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The Pastor Speaks …..

Faith should lead us to live our life
with convictions and priorities…!
Life can be lived in any way one likes cannot be
true because there is always certain thinking and
reasoning, though not always very explicit, behind the choice one
makes to live in a certain way. For a Christian believer Sacred
Scriptures, especially the Good News of the Kingdom, Tradition, and
the Teaching authority of the Church provide the ground and the
foundation for living life in a certain way. Of course, it is the Trinitarian
God who we believe as the ultimate source of Sacred Scriptures,
Tradition, and the Teachings of the Church. Life is defined and
explained, and guided in a certain way. Though everything is not crystal
clear, by virtue of one’s belonging to the faith community, the Church,
it is supposed that the parameters of the way one should strive to live
one’s life are understood and accepted. This is what the Christians
are given in the commandments of God, teachings of the Gospel
preached by Our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teachings of the Church.
Therefore, a particular way of living life is given as if there is no other
choice as such if one claims to be a Christian believer! The choice is
only in this, how fully or how partially a given Christian believer chooses
and succeeds to live. To express in a lighter vein, how saintly or how
sinful a given believer chooses to be by following or by not following
the “given” or the “prescribed” way of living Christian life.

From my Christian identity (being) comes the obligation to live
and act in a certain way: It is a matter of joy for every baptized
person that he or she is blessed as a child of God. It is by God’s will
and plan that one is blessed with this status of being a son/daughter:
“he chose us in him (Lord Jesus Christ) before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. He destined
us in love to be his sons (and his daughters) through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of his will…” (Eph 1: 4-5). It is important to
note here, “he chose us and he destined us!” Even as disciples and
apostles, we are chosen by the Lord: “you did not choose me, I chose
you..,” (Jn 15:   ). Once chosen there comes a gradual realization
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about the new way one’s life has to be understood and lived. In a way,
the new understanding of life in general and one’s own life in particular,
demands changes and demands adaptation of one’s life to the values
and priorities, duties and obligations. When accepted and adapted a
new way of living or a way of living that is different from the past will
have to be manifested in the day to day living. The question is how
fully and partially one is able to embrace the newly given identity or
acquired identity with all that is implied in this new identity: “I am human
person who is a ‘baptized member’ in the Christian Community and
therefore, I strive for living my life that goes with this identity given or
acquired through the sacrament of Baptism, ‘a son or daughter of
God’ in the Son of God, Jesus Christ.’’ Therefore, I cannot live in any
way I like; it has to be ‘a Christian way of living!”

Conflict of perspectives a Christian Believer faces: Christian faith
gives certain perspectives to think and act. But, Christians have many
things, in common, except the creed, with the fellow human beings in
a given society, culture, nation, community, tribe, caste, economic or
political background, etc. All these realities connected with a given
individual also influence and determine the perspectives of the given
person or people. Christian faith in spite of the help received or available
from different sources of sustenance of Christian faith and practice,
perspectives and values proposed by other sources do influence and
affect the Christian believers. The demands of these forces do put a
lot of pressure leading a way of living and doing like anyone else around
them. Take for instance; caste phenomenon in the Indian socio-cultural,
historic-religious backdrop is as real in the members of the Christian
Community as it is in the Hindu community. But, segregation and
isolation, unequal treatmentm, ignoring the human dignity that is
everyone’s right, forced to live always on the periphery because of the
caste one is born into, seeking privileges and rights based on caste,
denial of certain privileges because of caste, and many such things
are not uncommon among the members of the Christian Community
even though these things are against the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
the teachings of the Church. The radical decision to uphold and live by
Christian Faith against the evils of the caste phenomenon is not
forthcoming among the members of the Christian Community. One
does not necessarily hate another of different caste identity but does
not also give up those aspects that are actually opposite of the
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Teachings of the Scriptures and Christian faith! Life is lived with
conflicting perspectives. One should not have the attitude of
helplessness saying, “what to do! I cannot change or swim against the
current!” If Christian faith is important and adherence to it is the only
important thing, then one has to keep striving to struggle against all
that is against it. In small little ways one can and should start with
oneself!

Saints tells us that swimming against the current is possible but
should share “victimhood” of Jesus Christ!: A Christian does not
glorify suffering but one has to suffer, even to the point of dying, for the
sake of faith and it is counted as something meritorious and rewarding
too. Martyrdom marked the history of Christianity from the Apostolic
times onwards. St. Stephen, the first martyr and James, the apostle,
were first among those who bore witness to Jesus Christ and suffered
death at the hands of the persecutors. Suffering for the sake of
righteousness and dying for faith in Christ remains the characteristic
feature of the history of the Church. In our own times and in our country
we have people who died as martyrs: Blessed Rani Maria and many
simple Christians who died in Khandamal or Syria because of their
faith in Jesus Christ. Martyrs are saints and powerful witnesses to
Christ! But, not all the saints are martyrs suffering physical violence
and death! Saints venerated in the Church, difficult to count the number,
are the men and women who lived their life according to  their faith in
Jesus Christ in varied circumstances and in varied walks of life, fulfilling
the particular mission they are called for. In the life of the saints it is not
so much physical tortures and sufferings that made them saints but in
the sacrifices they made for the sake of their love for Jesus Christ and
in the self denial for the sake of the particular charism they were blessed
with or the mission they were called for. In dying as martyrs and in
living a self-sacrificing life in fulfilling the mission at hand, saints share
in the victimhood of Jesus Christ: “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless the
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit. He who loves his life loses it, and he who
loses his life in this world will keep it for eternal life” ( Jn 12: 24-25).
Our Lord died and was raised to life; we who are his followers are
called to die and to rise! It is important to see this point: we who offer
the Holy Sacrifice of Christ at the Eucharistic celebration should offer
our life as sacrifice to the Lord; Christ is the victim in the sacrifice on
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the Cross and we have to share the victimhood of Christ by our self
sacrificing life as Christians.

