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The Pastor Speaks …..
Promoting Fraternal love and
friendship for a renewed Humanity

Tutti Fratelli, all are brothers, is the title of the latest
encyclical of the Holy Father Pope Francis
released on 4th October, 2020, Feast of Saint
Francis of Assisi. The addressee is the Church as well as the entire
world. As the title indicates the main message is about fraternity and
social friendship, brotherhood and sisterhood, among all the human
beings which need to be promoted  and sustained by all - individuals,
communities of faith, religions as a whole, political leadership,
economists, social scientists, etc. All through the encyclical the voice
of deep concern is felt for the human suffering that is still such a
wide spread naked reality of today's society across the nations. As
Christian believers do we have to be told again about fraternal love
and friendship? Well, we need to be told, it looks like, because we
keep becoming forgetful of the love command from our God and
from Jesus Christ Our Lord. Is not Christmas all about this love, God
loves us, and God wants us to love Him and love one another. Self
consciousness and self promotion can be limiting us or even
incapacitate us to live in fraternal love and friendship. We will do well
to pray and take concrete steps to expand our hearts to people around
us in fraternal love and friendship, for all are brothers and sisters,
"tutti fratelli." Saint Francis of Assisi who considered everyone and
everything in creation as brothers and sisters shows us the way!

Human being at the center of the every human endeavor: Human
person, every man and woman, with due dignity and honor, respect
and recognition, with all the rights and privileges that are fundamental
for a decent and dignified life should be at the center of all the activities
and transactions in a given society. It is not sufficient that these are
enshrined in the constitution of a given nation or of international
organizations like the United Nations Organization, UNO. The nations
across should so order the policies and decisions that these get
translated into concrete expressions and actions in the real life of
people, of all people for that matter. The Encyclical calls for a global
vision and a localized plan of action about every aspect of human
life facilitated by governmental and non-governmental organizations,
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personnel and administrative structures. There is a passionate appeal
that runs through the whole encyclical to all the people of good will,
more specially, to those in responsible and decision making positions,
be it in politics, economics, bureaucratic set up in the state, distribution
system of welfare schemes, etc.  And the appeal is that the well
being of each individual person and every human community should
experience of being fraternal love and friendship in the given society
at micro and macro levels. Church as a community of believers is
all the more obliged to live in fraternity and solidarity, not only as
social responsibility towards others but as a way of living with
others, in the Church and outside the Church. Christian faith that
demands this of every believer. To drive home this point in the present
day socio-cultural, economic and political atmosphere, Pope Francis
puts forward his reflections on the parable of the 'Good Samaritan',
"a stranger (foreigner) becoming a neighbor to a stranger!"

There has been visible expression of our becoming neighbors
to the strangers and strangers becoming brothers and sisters!
During the "Covid-19 Pandemic" lockdown period there was
commendable response to the disadvantaged. We all saw during
the pandemic Covid-19 how helpless, insecure and inadequate each
of us is. No one and no part of the world was spared from the
experience of insecurity, fear, anxiety, and helplessnessbrought by
this life threatening Corona virus. But, some sections of our society,
like the migrant workers, daily wage earners, unorganized labor,
temporary employees in the private sector, people having small
businesses, etc. were the worst hit during the prolonged lockdown
period. A real challenge was the plight of the "migrant workers" in the
big and small cities across our country. They suddenly found totally
abandoned, unemployed and helpless. The saving factor was the
overwhelming generous response towards the poor and the needy,
especially the migrant workers and displaced working class. The
government as well as the general public manifested tremendous
generosity towards the needy and suffering: distribution of cooked
food, food grains, clothes, providing shelter in the institutions,
distribution of masks, sanitizers, etc.  Our health care providing
centers, hospitals and dispensaries jumped into action to be part of
the national drive to combat the Corona Covid-19 virus. Covid-19
Corona virus helped us to show neighborly love towards others.
What the Holy Father, Pope Francis, has spelt out in the Encyclical,
Fratelli Tutti is what we have manifested, fraternal love and
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hospitality, solidarity and friendship during the difficult phase of
the Covid-19 Pandemic and the same should be shown in the day
to day life as well. We need to be brothers and sisters to one another,
live in fraternal love and friendship. Replacing the attitudes of
isolation, exclusion, and indifference with the attitudes of inclusion,
respect, recognition, and reach out to others!  This is what the
Samaritan in the parable teaches, "he responded to the wounded
man, a stranger, unlike the priest and the Levite that passed by! To
become a neighbor to others has to be a deliberate choice, a way to
see and act towards fellow human beings!

