaprath,
our Procurator, priests and brothers at Archbishop's House, Fr.
Raja Kumar and his community priests, Gnanapuram for all the
help and assistance given to Fr. Abraham in the past three weeks
of illness and hospitalization!

Grant Eternal Rest grant unto him, O Lord and let his perpetual
light shine upon him! May his Soul  rest in eternal peace!
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News from Bharathamithram
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
Library of the Apostolic Palace

Wednesday, 17 June 2020

Catechesis on prayer - 7. 
The prayer of Moses

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

In our itinerary on the theme of prayer, we are realizing that God
never liked to deal with those who prayed the ‘easy’ way’. And Moses
was not a ‘weak’ conversationalist either, from the very first day of
his vocation.

When God called him, Moses was, in human terms, ‘a failure’. The
Book of Exodus portrays him in the land of Midian as a fugitive. As a
young man he had felt compassion for his people, and had aligned
himself in defense of the oppressed. But he soon discovered that,
despite his good intentions, it was not justice, but violence that flowed
from his hands. Thus his dreams of glory were shattered: Moses
was no longer a promising official, destined to rise rapidly in his
career, but rather one who gambled away opportunities, and now
grazed a flock that was not even his own. And it was precisely in the
silence of the Midian desert that God summoned Moses to the
revelation of the burning bush: “‘I am the God of your father, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’. And
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God” (Ex 3:6).

Moses resists God who speaks, who invites him to take care of the
people of Israel once more, with his fears and his objections: he is
not worthy of that mission, he does not know God’s name, he will
not be believed by the Israelites, he has a stammering tongue ... so
many objections. The word that issues most frequently from Moses’
lips, in every prayer he addresses to God, is the question: ‘Why?’
Why have you sent me? Why do you want to free this people? Why?
In the Pentateuch, there is even a dramatic passage where God
reproaches Moses for his lack of trust, a lack that will prevent him
from entering the promised land (cf. Num 20:12).

With these fears, with this often wavering heart, how can Moses
pray? Indeed, Moses appears human like us. And this happens to
us too: when we have doubts, how can we pray? We do not feel like
praying. And it is because of this, his weakness, as well as his
strength, that we are impressed. Entrusted by God to transmit the
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Law to his people, founder of divine worship, mediator of the loftiest
mysteries, he will not for this reason cease to maintain close bonds
of solidarity with his people, especially in the hour of temptation and
sin. He is always attached to his people. Moses never forgets his
people. And this is a great characteristic of pastors: not forgetting
the people, not forgetting one’s roots. It is what Paul says to his
beloved young Bishop Timothy: “Remember your mother and your
grandmother, your roots, your people”. Moses is so friendly with God
that he can speak with Him face to face (cf. Ex 33:11); and he will
remain so friendly with the people that he feels mercy for their sins,
for their temptations, for the sudden nostalgia that the exiles feel for
the past, recalling when they were in Egypt.

Moses does not reject God, but nor does he reject his people. He is
faithful to his flesh and blood, he is faithful to God’s voice. Moses is
not therefore an authoritarian and despotic leader; the Book of
Numbers defines him rather as “very meek, more than all men that
were on the face of the earth” (Num 12:3). Despite his privileged status,
Moses never ceases to belong to the ranks of the poor in spirit who
live by trusting in God as the viaticum of their journey. He is a man of
his people.

Thus, the manner of prayer most proper to Moses is through 
intercession  (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2574). His faith
in God is completely at one with the sense of fatherhood he feels
toward his people. Scripture habitually portrays him with his hands
outstretched toward God, as if to form with his own person a bridge
between heaven and earth. Even in the most difficult moments, even
on the day when the people repudiate God and Moses himself as
leader and make themselves a golden calf, Moses does not feel
inclined to set his people aside. They are my people. They are your
people. They are my people. He does not reject God nor his people.
And he says to God: “this people have sinned a great sin; they have
made for themselves gods of gold. But now, if thou wilt forgive their
sin — and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast
written” (Ex 32:31-32). Moses does not barter his people. He is the
bridge; he is the intercessor. Both of them, the people and God, and
he is in the middle. He does not sell out his people to advance his
career. He does not climb the ladder; he is an intercessor: for his
people, for his flesh and blood, for his history, for his people and for
the God who called him. He is the bridge. What a beautiful example
for all pastors who must be ‘bridges’. This is why they are
called pontifex, bridges. Pastors are the bridges between the people
they belong to, and God, to whom they belong by vocation. This is
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what Moses is: “Lord, forgive their sin, and if you do not forgive, blot
me from the book you have written. I do not want to advance at the
expense of my people”.