We embrace a particular state of life recognizing as a call within
the call to Christian life: Vocation to be a disciple of Jesus Christ is
what every Christian believes and devotes himself to walk in the path
of discipleship. Vocation in this sense is true not just of those who
embrace priestly and religious life but applies to every Christian
whichever be one's state of life: married state of life, consecrated single,
members of secular state, etc. Now, the call to discipleship is for every
Christian and has to be taken personally as the main aim of one’s life.
Learning by constant listening to God through His Word and reviewing
one’s life through the examination of conscience, every Christian
believer should strive to be stable in following the way of Jesus Christ
which is the way of the Good News of the Kingdom! This implies that
everyone, be it a priest, a male or female religious or those who embrace
married life and family life while being faithful to their commitments,
duties and obligations pertaining to the given state of life. There is a
Christian spirituality and Christian morality that need to be upheld in
small and big things. Concretely, this should mean that one has to
manifest one’s discipleship and Christian faith in taking decisions, in
exercising power and authority, in handling resources, material and
other resources of the institution or society or congregation. Finances,
a well provided life, enjoyment, comfort and pleasure are important in
life. But, truthfulness and honesty, values and principles embodied in
the commandments and teachings of God should be evidently present
in all the above matters. This implies that those who are priests and
religious have to manifest their faithfulness to the spirit of priesthood
and religious life in their adherence to the teachings of Jesus, teachings
of the Church, in following the rules and regulations that govern the
priestly and religious life, and in their faithfulness to the promises and
vows: poverty, chastity (celibacy), and obedience. Similarly, those
Christians who are in the married state and in family life, their Christian
faith has to be manifested in the faithfulness to the spouse, living up to
the family values and commitments, while following the commandments
of God and teachings of the Gospel, etc. So, Life has to be lived in a
deliberate and conscious way guided by what one is called to be as a
Christian, not any way one likes!
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“His divine power has granted us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own
glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and
very great promises, that through these you may escape from
corruption that is in the world because of passion, and become
partakers of the divine nature. For this very reason make every effort
to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and
steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection,
and brotherly affection with love. For if these things are yours and
abound, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these things
is blind and shortsighted and has forgotten that he was cleansed
from his old sins” (2Pet 1: 3-10).

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET  US  PRAY
For Holy Father’s Monthly Prayer Intention

Universal prayer intention- Our Families

We pray that today’s families may be accompanied with love,
respect and guidance.
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. The long awaited newly printed Telugu Bibles will arrive soon
and will be available at Procurator’s office, Archbishop’s House
for Rs.200.00 per copy. As the printing and distributing cost has
gone up due to the current prices of paper and other materials,
the printing cost per copy came upto Rs. 265.00 per copy. But,
TCBC, Telugu Catholic Bishops Council, has subsidized Rs.
65.00 per copy. Therefore the newly printed Bible is made
available for Rs. 200.00 per copy. For our Archdiocese we have
placed order for 7,500 copies but they will be supplied over the
next three or four months. The Press people have to supply to
all other dioceses in the Telugu Region a total of 85,000 copies. In
the beginning, therefore, please do not ask for large number
of copies and kindly do the payment when copies of the
Bible are taken. We have to pay the TCBC Commission for
Bible so that the press is paid on time.

2. "Swarna Manjari", Prayer Book cum hymnal in Telugu in use in
Archdiocese is reprinted. As the previous stock got over, Fr.
Varghese Chaprath took initiative to print the book again. He
took the help of Fr. Mohan Prasad for correcting all the mistakes
in the previous version and for including more prayers and more
hymns/songs. Naturally, there are more pages and the new book
is slightly bigger in size. We appreciate Fr. Varghese and Fr.
Mohan Prasad, and all those who helped to get this nicely
prepared new edition of “Swarna Manjari.”  Each copy is
priced Rs. 100.00. Given the number of pages and bigger in
size, hundred rupees is reasonably priced! 

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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We pray tht God will grant you strength and grace as you
enter into this special ministry to God's people.

Heartfelt Condolences to
Fr. Ch. Raja Kumar & Fr. Vijay Kumar MSFS

June 26th was a day of sorrow to Rev. Fr. Raja Kumar & Rev. Fr.
Vijay Kumar, MSFS who lost their beloved Grand Mother Smt.
Kuracha Rosamma, age 85 years. Let us all pray for the repose
soul of Smt. Kuracha Rosamma, that she may enjoy the everlasting
bliss. We the clergy and religious of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese
express our deep sorrow and heartfelt condolence to our beloved
Fathers and to his family members and relatives.
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June 23rd was a day of sorrow to Rev.Fr. Sunil Boddu, assistant
parish priest of Saluru-2 and his family members who lost their
beloved father, Mr. Pushpanadham Boddu. Some of our priests were
present for the funeral mass on 24th and memorial Mass which was
held on 04th of July, at his hometown in Pakalapadu.

Let us all pray for the repose soul of Mr.Pushpanadham Boddu that
he may enjoy the everlasting bliss. We the clergy and religious of
Visakhapatnam Archdiocese express our deep sorrow and heartfelt
condolence to our beloved Fr. Sunil Boddu and to his family members
and relatives.