The "other" person has to have a space in our feelings, thoughts,
and actions: One other theme that runs through the encyclical is
about all of us being members of one human family and the need to
seek "common good":  All of us are conditioned by our birth in a
family and in a given society, and therefore, there is natural tendency
to not only differentiate and distinguish ourselves from others but
also to limit ourselves to our little family, clan, tribe or caste.
Consequence is that we feel and think less of others and more about
(the so called) my or our people or group. This is where the
challenging message of the Holy Father Pope Francis in the
Encyclical, "space and time" we have to give to others in our life.
Here it is not a question about right or wrong. It is the question about
how inclusive or exclusive we are in our relationship with the fellow
human beings. What we have been familiar with all along, the Holy
Father also speaks about, "the culture of love," seeking to promote
common good. No one is deliberately excluded in our relationships
due to a self imposed or socially imposed limits prompted by our
exclusive allegiance to our family, clan or tribe or caste. There is
also another limiting factor, the affluent and the rich versus the poor
and the marginalized.This situation can change only when at the
macro level the political and religious leaders think and act for the
good of the common good and good of every human being; at the
micro level it is the individuals and organized groups of people in
villages, localities in towns and cities who should take initiatives for
promoting the sense of belonging to one common human family.

Church can or should show the way to live fraternal love and
friendship: In the Church as a community of believers we are one
in Jesus Christ. This unity is manifested in the daily liturgical
gatherings and on the occasion of the festivals in the parish or village
or at the big celebrations in the Shrines and Pilgrimage Centers.
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But, we also are painfully aware that the unity and fellowship among
the members in the Church is not there at desired level. Socio-cultural
and historically inherited identities like caste or tribe or clan or region
stand as obstacles for true fraternal love and friendship. We seem to
be just juxtaposed with our own identities coming from our family or
clan or caste or tribe. As in the society so in the Church or in the
Christian community, unity in diversity is not fully there as yet. How
we see others and relate to others seem to be very much conditioned
though it is not always a deliberate individual decision to isolate
oneself or exclude others. The encyclical Fratelli Tutti is inviting the
entire humanity across the nations of the world to inculcate and
promote a "culture of fraternal love and friendship beyond the
borders of the given socio-cultural or politico-economic identities
or confines. How much more should we in the Church be united in
the one Lord and Saviour; we profess one faith, and believe in
common destiny. These should be helping us in living and
promoting fraternity, fellowship, unity and peace! Let us take up
this call from the Holy Father Pope Francis, reflect, pray, and strive
to be instrumental to promote culture of love, fraternity and
friendship by moving out of our socio-cultural borders that impose
limits to our ability to love all!

"It is my desire that, in this our time, by acknowledging the dignity
of each human person, we can contribute to the rebirth of a universal
aspiration to fraternity. Brotherhood between all men and women.
"Here we have a splendid secret that shows us how to dream and
to turn our life into a wonderful adventure. No one can face life in
isolation…We need a community that supports and helps us, in
which we can help one another to keep looking ahead. How
important it is to dream together…. By ourselves, we risk seeing
mirages, things that are not there. Dreams on the other hand, are
built together". Let us dream, then, as a single human family, as
fellow travelers sharing the same flesh, as children of the same
earth which is our common home, each of us bringing the riches of
his or her beliefs and convictions, each of us with his or her own
voice, brothers and sisters all"  (No. 8 Fratelli Tutti).

