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The Pastor Speaks …..

Covid-19 invites to see,
reflect, pray and act !

Entire humanity across the nations and all its
routine activities was brought to its knees by Covid-
19, Corona Virus. The confident and secure as well as the weak and
vulnerable sections in the society are suddenly confronted by this
invisible but real and life-threatening enemy, sparing no nation and no
section or individual in the society. It has no friend or foe and that is
why everyone feels threatened of the possible attack from this
mysterious international traveler across the Globe! The whole world
received a sudden wakes up call and the humanity wakes only to
realize how ill-equipped and inadequate are the available means and
methods to face this multi-pronged attack of Covid-19. Availability of a
tested vaccine to arrest this pandemic is at this point of time a distant
dream! The threat is so real and so urgent is the need to protect people
from this virus that nations across the world are on the run to creatively
take steps both to prevent the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic and
also attend to the affected people. Uncertainty and anxiety are what
the humanity is faced with. In the midst of all this, everyone should
appreciate and acknowledge the generous and commendable services
of "Healthcare Providers," in both, the public as well as private sectors.
It is not "one hundred percent" success that we should speak about
but should speak about the preparedness and availability of the medical
and paramedical personnel who are engaged as a response to the
crisis the humanity is facing. With all the limitations and uncertainties
they are doing to the best of their capacity "to protect life," both by
preventive care and by curative care. Their efforts are human efforts,
after all! The rest of us should stand by such generous hands and by
the civil authorities who are constantly engaged in the administrative
measures by extending the best of our cooperation to them. We all
can do this by sticking on to "social distancing" in this period of lockdown
that is promulgated. Let us remain safe and help others to be safe!

Covid-19 makes us see the limits of the human potential to plan and
execute: Human capacity to plan things ahead is one of the dynamic
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principles at work in the world. Making plans for the future, short term
or long term, is one of the naturally inbuilt capacities human beings
are endowed or blessed with. The creative energies are instrumental
for many organized events that are conducted and many beautiful
edifices that are built. In making plans various factors are considered
like the available and necessary resources, and with optimism we
humans try to keep moving forward. But, it is true that not all the plans
are successfully implemented/materialized. The failure is not
necessarily due to a faulty planning but it is due to human inability to
foresee and human limitations to take full control of all the factors.
What is presumed, but necessary, as favorable and conducive
conditions defy prediction with certainty. A convincing blue print will be
lying on the desk but one is unable to take it forward. That is how we
experience helplessness as something real in human life. The
unforeseen not only interferes with the progress of the said project but
it stares at the human face to confront the truth: one is not in full control
of the situation. Human life is controlled by so many factors.

Covid-19 Corona Virus has shown us our inter-dependence or mutual
dependence:  Covid-19 has exposed the hollowness and shallowness
in the tall claims of the so called developed or developing nations about
the progress and growth. How delicately balanced are the economies
of most of the nations is made evident in the collapse of economies
due to a crisis in one part of the world; one major economy collapses,
shock waves go across the world stock markets. The barter system of
old that is continued in the dynamics of exports and imports between
the nations show that one nation can be financially secure only if other
nations are also secure because there is the factor of "mutual
dependence," irrespective of the varying cost of the products imported
and exported. Not all the nations today are able to produce all the
products that people in a particular state need. If for instance, USA,
supposed to be strong and powerful, is helplessly looking towards
Europe and Asia for medicine and medical equipment to face the Covid-
19 pandemic. What more can one say about (mutual) dependency?
Here the point driven home is that we all need one another. As individual
human beings are inter-dependent and mutually dependent, at the
national level in a federal state like India or USA and at the international
level, thanks to the dynamics of "Globalization," inter-dependence or
mutual dependency is the truth of human existence today. We have to
take one another seriously!
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Covid-19 highlights our social responsibility: It is in the light of the
phenomenon of dependency that we should also see the "social
responsibility" towards the poor and the needy. In a country like India,
Covid-19 has made it crystal clear that a vast majority will not easily
survive this crisis situation, if the government and non-governmental
organizations do not come forward to stand by them. For the
government it is its duty and obligation to provide for the poor, the
marginalized and vulnerable sections who generally live hand-to-mouth.
For others in the society, especially for the rich and those that are
financially secure, it is a social responsibility and moral responsibility.
It is heartening to notice the overwhelming generosity visible in the
assistance and help given to the poor, to the migrants, and the
unemployed affected by Covid-19. Beyond the timely assistance in
this crisis situation, the economic and social systems in the country
should realize that without the contribution of these sections, the wheels
of the economy will not move forward. They are in the unorganized
sector of the economy but their contribution is crucial for the economy:
they are migrant workers in our cities and towns, casual labor in the
small or medium industry, construction workers, agricultural labor, and
skilled workers but not employed like the electricians and carpenters,
etc. For their livelihood they depend on their employment. And the
society depends on them for many of its works or needs. This mutual
dependency should be recognized and appreciated.  They need to be
supported in a more permanent manner! Occasional charity is not the
proper way of addressing the situation!

Covid-19 has given an opportunity for the family to stay together:
Enforcement of lockdown across the Globe, either total or partial, has
been considered as the best measure to arrest the spread of Covid-
19, Corona virus, and to protect human life. The results show that this
has saved the humanity from the worst possible disaster. Covid-19 is
still a great disaster that took humanity by surprise. The fact that so
many thousands of people died due to this virus is very painful and
disheartening. Lockdown, it is true, has been a severe control on free
movement and socialization. This forced confinement to the house
had one big blessing for the families, giving ample time for rest from
the daily routine and giving time to be together as a family. Of course,
staying together 24/7 for six weeks is no small challenge, especially
for the families who live in small houses or single room dwellings. But
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still, for most families perhaps it is for the first time that all the members
are at home for so many weeks. The hope is that this helped the families
to have quality time for one another rather than the time spent in front
of the TV or locked down with personal cell phones!  Organizing time
and a planned way of doing things needed for the family, and giving
space and importance to all the members might have been some of
the major challenges. And when the houses are small and financial
resources are drying up due to the lack of daily earnings, especially
for the poor who depend on daily wages, this time together has been
perhaps more difficult to handle.  In spite of all these inconveniences,
staying at home, as a family to pray, play, and relax is the blessing in
the lockdown period!

Covid-19 has provided time and space to think of the "reality of life":
Due to this Covid-19, what the philosophers and thinkers have been
telling about some basic questions about life, now each of us is
confronted with: what is life, what is its meaning and purpose, what is
its destiny, who really is in control of the dynamics of life, what is the
best way to understand and live this life, etc. And these questions
become personal questions about our life here and now: how am I
looking at life? Am I living my life with some definite priorities? Are
these priorities coming from the way I think and understand my life?
Life placed as it is between the birth and the event of death that will
happen at some point of time. There is one's own way of thinking
though perhaps unarticulated to a large extent. Each one of us wants
to live a meaningful, happy and fulfilling life. Threatened by the
pandemic created by Covid-19 Corona virus, the air around us is filled
with lot of fear, anxiety, insecurity, and unpredictability. All these are
real and could affect us, even the most secure and most confident.
What we are taught by religion and philosophy and what we have
believed as answers to the above questions and concerns should come
for serious review. This time of lockdown and staying at home, I am
sure, you are personally confronted with the above and each of us
should have reviewed our thoughts and convictions. To continue to go
on the journey with confidence and conviction, in  situations like the
present Covid-19, each of us have to personally clarify to ourselves
how we see the reality of life. For us Christians our faith enables us to
think of the points reflected here. It is good to review and become
conscious of our understanding in order to live our life with meaning,
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happiness and fulfillment. We were deprived of common worship, we
were kept away from the reception of the sacraments, prevented from
making pilgrimages to sacred places, etc. But, the situation has put
more responsibility on us as individuals and families to celebrate faith
and strive to live that faith. A new situation altogether and a new
experience too! But, did we stop praying? Did we stop reading the
Sacred Scriptures? Did we stop following the commandments and
teachings of Jesus Christ? Did we stop devotional prayers in honor of
Our Blessed Mother and Saints? I suppose, the answer is "No!"
perhaps, we began to pray even more fervently than before!

Assurance of God's Protection

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High,
    Who abides in the shadow of the Almighty,
Will say to the Lord, "My refuge and my fortress;
     My God, in whom I trust."
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
     And from the deadly pestilence;
He will cover you with his pinions,
     And under his wings you will find refuge;
His faithfulness is a shield and buckler.
     You will not fear the terror of the night,
Nor the arrow that flies by day,
      Nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness,
Nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.  (PSALM  91, 1-6)

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. Covid-19 has affected all aspects of life, including our faith related
Christian life. The normal celebrations in the Churches have been
forced to cancel and equal alternative celebrations have not been
possible. In this unique but peculiar situation we as Catholic
Community have proved to be law abiding citizens by following
the civil laws related the 'total lockdown' and we abided by the
directions of the Church while observing the Lenten season and
in the celebration of the Holy Week and Easter liturgies. Though
the communication media and digital technology has helped us
to keep up the "spirit of Lent" and "the Spirit of the Holy Week," as
the Holy Father , Pope Francis expressed, "it is not the ideal and
the true" celebration. Without personal reception of the
Sacraments and without the community celebration of the Holy
Mass, we are left with a deficient situation. We all went through
the pain of missing something precious and important in Lent and
at Easter. It appears that the situation about community
celebrations in the Churches might not change for some more
weeks! Let us be patient but let us not stop celebrating our faith:
let us continue to devote time for prayer, read the Word of God
and pray, as individuals and as families continue with "devotions"
towards Our Blessed Mother, St. Joseph, St. Anthony, St, Jude,
and other saints, and pray the Holy Rosary! We live in hope that
God will soon show a way to defeat the Covid-19 Corona Virus.
Meanwhile, let us pray that God blesses us and sustains us in our
Christian faith! Let us continue to pray and continue to strive to
bear witness to our faith.

2.  Our response to Covid-19: In solidarity with the people affected
by Covid-19 Corona Virus and as a contribution to the State
Government on behalf of Our Archdiocese, we made a donation
of Rs. 25,00,000.00 to The Chief Minister's Relief Fund, Andhra
Pradesh. Along with this, Provincial Superiors of Missionaries
of St. Francis de Sales, MSFS, Sisters of St. Luzern, and Sisters
of St, Joseph of Annecy, representing the Catholic Church
Mission, the total amount donated towards the Chief Minister's
Relief Fund, A.P., was Rs. 67,00,000.00. This gesture was well
appreciated. Besides this, Our VDSSS has been engaged in
the distribution of food packets right from the day of the lockdown
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imposed from 23rd April onwards. We appreciate and thank Fr.
John Prakash, Director of VDSSS and all the religious
communities that collaborated with VDSSS for this humanitarian
work. VDSSS also distributed groceries, vegetables and other
items to more  than two thousand families. We gave some
financial assistance for this distribution. I will fail in my duty, if I
do not acknowledge the initiatives taken by many priests in the
parishes and institutions, religious communities in different parts
of the archdiocese and reached out to the needy and suffering
with food packages, groceries, masks, sanitizers, etc. My
heartfelt appreciation and thanks to everyone for this response
to the human suffering around us due to Covid-19! May God
continue to help us to help others!

3. We do not know how soon we can have common celebrations
and religious gatherings. Our people are eagerly waiting for
resuming Holy Mass and other religious celebrations.  All the
pending programmes have to wait for some more time, it seems
so! As soon as the civil authorities lift the present ban of religious
gatherings in the Churches and religious centers, we will be
able to plan and fix dates for the programmes with some
certainty: Chrism Mass, Ordinations of our deacons, transfers
and appointments, Blessing of the Churches or Chapels in the
parishes, etc. Meanwhile, I appeal to all the priests in the parishes
and religious communities to keep your contact with the faithful
with the help of the communication media; they should not feel
that they are like "sheep without a shepherd!" We also know
and feel that a "shepherd without the connectivity with the sheep
is not a good shepherd!"