Adieu to
our beloved

Sr. Mary Rita

Mary Sequera was born to Mr. Joseph Sequera and Mrs. Benedicta
Sequera of an ancient and devout Catholic Family belonging to St.
Sebastian’s Church in Bendure in the Diocese of Mangalore. She was
born on 7th May 1926, and in two days was baptized on 9th May. She
received the Sacrament of Confirmation on 9th November 1933. Her
mother was called to her eternal reward when she was just 3 years old.
She along with her Dad and brother were orphaned with this sad demise
of her mother. She engaged in teaching service for about ten years after

Heartfelt
Condolences to
Fr. Sunil Boddu
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her studies being submissive to the care of her Father and paternal
aunt. She lost her only brother when he was 19 and she was only 21.
Inspired by the call of God, she joined the Poor Clares of Perpetual
Adoration at Kollam, Kerala at the age of 30 in 1956. After three years
she started her novitiate and received the name Sr. Mary Rita of Jesus
and in 1959 she made her profession. When the Vizag community
was in need of more members, she readily volunteered and joined
our community in 1991. Her pleasing gentle manner of speech and
example was one of her main characteristics. She was every ready to
extend her support for any special intentions of the community or any
of her co-sisters. She served the Community as its Abbess for 6 years
and as a Councillor on different occasions. Many of our juniors were
under her care as their novice directress. She was given charge of
teaching the aspirants and postulants. This she carried it very faithfully
till was unable to continue anymore because of her age. But she never
displayed any lenience in being faithful to community exercises, prayer
and divine office at different Liturgical Hours. She was very healthy
and had a strong will for any tedious work and it is very easy for
sisters to approach her for any acts of Charity. Recent years she
developed very joyful countenance. And one could see her clapping
hands though hardly any sound is heard during recreation. She used
to relate long stories from her old memory. Though she had fallen a
few times, she recovered by the grace of God. During her resting
time, we hear her calling on the name of Jesus; even in the hospital
she is continually repeating the name of Jesus.

She was taken to St. Joseph’s Hospital on 21st June 2020 as sisters
noticed that she is not responding in the normal way and found very
weak. Doctors and the Sisters attending on her found that her Sodium
levels were little less than the normal understandably for her age.
Every possible help has been provided. At about 5.30pm it was
indicated that the end is inevitable. Our archbishop has been called
in. As the prayers have been said by His Grace Most Rev. Dr. M
Prakash our Dear Sister Mary Rita joined the heavenly chorus we
believe at about 6 in the evening.

As she was clapping and praising and thanking Jesus she just slipped
away from this world to the next to praise and thank him face to face.
As she lived a silent and joyful life so she ended it.

Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord,
And let the perpetual light shine upon her.

May she rest in peace forever !  Amen.
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National Youth Sunday 2020
Dear Youth Secretaries

Greetings from the National
Youth Commission.

Every year we celebrate the
National Youth Sunday on the
second Sunday in the month
of August. We are aware that
there are a lot of other
celebrations in the month of
August and we request you to
celebrate this day
meaningfully according to
your convenience.

Secondly this year due to
COVID -19 situation we are
stil l uncertain about
reopening our churches and
having Eucharistic
celebrations like pre covid days. If possible kindly make use of the
liturgy sent or else circulate this to young people. Be creative and
see how you can celebrte this special day. Kindly also share this
with the priests in your diocese. If needed translate this in your
local language for better participation. 

I have also attached the poster. In case you need an open file
(Indesign CS-3), kindly send me an email.

Thank you for your cooperation and all the good work you do.

Sincerely

Fr. Chetan Macado
Executive Secretary
National Youth Commission
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HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS HOMILY
ON THE SOLEMNITY OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES

On the feast of the two Apostles of this
City, I would like to share with you two
key words: unity and prophecy.

Unity. We celebrate together two very
different individuals: Peter, a fisherman
who spent his days amid boats and
nets, and Paul, a learned Pharisee
who taught in synagogues. When they
went forth on mission, Peter spoke to
Jews, and Paul to pagans. And when
their paths crossed, they could argue
heatedly, as Paul is unashamed to
admit in one of his letters (cf. Gal 2:11).
In short, they were two very different
people, yet they saw one another as

brothers, as happens in close-knit families where there may be
frequent arguments but unfailing love. Yet the closeness that joined
Peter and Paul did not come from natural inclinations, but from
the Lord. He did not command us to like one another, but to love
one another. He is the one who unites us, without making us all
alike. He unites us in our differences.

Today’s first reading brings us to the source of this unity. It relates
how the newly born Church was experiencing a moment of crisis:
Herod was furious, a violent persecution had broken out, and the
Apostle James had been killed. And now Peter had been arrested.
The community seemed headless, everyone fearing for his life.
Yet at that tragic moment no one ran away, no one thought about
saving his own skin, no one abandoned the others, but all joined
in prayer. From prayer they drew strength, from prayer came a
unity more powerful than any threat. The text says that, “while
Peter was kept in prison, the Church prayed fervently to God for
him” (Acts 12:5). Unity is the fruit of prayer, for prayer allows the
Holy Spirit to intervene, opening our hearts to hope, shortening
distances and holding us together at times of difficulty.
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Let us notice something else: at that dramatic moment, no one
complained about Herod’s evil and his persecution. No one abused
Herod – and we are so accustomed to abuse those who are in
charge. It is pointless, even tedious, for Christians to waste their
time complaining about the world, about society, about everything
that is not right. Complaints change nothing. Let us remember that
complaining is the second door that closes us off from the Holy
Spirit, as I said on Pentecost Sunday. The first is narcissism, the
second discouragement, the third pessimism. Narcissism makes
you look at yourself constantly in a mirror; discouragement leads
to complaining and pessimism to thinking everything is dark and
bleak. These three attitudes close the door to the Holy Spirit. Those
Christians did not cast blame; rather, they prayed. In that community,
no one said: “If Peter had been more careful, we would not be in
this situation”. No one. Humanly speaking, there were reasons to
criticize Peter, but no one criticized him. They did not complain
about Peter; they prayed for him. They did not talk about Peter
behind his back; they talked to God. We today can ask: “Are we
protecting our unity, our unity in the Church, with prayer? Are we
praying for one another?” What would happen if we prayed more
and complained less, if we had a more tranquill tongue? The same
thing that happened to Peter in prison: now as then, so many closed
doors would be opened, so many chains that bind would be broken.
We would be amazed, like the maid who saw Peter at the gate and
did not open it, but ran inside, astonished by the joy of seeing Peter
(cf. Acts 12:10-17). Let us ask for the grace to be able to pray for
one another. Saint Paul urged Christians to pray for everyone,
especially those who govern (cf. 1 Tim 2:1-3). “But this governor
is…”, and there are many adjectives. I will not mention them,
because this is neither the time nor the place to mention adjectives
that we hear directed against those who govern. Let God judge
them; let us pray for those who govern! Let us pray: for they need
prayer. This is a task that the Lord has entrusted to us. Are we
carrying it out? Or do we simply talk, abuse and do nothing? God
expects that when we pray we will also be mindful of those who do
not think as we do, those who have slammed the door in our face,
those whom we find it hard to forgive. Only prayer unlocks chains,
as it did for Peter; only prayer paves the way to unity.