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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ENGAGEMENTS
DECEMBER  2020

5th Priestly Ordination of Bro. Gotivada Anil Kumar, Pedamanapuram
Parish, Mass at 10:00 am

8th Visakhapuri Mary Matha Feast, Ross Hill, Mass at 7:30 am
10th Monthly Recollection for Clergy, Archbishop's House, at 9:30 am -

1:00 pm
13th Mass and Confirmations, St.Peter's Cathedral, Gnanapuram Parish,

at 8:00 am
19th - 20th Visit to Jadi
21st Golden Jubilee of Archbishop Thumma Bala, Hyderabad
24th Vigil Mass, St. Peter's Cathedral, Gnanapuram Parish, Mass at

11:30 pm
25th The Nativity of the Lord, St. Francis de Sales Parish, Chinna Waltair

Mass at 8:30 am
27th Holy Mass, Lourdhu Matha Church, Saligrampuram Parish, at 8:30 am

Feast Mass, The Holy Family Church, Vadlapudi  Parish,  at 5:30 pm
29th Holy Mass, Adda Road, Thimmapuram Parish, Mass at 10:30 am
30th Family Day Mass, Yanam Parish, at 10:00 am
31st Night Mass, St.Joseph's Church, Waltair R.S., at 11:00 pm

JANUARY  2021
1st New Year Day, St.Anthony Church, Maharanipeta Parish, at 7:00 am
3rd Installation of Archbishop Poola Anthony, Hyderabad, Mass at 5:00 pm
6th St. Francis Xavier Church Blessing, Gollapurolu Parish, Mass at

10:30 am
23rd Priestly Ordination of Bro. Anand TOR, Our Lady of Assumption

Church, Seethanagaram Parish, at 10:00 am

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. Clergy Recollection will on the 10th December at the Pastoral
center, fro 9.30 a.m.- 1.00 p.m. We are coming together after a
long time and therefore, I want all the priests to come for this
recollection.

2. Annual Statistics of the parishes, institutions and religious
communities for the year 2020 should be sent to Rome. Every
year we are delayed in this exercise as the response comes so
late and some have to be persuaded again and again. I want this
year that all the priests and religious take the forms concerned
and return them duly filled to the Office of the Secretary by end of
Janauary or at least by the first week of February.

3. We are planning to have the Annual Retreat in two groups:
First retreat for the priests of Visakhapatnam urban and rural
deaneries, from January 18th -25th, 2021; the Second retreat
will be for the priests of the Vizianagaram and East Godavari
Deaneries, from.. February 1st to 5th, 2021. Please mark your
calendars and avail this opportunity for spiritual renewal. The
retreats are just a couple weeks before the Lenten Season and
so it will also be appropriate time for personal renewal and
preparation.

4. Ordo for the new Liturgical Year is prepared for our
Archdiocese and the copies are available with the Secretary
who will be giving you along with other books given as
compliments for Christmas. Please see that the copies of the
Ordo given to you for the religious communities in your parish
are handed over to the respective communities. We
acknowledge with appreciation the kind services of Fr, Ratna
Kumar in preparing the Ordo for this year well on time,

5. The Year-marked collections that are due should be submitted
to the Procurator, Fr. Varghese at the earliest possible. Though
some days we were not able observe due to Covid-19, which
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ever Special collections that have to be taken, like Holy
Childhood, Jyothirmai, Prioson Ministry, Society of St. Peter the
Apostle, etc some contribution should be given. This is our
contribution to the Universal Church and Church in India. Hope
you will be generous!

6. As in the past few years, I want all the parishes to have Family
Day in the parish on the feast of the Holy Family. We know how
the family in the parish is so important for the strength of the
parish and its mission of being a witnessing community in the
given parish area. In the rural parishes not all the people from
all the villages come to the Parish Church and therefore, at
least in the villages with big communities some celebration of
Family Day should be organized on a convenient day in the
Christmas Season.