4. We all know that the month of May is Marian month and we
have special devotion towards Our Blessed Mother. Praying the
Rosary as a community in the parish or in the village/locality and
praying the Rosary in the families is our customary tradition. In
our Archdiocese, we know, a lot of care is taken to observe this
Marian month. This year, our Holy Father, Pope Francis is making
special appeal to the Catholics across the nations to "Revive the
"family rosary." The appeal is also significant in the present
situation of Covid-19 pandemic. Seeking refuge of Mother Mary
and pleading for her intercession for our deliverance from this
difficult situation the humanity is facing is the present need. So,
we appeal to all the Catholics in the Archdiocese to respond to
the call of the Holy Father to pray the "Family Rosary." Hope every
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family responds to this special appeal of the Holy Father.

5. With all the reminders since the month of Janaury, 2020, a good
number of parish priests have not submitted the Annual Return
Forms with the necessary data. How long should the office wait?
Why this apathy in responding to this one duty by obligation
towards the Church? Please Check with the secretary. Fr. Joseph
Naresh, and those of you who did not submit the record of Annual
Returns should submit at the earliest possible. With Covid-19
there is ample time at your disposal. It is the question of attitude
of love for the Church and faithfulness to the Church out of that
love for the Church!

6. Good Friday Contributions are sent to the concerned Dicastery
in Rome in support of the Maintenance and Upkeep of the Holy
Land. Since we could not have this year the normal celebration of
Good Friday Liturgy Rome has suggested to take a collection in
the parishes in the respective dioceses on 14th September, the
Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross. There wil be a reminder
about this matter few weeks before 14th September. Since 14th
September is falling on Monday of the week, the celebration and
collection could be on the Sunday, September 13th 2020 or on
the following Sunday, that is, on 20th September, 2020.  Please
read in this issue of the Newsletter about why and how the
contributions will be utilized for the Holy places in the Holy Land.

7. All the parish priests of the parishes that are listed as units of
the Vizagapatam Diocesan Corporation should get ready the
account books for the financial year, 2019-2020, 1st April, 2 019
to March, 31, 2020. Keep in touch with the Office of the Procurator
for the exact dates to submit your books. In the same way, those
priests who are correspondents of the English medium schools
should also see that the school office gets the accounts ready
for auditing for the financial year, 2019-2020.

8. Another point regarding the accounts: All those priests who are
given money from the Archbishop's house for different works
during the financial year ending on 31st March, should submit
the accounts to the procurator's office at the earliest possible with
all the necessary bills and vouchers. This will help the Procurators
Office to get the accounts ready for auditing and to submit the
same within the stipulated time fixed by the Income Tax
Department.
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Catholic Bishops' Conference of India
C.B.C.I Office for Labour, New Delhi

May Day Message 2020

A Just Society with Dignity and Equity
“We are united by the struggle for peace and justice”,

    Pope Francis, Querida Amazonia, no. 109

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

The Labour Office of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India
assures its prayers and all possible support to those who are
distressed by the Pandemic Corona Virus. Many of our migrant
workers stranded in various parts of the country and across the
world are experiencing lots of agony and pain. The Governments,
Civil Society, Labour Associations, Migrants Organizations,
Church’s and religious groups are actively engaged in serving the
humanity affected by the COVID 19. We place on record the
commendable services rendered by all especially the National and
State Governments, Scientists, doctors, nurses, Para-medical staff,
security forces, and other service providers.

Towards a Just Society

A just Society with dignity and equity has been the dream of
humanity from time immemorial. The Holy Scripture says, “Follow
Justice and justice alone, so that you may live and possess the
land the Lord your God is giving you” (Deut 16, 20). The mission
statement of Jesus reads, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he  has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, to set
at liberty those who are oppressed”( Lk 4,18).  The Church too
reiterates this vision through its document, “Action on behalf of
justice and participation in the transformation of the world fully
appears to us a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the
Gospel” (Justice in the World, Synod of Bishops, 1971).

Efforts to Ensure Labour Standards

Efforts to build a just Society, as Pope Francis states in the Querida
Amazonia, require a capacity for fraternity, a spirit of human
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fellowship. It is with this spirit of fellowship and solidarity that the
workers all over the world through the International Labour
Organization (ILO)  has established eight core conventions to ensure
the rights of workers. The Social Teachings of the Catholic Church
are the timely interventions to uphold the rights and dignity of workers.
The encyclical Rerum Novarum, published by Pope Leo XIII, on 15
May 1891 upholds dignity of work, just wage, formation of trade
union and collective bargaining to protect the rights of the workers.

The Working Class in India

India has 48.76 crores workers. The workers in India are broadly
categorized as organized sector or formal sector and unorganized
sector or informal sector. The organized or formal sector includes
workers employed by the government, state owned enterprises and
private sector enterprises which are licensed. Ninety Four percent
of the workers in the country are in the unorganized sector who are
deprived of job security, minimum wage, social security and social
welfare.

Unemployment

In the context of rampant Globalization and the Neo-liberal economic
policies adopted by the Government of India from1991, the
agricultural works and other sections in the informal sector are losing
jobs. The bonded labourers and the child workers though banned
by law in the country are increasing day by day due to poverty. The
trafficking in women and children are the byproduct of the market
economy. The NSSO report in 2019 admits that unemployment rate
in the country is at the highest in over 45 years.

Impact of Trade Agreements

The recent discussions for a free trade agreement among ten
member states of Asean for a Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) is currently stopped because of the resistance
from the farmers and the trade unions in the country. The slogan
during the protest was, ‘We can ill afford to become a dumping
ground’! The far reaching consequences of the agreement to the
farmers, shop keepers and small business men of the country is
taken in to account by the Government of India while stopping to
sign the agreement. To determine the future of the global rules on
trade, the 11th Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization
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(WTO) is proposed to happen in June 2020 in Nur- Sultan,
Kazakhstan. The proposed agreements will have adverse impact
on the farmers, workers and Fishers who are already experiencing
the pinch of the market economy.

Impact of Legal and Economic Reforms

A country which could not afford, even after 70 years of
independence to ensure minimum wage, social security,
occupational safety, health insurance, maternity benefit, pension,
job security, etc. is on the process of reforming the labour laws of
the country. The remodeling of 44 labour laws of the country in to
four labour codes will only support the corporate interests than the
interests of workers. The rights to organize, negotiate etc. will be
derailed. The workers’ right for rest, entertainment, social security
and social welfare will be at stake.

The move of the national government to sell the public sector
undertakings such as Bharatiya Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL),
BSNL, IDBI, Indian Railway, Air India, Mines, the defense industry
etc. will only make the country an instrument of exploitation by the
Multi- National Corporations (MNC’s). The job loss in the primary
sectors such as agriculture, forestry, fishery etc. will make the
workers in the rural areas to migrate to the mega cities. The alarming
situation is projected by Pope Francis in his apostolic exhortation,
“the most vulnerable of these become temporary labourers, and
many rural workers end up moving to poverty-stricken urban areas.”
(Laudato SI, n. 134)

Way Forward

The world haunted by the Pandemic Corona Virus and the global
locked down is an occasion for an introspection on the plight of
humanity and to look forward to a new development paradigm. A
development with a human face where the dignity of labour and
value of human life is upheld as Pope Francis puts it,” Yet we can
once more broaden our vision. We have the freedom needed to
limit and direct technology; we can put it at the service of another
type of progress, one which is healthier, more human, more social
and more integral. Liberation from the dominant technocratic
paradigm does in fact happen sometimes, for example, when
cooperatives of small producers adopt less polluting means of
production, and opt for a non-consumerist model of life, recreation
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and community”. (Laudato Si, n. 112). Further the Pope reiterates,
“All of this shows the urgent need for us to move forward in a bold
cultural revolution. Science and technology are not neutral; from
the beginning to the end of a process, various intentions and
possibilities are in play and can take on distinct shapes. Nobody is
suggesting a return to the Stone Age, but we do need to slow down
and look at reality in a different way, to appropriate the positive and
sustainable progress which has been made, but also to recover the
values and the great goals swept away by our unrestrained delusions
of grandeur” (Laudato Si, n. 114).

The UN proposal, for Transforming Our World: 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development has become relevant. ‘Decent work for
all’, figures prominently in the Sustainable Development Goals (no.8).
According to ILO, the four pillars of decent work are productive
employment, labour standards, social dialogue and social protection.
Productive employment refers to employment that yields sufficient
returns to permit the worker and his/her dependents a level of
consumption above the poverty line. Decent wage is about paying
workers enough so that they can cover the basic costs required for
a dignified and healthy life for them and their family.

The Role of Workers India Federation and the CBCI Labour
Office

The Workers India Federation (WIF), the instrument of the Labour
Office of the Catholic Bishops’ conference of India (CBCI), has the
responsibility with the regional Labour Commissions and various
fora’ to synergize the rural economy with gender equality. Human
Resource Management Policy adopted by the CBCI in 2016 may
be ensured in the Catholic institutions. To empower the workers,
Regional Commissions may be strengthened giving participation to
major work force in the respective regions. All the dioceses may
also form Labour Commissions to protect the rights of the workers.
The workers enumerated below needs our special attention;

1. Agriculture, Fishery and Forestry: They form 56.6 percent of
the work force in the country contributing 14.10 percent of the
GDP. The economic survey 2017-18 states that the farm income
would reduce 20-25 percent due to the adversities in climate
and therefore the urban migration would increase. But the
specialized financing from the government with collective
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farming, value addition, co-operativisation and e-marketing can
revitalize agriculture and fishery sectors.

2. Migrant Workers: Due to the failure of the rural economy large
numbers of workers are migrating.

a. Overseas Migrants: India has 17.5 million overseas migrants.
Due to lack of appropriate policy and legislation in India, the
migrant workers end up in untold miseries. The Global compact
on the safe, orderly and regular migration adopted by UN in
2018 is an instrument for educating the society for safe
migration. It is also an instrument for negotiation to the national
Government to frame a policy and law to protect the rights of
the migrant workers. E-migrate, the web portal introduced by
the Government has to be made use by the diocesan
commissions to maintain proper data. In the context of the
Pandemic, reintegration of migrants is a major concern.

b. Inter- State Migrants: There are 45 crore interstate migrants
in the country. Proper legislation to protect their rights, safety,
welfare and social security is essential. Pre-departure
orientation with proper documentation of  the outgoing
migrants have to be maintained by the labour departments
through an e-portal. The receiving states too must have proper
data to protect them at different eventualities including
disasters.

3. Domestic Workers: As per the ILO estimates there are 4.2
million domestic workers in India. In spite of various international
conventions including the ILO convention on ‘Decent work for
the domestic workers’ (C.189), there is no legislation to protect
the rights of the domestic workers in the country. Various states
in the country have moved forward to recognize them as workers
and ensure minimum wage, social welfare etc. Attempts on the
side of labour commission to protect the rights of the domestic
workers as majority of them form female category and the
trafficking in women is on the increase has to be effectively done.

4. Construction Workers: The 2.39 percent of the construction
workers in India are contributing 13.79 percent share to the GDP.
The living condition of the workers and the family members needs
to be improved with appropriate social welfare schemes.



16

5. Other Informal Workers: The daily wage workers in the country
comprise 51.15 percent. The living condition of these workers
is day by day deteriorating with no proper social protection and
social security measures.

6. Apostleship of the Sea (AOS): The Centennial celebration
of Apostleship of the sea was to happen this year. Due to the
Pandemic Corona Virus the celebration is postponed to next
year. But let us remember in prayer thousands of seafarers,
passengers and the crews stranded in the ships and ports.

7. Employment of the Youth: Presently India has the largest
share of youth population in the world. The unemployment rate
of the youth is also growing alarmingly high. We must collaborate
with the skill Mission of the State and Central Governments to
promote the youth to be efficient  work force with suitable skills
and competence.

Conclusion: The crass Globalization has stalled the rural
economies with heavy loss of income and employment. A slogan
emerging from the Civil Society, Human Rights Organizations,
Migrants Associations, the Labour organizations and the Trade
Unions is that “Our world is not for Sale. Stop Corporate Globalization.
Another World is possible.” Let the world rally around the above
slogan to create a new world order with dignity and equity.

St. Joseph, the patron of the workers, be our guide and
inspiration to enliven the workers’ rights and dignity.