Today we bless the pallia to be bestowed on the Dean of the College
of Cardinals and the Metropolitan Archbishops named in the last
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year. The pallium is a sign of the unity between the sheep and the
Shepherd who, like Jesus, carries the sheep on his shoulders, so
as never to be separated from it. Today too, in accordance with a
fine tradition, we are united in a particular way with the Ecumenical
Patriarchate of Constantinople. Peter and Andrew were brothers,
and, whenever possible, we exchange fraternal visits on our
respective feast days. We do so not only out of courtesy, but as a
means of journeying together towards the goal that the Lord points
out to us: that of full unity. We could not do so today because of the
difficulty of travel due to the coronavirus, but when I went to venerate
the remains of Peter, in my heart I felt my beloved brother
Bartholomew. They are here, with us.

The second word is prophecy. Unity and prophecy. The Apostles
were challenged by Jesus. Peter heard Jesus’ question: “Who do
you say I am?” (cf. Mt 16:15). At that moment he realized that the
Lord was not interested in what others thought, but in Peter’s
personal decision to follow him. Paul’s life changed after a similar
challenge from Jesus: “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
(Acts 9:4). The Lord shook Paul to the core: more than just knocking
him to the ground on the road to Damascus, he shattered Paul’s
illusion of being respectably religious. As a result, the proud Saul
turned into Paul, a name that means “small”. These challenges and
reversals are followed by prophecies: “You are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my Church” (Mt 16:18); and, for Paul: “He is a chosen
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings
and the sons of Israel” (Acts 9:15). Prophecy is born whenever we
allow ourselves to be challenged by God, not when we are concerned
to keep everything quiet and under control. Prophecy is not born
from my thoughts, from my closed heart. It is born if we allow
ourselves to be challenged by God. When the Gospel overturns
certainties, prophecy arises. Only someone who is open to God’s
surprises can become a prophet. And there they are: Peter and Paul,
prophets who look to the future. Peter is the first to proclaim that
Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt 16:16). Paul, who
considers his impending death: “From now on there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord will award to me” (2
Tim 4:8).

Today we need prophecy, but real prophecy: not fast talkers who
promise the impossible, but testimonies that the Gospel is possible.
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What is needed are not miraculous shows. It makes me sad when I
hear someone say, “We want a prophetic Church”. All right. But what
are you doing, so that the Church can be prophetic? We need lives
that show the miracle of God’s love. Not forcefulness, but
forthrightness. Not palaver, but prayer. Not speeches, but service.
Do you want a prophetic Church? Then start serving and be quiet.
Not theory, but testimony. We are not to become rich, but rather to
love the poor. We are not to save up for ourselves, but to spend
ourselves for others. To seek not the approval of this world, of being
comfortable with everyone - here we say: “being comfortable with
God and the devil”, being comfortable with everyone -; no, this is not
prophecy. We need the joy of the world to come. Not better pastoral
plans that seem to have their own self-contained efficiency, as if
they were sacraments; efficient pastoral plans, no. We need pastors
who offer their lives: lovers of God. That is how Peter and Paul
preached Jesus, as men in love with God. At his crucifixion, Peter
did not think about himself but about his Lord, and, considering
himself unworthy of dying like Jesus, asked to be crucified upside
down. Before his beheading, Paul thought only of offering his life;
he wrote that he wanted to be “poured out like a libation” (2 Tim 4:6).
That was prophecy. Not words. That was prophecy, the prophecy
that changed history.

Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus prophesied to Peter: “You are Peter
and on this rock I will build my Church”. There is a similar prophecy
for us too. It is found in the last book of the Bible, where Jesus
promises his faithful witnesses “a white stone, on which a new name
is written” (Rev 2:17). Just as the Lord turned Simon into Peter, so
he is calling each one of us, in order to make us living stones with
which to build a renewed Church and a renewed humanity. There
are always those who destroy unity and stifle prophecy, yet the Lord
believes in us and he asks you: “Do you want to be a builder of
unity? Do you want to be a prophet of my heaven on earth?” Brothers
and sisters, let us be challenged by Jesus, and find the courage to
say to him: “Yes, I do!”
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
Wednesday, 13 May 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Catechesis on prayer - 2. The prayer of a Christian

Today we take our second step in the journey of catecheses on prayer
that we began last week.

Prayer belongs to everyone: to men and women of every religion,
and probably also to those who profess none. Prayer arises in our
innermost self, in that interior place that spiritual authors call “heart”
(cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2562-2563). Therefore, it is
not something peripheral that prays within us, it is not some secondary
and marginal ability that we have, but rather it is our most intimate
mystery. It is this mystery that prays. Feelings pray, but one cannot
say that prayer is only feeling. Intelligence prays, but praying is not
simply an intellectual act. The body prays, but one can speak with
God even having the most serious disability. Thus the entire man
prays if he prays with his “heart”.

Prayer is an impulse; it is an invocation that goes beyond ourselves:
something that is born in the intimacy of our person and extends,
because it senses the nostalgia of an encounter. That nostalgia which
is more than a need, more than a necessity: it is a path. Prayer is the
voice of an “I” that fumbles, that proceeds unsteadily in search of a
“You”. The encounter between the “I” and the “You” cannot occur via
calculators: it is a human encounter and we often proceed unsteadily
in order to find the “You” that my “I” is seeking.