7. This month's message is related to the points highlighted in the
recently published Encyclical of our Holy Father, Pope Francis,
Fratelli Tutti, All (are) Brothers. There is a chapter wise summary
in this issue of our newsletter. We are also giving the copy of
the same to all the priests of the diocese. Please read and see
how best we can inculcate and promote "Fraternal love and
friendship" among ourselves and among the people in whose
midst we live and serve!

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET  US  PRAY
Prayer intention for evangelization:

For a life of prayer

We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ may be
nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.
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Congratulation and Prayerful greetings to
Most Rev. the Archbishop - elect of the

Archbishop of Hyderabad

Appointment of new
Archbishop of Hyderabad. 

Your Eminence, Your Beatitude, Your
Excellency, Your Grace, Your Lordship, 

In the light of the Communication received
from the Apostolic Nunciature, I wish to
inform you that His Holiness Pope Francis
has appointed Most Rev. Anthony Poola,
currently Bishop of Kurnool, as Archbishop
of Hyderabad.  

This provision was made public in Rome on Thursday, 19th November,
2020, at noon, corresponding to 16:30 hours, Indian Standard Time.  

Bishop Anthony Poola was born on 15th November, 1961, at Chindhukur,
Andhra Pradesh. He joined the minor seminary in Kurnool and then

studied at St. Peter’s Pontifical Major Seminary, Bangalore. He was
ordained priest on 20th February, 1992.  

He has served in the following ministries:  

1992-1993:   Assistant at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Maria Puram,
Kadapa; 1993-1994: Assistant Parish Priest at Amagampalli; 1994-
1995: Parish Priest at Tekurpet, Correspondent RCM Elementary
Schools, Chinayarasal & Kappalapalli; 1995-2000:   Parish Priest
of Our Lady of Fatima Church, Badvel, Director St. Thomas
Boarding Home, Badvel; 2000-2001: Parish Priest of Holy Cross
Church, Veerapally; Correspondent RCM UP School, Veerapally &
Konasamudram, Director - Vander Valk Boy’s Boarding Home;
2001-2002: Resident priest at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, St.
Joseph, Kalamazoo Diocese, U.S.A.; 2002-2003: Associate Pastor
at St. Genevieve Catholic Church, Archdiocese of Chicago; 2003-
: Coordinator for CFCA - Secretary for Education Society, Deputy
Manager, RCM Schools, Diocese of Cuddapah, Editor of CFCA
Samachara Lekha; 2008-: Bishop of Kurnool; 2008-2015: Chairman
for “Youth Commission” Telugu Region; 2008- 2015: Chairman for
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Scheduled Castes/Backward Classes Commission; 2008-2020:
Chairman for Andhra Pradesh Social Service Society; 2014-
2020: Secretary General & Treasurer of Telugu Catholic Bishops’
Conference; 2014-2020: Chairman of the Sikh Village Campus,
Secretariat for TCBC Priests Community; 2014-2020: Chairman
for Jeevan in-state Printing Press.  

We send our prayerful greetings and best wishes to Archbishop
Anthony Poola and entrust the Archbishop’s new ministry to the
maternal intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Your Sincerely, 

Archbishop Felix Machado  
Secretary General, CBCI 

Hearty
Welcome &

Congratulations

Rev. Dr. Raju Gongada
to

NOTE:
 DEAR FATHERS AND SISTERS,

1.   We are happy to have Rev. Fr. R.P.V. Prasad who has
     come on a visit from his mission in Uganda. Africa.

2.  PLEASE COLLECT ORDOS and Annual Census forms
     FROM ARCHBISHOP’S SRCRETARY OFFICE

Fr. Yandava Naresh
Archbishop’s Secretary
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1. Youth Meet at Maharanipeta:

St. Anthony Parish, Maharanipeta, conducted a One Day
Seminar for the youth on 31st October. The Program started with
Praise and Worship and followed by a small talk by Sr. Josephine
(St. Ann’s of Luzern) and then she undertook counseling for the
youth members individually. And then they meditated on the word
of God. They also made a good confession while they conducted
Teze prayer and Adoration. The Program was highlighted with a
Procession of Mother Mary to mark the conclusion of Marian Month.
The program concluded with the Holy Mass. I thank Fr. D.
Balashowry and Fr. Morsa Rayappa for conducting beautiful and
meaningful Youth Meet.