Chairman : Rt. Rev. Dr. Alex Vadakkumthala
Vice Chairman : Rt. Rev. Dr. Jose Chittooparambil CMI
Vice Chairman : Rt. Rev. Dr. Nazarene Soosai

LET  US  PRAY
For Holy Father’s Monthly Prayer Intention

Prayer intention for evangelization – For Deacons

We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and
the poor, may be an invigorating symbol for the entire church.
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Rev.Fr. Anthony Puthussery (74years), our archdiocesan priest
of Visakhapatnam, went home to the Lord on Friday at 9:35 p.m.
March 20, 2020, having completed his God-given mission on
earth, and leaving behind indelible footprints on the sands of time.

Fr. Anthony Puthussery was born on March 30th, 1946 Thabore,
in Ernakulam Diocese, Kerala, to Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Rosa as
the fifth of their nine children, five boys and four girls.  His primary
school 1st to 4th at Holy Family School, Thabore, from 5th to 7th at
Our Lady of Perpetual Help School, Edakunnu. They all grew up
in a warm, closely-knit and deeply religious family and his parents
imbued in their children a deep love of God and the Church. It
was no surprise that Fr. Anthony and his sister Sr. Tessy SABS
offered their life for God. Fr. Anthony joined the Minor Seminary
at Aarumanoor near Ettumanoor, for the Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam and completed PUC at St. Thomas College. He
completed his Philosophy and Theology at St. John’s Regional
Seminary, Hyderabad. He was ordained on 27.12.1971. He went
for higher studies in Philosophy in Rome.

  Fr. Anthony Puthussery served the Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam in different places and capacities for the last 49
years. For the last couple of years he was having health problems
due to diabetes. For a few months he was admitted in St. Joseph’s

Adieu To
REV. FR. ANTONY  PUTHUSSERY



20

hospital, later he went for checkup in the month of July in Kerala.
He stayed close to his family members who took care of him all
these months. When our Archbishop went to Kerala for Sister
Doctors Forum of India (SDFI) in the month of January, he
visited and prayed for him. He was in a very critical condition
for a few days and he died on Friday at 9:35 p.m. March 20,
2020. We thank his family members who took all the necessary
care during the last few months of his life.

He served as an Assistant Priest in Paravthipuram (72-76), went
to Rome for studies (76-80), as a professor in Hyderabad (81-
88), Assistant at Kondadaba ( 88-90). He took a Sabbatical
leave from Nov.90-Feb.92. he took up a  Survey work (94-96).
He worked as Parish Priest in Vizianagaram (1996-2000)
Yelamanchili (2000-2007), St. Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram
(2007-2013), Butchirajupalem (2013-2018). He was appointed
as the Spiritual Director to St. John’s Regional Seminary,
Kondadaba, Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam( 2018-2020).

Dear Fr. Anthony Puthussery, as we bid farewell, we want to
say that we will be missing you!.  Through you God did many
things for the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam and the Diocese
of Srikakulam. We thank God for giving you to our Archdiocese.
We commend you into the hands of the Lord for whose mission
you lived and died.  May you rest in Peace!

Yours sincerely,

Fr. Yandava Joseph Naresh
Archbishop’s Secretary,
Visakhapatnam
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Adieu To  Sr. NICOLA

“Sometimes the strongest among us are the ones who smile through silent
pain, cry behind closed doors and fight battles nobody knows about”.  This
saying is very true as we pay homage to the mortal remains of Sr.
Nicola.

Sr. Nicola was born on 11th July, 1941 at Meenachil in Pala Diocese,
hailing from a devout catholic family to late Mr & Mrs Chacko and
Mariam. She enjoyed the loving company of five her brothers and a
sister. After completion of her schooling she joined for General Nursing
in St. Ann’s School of Nursing, Vijayawada and continued working there
as a staff nurse for two years. While working she heeded to the call of
God and joined the Society of St. Ann in the year 1967. She made her
first commitment in the year 1968.

She was an excellent nurse and many had experienced the healing
grace of God through her. She worked in various capacities as Superior,
Administrator, and staff Nurse in different places such as Nadavayal,
Kerala, Nunna, Vijayawada, St. Ann’s Hospital Vijayawada, Calcutta,
Arilova, Khammam, Bheemunipatnam, Paderu  and Pedabayalu. She
worked as nurse for 57 years. Her tireless and selfless service to the
sick and suffering was commendable. She was more than a doctor,
diagnosed the illness quickly and knew the cure. Not counting the cost
she worked tirelessly even in the remote areas without the doctor and
the patients flocked to the Health Centres to get her medical care. Her
hands were healing hands and her touch had a soothing effect, for she
was gifted with the Divine touch of the Lord to be a Healer. We are so
proud and privileged to have Sr. Nicola and her services are
praiseworthy in the vineyard of the Lord.

Having enjoyed good health all through her life, her loving God gave
her a share of suffering in the year 2013 as she was diagnosed with
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Cancer. She in humble resignation to the Divine Master has accepted
it cheerfully and was under medication ever since. It’s merely her will
power and strong faith in God that gave her great endurance and
patience to suffer gladly for the Lord.    Admiring the qualities of our
sister, we simply thank God for the gift of her.  All through 50 years of
her religious life God’s powerful hands were there, in all the ups and
downs, leading and giving her best more than expected of her.

She accomplished God’s mission here on earth and has gone to her
heavenly abode to celebrate Golden Jubilee in the company of angels
and Saints. In the month of May 2019 she joined the Community at
Arilova. As her health was deteriorating she was admitted in
Malkapuram Hospital on 24th February 2020. She was shifted to ICU
on 14th March and gradually her condition remained static. On 2nd April
she was restless and she prophesied that her appointed time to meet
her creator is nearing. On 3rd of April Rev. Fr. Arji Prakash the Parish
Priest of Malkapuram administered the Anointing of the Sick in the
prayerful company of sisters. After a while she breathed her last and
her soul flew to the Lord peacefully at 1.50 pm. She was privileged to
spend her last days in the loving company of her religious sister, Sr.
Mary James of Vijayawada Province.

Our dear Sr. Nicola is no more with us. She always took suffering in
her strides and though suffered cell by cell, no complaints ever escaped
her lips but kept smiling till the end. Her fluctuating health made her
spent sleepless night and never she could lie down but only in sitting
position all through last month yet her cheerfulness radiated her joyful
surrender to God’s will which edified everyone who visited her.

 Fr.Joseph Prabhakar and his assistant were the Celebrants for the
final Holy Mass praying for the departed soul. Though the nationwide
lock down limited the number to a handful, the number of praying hands
far and wide are amplified. The presence of angels filled the vacuum
of the people around her; peace and serenity prevailed everywhere as
her mortal was resting in the eternal blissful peace of the Divine Master.

 May her soul rest in peace!

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Sr. Pradeepa SAL
The Provincial Superior,
Visakhapatnam Province.
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Adieu To  Sr. ANGELICA

It was 8:10pm on 18th April 2020  our hearts skipped a beat. Tears
rolled down the cheeks. Shadows of sorrow overwhelmed.
Heaviness pounded on the chest. Darkness blend with excruciating
pain encompassed our hearts. It was that moment our beloved
Angelica stood before us flapping her wings like an Angel saying
Good Bye to all of us and flew to her beloved Master – to the
Heavenly Abode.

Sr. Angelica, baptised as Theresamma Matthew, is the seventh
child born on 30th   January 1940  to her loving, God-fearing and
devout parents, Kurian Matthew and Mariam Matthew in
Muttamkackkodu of Kottayam district of Kerala. It was wonderful
and astonishing to know that God blessed them with 19 children
and our beloved Sr.Angelica is the 7th one. She grew up in a very
loving and devotion-filled atmosphere. She was nurtured with Godly
jewels of fear of God, discipline, faith, love for the poor, service
and cheerfulness.

She joined the St. Ann’s Society on 15th June 1966 and made her
1st profession in the year 1968. She has taken her training in home
science.  After her final profession She rendered her services in
number of our communities such as Lawsonsbay, Bheemili,
Jagayyapet, Chirala, Rajahmundry, Malkapuram hospital,
Kodoikonal, Chandur, Vijayawada, Madugula,  Shalom and
Malkapuram college community as in charge of construction works
and house management and horticulturist.
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Wherever she was, whatever work she was doing she did it with
total commitment and passion. She is simple and unassuming yet
she is a good analyser lady with wisdom. Her words always throw
light on the realities of lives. With her touch the earth enriches its
yield, dry sticks flourishes, the land produces fruits and the
community enjoys the benefits of her hard work. She is the person
with affection, creativity, jovial and humorous nature, and love for
the poor is compoundable.

As Jesus captioned Nathaniel as a man without guile so also
Sr.Angelica - a lady without guile and malice. Since many years
she was suffering with multiple health problems and a couple of
time walked up to the heaven’s gate and came back to us, the
third time when call came from God, she was fully prepared to
meet her beloved Master. Having informed us that within 24 days
God would take her to his loving home , she got admitted  in our
St. Ann’s hospital on 29th March. All of a sudden she went into
coma and was on ventilator On 3rd April. Bidding adieu to all of us
she breathed her last on 18th April 2020 at 8.10 pm.

‘’Dear Sr. Angelica, Your presence has created vacuum in the
congregation and we miss you. Even though you take leave
of us, you remain with us forever in our memories. You fought
a good fight. You have run the race. You left a legacy for us to
follow. We love you .May your soul rest in the abode of your
beloved. May the merciful judge forgive your sins and
welcome you to His kingdom. Even though it is hard fact to
believe that you are no more with us and you will never come
back to us, we await the day to meet you in  eternal glory.’’

 May her soul rest in peace!

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Sr. Pradeepa SAL
The Provincial Superior,
Visakhapatnam Province.
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Á|üø±wt nÁ>∑|”sƒê~Û|ü‘·T\T,  MSFS Provincial  Rev.  Fr. Chinnappa Reddy,
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Sisters of St. Joseph of Annecy, Visakhapatnam
While the nation is gripped by
the COVID-19 crisis and is
observing a lockdown, millions
have been stranded and with
no food and shelter. On
realising the urgency to come
to the aid of the poor and the
less privileged and heeding

the Gospel call, “When I was hungry you gave me to eat” (Mt: 25/35)
we, the Sisters of St, Joseph of Annecy, Visakhapatnam immediately
responded to the times of crisis. And every Community contributed
their mite in cash and kind according to its capacity.

St.Joseph’s Provincialate : Contributed to the CM’s Fund – Rs. 12 Lakhs
Distributed  Provisions  to 225 families
St. Joseph’s Convent, Waltair: Distributing  Lunch packets on a daily basis to
175 people from 24th March onwards  to the nearby villages in collaboration with
St. Joseph’s Parish and St. Joseph’s College for Women Distributed one month
provisions to 10 families Distributed special lunch packets to 50 police personnel
on 25th April.
St. Joseph’s College for Women, Visakhapatnam : Financial support of Rs.
2000/- each,  to 75 students  and to 36 supporting staff.
St. Joseph’s, Fort Convent : Distributed provisions to 30 auto and cycle rickshaw
people and to 20 other families.
St. Joseph’s Convent & School, Araku : Distributed   provisions  to  50 families.

St. Ann's of Luzern Provincial Sr. Pradeepa, St. Joseph's Provincial Sr.
Rose eT]j·TT Ç‘·s¡ ô|<ä›\T 67,00,000/` s¡÷ˆˆ\T >ös¡e eTTK´eT+Á‹ düVü‰j·Tì~ÛøÏ

n+~+#ês¡ì ‘Ó\T|ü⁄≥≈£î dü+‘√wædüTÔHêïeTT.

eTTK´+>± VDSSS ø√`Ä]¶H˚≥sY‡ dæôV≤#Y. dü÷]u≤ãT, uÀHÓ\ Á|ü>∑‘Y, yê …̋+{°sY‡ _.