Instead, the prayer of a Christian arises from a revelation: the “You”
did not remain shrouded in mystery, but rather entered into a
relationship with us. Christianity is the religion that continually
celebrates God’s “manifestation”, that is, his epiphany. The first feasts
of the liturgical year are the celebration of this God who does not
remain hidden, but rather  offers his friendship to mankind. God
reveals his glory in the poverty of Bethlehem, in the contemplation
of the Magi, in the baptism in the River Jordan, in the miracle of the
wedding at Cana. The Gospel of John concludes the great hymn of
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the Prologue with a concise affirmation,: “No one has ever seen
God; the only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made
him known” (1:18). It was Jesus who revealed God to us.

The prayer of a Christian enters into a relationship with the God of
the most tender face, who does not wish to instill any fear in men
and women. This is the first characteristic of Christian prayer. While
men and women had always been accustomed to drawing near to
God  somewhat intimidated, somewhat fearful of this fascinating
and tremendous mystery, while they had been accustomed to
worshiping him with a servile attitude, similar to that of a vassal
who does not wish to disrespect his lord, Christians instead address
him by daring to  call him intimately with the name, “Father”. Indeed,
Jesus uses the other word: “Dad”.

Christianity has banned all “feudal” relationships from the bond with
God. In the heritage of our faith there are no expressions such as
“subjection”, “slavery” or “servitude”; but rather,  words like
“covenant”, “friendship”, “promise”, “communion”, “closeness”. In
his long farewell discourse to his disciples, Jesus says this: “No
longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what
his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have
heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose
me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and
bear fruit and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask
the Father in my name, he may give it to you” (Jn 15:15-16). But
this is a blank cheque: “whatever you ask the Father in my name, I
will give to you”!

God is a friend, an ally, a spouse. In prayer one can establish an
intimate relationship with him, so much so that in the “Our Father”
Jesus taught us to address to him a series of questions. We can
ask God everything, everything; explain everything, recount
everything. It does not matter if we feel flawed in our relationship
with God: we are not good friends, we are not grateful children, we
are not faithful spouses. He continues to love us. It is what Jesus
shows definitively at the Last Supper when he says: “This cup which
is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood” (Lk 22:20).

 With that gesture in the Upper Room, Jesus foreshadows  the
mystery of the Cross. God is a faithful ally: if men and women cease
to love him, he nevertheless continues to love, even if love leads
him to Calvary. God is always close to our heart’s door and he
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waits for us to open it to him. And sometimes he knocks on the
heart, but he is not intrusive: he waits. God’s patience with us is
the patience of a father, of one who loves us dearly. I would say it
is the combined patience of  a father and a mother. Always close
to our heart, and when he knocks he does so with tenderness and
with much love.

 Let us all try to pray this way, by entering the mystery of the
Covenant. To place ourselves through prayer into the merciful arms
of God, to feel enveloped by that mystery of happiness which is
Trinitarian life, to feel like guests who were not worthy of so much
honour. And to repeat to God in the wonder of prayer: how can you
know only love? He does not know hatred. He is hated but he does
not know hatred. He knows only love. This is the God to whom we
pray. This is the incandescent core of all Christian prayer. The God
of love, our Father who waits for us and accompanies us.

Wednesday, 20 May 2020

Catechesis on prayer - 3. The mystery of Creation

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Let us continue the catechesis on prayer, by meditating on the
mystery of Creation. Life, the simple fact that we exist, opens
mankind’s heart to prayer.

The first page of the Bible resembles a great hymn of thanksgiving.
The narrative of Creation has a rhythm with refrains, where the
goodness and beauty of every living thing is continually
emphasized. With his word, God calls to life, and every thing comes
into existence. With his word, he separates life from darkness,
alternates day and night, interchanges the seasons, opens a palette
of colours with the variety of plants and animals. In this overflowing
forest that quickly vanquishes the chaos, the last one to appear is
man. And this appearance inspires an extreme exultation that
amplifies his satisfaction and joy: “God saw everything that he had
made, and behold, it was very good (Gen 1:31). Very good, but
also beautiful: the beauty of all creation can be seen!

The beauty and mystery of Creation create in the human heart the
first impulse that evokes prayer (cf. Catechism of the Catholic
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Church, 2566). The eighth Psalm which we heard earlier states:
“When I look at thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and
the stars which thou hast established; what is man that thou art
mindful of him, and the son of man that thou dost care for him?”
(vv. 3-4). The one praying contemplates the mystery of the life
around him; he sees the starry sky that lies above him — and that
astrophysics shows us today in all its immensity — and asks himself
what loving plan must there be behind such ponderous work!....
And, in this boundless expanse, what is man? ‘Almost nothing’,
another Psalm states (cf. 89:48): a being that is born, a being that
dies, an extremely fragile creature. Yet, in all the universe, the
human being is the only creature aware of the great profusion of
beauty. A small being who is born, who dies; he is here today and
gone tomorrow. He is the only one who is aware of this beauty.
We are aware of this beauty!

Mankind’s prayer is closely linked to the sentiment of wonder. The
greatness of man is infinitesimal when compared to the dimensions
of the universe. His greatest conquests seem quite small...
However man is not nothing. In prayer a sentiment of mercy is
powerfully confirmed. Nothing exists by chance: the secret of the
universe lies in a benevolent gaze that someone meets in our eyes.
The Psalm states that we are made little less than God; we are
crowned with glory and honour (cf. 8:6). The relationship with God
is man’s greatness, his enthronement. By nature we are almost
nothing, small, but by vocation, by calling, we are the children of
the great King!

It is an experience that many of us have had. If life’s events, with
all their bitterness, sometimes risk choking the gift of prayer that is
within us, it is enough to contemplate a starry sky, a sunset, a
flower..., in order to rekindle a spark of thanksgiving. This
experience is perhaps the basis of the first page of the Bible.