2. Conducting of Gnana Jyothi Bible Exam:

We have successfully conducted Gnana Jyothi Bible Exam on
1st Nov 2020. Most of the parish priests took the initiative to conduct
the Gnana Jyothi Bible Exam even in the midst of Covid situation.
The results will be released soon. I thank each and every parish
priest who took the initiative to conduct the exam. I also thank Mr.
Dasu, Jyothirmai Animator of the diocese who took pains to send
the exam papers to different parishes.

3. Vicharana Salaha Sangha Sabhyula Ujjeeva Samavesalu:

Holy Redeemer Church, Godavari Parish has conducted a
Three-day prayer meeting for the parish pastoral council on 11th,
12th and 13th of November. Fr. Manoj, The Parish Priest has come
up with this new idea of conducting prayer meetings for the PPC
members, the elders of the village, Legion of Mary members and
the Youth almost 120 of them.  These prayer meetings were
conducted in the evenings from 5:30 to 8:30, starting with Holy
Rosary and Adoration. After the preaching of the Word of God the
day ended with the Holy Mass. we also conducted penitential service
and gave General absolution, as the Covid situation is still rampant.
On the last day PPC members were asked to write their suggestions

PASTORAL CENTRE

News
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for the development of the parish and they did so. They also
participated in the oath ceremony promising that they do co-operate
to the parish priest and to the PPC members for the development
of the parish. I personally thank Rev. Fr. Manoj for conducting such
prayer meetings for the Parish Pastoral Council members.

4. Christmas Celebrations at Parish level:

As the Covid Situation has not come to normal, our Archbishop
asked us not to conduct any Semi-Christmas celebrations at the
Archdiocese level. Hence I request the parish priests to conduct
Christmas celebrations in your own respective parishes to
encourage the spirit of prayer and preparation for the Coming of
our Saviour among our faithful.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Report of the webinar on the ‘International Day for the
Eradication of Violence against Women’

25th November 2020
Organised by the Women’s Commission of Visakhapatnam dioceses

On the occasion of the International Day for the Eradication of
violence Against Women on 25th November 2020, webinar was
organised by Sr. Sajitha Rose SAL, Secretary, Women’s Commission
of Visakhapatnam diocese. On this occasion 12 women
representatives from 10 parishes presented their views of how to
face violence against women by following the examples of women
characters in the Bible and courageous women saints. The programme
began with the prayer by the legion of Mary group Madugula.

The participants presented the life stories of saints; such as
Joan of Arc, Maria Goreti, St. Monica, Mother Theresa, Josephine
Bakhitha, St. Agnes, St. Matilda, St. Ann, and Esther. As these saints
were courageous enough to fight against the evil that came across
their way the speakers invited the women folk to take courageous
steps with devotion to God like the saints in trust and confidence.

The speakers of the webinar were 1) Mrs.Nirmala  - Maharanipeta,
2) Mrs. Rohini - Chinnawaltair  3) Mrs. Prasanthi  - Rajam, 4) Mrs.
K. Rajeswari - Malkapuram, 5) Ms.Rukhumani - Butchirajapalem,
6) Mrs. T. Siridha - Mandapeta, 7) Mrs.Suhasini - Rajamundry, 8)
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Mrs. D.Reena - Madugula,  9) Mrs. G.Kumari -Yerukonda, 10) Mrs.
Chandrakala and Prameela  - Arilova parishes.