ÁøÏwüº|òüsY, mdt. yÓ+ø£{Ÿ, _. \÷sTTdt, õ. $ø±dt, dæôV≤#Y. Á|ükÕ<é, ôV≤#Y.C…. CÀdü|òt,

m. $»jYT ≈£îe÷sY, ¬ø. Äq+<é, ¬ø. ‘ÓØkÕ, m+. düTo\ eT]ø=+‘·eT+~ yê …̋+{°sY‡

<ÛÓ’s¡́ +‘√, yÓTTø£ÿy√ì Bø£å‘√á ø±s¡́ Áø£e÷ìï eTT+<äT≈£î rdüT≈£îyÓfi¯óÔqï+<äT≈£î VDSSS

&Ó¬sø£ºsY ø£è‘·»„‘·\T ‘Ó*bÕs¡T.

- Fr. John Prakash, Director, VDSSS
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St. Joseph’s Convent & School, Srikakulam : Distributed provisions to 65
families.
St. Joseph’s Convent & School, Kakinada : Distributed  provisions  to  50
families.
St. Joseph’s Convent, Vanasthalipuram : Distributed  provisions   to 25
families.
St. Joseph’s Convent, Bangalore : Distributed   provisions to 25 familiesGiven
shelter to 15 construction workers including a family
St. Joseph’s Convent, Parlekhemundi, Orissa : Distributed  provisions  to 50
families.
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Maryland : Distributing  Lunch packets on a daily basis
to 90 people from 25th March onwards to the nearby villages Distributed
provisions  to 10 families.
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Prathipadu: Distributed  provisions to 25 families
St. Joseph’s Convent, Chennai: Distributed provisions and masks to 25 families.
St. Joseph’s Home for the Aged: Distributed clothes & provisions to 50 people.

INTRODUCTION

“Do not pass by a man in need, for you may be the hand of God
to him (Proverb 3:27).  As God has blessed us to be His carriers of
Good news, impelled by the inspiring words of our Founder Fr.
Wilhelm Meyer ‘need of the time is the Will of God’ we the Sisters
of St. Ann, Luzern, Visakhapatnam Province collectively and

SISTERS OF ST.ANN, LUZERN
RESPONDING TO COVID-19 CRISIS
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individually took the challenge to respond to this tragic situation by
reaching out to the neediest in different ways.

SERVICES PROVIDED

a) Providing Packed food : As an immediate reach out to people
caught up on the road sides and to help out the migrant labourers
the sisters from Arunodaya and Wilhelm Meyers Villa initiated to
supply 80 to 100 packets of food packets and distributed to the
people in need  with the collaborative support from the Diocesan
Social Service Society.

b) Distribution of Provisions/ Row food materials: The sisters
from all the communities reached out to their surrounding areas
with provisions groceries to the most needy especially to the daily
wage earners.

The sisters at Lawsonsbay, Arunodaya and Wilhelm Meyers Villa
supported 350 domestic workers from Jalaripeta, 40 media
personals and 75 private clerks and daily labourers, with 5 kg of
rice, 1 kg dal, 1 ltr oil and tamarind / Sault / Soap etc.
Butchirajapalem, Arilova, Erukonda,  Bhimulipatnam and Shalom
Communities  reached out to 850 Poor, Vendors, Daily Wage
Earners, and Beggars in their respective Localities.

At Malkapuram area the sisters from college school and hospital
communities reached out with food, Provisions, and Groceries to
1000 persons who belong to categories of Poor, Vendors, Daily
Wage Earners and Beggars.  They also reached out with masks,
Soaps, Sanitizers, Gloves to Police Personals and Community
Helpers.
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The agency areas at Madugula, Peddabayalu and Paderu
reached out  to 300 families respectively.  In East Godvari Sisters
at Kapileswarapuram Mandapeta and Rajahmundry reached out
with provisions and groceries to 1100 poor families, among them
were many elderly persons HIV Aids patients and daily wage
earners.

c) Collaborative work with Government
Seing the works of sisters at Madugula the government authorities
too gave provisions to the sisters to distribute to the poor people.
Besides they are now given clothes to preapare 3000 masks by
the District Rural Development Authority Madugula.

d)  Hospital Service
Malkapuram J.M.J Hospital inaddition to the other help,  has rendered
their Ambulance with two drivers to reach the patients round the
clock and transport them to government hospitals from the beginning
of  lock down in  collaboration  with Government Agency.

e) CHIEF MINISTER RELIEF FUND
The Visakhapatnam Provincalate has contributed Rs.15, 00,000/
- towards the CHIEF MINISTER RELIEF FUND.

Conclusion: Let us then approach Gods throne of grace with
confidence so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us
in our time of need. Heb. 4:16.

Let us pray that the united efforts of all Gods people around the
world may bear fruit and bring a speedy recovery and relief to the
suffering world from the present crisis.

MSFS  Visakhapatnam Province
Respond to Covid-19

  Today’s situation in the world, because of COVID-19, has
left many poor families carrying their own crosses of poverty,
starvation, insecurity, uncertainty and voicelessness. Responding
to the need of the times the MSFS Visakhapatnam Province has
taken various initiatives to lend a helping hand to the poor and
needy. All our confreres working in various parishes and
educational institutions have come forward helping a good number
of poor families in this challenging pandemic time.
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We, the Canossian Sisters serving in the South East India Delegation
(comprising the state of Andhra Pradesh and Odisha) have moved
out of the comfort zones of our convents and made ourselves
available to become a ray of hope and consolation to the poor on
the streets, locked in migrant homes, scattered on several railway
platforms, accommodated in bus stations and shut in their homes
during these ambiguous days of lock down. The following is a gist of
our activities articulating our Christian charity to our needy brethren
floating in a vast ocean of despair and panic.

• We prepared masks and distributed to the police personnel,
Municipality staff, migrants, Health workers and volunteers of relief
work of COVID-19.

• All our communities reached out with Sanitizing Kits to the drivers,
migrants, daily wages workers through Municipality and
Panchayat secretaries and volunteers.

• All our working staff in different sectors were given financial
support which has diminished their tension to meet their daily
expenses.

Canossian Sisters,  South East India Delegation
RESPONDING TO COVID-19
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• We pledged to deliver food kits for the migrant families, old and
destitute, HIV/ AIDS patients, poor in the neighborhood, beggars
stranded on railway platforms and many more deserving needy
in the areas viz., Draksharam, Paikaraopeta and Visakhapatnam.

• From 13 April onwards, we are providing daily nutritious meal
with water packets to beggars and migrants in Simhachalam and
Visakhapatnam Railway Station, Complexes, Chandra Nagar
slum, bus stands and road sides never forgetting the police
personnel.

• One of our communities in Paikaraopeta fed a group of 50
stranded truck drivers at the start of lock down.

• Our school premise in Payakaraopeta has welcomed and
accommodated thirty five police personnel who are involved in
combating the pandemic.

“Walk with the times,” a wise inspiring reflection of St.
Magdalene of Canossa, the Foundress of the Canossian
Daughters of Charity is an added driving force to plunge into
action and respond to the emerging needs at the peripheries.
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Please see the letter of Cardinal oswarld Gracias ,
president of CBCI appealing for funds for Caritas India.

Kindly send your contributions to the office of the
procurator, Archbishop’s house,  in the coming weeks.

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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Asian Cardinal calls for
Global Ceasefire to Fight Covid-19

Yangon, April 22, 2020 — President of the
Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conference
Cardinal Charles Maung Bo of Myanmar
has joined the call of the United Nations
Secretary General, Antonio Guterres and
Pope Francis, for a global ceasefire to fight
the Covid-19 pandemic.

In a statement released in Yangon on 22
April 2020 Cardinal Bo addressed the situation in his own country,
Myanmar, and called for an end to hostilities worldwide.

“Without cessation of fighting everywhere,” he says, “the suffering
of many will be prolonged the world over and healing delayed
indefinitely.”

“The whole planet is in crisis. Every initiative now taken by our
leaders will shape our nation and our world for years to come. The
pandemic’s consequences are catastrophic for public health and
for social and economic life,” the cardinal warned.

Making a passionate appeal to the nation’s leaders the cardinal
said, “If we truly wish Myanmar to emerge a united, peaceful,
prosperous people, now is the time for speedy, aggressive,
respectful decision. Now is the time for wise, coherent, future
oriented action. This is no time to escalate conflict.”

“I am convinced that continued military operations, precisely when
the whole nation is suffering a crisis, will have catastrophic
consequences for our nation,” the cardinal mourned.

The cardinal who is also archbishop of Yangon exhorted Myanmar
leaders, “Now is the time for decisions that will build Myanmar as a
united, peaceful, prosperous nation and member of the family of
nations. Conflict makes Myanmar especially vulnerable.”

Affirming the political will of Myanmar’s national and ethnic leaders,
the cardinal said, “[They] are able to choose between the path that
seeks trust and cooperation for the good of all and so unite the
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nation, or to choose the path of continued conflict, which surely will
only lead to overwhelming consequences of deeper disaster for
those who already greatly distressed.”

In the latest statement the cardinal was echoing UN Secretary
General, António Guterres, who said on 23 March 2020, “End the
sickness of war and fight the disease that is ravaging our world” …
It starts by stopping the fighting everywhere. Now. That is what our
human family needs, now more than ever.”

Pope Francis, who has a great feeling for Myanmar following his
visit in 2017, joined his voice to that call of UN Secretary General
saying, “May our joint fight against the pandemic bring everyone to
recognize the great need to reinforce brotherly and sisterly bonds
as members of one human family …Conflicts are not resolved
through war and antagonism, and differences must be overcome
through dialogue and a constructive search for peace.”

The cardinal concluded his message with an assurance, “The
Catholic Church of Myanmar has a clear national plan for
cooperation at local levels with authorities at every level. We are
ready at all times to encourage and mediate new and timely dialogue
among diverse parties.” END

LISTEN TO HIS
HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

Covid-19: Pope asks Catholics
to pray rosary in May

Vatican City, April 26, 2020: Pope Francis has asked Catholics to
make a special effort in May to pray the rosary to stop the
coronavirus pandemic.

“Contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary, our mother,
will make us even more united as a spiritual family and will help us
overcome this time of trial,” the Pope said in a letter addressed to
all Catholics and released by the Vatican April 25.

The month of May is traditionally devoted to Mary and many
Catholics already are in the habit of praying the rosary at home
during the month, he noted. “The restrictions of the pandemic have
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made us come to appreciate all the more this ‘family’ aspect, also
from a spiritual point of view.”

“You can decide according to your own situations” whether to pray
individually or in groups, he said, noting that “it is easy also on the
internet to find good models of prayers to follow.”

Pope Francis wrote two prayers to Mary that can be recited at the
end of the rosary, prayers he said he would be reciting “in spiritual
union with all of you.”

Both prayers acknowledge Mary’s closeness to her son’s followers
and ask for her protection and for her intercession just as she
interceded with Jesus on behalf of the newlyweds at Cana who
had run out of wine for their wedding feast.

“We know that you will provide, so that, as at Cana in Galilee, joy
and celebration may return after this time of trial,” one of the prayers
read.

Pope Francis’ prayers also include specific intentions for those
who are sick, for those who care for them, for those who have died
and those who mourn for them, for scientists seeking cures and
vaccines and for government leaders who must find a way to protect
their people.

“Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds
invested in developing and stockpiling arms will instead be spent
on promoting effective research on how to prevent similar tragedies
from occurring in the future,” one of the prayers said.

“Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one
great family and to recognize the bond that unites us, so that, in a
spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless
situations of poverty and need,” it continued. “Make us strong in
faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer.”

Source: CNS
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Covid-19
Recovery Chance to

Eliminate Inequalities:
                       Pope Francis

Vatican City, April 20, 2020: The process of exiting the coronavirus
pandemic is a chance to eliminate inequalities and the “virus” of
selfishness, Pope Francis says.

The Pope said this on April 19 while offering a Mass without an
audience at the Vatican City on the occasion of Mercy Sunday.

“Now, as we start to think about a slow and arduous recovery from
the pandemic, we risk this danger: forgetting what we leave being.
Selfish indifference is a worse crisis than the pandemic,” the pontiff
said.

He said that the virus of egoism spread through society when
individuals assumed that only their lives, and not those of others,
were going well.