The people of Israel were not experiencing happy days when the
great biblical narrative of Creation was written. An enemy power
had occupied their land; many had been deported, and they now
found themselves slaves in Mesopotamia. There was no more
homeland, nor temple, nor social and religious life, nothing.
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Yet, precisely in starting from the great narrative of Creation,
someone began to find reasons for thanksgiving, to praise God for
his or her existence. Prayer is the first strength of hope. You pray
and hope grows, it moves forward. I would say that prayer opens
the door to hope. There is hope but I open the door with my prayer.
Because people of prayer safeguard basic truths; they are the ones
who repeat, first and foremost to themselves and then to all the
others, that this life, despite all its toils and trials, despite its difficult
days, is full of a grace that is awe inspiring. And as such it must
always be defended and protected.

Men and women who pray know that hope is stronger than
discouragement. They believe that love is more powerful than death,
and that surely one day it will triumph, even if in times and ways
that we do not understand. Men and women of prayer bear gleaming
reflections of light on their faces: because, the sun does not stop
illuminating them, even in the darkest of days. Prayer illuminates
you: it illuminates the souls, it illuminates the heart and it illuminates
the face. Even in the darkest times, even in times of greatest
suffering.

We are all bearers of joy. Have you considered this? That you are
bearers of joy? Or do you prefer to bring bad news, things that
sadden? We are capable of bearing joy. This life is the gift that God
gave us: and it is too short to consume it in sadness, in bitterness.
Let us praise God, happy to simply exist. Let us look at the universe,
let us look at beauty and let us also look at our crosses and say:
‘You exist, you made us like this, for you’. It is necessary to feel
that unrest of the heart that leads to thanking and praising God.
We are children of the great King, of the Creator, capable of reading
his signature in all of Creation. We are not safeguarding that creation
today, but that creation holds the signature of God who made it out
of love. May the Lord make us understand this ever more deeply
and lead us to say “thank you”; and that “thank you” is a beautiful
prayer.
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Wednesday, 27 May 2020

Catechesis on prayer - 4. The prayer of the righteous

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are dedicating today’s catechesis to the prayer of the righteous.

God’s plan for humanity is good, but in our daily affairs we
experience the presence of evil. It is a daily experience. The first
chapters of the Book of Genesis describe the progressive expansion
of sin in human affairs. Adam and Eve (cf. Gen 3:1-7) doubt God’s
good intentions; they think they are dealing with an envious God
who impedes their happiness. This is where their rebellion comes
from: they no longer believe in a generous Creator who desires
their happiness. Yielding to the temptation of evil, their hearts are
overcome by a delirium of omnipotence: ‘if we eat the fruit from the
tree we will become like God’ (cf. v. 5). And this is temptation: this is
ambition that enters hearts. But their experience goes in the opposite
direction: their eyes are opened and they discover they are naked
(cf. v. 7), with nothing. Do not forget this: the tempter is a bad payer,
he does not pay well.

Evil becomes even more disruptive with the second human
generation, it is stronger: it is the story of Cain and Abel (cf. Gen 4:1-
16). Cain is envious of his brother; there is the seed of envy; even
though he is the first born, he sees Abel as a rival, one who
undermines his primacy. Evil appears in his heart and Cain is unable
to control it. Evil begins to enter his heart: his thoughts are always
turned to looking badly upon the other, with suspicion. And this
occurs with his thoughts too: “This one is evil, he will hurt me”. And
this thought enters his heart ....And thus the story of the first
brotherhood ends in murder. I think of human fraternity today... war
everywhere.

In Cain’s descendants, arts and crafts develop, but violence
develops too, expressed by the sinister canticle of Lamech, which
sounds like a hymn of revenge: “I have killed a man for wounding
me, a young man for striking me, if Cain is avenged seven times,
truly Lamech seventy-seven fold” (4:23-24). Vengeance: “You did
this, you will pay”. But the judge does not say this, I do. And I make
myself the judge of the situation. And in this way evil spreads like
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wildfire, until it occupies the entire picture: “The Lord saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (6:5). The
great frescos of the universal flood (ch. 6-7) and of the tower of
Babel (ch. 11) reveal that there is need of a new beginning, like a
new creation, which will be fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

Yet, in these first pages of the Bible, another, less striking, much
more humble and pious story is also written, which represents the
release of hope. While almost everyone behaves in a wicked
manner, making hatred and conquest the great engine of human
affairs, there are people who are capable of praying to God with
sincerity, capable of writing mankind’s destiny in a different way.
Abel offers God the firstling sacrifice. After his death, Adam and
Eve had a third son, Seth, to whom Enosh (which means ‘mortal’)
was born, and it is stated: “At that time men began to call upon the
name of the Lord”. (4:26). Then Enoch appears, a person who
“walked with God” and was taken to heaven (cf. 5:22, 24). And lastly
there is the story of Noah, a righteous man who “walked with God”
(6:9), before whom God withheld his intention to blot out mankind
(cf. 6:7-8).

While reading these narratives, one has the impression that prayer
is a bulwark; it is man’s refuge before the flood wave of evil that
grows in the world. On closer inspection, we also pray to be saved
from ourselves. It is important to pray: “Lord, please, save me from
myself, from my ambitions, from my passions”. The prayerful of the
first pages of the Bible are peace workers: indeed, when prayer is
authentic, it frees one from the instincts of violence and it is a gaze
directed to God, that he may return to take care of the heart of
mankind. We read in the Catechism: “This kind of prayer is lived by
many righteous people in all religions” (ccc, 2569). Prayer cultivates
flowerbeds of rebirth in places where man’s hatred has only been
able to expand the desert. And prayer is powerful because it attracts
the power of God and the power of God always gives life: always.
He is the God of life and he causes rebirth.

This is why God’s lordship passes through this chain of men and
women, often misunderstood or marginalized in the world. But the
world lives and grows thanks to the power of God whom these
servants attract with their prayer. It is not at all a boisterous chain,
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and rarely makes headlines, yet it is so important to restoring trust
to the world!