And this is the prayer that true believers cultivate in their spiritual
life. Even if they experience people’s shortcomings and their distance
from God, these prayerful people do not condemn them, they do not
reject them. The intercessory attitude is proper to the saints who, in
imitation of Jesus, are ‘bridges’ between God and his people. Moses,
in this sense, was the first great prophet of Jesus, our advocate and
intercessor (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2577). And today,
too, Jesus is the pontifex; he is the bridge between us and the Father.
And Jesus intercedes for us; he shows the Father the wounds that
are the price of our salvation, and he intercedes. And Moses is the
figure of Jesus who today prays for us, intercedes for us.

Moses urges us to pray with the same ardour of Jesus, to intercede
for the world, to remember that despite all its frailties, it still belongs
to God. Everyone belongs to God. The worst sinners, the most wicked
people, the most corrupt leaders, are children of God, and Jesus
feels this and intercedes for everyone. And the world lives and
flourishes to the blessing of the righteous, to the prayer for mercy,
this prayer for mercy that the holy, the righteous, the intercessor, the
priest, the bishop, the Pope, the layperson, any baptized person
unceasingly raises up for humanity, in every place and time in history.
Let us think of Moses, the intercessor. And when we want to condemn
someone and we become angry inside — getting angry can do good,
but condemning does no good – let us intercede for him or her; this
will help us a lot.

Today is the “Day of Conscience”, inspired by the witness of the
Portuguese diplomat Aristides de Sousa Mendes, who some 80 years
ago decided to follow the voice of his conscience and saved the
lives of thousands of Jews and other persecuted people. May
freedom of conscience be respected always and everywhere; and
may every Christian give the example of consistency with an upright
conscience enlightened by the Word of God.

Wednesday, 24 June 2020

Catechesis on prayer - 8. The prayer of David
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

On our itinerary of catecheses on prayer, today we meet King David.
Favoured by God even from his youth, he is chosen for a unique
mission that plays a central role in the history of the People of God
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and of our own faith. In the Gospels, Jesus is called “son of David” a
number of times; in fact, like him, He was born in Bethlehem.
According to the promises, the Messiah would come from the
descendants of David: a King completely after God’s heart, in perfect
obedience to the Father, whose action faithfully realizes His plan of
salvation (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2579).

David’s story begins on the hills surrounding Bethlehem, where he
grazes the flock of his father, Jesse. He is still a boy, the last of many
brothers. So much so that when the prophet Samuel, by God’s order,
goes in search of the new king, it seems almost as if his father has
forgotten about his youngest son (cf. 1 Sam 16:1-13). He worked in
the open air: we can think of him as a friend of the wind, of the sounds
of nature, of the rays of the sun. He has only one companion to comfort
his soul: his harp; and during those long days spent in solitude, he
loves to play and to sing to his God. He also played with the slingshot.
Therefore David is, first and foremost, a shepherd: a man who takes
care of animals, who defends them from oncoming danger, who
provides for their sustenance. When, by God’s will, David will have
to care for his people, the actions he will take will not be very different
from these. This is why the image of the shepherd frequently occurs
in the Bible. Even Jesus defines himself as “the good shepherd”,
whose behaviour is different than that of the mercenary; he offers
his life on behalf of the sheep; he guides them; he knows each of
them by name (cf. Jn 10:11-18).