“We are all fragile, equal and valuable. Let what is happening shake
us inside. It is time to eliminate inequalities, to repair the injustice
that undermines the health of humanity.”

He said the earlier Christian communities “lived united and had
everything in common: they sold possessions and goods and
distributed them between everyone, depending on their needs”.

“It’s not ideology, it’s Christianity.”

He lamented that modern society reassembled the opposite of that
notion, with some people advancing and others being left behind.
Francis said people would start planning for tomorrow’s world.

“Let’s not think only in our own interest, in personal interests. Let’s
take advantage of this as an opportunity to prepare a tomorrow for
everyone.”

The Mass took place without a congregation due to the restrictions
on gatherings in place for during the coronavirus pandemic.
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MASS  OF  THE  LORD’S  SUPPER

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
St Peter’s Basilica

Holy Thursday, 9 April 2020

Eucharist, service, anointing.

This is what we experience in today’s celebration: the Lord who
wants to remain with us in the Eucharist. And we become the Lord’s
tabernacles, carrying the Lord with us; to the point that he himself
tells us: if we do not eat his body and drink his blood, we will not
enter the kingdom of heaven. This is a mystery, bread and wine, the
Lord with us, within us, inside us.

Service. This gesture is the condition to enter the kingdom of heaven.
Yes, to serve... everyone. But the Lord, in the words he exchanged
with Peter (cf. Jn 13:6-9), makes him realize that to enter the kingdom
of heaven we must let the Lord serve us, that the servant of God be
our servant. And this is hard to understand. If I do not let the Lord be
my servant, do not let allow the Lord wash me, help me grow, forgive
me, then I will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

And the priesthood too. Today I would like to be close to priests, to
all priests, from the most recently ordained right up to the Pope. We
are all priests. The bishops too, all of us... we are anointed, anointed
by the Lord; anointed to confect the Eucharist, anointed to serve.

There is no Chrism Mass today – I hope we can have it before
Pentecost, otherwise it will have to be postponed to next year – but
I cannot let tonight’s Mass pass by without remembering priests.
Priests who offer their lives for the Lord, priests who are servants. In
these days many of them have died, more than sixty here in Italy,
while tending to the sick in hospital, together with doctors and
nurses... They are “saints next door”, priests who have given their
lives in serving.

I think too of those who are far away. Today I received a letter from
a priest, a chaplain in a prison far away, who told me how he was
spending this Holy Week with the prisoners. A Franciscan priest.
Priests who travel far to bring the Gospel and who die far away. A
bishop told me once that the first thing he did on arriving in these
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mission posts was to go to the cemetery, to the graves of priests
who gave their lives there, young priests who died from local
diseases because they were not prepared, they didn’t have the
antibodies; and no one knew their names: anonymous priests. Then
there are the parish priests in the countryside, pastors of four, five,
seven little villages in the mountains, who go from one to the other,
who know the people. One of them once told me that he knew the
name of every person in his villages. I asked him, “Really?” And he
told me “I even know the dogs’ names!”. They know everyone.
Priestly closeness. Good, good priests.

Today I carry you in my heart and I carry you to the altar. Also priests
who are slandered. This happens often today; they cannot walk
about freely because people say bad things about them, referring
to the scandal from discovering priests who have done bad things.
Some of them have told me that they cannot go out wearing clerics
because people insult them. Yet they carry on. Priests who are
sinners, together with bishops and the Pope who is also a sinner,
must not forget to ask forgiveness and learn how to forgive because
they know that they need to ask forgiveness and to forgive. We are
all sinners. Priests who suffer from crises, who do not know what to
do, who live in darkness...

Today you are all with me, brother priests, at the altar, you who are
consecrated. I say to you just one thing: do not be stubborn like
Peter. Let your feet be washed, the Lord is your servant, he is close
to you, and he gives you strength to wash the feet of others.

In this way, conscious of the need to be washed clean, you will be
great dispensers of forgiveness. Forgive! Have a big heart that is
generous in forgiving. This is the measure by which we will be
judged. As you have forgiven, so you will be forgiven, in the same
measure. Do not be afraid to forgive. Sometimes we have doubts;
look to Christ [he looks to the Crucifix]. There, there is forgiveness
for all. Be courageous, also in taking risks, in forgiving, in order to
bring consolation. And if you cannot give sacramental pardon at
this moment, then at least give the consolation of a brother to those
you accompany, leaving the door open for people to return.

I thank God for the grace of the priesthood, we all give thanks. I
thank God for you, priests. Jesus loves you! He asks only that you
let him wash your feet.
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URBI ET ORBI MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
EASTER 2020

Saint Peter’s Basilica

Easter, 12 April 2020

Dear brothers and sisters, Happy Easter!

Today the Church’s proclamation echoes throughout the world:
“Jesus Christ is risen!” – “He is truly risen!”.

Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night: the night
of a world already faced with epochal challenges and now oppressed
by a pandemic severely testing our whole human family. In this
night, the Church’s voice rings out: “Christ, my hope, has arisen!”
(Easter Sequence).

This is a different “contagion”, a message transmitted from heart to
heart – for every human heart awaits this Good News. It is the
contagion of hope: “Christ, my hope, is risen!”. This is no magic
formula that makes problems vanish. No, the resurrection of Christ
is not that. Instead, it is the victory of love over the root of evil, a
victory that does not “by-pass” suffering and death, but passes
through them, opening a path in the abyss, transforming evil into
good: this is the unique hallmark of the power of God.

The Risen Lord is also the Crucified One, not someone else. In his
glorious body he bears indelible wounds: wounds that have become
windows of hope. Let us turn our gaze to him that he may heal the
wounds of an afflicted humanity.

Today my thoughts turn in the first place to the many who have
been directly affected by the coronavirus: the sick, those who have
died and family members who mourn the loss of their loved ones,
to whom, in some cases, they were unable even to bid a final
farewell. May the Lord of life welcome the departed into his kingdom
and grant comfort and hope to those still suffering, especially the
elderly and those who are alone. May he never withdraw his
consolation and help from those who are especially vulnerable,
such as persons who work in nursing homes, or live in barracks
and prisons. For many, this is an Easter of solitude lived amid the
sorrow and hardship that the pandemic is causing, from physical
suffering to economic difficulties.
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This disease has not only deprived us of human closeness, but
also of the possibility of receiving in person the consolation that
flows from the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist and
Reconciliation. In many countries, it has not been possible to
approach them, but the Lord has not left us alone! United in our
prayer, we are convinced that he has laid his hand upon us
(cf. Ps 138:5), firmly reassuring us: Do not be afraid, “I have risen
and I am with you still!” (cf. Roman Missal, Entrance Antiphon, Mass
of Easter Sunday).

May Jesus, our Passover, grant strength and hope to doctors and
nurses, who everywhere offer a witness of care and love for our
neighbours, to the point of exhaustion and not infrequently at the
expense of their own health. Our gratitude and affection go to them,
to all who work diligently to guarantee the essential services
necessary for civil society, and to the law enforcement and military
personnel who in many countries have helped ease people’s
difficulties and sufferings.

In these weeks, the lives of millions of people have suddenly
changed. For many, remaining at home has been an opportunity to
reflect, to withdraw from the frenetic pace of life, stay with loved
ones and enjoy their company. For many, though, this is also a time
of worry about an uncertain future, about jobs that are at risk and
about other consequences of the current crisis. I encourage political
leaders to work actively for the common good, to provide the means
and resources needed to enable everyone to lead a dignified life
and, when circumstances allow, to assist them in resuming their
normal daily activities.

This is not a time for indifference, because the whole world is
suffering and needs to be united in facing the pandemic. May the
risen Jesus grant hope to all the poor, to those living on the
peripheries, to refugees and the homeless. May these, the most
vulnerable of our brothers and sisters living in the cities and
peripheries of every part of the world, not be abandoned. Let us
ensure that they do not lack basic necessities (all the more difficult
to find now that many businesses are closed) such as medicine
and especially the possibility of adequate health care. In light of the
present circumstances, may international sanctions be relaxed,
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since these make it difficult for countries on which they have been
imposed to provide adequate support to their citizens, and may all
nations be put in a position to meet the greatest needs of the moment
through the reduction, if not the forgiveness, of the debt burdening
the balance sheets of the poorest nations.

This is not a time for self-centredness, because the challenge we
are facing is shared by all, without distinguishing between persons.
Among the many areas of the world affected by the coronavirus, I
think in a special way of Europe. After the Second World War, this
continent was able to rise again, thanks to a concrete spirit of
solidarity that enabled it to overcome the rivalries of the past. It is
more urgent than ever, especially in the present circumstances,
that these rivalries do not regain force, but that all recognize
themselves as part of a single family and support one another. The
European Union is presently facing an epochal challenge, on which
will depend not only its future but that of the whole world. Let us not
lose the opportunity to give further proof of solidarity, also by turning
to innovative solutions. The only alternative is the selfishness of
particular interests and the temptation of a return to the past, at the
risk of severely damaging the peaceful coexistence and
development of future generations.

This is not a time for division. May Christ our peace enlighten all
who have responsibility in conflicts, that they may have the courage
to support the appeal for an immediate global ceasefire in all corners
of the world. This is not a time for continuing to manufacture and
deal in arms, spending vast amounts of money that ought to be
used to care for others and save lives. Rather, may this be a time
for finally ending the long war that has caused such great bloodshed
in beloved Syria, the conflict in Yemen and the hostilities in Iraq
and in Lebanon. May this be the time when Israelis and Palestinians
resume dialogue in order to find a stable and lasting solution that
will allow both to live in peace. May the sufferings of the people
who live in the eastern regions of Ukraine come to an end. May the
terrorist attacks carried out against so many innocent people in
different African countries come to an end.

This is not a time for forgetfulness. The crisis we are facing should
not make us forget the many other crises that bring suffering to so
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many people. May the Lord of life be close to all those in Asia and
Africa who are experiencing grave humanitarian crises, as in the
Province of Cabo Delgado in the north of Mozambique. May he
warm the hearts of the many refugees displaced because of wars,
drought and famine. May he grant protection to migrants and
refugees, many of them children, who are living in unbearable
conditions, especially in Libya and on the border between Greece
and Turkey. And I do not want to forget the island of Lesvos. In
Venezuela, may he enable concrete and immediate solutions to be
reached that can permit international assistance to a population
suffering from the grave political, socio-economic and health
situation.

EXTRAORDINARY MOMENT OF PRAYER
PRESIDED OVER BY POPE FRANCIS

Sagrato of St Peter’s Basilica

Friday, 27 March 2020

“When evening had come” (Mk 4:35). The Gospel passage we have
just heard begins like this. For weeks now it has been evening.
Thick darkness has gathered over our squares, our streets and our
cities; it has taken over our lives, filling everything with a deafening
silence and a distressing void, that stops everything as it passes
by; we feel it in the air, we notice in people’s gestures, their glances
give them away. We find ourselves afraid and lost. Like the disciples
in the Gospel we were caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent
storm. We have realized that we are on the same boat, all of us
fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed,
all of us called to row together, each of us in need of comforting the
other. On this boat… are all of us. Just like those disciples, who
spoke anxiously with one voice, saying “We are perishing” (v. 38),
so we too have realized that we cannot go on thinking of ourselves,
but only together can we do this.

It is easy to recognize ourselves in this story. What is harder to
understand is Jesus’ attitude. While his disciples are quite naturally
alarmed and desperate, he stands in the stern, in the part of the



44

boat that sinks first. And what does he do? In spite of the tempest,
he sleeps on soundly, trusting in the Father; this is the only time in
the Gospels we see Jesus sleeping. When he wakes up, after calming
the wind and the waters, he turns to the disciples in a reproaching
voice: “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” (v. 40).

Let us try to understand. In what does the lack of the disciples’ faith
consist, as contrasted with Jesus’ trust? They had not stopped
believing in him; in fact, they called on him. But we see how they
call on him: “Teacher, do you not care if we perish?” (v. 38). Do you
not care: they think that Jesus is not interested in them, does not
care about them. One of the things that hurts us and our families
most when we hear it said is: “Do you not care about me?” It is a
phrase that wounds and unleashes storms in our hearts. It would
have shaken Jesus too. Because he, more than anyone, cares about
us. Indeed, once they have called on him, he saves his disciples
from their discouragement.