I remember the story of one man: an important government leader
not from these days, but from the past. An atheist who had no
religious feeling in his heart, but as a child he heard his grandmother
pray, and this remained in his heart. And at a very difficult time in his
life, that memory returned to his heart and said: “But my grandmother
used to pray...”. He thus began to pray with his grandmother’s
formulas, and there he found Jesus. Prayer is always a chain of life:
many men and women who pray sow life.

Prayer sows life, small prayers: this is why it is so important to teach
children to pray. I suffer when I encounter children who do not know
how to make the sign of the Cross. They have to be taught to make
the sign of the Cross properly, because it is the first prayer. Then
perhaps they may forget, take another path, but the first prayers
learned as a child remain in the heart, because they are a seed of
life, the seed of dialogue with God.

The journey of God in the history of God is conveyed through them:
it has passed through a “remainder” of humanity that has not
conformed to the law of the fittest, but has asked God to perform his
miracles, and above all to transform our hearts of stone into hearts
of flesh (cf. Ez 36:26). And this helps prayer: because prayer opens
the door to God, turning our often stony hearts into a human heart.
And this demands a lot of humanity, and with humanity one can
pray well.

Wednesday, 3 June 2020

Catechesis on prayer - 5. The prayer of Abraham

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

There is a voice that suddenly resonates in Abraham’s life. A voice
that invites him to undertake a journey that he knows is absurd: a
voice that spurs him to uproot himself from his homeland, from his
family roots, in order to move toward a new, different future. And it is
all based on a promise, in which he needs only to have trust. And to
have trust in a promise is not easy. It takes courage. And Abraham
had trust.
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The Bible is silent on the steps of the first patriarch. The logic of
things leaves us to presume that he had worshipped other divinities;
perhaps he was a wise man, accustomed to observing the heavens
and the stars. The Lord, in fact, promised him that his descendants
would be as numerous as the stars that speckle the sky.

And Abraham sets out. He listens to the voice of God and trusts in
His word. This is important: he trusts the Word of God. And with this
departure of his, a new way of understanding the relationship with
God arose. It is for this reason that the patriarch Abraham is present
in the great Jewish, Christian and Islamic spiritual traditions as the
perfect man of God, capable of being submissive to Him, even when
His will proves arduous, if not completely incomprehensible.

Abraham is thus the man of the Word. When God speaks, man
becomes the receptor of that Word and his life the place in which it
seeks to become flesh. This is a great novelty in man’s religious
journey: the life of a believer begins to be understood as a vocation,
thus as a calling, as the place where a promise is fulfilled; and he
moves in the world not so much under the weight of an enigma, but
with the power of that promise, which one day will be fulfilled. And
Abraham believed God’s promise. He believed and he set out without
knowing where he was going — thus says the Letter to the Hebrews
(cf. 11:8). But he had trust.

In reading the Book of Genesis, we discover that Abraham
experienced prayer in constant faithfulness to that Word, which
periodically appeared along his path. In short, we could say that in
Abraham’s life faith becomes history. Faith becomes history. Indeed
Abraham, with his life, with his example teaches us this path, this
path in which faith becomes history. God is no longer seen only in
cosmic phenomena, as a distant God, who can instill fear. The God
of Abraham becomes “my God”, the God of my personal history,
who guides my steps, who does not abandon me; the God of my
days, companion in my adventures; the God Providence. I ask myself
and I ask you: do we have this experience with God? “My God”, the
God who accompanies me, the God of my personal history, the God
who guides my steps, who does not abandon me, the God of my
days? Do we have this experience? Let us think about this a bit.

Abraham’s experience is also attested to in one of the most original
texts of the history of spirituality: the Memorial of Blaise Pascal. It
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begins like this: “God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, not
of the philosophers and savants. Certitude, certitude; feeling, joy,
peace. God of Jesus Christ”. This memorial, written on a small
parchment and found after his death, sewn inside the philosopher’s
clothing, expresses not an intellectual reflection that a wise man
like him can conceive of God, but the living, experienced sense of
His presence. Pascal even noted the precise instant in which he felt
that reality, having finally encountered it: the evening of 23 November
1654. It is not the abstract God or the cosmic God, no. He is the
God of a person, of a calling, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, of
Jacob, the God who is certainty, who is feeling, who is joy.

“Abraham’s prayer is expressed first by deeds: a man of silence, he
constructs an altar to the Lord at each stage of his journey”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2570). Abraham does not build
a temple, but scatters the path of stones that recall God’s passage.
A surprising God, as when He pays a visit in the form of three guests,
whom Abraham and Sarah welcomed with care, and the three
announce the birth of their son Isaac (cf. Gen 18:1-15). Abraham
was 100 years old and his wife was more or less 90. And they
believed, they trusted God. And Sarah, his wife, conceived. At that
age! This is the God of Abraham, our God who accompanies us.

Thus, Abraham becomes familiar with God, even able to argue with
Him, but ever faithful. He speaks with God and argues. Up to the
supreme test, when God asks him to sacrifice his very son Isaac,
the son of his elder years, his sole heir. Here Abraham lives faith as
a tragedy, as a groping walk in the night, under a sky that, this time,
is starless. And many times this also happens to us, to walk in the
dark but with faith. God himself will halt Abraham’s hand, already
prepared to strike, because He saw his willingness truly complete
(cf. Gen 22:1-19).

Brothers and sisters, let us learn from Abraham; let us learn how to
pray with faith: to listen to the Lord, to walk, to dialogue, up to arguing.
Let us not be afraid to argue with God! I will even say something
that may seem like heresy. Many times I have heard people say to
me: “You know, this happened to me and I became very angry with
God” — “You had the courage to be angry at God?” — “Yes, I got
angry” — “But this is a form of prayer”. Because only a son or
daughter is capable of being angry at their dad and then encounter
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him again. Let us learn from Abraham to pray with faith, to dialogue
and to argue, but always willing to accept the Word of God and to put
it into practice. With God, let us learn to speak like a child with his
dad: to listen to him, to reply, to argue. But transparent like a child
with his dad. This is how Abraham teaches us to pray. Thank you.