David learned a lot from his previous job. So, when the prophet
Nathan reproaches him for his very serious sin (cf. 2 Sam 12:1-15),
David understands right away that he has been a bad shepherd,
that he has despoiled another man of his only sheep which he loved,
that he is no longer a humble servant, but a man crazy for power, a
poacher who loots and preys on others.

A second characteristic trait present in David’s vocation is his poet’s
soul. From this small observation, we can deduce that David was
not a vulgar man, as is often the case with individuals who are forced
to live for long periods isolated from society. He is, instead, a sensitive
person who loves music and song. His harp would accompany him
always: sometimes to raise a hymn of joy to God (cf. 2 Sam 6:16),
other times to express a lament, or to confess his own sin (cf. Ps 51:3).

The world that presents itself before his eyes is not a silent scene:
as things unraveled before his gaze he observed a greater mystery.
That is exactly where prayer arises: from the conviction that life is
not something that takes us by surprise, but an astonishing mystery
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that inspires poetry, music, gratitude, praise, even lament and
supplication in us. When a person lacks that poetic dimension, let’s
say, when he lacks poetry, his or her soul limps. Thus, tradition casts
David as the great artist behind the composition of the Psalms. Many
of them, at the beginning, often bear an explicit reference to the king
of Israel, and to some of the more or less noble events of his life.

David, therefore, has a dream: that of being a good shepherd. Sometimes
he will live up to this task, other times less so; what is important,
lament, it is always the same prayer; only the melody changes. In so
doing, David teaches us to let everything enter into dialogue with
God: joy as well as guilt, love as well as suffering, friendship as much
as sickness. Everything can become a word spoken to the “You”
who always listens to us.

David, who knew solitude, was in reality never alone! In the end, this
is the power of prayer in all those who make room for it in their lives.
Prayer gives you nobility, and David is noble because he prays. But
he is a manslayer who prays; he repents and his nobility returns
thanks to prayer. Prayer gives us nobility. It is capable of securing
our relationship with God who is the true Companion on the journey
of every man and woman, amid life’s thousand adversities, good or
bad: but always prayer. Thank you, Lord. I am afraid, Lord. Help me,
Lord. Forgive me, Lord. David’s trust is so great that, when he was
persecuted and had to flee, he did not let anyone defend him: “If my
God humiliates me thus, he knows what he is doing”, because the
nobility of prayer leaves us in God’s hands. Those hands wounded
by love: the only sure hands we have.

Hearty Congratulations  &  Many Happy Returns of the Day
To you, Dear Fathers

Fr. Alphonse Yandava     1         FEAST DAY

Fr. AnandYellanki           1

Fr. ArlaiahPasala            11

Fr. RatnakarKadupukotla   18

Fr. MariaratnamYejjala      20
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The Days To Remember
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NECHROLOGY

“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

01-08-1990 Fr. Alphonse Bossonmsfs, 69 years, died at
Thonon, France

02-08-1981 Bp. Ignatius Gopumsfs, 69 years (Bishop of Vizag
from 1966), died at Visakhapatnam

04-08-2016 Fr.Mathew Nallanirappel, 92 years, died at
Angamaly, Kerala.

06-08-2005 Fr. James SJ, 62 years, died atAmalapuram
07-08-2016 Fr.Alexander Kottam,85 years, died at Vizag
10-08-2005 Fr. Mathew Muthukattil, 62 years, died in

S.Kota(Vizag)
13-08-2018 Fr. Thomas Choorackal, 71 years, died at Vizag
18-081966 Fr. Paul Kizhakeparambilmsfs, 31  years, died at

Visakhapatnam
20-08-1992 Fr. Alphonse Menthonmsfs, 91 years, died at

Thonon, France
21-08-1959 Fr. Joseph Kalapurackal, 34 years, died in a

motor-cycle accident near Ponduru
21-08-1987 Fr. George Vayalilmsfs, 88 years, died at

Ettumanoor, Kerala
22-08-1947 Fr. Petrus   Descombesmsfs,  74  years,   died at

Visakhapatnam.
31-08-2016 Fr. AnnemJoji Reddy, 33 years, died at

Visakhapatnam
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