The storm exposes our vulnerability and uncovers those false and
superfluous certainties around which we have constructed our daily
schedules, our projects, our habits and priorities. It shows us how
we have allowed to become dull and feeble the very things that
nourish, sustain and strengthen our lives and our communities. The
tempest lays bare all our prepackaged ideas and forgetfulness of
what nourishes our people’s souls; all those attempts that
anesthetize us with ways of thinking and acting that supposedly
“save” us, but instead prove incapable of putting us in touch with
our roots and keeping alive the memory of those who have gone
before us. We deprive ourselves of the antibodies we need to
confront adversity.

In this storm, the façade of those stereotypes with which we
camouflaged our egos, always worrying about our image, has fallen
away, uncovering once more that (blessed) common belonging, of
which we cannot be deprived: our belonging as brothers and sisters.

Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, your word this evening
strikes us and regards us, all of us. In this world, that you love more
than we do, we have gone ahead at breakneck speed, feeling
powerful and able to do anything. Greedy for profit, we let ourselves
get caught up in things, and lured away by haste. We did not stop at
your reproach to us, we were not shaken awake by wars or injustice
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across the world, nor did we listen to the cry of the poor or of our
ailing planet. We carried on regardless, thinking we would stay
healthy in a world that was sick. Now that we are in a stormy sea,
we implore you: “Wake up, Lord!”.

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, you are calling to
us, calling us to faith. Which is not so much believing that you exist,
but coming to you and trusting in you. This Lent your call reverberates
urgently: “Be converted!”, “Return to me with all your heart”
(Joel 2:12). You are calling on us to seize this time of trial as a time
of choosing. It is not the time of your judgement, but of our
judgement: a time to choose what matters and what passes away,
a time to separate what is necessary from what is not. It is a time to
get our lives back on track with regard to you, Lord, and to others.
We can look to so many exemplary companions for the journey,
who, even though fearful, have reacted by giving their lives. This is
the force of the Spirit poured out and fashioned in courageous and
generous self-denial. It is the life in the Spirit that can redeem, value
and demonstrate how our lives are woven together and sustained
by ordinary people – often forgotten people – who do not appear in
newspaper and magazine headlines nor on the grand catwalks of
the latest show, but who without any doubt are in these very days
writing the decisive events of our time: doctors, nurses, supermarket
employees, cleaners, caregivers, providers of transport, law and
order forces, volunteers, priests, religious men and women and so
very many others who have understood that no one reaches
salvation by themselves. In the face of so much suffering, where
the authentic development of our peoples is assessed, we
experience the priestly prayer of Jesus: “That they may all be one”
(Jn 17:21). How many people every day are exercising patience
and offering hope, taking care to sow not panic but a shared
responsibility. How many fathers, mothers, grandparents and
teachers are showing our children, in small everyday gestures, how
to face up to and navigate a crisis by adjusting their routines, lifting
their gaze and fostering prayer. How many are praying, offering
and interceding for the good of all. Prayer and quiet service: these
are our victorious weapons.

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith”?Faith begins when we
realise we are in need of salvation. We are not self-sufficient; by
ourselves we founder: we need the Lord, like ancient navigators
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needed the stars. Let us invite Jesus into the boats of our lives. Let
us hand over our fears to him so that he can conquer them. Like
the disciples, we will experience that with him on board there will
be no shipwreck. Because this is God’s strength: turning to the
good everything that happens to us, even the bad things. He brings
serenity into our storms, because with God life never dies.

The Lord asks us and, in the midst of our tempest, invites us to
reawaken and put into practice that solidarity and hope capable of
giving strength, support and meaning to these hours when
everything seems to be floundering. The Lord awakens so as to
reawaken and revive our Easter faith. We have an anchor: by his
cross we have been saved. We have a rudder: by his cross we
have been redeemed. We have a hope: by his cross we have been
healed and embraced so that nothing and no one can separate us
from his redeeming love. In the midst of isolation when we are
suffering from a lack of tenderness and chances to meet up, and
we experience the loss of so many things, let us once again listen
to the proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is living by our
side. The Lord asks us from his cross to rediscover the life that
awaits us, to look towards those who look to us, to strengthen,
recognize and foster the grace that lives within us. Let us not quench
the wavering flame (cf. Is 42:3) that never falters, and let us allow
hope to be rekindled.

Embracing his cross means finding the courage to embrace all the
hardships of the present time, abandoning for a moment our
eagerness for power and possessions in order to make room for
the creativity that only the Spirit is capable of inspiring. It means
finding the courage to create spaces where everyone can recognize
that they are called, and to allow new forms of hospitality, fraternity
and solidarity. By his cross we have been saved in order to embrace
hope and let it strengthen and sustain all measures and all possible
avenues for helping us protect ourselves and others. Embracing
the Lord in order to embrace hope: that is the strength of faith,
which frees us from fear and gives us hope.

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith”?Dear brothers and sisters,
from this place that tells of Peter’s rock-solid faith, I would like this
evening to entrust all of you to the Lord, through the intercession of
Mary, Health of the People and Star of the stormy Sea. From this
colonnade that embraces Rome and the whole world, may God’s
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blessing come down upon you as a consoling embrace. Lord, may
you bless the world, give health to our bodies and comfort our hearts.
You ask us not to be afraid. Yet our faith is weak and we are fearful.
But you, Lord, will not leave us at the mercy of the storm. Tell us
again: “Do not be afraid” (Mt 28:5). And we, together with Peter,
“cast all our anxieties onto you, for you care about us” (cf. 1 Pet 5:7).

HOLY MASS ON THE LITURICAL FEST OF DIVINE MERCY
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

Church of Santo Spirito in Sassia

Second Sunday of Easter, 19 April 2020

Last Sunday we celebrated the Lord’s resurrection; today we
witness the resurrection of his disciple. It has already been a week,
a week since the disciples had seen the Risen Lord, but in spite of
this, they remained fearful, cringing behind “closed doors” (Jn 20:26),
unable even to convince Thomas, the only one absent, of the
resurrection. What does Jesus do in the face of this timorous lack
of belief? He returns and, standing in the same place, “in the midst”
of the disciples, he repeats his greeting: “Peace be with you!”
(Jn 20:19, 26). He starts all over. The resurrection of his disciple
begins here, from this faithful and patient mercy, from the discovery
that God never tires of reaching out to lift us up when we fall. He
wants us to see him, not as a taskmaster with whom we have to
settle accounts, but as our Father who always raises us up. In life
we go forward tentatively, uncertainly, like a toddler who takes a
few steps and falls; a few steps more and falls again, yet each time
his father puts him back on his feet. The hand that always puts us
back on our feet is mercy: God knows that without mercy we will
remain on the ground, that in order to keep walking, we need to be
put back on our feet.

You may object: “But I keep falling!”. The Lord knows this and he
is always ready to raise you up. He does not want us to keep thinking
about our failings; rather, he wants us to look to him. For when we
fall, he sees children needing to be put back on their feet; in our
failings he sees children in need of his merciful love. Today, in this
church that has become a shrine of mercy in Rome, and on this
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Sunday that Saint John Paul II dedicated to Divine Mercy twenty
years ago, we confidently welcome this message. Jesus said
to Saint Faustina: “I am love and mercy itself; there is no human
misery that could measure up to my mercy” (Diary, 14 September
1937). At one time, the Saint, with satisfaction, told Jesus that she
had offered him all of her life and all that she had. But Jesus’ answer
stunned her: “You have not offered me the thing is truly yours”. What
had that holy nun kept for herself? Jesus said to her with kindness:
“My daughter, give me your failings” (10 October 1937). We too can
ask ourselves: “Have I given my failings to the Lord? Have I let him
see me fall so that he can raise me up?” Or is there something I still
keep inside me? A sin, a regret from the past, a wound that I have
inside, a grudge against someone, an idea about a particular
person… The Lord waits for us to offer him our failings so that he
can help us experience his mercy.

Let us go back to the disciples. They had abandoned the Lord at
his Passion and felt guilty. But meeting them, Jesus did not give a
long sermon. To them, who were wounded within, he shows his
own wounds. Thomas can now touch them and know of Jesus’ love
and how much Jesus had suffered for him, even though he had
abandoned him. In those wounds, he touches with his hands God’s
tender closeness. Thomas arrived late, but once he received mercy,
he overtook the other disciples: he believed not only in the
resurrection, but in the boundless love of God. And he makes the
most simple and beautiful profession of faith: “My Lord and my God!”
(v. 28). Here is the resurrection of the disciple: it is accomplished
when his frail and wounded humanity enters into that of Jesus. There,
every doubt is resolved; there, God becomes my God; there, we
begin to accept ourselves and to love life as it is.

Dear brothers and sisters, in the time of trial that we are presently
undergoing, we too, like Thomas, with our fears and our doubts,
have experienced our frailty. We need the Lord, who sees beyond
that frailty an irrepressible beauty. With him we rediscover how
precious we are even in our vulnerability. We discover that we are
like beautiful crystals, fragile and at the same time precious. And if,
like crystal, we are transparent before him, his light – the light of
mercy – will shine in us and through us in the world. As the Letter of
Peter said, this is a reason for being “filled with joy, though now for
a little while you may have to suffer various trials” (1 Pt 1:6).
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On this feast of Divine Mercy, the most beautiful message comes
from Thomas, the disciple who arrived late; he was the only one
missing. But the Lord waited for Thomas. Mercy does not abandon
those who stay behind. Now, while we are looking forward to a slow
and arduous recovery from the pandemic, there is a danger that we
will forget those who are left behind. The risk is that we may then be
struck by an even worse virus, that of selfish indifference. A virus
spread by the thought that life is better if it is better for me, and that
everything will be fine if it is fine for me. It begins there and ends up
selecting one person over another, discarding the poor, and
sacrificing those left behind on the altar of progress. The present
pandemic, however, reminds us that there are no differences or
borders between those who suffer. We are all frail, all equal, all
precious. May we be profoundly shaken by what is happening all
around us: the time has come to eliminate inequalities, to heal the
injustice that is undermining the health of the entire human family!
Let us learn from the early Christian community described in the
Acts of the Apostles. It received mercy and lived with mercy: “All who
believed were together and had all things in common; and they sold
their possessions and goods and distributed them to all, as any had
need” (Acts 2:44-45). This is not some ideology: it is Christianity.

In that community, after the resurrection of Jesus, only one was left
behind and the others waited for him. Today the opposite seems to
be the case: a small part of the human family has moved ahead,
while the majority has remained behind. Each of us could say: “These
are complex problems, it is not my job to take care of the needy,
others have to be concerned with it!”. Saint Faustina, after meeting
Jesus, wrote: “In a soul that is suffering we should see Jesus on the
cross, not a parasite and a burden... [Lord] you give us the chance
to practise deeds of mercy, and we practise making judgements”
(Diary, 6 September 1937). Yet she herself complained one day to
Jesus that, in being merciful, one is thought to be naive. She said,
“Lord, they often abuse my goodness”. And Jesus replied: “Never
mind, don’t let it bother you, just be merciful to everyone always”
(24 December 1937). To everyone: let us not think only of our
interests, our vested interests. Let us welcome this time of trial as
an opportunity to prepare for our collective future, a future for all
without discarding anyone. Because without an all-embracing vision,
there will be no future for anyone.
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Today the simple and disarming love of Jesus revives the heart of
his disciple. Like the apostle Thomas, let us accept mercy, the
salvation of the world. And let us show mercy to those who are
most vulnerable; for only in this way will we build a new world.

POPE FRANCIS
GENERAL AUDIENCE

Wednesday, 18 March 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning,

Today we will consider the fifth Beatitude which says: “Blessed
are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy” (Mt 5:7). There is a
peculiar aspect to this beatitude. It is the only one in which the
cause and the fruit of happiness coincide: mercy. Those who show
mercy will find mercy, they will be “shown mercy”.