Wednesday, 10 June 2020

Catechesis on prayer - 6. The prayer of Jacob

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Let us continue with our catechesis on the subject of prayer. Through
the occurrences of men and women from a far-off time, the Book of
Genesis tells us stories in which we can reflect our lives. In the
Patriarch cycle, we also find the story of a man who had turned
shrewdness into his best talent: Jacob. The biblical account tells us
about the difficult relationship Jacob had with his brother Esau. Ever
since childhood, there was a rivalry between them, which was never
overcome later on. Jacob is the second-born son — they were twins
— but through deceit he manages to obtain the blessing and birthright
of their father Isaac (cf. Gen 25:19-34). It is only the first in a long
series of ploys of which this unscrupulous man is capable. Even the
name “Jacob” means someone who is cunning in his movements.

Forced to flee far from his brother, he seems to succeed in every
undertaking in his life. He is adept at business: he greatly enriches
himself, becoming the owner of an enormous flock. With tenacity
and patience he manages to marry Laban’s most beautiful daughter,
with whom he is truly in love. Jacob — as we would say in modern
terms — is a “self-made” man; with his ingenuity, his cunning, he
manages to obtain everything he wants. But he lacks something.
He lacks a living relationship with his own roots.

And one day he hears the call of home, of his ancient homeland,
where his brother Esau, with whom he has always had a terrible
relationship, still lives. Jacob sets out, undertaking a long journey
with a caravan of many people and animals, until he reaches the
final leg, the Jabbok stream. Here the Book of Genesis offers us a
memorable page (cf. 32:23-33). It recounts that after having all his
people and all the livestock — which was numerous — cross the
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stream, the patriarch remains alone on the foreign river bank. And
he ponders: What awaits him the following day? What attitude will
his brother Esau, whose birthright he had stolen, assume? Jacob’s
mind is a whirlwind of thoughts.... And, as it is growing dark, a stranger
suddenly grabs him and begins to wrestle with him. The Catechism
explains: “From this account, the spiritual tradition of the Church
has retained the symbol of prayer as a battle of faith and as the
triumph of perseverance” (ccc, 2573).

Jacob wrestles the entire night, never letting go of his adversary. In
the end he is defeated, his sciatic nerve is struck by his opponent,
and thereafter he will walk with a limp for the rest of his life. That
mysterious wrestler asks the patriarch for his name and tells him:
“Your name shall no more be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have
striven with God and with men, and have prevailed” (Gen 32:28). As
if to say: you will never be the man who walks this way, but forthright.
He changes his name, he changes his life, he changes his attitude.
You will be called Israel. Then Jacob also asks the other: “Tell me, I
pray, your name”. The other does not reveal it to him, but blesses
him instead. Then Jacob understands he has encountered God “face
to face” (vv. 29-30).

Wrestling with God: a metaphor for prayer. At other times Jacob had
revealed himself capable of dialoguing with God, of sensing him as
a friendly and close presence. But that night, through a lengthy
struggle that nearly makes him succumb, the patriarch emerges
changed. A change of name, a change in his way of life and a change
in personality: he emerges changed. For once he is no longer master
of the situation — his cunning is of no use to him — he is no longer
a strategic and calculating man. God returns him to his truth as a
mortal man who trembles and fears, because in the struggle, Jacob
was afraid. For once Jacob has nothing but his frailty and
powerlessness, and also his sins, to present to God. And it
is this Jacob who receives God’s blessing, with which he limps into
the promised land: vulnerable and wounded, but with a new heart.
Once I heard an elderly man — a good man, a good Christian, but a
sinner who had great trust in God — who said: “God will help me; he
will not leave me alone. I will enter Heaven; limping, but I will enter”.
At first, Jacob was a self-assured man; he trusted in his own
shrewdness. He was a man who was impervious to grace, resistant
to mercy; he did not know what mercy was. “Here I am, I am in
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command!”. He did not think he needed mercy. But God saved what
had been lost. He made him understand that he was limited, that
he was a sinner who needed mercy, and He saved him.

We all have an appointment with God in the night, in the night of
our life, in the many nights of our life: dark moments, moments of
sin, moments of disorientation. There is an appointment there with
God, always. He will surprise us at the moment we do not expect
him, when we find ourselves truly alone. That same night, struggling
against the unknown, we will realize that we are only poor men and
women - “poor things”, I dare say - but right then, in that moment in
which we feel we are “poor things”, we need not fear: because God
will give us a new name, which contains the meaning of our entire
life; he will change our heart and will offer us the blessing reserved
to those who have allowed themselves to be changed by him. This is
a beautiful invitation to allow ourselves to be changed by God. He
knows how to do so, because he knows each one of us. Each of us
can say, “Lord, you know me”. “Lord, you know me. Change me”.
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“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

01-07-1888 Bro. Pierre Perret msfs, 36 years, died at Visakhapatnam
07-07-1869 Fr. Jean Nicolas Decompoix msfs, 46 years, died at Visakhapatnam
09-07-1898 Fr. Francois Mabboux msfs, 68 years, died at Jabalpur
10- 07- 1889 Fr. Amedee Delalex msfs, 62 years, died at Jabalpur
13-07- 1994 Fr. Antony Maplachery, 74 years, died at Vyttila, Kerala
14- 07- 1950 Fr. Vadicherla Joseph, 47 years, died at Visakhapatnam
17- 07- 1899 Bro. Victor Montmasson msfs, 32 years, died at Visakhapatnam
18- 07- 1952 Fr. Jean Baptiste Gonthier msfs, 76 years, died at Visakhapatnam
23-07-1900 Bp. Charles Pelvat, msfs 55 years

(Bishop of Nagpur from 1893 to 1900), died at Nagpur
23-07-2003 Fr. Sebastian Plackithottil msfs, 79 years, died in Visakhapatnam
28-07-1946 Fr. Eugene Ailloud msfs, 77 years, died at Visakhapatnam
30-07-2016 Fr. Mathew Nallanirapel, 56 years, died at Visakhapatnam
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