This theme of reciprocity of forgiveness is not found only in this
Beatitude, but is recurrent throughout the Gospel. How could it be
otherwise? Mercy is the very heart of God! Jesus says: “Judge not,
and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be
condemned; forgive and you will be forgiven” (Lk 6:37). It is always
the same reciprocity. And the Letter of James states that “mercy
triumphs over judgment” (Jam 2:13).

But it is above all in the “Lord’s Prayer” that we pray: “forgive
us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors” (Mt 6:12); and
this question is taken up again at the end: “For if you forgive men
their trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you; but if
you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses (Mt 6:14-15; cf. Catechism of the Catholic
Church, 2838).

There are two things that cannot be separated: forgiveness
granted and forgiveness received. However, many people struggle;
they cannot forgive. Often the harm received is so great that being
able to forgive feels like climbing a very high mountain: an enormous
effort; and one thinks: it cannot be done, this cannot be done. This
fact of the reciprocity of mercy shows that we have to overturn the
perspective. We cannot do this alone. We need God’s grace, we
must ask for it. Indeed if the fifth Beatitude promises mercy, and in
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the “Lord’s Prayer” we ask for the forgiveness of debts, it means
that we are essentially debtors and we need to find mercy!

We are all debtors. All of us. To God who is so generous and to our
brothers and sisters. Everyone knows that he/she is not the father
or mother that he or she should be, the bride or groom, the brother
or sister. We are all “in deficit” in life. And we need mercy. We know
that we too have done wrong. There is always something lacking in
the good that we should have done.

However, our very poverty becomes our strength to forgive! We
are debtors and if, as we heard at the start, we shall be measured
with the same measure with which we measure others (cf. Lk 6:38),
then it would suit us to widen our measure and to forgive debts; to
forgive. Each person should remember that they need to forgive,
they are in need of forgiveness and they need patience. This is the
secret to mercy: by forgiving one is forgiven. Thus God precedes
us and he forgives us first (cf. Rom 5:8). In receiving his forgiveness,
we too are capable of forgiving. One’s own misery and lack of justice
therefore, become opportunities to open oneself up to the Kingdom
of Heaven, to a greater measure, the measure of God who is mercy.

Where does our mercy come from? Jesus told us: “Be merciful,
even as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36). The more one welcomes
the Father’s love, the more we can love (cf. ccc 2842). Mercy is not
a dimension among others but rather the centre of Christian life.
There is no Christianity without mercy [Cf. Saint John Paul II,
Encyclical Dives in Misericordia (30 November 1980); Misericordae
Vultus Bull (11 April 2015); Apostolic Letter Misericordia et
misera (20 November 2016)]. If all our Christianity does not lead
us to mercy, then we have taken the wrong path because mercy is
the only true destination of all spiritual journeys. It is one of the
most beautiful fruits of mercy (cf. ccc 1829).

I remember that this theme was chosen for the first Angelus
that I had to recite as Pope: mercy. And this has remained very
much impressed on me, as a message that I would always have to
offer as Pope, a message for everyday: mercy. I remember that on
that day I even had an attitude that was somewhat “brazen”, as if I
were advertising a book about mercy that had just been published
by Cardinal Kasper. And on that day I felt very strongly that this is
the message that I must offer as Bishop of Rome: mercy, mercy,
please, forgiveness.
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God’s mercy is our liberation and our happiness. We live of mercy
and we cannot afford to be without mercy. It is the air that we breathe.
We are too poor to set any conditions. We need to forgive because
we need to be forgiven. Thank you!

Wednesday, 25 March 2020
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!
Twenty-five years ago today, on this very date, 25 March, when the
Church marks the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord, Saint
John Paul ii promulgated the Encyclical Letter Evangelium Vitae,
on the value and inviolability of human life.

The bond between the Annunciation and the “Gospel of Life” is
close and profound, as Saint John Paul emphasized in his Encyclical
Letter. Today we find ourselves reviving this teaching within the
context of a pandemic that threatens human life and the world
economy. It is a situation that makes the words with which the
Encyclical begins ever more demanding. Here they are: “The Gospel
of life is at the heart of Jesus’ message. Lovingly received day after
day by the Church, it is to be preached with dauntless fidelity as
‘good news’ to the people of every age and culture” (n. 1).

As with every proclamation of the Gospel, this too should firstly be
witnessed. And I think with gratitude of the silent witness of many
people who, in various ways, are doing everything they can in
serving the sick, the elderly and those who are alone and most
destitute. They put into practice the Gospel of Life, like Mary who,
having accepted the Angel’s announcement, went to help her cousin
Elizabeth who was in need.

Indeed, the life that we are called to promote and defend is not an
abstract concept, but rather it is always manifested in a person in
flesh and blood: a baby who has just been conceived, a marginalized
poor person, a sick person who is disheartened or in a terminal ill
state, one who has lost their job or cannot find one, a rejected or
marginalized migrant.... Life manifests itself tangibly in people.

Each human being is called by God to enjoy the fullness of life;
and, is entrusted to the maternal care of the Church, every threat
to human dignity and life cannot but have an effect on her heart, on
her maternal ‘womb’. To defend life is not an ideology for the Church.
It is a reality; a human reality which involves all Christians, precisely
because they are Christian and because they are human.
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Unfortunately, attacks against people’s dignity and life still continue
in our epoch, which is the age of universal human rights. Indeed, we
are facing new threats and new forms of slavery, and laws do not
always protect the weakest and most vulnerable human lives.

The message of the Encyclical Evangelium Vitae is thus more current
than ever. Aside from the emergencies like the one we are
experiencing now, it is a case of taking action on the cultural and
educational level in order to transmit to future generations, the attitude
of solidarity, care and welcome, in the full knowledge that the culture
of life is not the exclusive heritage of Christians, but rather belongs
to all those who, working to build fraternal relationships, recognize
the value of each person, even when they are fragile and suffering.

Dear brothers and sisters, every human life, unique and unrepeatable,
has value in and of itself; it is of inestimable value. This must always
be proclaimed anew with the courage of the Word and the courage
of actions. It calls us to solidarity and fraternal love for the great
human family and for each of its members.

Thus, with Saint John Paul ii, who wrote this Encyclical Letter, I reaffirm
with renewed conviction the appeal he addressed to everyone 25
years ago: “respect, protect, love and serve life, every human life!
Only in this direction will you find justice, development, true freedom,
peace and happiness!” (Encyclical Letter, Evangelium Vitae, n. 5).

Wednesday, 1st April 2020
Dear Bothers and Sisters, Good Morning,

Today, let us read together the sixth Beatitude which promises the
vision of God and has purity of heart as a condition.

There is a Psalm that reads: “my heart says to thee, ‘Thy face, Lord,
do I seek.’ Hide not thy face from me” (Ps 27[28]:8-9).

This language manifests the thirst for a personal relationship with
God, not a mechanical one, not a somewhat vague one, no: personal,
which the Book of Job also expresses as a sign of a sincere
relationship. The Book of Job reads: “I had heard of thee by the hearing
of the ear, but now my eyes see thee” (42:5). And often I think that
this is the journey of life, in our relationship with God. We know God
from hearsay, but with our experience, we go forward, forward, forward,
and in the end, we come to know him directly, if we are faithful ... And
this is the maturity of the Spirit.
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How do we reach this intimacy, to know God with our eyes? We can
think of the disciples at Emmaus, for example, who have the Lord
beside them but “their eyes were kept from recognizing him” (Lk 24:16).
The Lord will open their eyes at the end of a journey that culminates
with the breaking of bread and had begun with a scolding: “O Foolish
men, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken”
(Lk 24:25). This is the reprimand at the beginning. It is the root of
their blindness: their hearts were foolish and slow. And when the
heart is foolish and slow, things cannot be seen. Things appear foggy.
Herein lies the wisdom of this Beatitude: in order to contemplate it,
we need to enter within ourselves and make room for God because,
as Saint Augustine says, God is “more inward than my innermost
self” (“interior intimo meo” Confessions iii, 6, 11). In order to see
God, there is neither the need to change eyeglasses or vantage
point, nor to change the theological authors who teach the path: we
need to free the heart from its deception. This is the only path.

This is a decisive maturity: when we realize that our worst enemy is
often hidden within our heart. The most noble battle is the one against
the inner deception that creates our sins. Because sins change our
inner vision, they change our evaluation of things. They make us
see things that are not real or at least not that real.

It is thus important to understand what purity of heart is. In order to
do so, we should remember that, for the Bible, the heart does not
consist only in feelings, but rather it is a human being’s most intimate
place, the inner space where people are themselves. This is
according to the Bible.

The Gospel of Matthew itself says “if our eye is not sound, your
whole body will be full of darkness” (Matt 6:23). This light is the gaze
of the heart, the perspective, synthesis and the point from which
reality can be seen (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, n. 143).

But what does having a “pure” heart mean? A pure heart lives in the
presence of the Lord, preserving in the heart what is worthy of the
relationship with him. Only in this way can one possess an intimate
life that is “unified, linear and unwinding.

A purified heart is, therefore, the result of a process that implies
liberation and renunciation. Those who are pure of heart are not
born that way but rather they have experienced an inner simplification,
learning to renounce the evil within oneself, which the Bible calls
circumcision of the heart (cf. Dt 10:16; 30:6, Ex 44:9; Jer 4:4).
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This inner purification implies recognition of the part of the heart that
is under the influence of evil — “You know Father, I feel this way, I
think this way, I see this way and this is bad”: recognizing the bad
part, the part that is clouded by evil — in order to learn the art of
always allowing ourselves to be trained and guided by the Holy Spirit.
The journey from a sick heart, from a sinful heart, from a heart that
cannot see things well because it is in sin, to the fullness of the light
of the heart, is the work of the Holy Spirit. He is the one who guides
us to take this journey. Through this journey of the heart, we can
achieve “seeing God”.

In this beatific vision, there is an escatological dimension of the future,
as with all Beatitudes: it is the joy of the Kingdom of Heaven towards
which we are directed. But there is also the other dimension: to see
God means understanding the design of Providence in what happens
to us, to recognize his presence in the Sacraments, his presence in
our brothers and sisters, especially the poor and the suffering, and to
recognize God there where he manifests himself (cf. Catechism of
the Catholic Church, n. 2519).

This Beatitude is somewhat the fruit of the preceding ones: if we
have listened to the thirst for good that dwells within us and we are
aware of living of mercy, a journey of freedom begins which lasts an
entire lifetime and leads us to Heaven. It is serious work, work that is
carried out by the Holy Spirit if we give him the room to do it, if we are
open to the action of the Holy Spirit. This is why we can say that it is
mostly the work of God in us — in the trials and the purifications of
life — and this is the work of God and of the Holy Spirit who brings
great joy, true and profound peace. Let us not be afraid, let us open
the doors of our heart to the Holy Spirit so that he may purify us and
lead us forward in this journey towards full joy.

Wednesday, 8 April 2020
Dear Brothers ad Sisters, Good morning,
In these weeks of anxiety over the pandemic that is causing so much
suffering in the world, among the many questions that we ask
ourselves, there may be some about God: what is he doing faced
with our suffering? Where is he when everything is going wrong?
Why doesn’t he resolve the problems immediately? These are the
questions we ask about God.

The narrative of the Passion of Jesus that accompanies us during
these Holy Days can be of solace. There too in fact, many questions
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arise. After welcoming Jesus triumphantly in Jerusalem, the people
asked themselves whether he would finally redeem them from their
enemies (cf. Lk 24:21). They expected a powerful and triumphant
sword-bearing Messiah. Instead, a meek and humble hearted one
arrives who calls for conversion and mercy. And the very multitude
that had previously raised hosannas to him, cries, “Let him be crucified”
(Mt 27:23). Confused and frightened, those who had followed him,
abandon him. They think that if this is Jesus’ fate, then he is not the
Messiah because God is strong and God is invincible.

However, if we continue to read the narrative of the Passion, we
come to a surprising fact. When Jesus dies, the Roman centurion
who was a nonbeliever; he was not a Jew but a Gentile who had
seen him suffer on the cross and had heard him forgive everyone,
who had touched his boundless love with his own hand, professes:
“Truly this man was the son of God” (Mk 15:39). He says the very
opposite of what the others say. He says that God is there, that he
is truly God.

We can ask ourselves today: what is the true face of God? We usually
project onto him who we are, to the fullest: our success, our sense of
justice and also our scorn. However, the Gospel tells us that God is
not like this, He is different and we could not come to know him by
relying on our own strength. This is why he drew himself nearer. He
came to us and precisely on Easter he revealed himself completely.
And where did he reveal himself completely? On the cross. It is there
that we learn the features of God’s face.

Let us not forget, brothers and sisters, that the cross is God’s throne.
It will do us good to look at the Crucifix in silence and to see who our
Lord is: He is the one who does not point his finger at anyone, not
even to those who are crucifying him, but rather opens his arms wide
to everyone; who does not crush us with his glory but allows himself
to be stripped for us; who does not love us in word but rather gives
us life in silence; who does not force us but frees us; who does not
treat us as strangers, but rather takes upon himself our evil, he takes
upon himself our sins. He does this to free us from prejudice against
God; let us look at the Crucifix. And then let us open the Gospel.
These days, while we are all locked down in quarantine at home, let
us take these two things in our hands: the Crucifix, let us look at it,
and the Gospel, let us open it. This will be for us, so to speak, like a
great domestic liturgy because we cannot go to Church these days.
Crucifix and Gospel!
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In the Gospel, we read that when the people go to Jesus to make
him king, for example after the multiplication of the loaves, he
withdraws (cf. Jn 6:15). And when the demons want to reveal his
Divine Majesty, he silences them (cf. Mk 1:24-25). Why? Because
Jesus does not want to be misunderstood. He does not want the
people to confuse the true God who is humble love, with a false god,
a worldly god who puts on a show and imposes himself with his
strength. He is not an idol. He is God-made-man like each of us, and
he expresses himself like a man but with the strength of his divinity.
Instead, when is the identity of Jesus solemnly proclaimed in the
Gospel? When the centurion says: “Truly he was the Son of God”.
That is when it is said, as soon as he has given his life on the Cross,
because one can no longer be mistaken: one can see that God
is omnipotent in love and in no another way. It is his nature because
he is made that way. He is Love.

You might object: “What need do I have for such a weak God who
dies? I would prefer a strong God, a powerful God”. But you know, the
power of this world passes, whereas love remains. Only love safeguards
the life we have because it embraces our fragility and transforms it. It
is God’s love that healed our sin with his forgiveness at Easter, who
turned death into a passage of life, who changed our fear into trust,
our anxiety into hope. Easter tells us that God can change everything
into good; that with him, we can truly trust that everything will go well.
And this is not an illusion because Jesus’ death and Resurrection is
not an illusion: it was a truth! That is why on Easter morning we are
told: “Do not be afraid!” (cf. Mt 28:5). And the anxious questions about
evil do not fade at once, but in the Risen One, they find a solid foundation
that allows us not to be shipwrecked.

Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus changed history by drawing himself
near to us and, though still marked by evil, turned it into the history of
salvation. By offering his life on the cross, Jesus also defeated death.
From the open heart of the Crucified One, God’s love reaches each
one of us. We can change our histories by drawing near to him,
welcoming the salvation that he offers us. Brothers and sisters, let
us open our whole heart to him in prayer, this week, these days: with
the Crucifix and with the Gospel. Do not forget: Crucifix and Gospel.
This shall be a domestic liturgy. Let us open our whole heart to him
in prayer. Let us allow his gaze to rest upon us and we will understand
that we are not alone, but loved because the Lord does not abandon
us and he does not forget us, ever. And with these thoughts, I wish
you a Holy Week and a Holy Easter.
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The Days To Remember

Fr. Paramjyothi Duppalapudi 1 Ordination Day
Fr. Yandava Mathias 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Killada Paul 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Yandava Alphonse 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Palleti Ajay Kumar 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Palisetti Anand 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Vadlapati Mariadas 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Yandava Joseph Naresh 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Suresh Chilikoti 6 Birthday
Fr. John Prakash Jonnada 7 Ordination Day
Fr. Prakash Rao Arji 8 Birthday
Fr. Suresh Kumar Telagani 11 Ordination Day
Fr. Jeevan Babu Puvvala 14 Ordination Day
Fr. Raparthi Poondi Vara Prasad 15 Feast Day
Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar Sivvam 17 Ordination Day
Fr. Sridhar Arikathota
Fr. Joseph Kochuchira 18 Birthday
Fr. Varghese Chaparath 21 Ordination Day
Fr. Suresh Kumar Telagani 24
Fr. Boddu Sunil 26 Birthday
Fr. Rajasekhar Kuparala 26 Ordination Day
Fr. Killada Ananda Rao 28 Birthday
Fr. Joseph Anithottam 31 Birthday

ORDINATION DAY (5th)

Fr. Joseph Prabhakar Pathivada, Fr. Joseph Bandanadam, Fr. Jesudas
Mycherla,   Fr.  Lourdaiah Marneni,   Fr.  Agnel Ravindra   Kumar  Eagala,
Fr. Showri Babu Sanaboyina, Fr. Stephen Gorantla, Fr. Balashowry
Saragadam, Fr. Elias Pasala, Fr. Ratnakumar Polamarasetty, Fr. Anthayya
Killada, Fr. Yugal Kumar Pasupuleti, Fr. Arlaiah Pasala, Fr. Varghese
Kalapurakudiyil, Fr. Velangini Suman Pradeep Arinana, Fr. Poondi Vara
Prasad Raparthi, Fr. Mariadas Chintada, Fr. Jaya Raju Kona, Fr. Premkumar
Boni, Fr. Jaya Raju Dondaparthi,  Fr. Suresh Chilikoti,  Fr. Raju Gongada,
Fr. V. Francis, Fr. Rajendra, Fr. S. Anthony, Fr. K. Simon.

M
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Hearty Congratulations  &  Many Happy Returns of the Day
To you, Dear Fathers
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“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

02-05-1861 Fr. Joseph Eugene Seigneur msfs, 33 years, died at Palakonda
05-05-1846 Fr. Jacques Martin msfs, 43 years, died at Yanam
05-05-1961 Fr. Jean Marie Reydet msfs, 29 years, died at Kamptee
05-05-1980 Fr. Mathai Mathew Mappillakunnel msfs, 60 years, died at Kakinada
05-05-2003 Fr. Jose Kuttikatt, 56 years, died at Irrinjalakuda, Kerala.
06-05-2005 Fr. Jacob Puthiaparambil msfs, 93 years, died at Vizag
07-05-2016 Fr. Zacharias Kochupura, 75 years, died at Vizag
12-05-1976 Bro. Jose Chirackal msfs, 40 years, died at Vizag
12-05-1986 Fr. Joseph Marie Meynet msfs, 76 years, died at Thonon, France
14-05-1932 Fr. Joseph Vittoz msfs, 57 years, died at Annecy
18-05-1849 Fr. Marie Govard msfs, 28 years, died at Samalkot
21-05-1863 Fr. Jean Jacques Delavenay msfs, 42 years, died at Yanam
22-05-1991 Bro. Ouseph Adapur msfs, 64 years, died at Vizag
23-05-1998 Bro. Joseph Kallampally msfs, 66 years, died at Vizag
24-05-2013 Fr. John Kunnappaly, 83 years, died at Vizag
25-05-1972 Fr. Lazarus Mariadas, 77 years, died at Prathipadu
26-05-1999 Fr. Charles Grange msfs, 79 years, died at Thonon
27-05-2005 Fr. Felix Abraham SJ, 54 years, died at Madurai, Kerala
28-05-1908 Fr. Etienne Peroine msfs, 28 years, died at Vizag
28-05-1930 Bro. Maria Joseph Vivegam msfs, 29 years, died at Vizag
28-05-2005 Fr. George Pullat msfs, 66 years, died at Vadakumcherry (Trichur), Kerala
29-05-1962 Fr. Edward de Rosario, 59 years, died at Bhimili
31-05-1951 Fr. Victor Dematraz msfs, 75 years, died at Vizag.

NECHROLOGY
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Anakapalli Parish: We have provided grocery kits worth of Rs.1500 to
each of our 10 catechists

Bobbili Parish: We distributed the groceries like rice, oil, dhal and
vegetables for the people who are affected by lock down of( Covid-19)
corona virus.

Bheemili Parish: Distribution of Rs 1000 and ration of 5Kg rice, I Kg dal
and 1 lit oil to identified families of the parish in the month of April as my
personal contribution. Now parish sisters and parishnors came forward
on may 1st distributed Rs. 1000 and ration to 15 families in Bhemili and
12 families in Tagarapuvalasa, this time ration by Rev. Sisters, cash by
parishnors and me.

Gajuwaka: Holy Cross Parish, Old Gajuwaka, with the help of  the
parishioners distributed to 105 families, daily wage earners, autodrivers,
taxi drivers, 25kgs of rice. Thanks to all people who helped, PPC
members, Ward Councilors and people of good will.

Kotanarava Parish: Even though it’s a small Catholic Parish community
just with 50 families, during this lockdown period with the support of very
few doners only from catholics have given some basic needs to the poor
catholic daily worker families. We have distributed things  twice so far.
Each time things are given sufficiently at least for 12 to 15 days for 27
families and some old people.

Kothakota Parish: On behalf of my parish Infant Jesus Church
Kothakota. We have distributed  provisions for 1000 people during  the
time of lockdown  nearly four times. For some who are not able to walk
our volunteers carried stuff for them.

Malkapuram Parish: St. Joseph’s parish has organized distribution of
ration consistes of five kgs rice, one kg each dol, atta, oil to five hundred
migrant workers. We also gave two kgs of rice and four kgs of vegetables
to slum area. We also happy to say that we organized community kitchen
for  hundred people, thus we could help 1000 failies. and in Scindia (sub
station of malkapuram) faithful have organized distribution of ration to
poor people and especially to an orphanage. They also organized
community kitchen for the poor in needy.

Rajahmundry: Today is the 12th day distribution of provisions during
this Corona lockdown time. This is the first of five batches of people who

RELIEF WORK DONE IN VIEW OF COVID-19
IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF VISAKHAPATNAM
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received provisions. As our area is under Red Zone due to more Corona
cases, we had divided them into groups In order to avoid a big crowd.
We could distribute 110 families: Wheat flour 2kgs, Onion 1kg, Potato
1kg, Tomatoes 1kg, Green chilies 1/4 kg, Bathing soaps 2, Detergent
soap 1, Shampoo packets 2, Masks 2.

Samarlakota Parish: On May 1st we distributed 360 families 4kg quality
of rice, all vegetables.

Vadlapudi: We, the Holy Family Parish Community, at Vadlapudi
considering the difficulties of the poor who lost their livelihood due to
Corona Epidemic lockdown have collected an amount of rupees 81000/
-. We identified some 23 families who have no work and are in need of
help within our parish community and extended our support to them. We
distributed 10 kg rice, 1kg dall, 1kg sugar, 1kg wheat flour, 2 kg onions,
2 kg potatoes, 1/2 kg tamarind, 100 gms turmeric powder and 2000/-
cash. And for some others poor who approached us 10 kg rice also is
distributed. We thank the lord for all His Blessings.

Vepada Parish: This distribution has taken place in Ballanki village,
Lourdu Matha Youth

Heartfelt condolences
to

Rev. Fr. Arikathota Sridhar

Arikathota Rajeswar Rao
(Ramarao), the father of Fr.
Arikathota Sridhar, the
Parish Priest of Venkojipalem
expired on March 28th due

to respiratory problem. And also it might be mild heart attack. God
blessed him with five children. He is 74 years old. He is retired
head master in yerukonda parish. He worked hard for the spiritual
upliftment of yerukonda parish and did more than 30 years of
untiring service in Vincent De Paul Society. He is the first catholic in
yerukonda. He served as the president of St. Anthony Conference,
Vizianagaram for 6 years, president of Vizianagaram area council
for 6 years and senior vice president of Visakhapatnam central
council for 10 years (till his last breathe) in the society of St Vincent
De Paul. May his soul rest in peace. Amen.
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