Fr. Arji Prakash Director, Pastoral Centre, gave the introductory
talk, highlighting the need to give equal treatment to boys and girls
at home first and in all spears of life to bring dignity among men
and women.

The concluding message was given by Sr. Nirmala Mathew St. Ann’s
Visakhapatnam. She in her message urged the women; give to
children God consciousness that guards them from indulging in all
evil and violence with education and material possessions.

Mrs. Prameela the MC of the webinar proposed the vote of thanks
and concluded the programme with thanksgiving prayer at 6 pm.

****

Summery of Fratelli Tutti
What is Fratelli Tutti (All are brethren) - the 3rd Encyclical by Pope

Francis given at the tomb of Assisi on October 3, 2020.

Pope Francis Signs New
Encyclical “Fratelli tutti”

at Tomb of St Francis
of Assisi to Heal the World

Introduction

Pope Francis offers to the international community and to the
Church/churches the need of rediscovering the precious pearl of
universal fraternity via just/kind politics, dignified integration of the
poor through socially responsible economic orders, migrants and
reconciled healing of historical conflicts through dialogue and
respect for cultures and religions. He tells the world community
that we can defeat the enemies of humanity and human dignity
which come under the guise of different ideologies and agendas
(both political and religious), violence and exploitation through the
genuine path of hope, solidarity, friendship, love-based action and
dialogue.
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The Structure of the encyclical: Fratelli tutti is woven around
through universal hermeneutics of Saint Francis of Assisi and the
Christ given parable of the Good Samaritan both of which are
conscientiously employed by Pope Francis to show that the content
and concerns are achievable not merely wishful or utopian. The
encyclical, while being a current survey of the world, builds upon
richly on the past teachings of the Church and learning from the
world (287-foot note references). Awareness of Mahatma Gandhi,
Desmond Tutu and Charles Eugene de Foucauld add weight to the
global convictions and concerns of the Pope.

The encyclical, besides a brief self-introductory note on the purpose
(nos. 1-8), is divided into 8 chapters with a variety of themes and
titles and ends with a universal prayer which can be recited by
humanity and an ecumenical prayer which can be chanted by
Christians of all differences yet organically linking to the core theme
of the universal fraternity.

Chapter 1 “Dark Clouds over a Closed World”: Pope Francis
makes an cursory survey of the failed aspirations of nations and
societies and point out the crisis of the Macro-Universal aspirations
for a better and unified humanity:  To point out some for instance,
“resentful and aggressive nationalism” (no. 11); “political life
becomes increasingly fragile in the face of transnational economic
powers” (12), “a growing loss of the sense of history” (no. 12);
“cultural colonization” (14), migration and migrants with absence
of human rights and dignity, communication manipulation generating
social aggression and mistrust, pandemics, wars and conflicts with
economic interests, discarding of aging population etc. The chapter
ends with hope amidst the dark clouds.

Chapter 2: “The Stranger on the Road”: It provides for the stirring
of the global, social and personal conscience as depicted in the
first chapter. Pope Francis widens the horizon of this encyclical to
entire humanity addressed as people of good will and asks them to
arrive at the truthful conviction of discovering the truth of “neighbours
without borders” (no. 80) through the spectrum of the parable of
the Good Samaritan. Pope appeals to the conscience of humanity
and nations afflicted with self-preservation to open up to think about
the neighbour as the person in need of dignity and care.
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Chapter 3: “Envisaging and Engendering an Open World’: The
roadmap is universal love and rights. This chapter can be said as
the application of the second chapter. It asks us to think about the
innate power of human love which makes us to rise beyond and
go towards the other, leading towards universal communion (no.
95) and the foundation of “social friendship” (no. 99). This asks
one to have a reflective look at the need of integration of the
wounded-marginalised on the road side of or life and society (nos.
97, 101) rights (nos. 111, 121), property and its social dimension
(no. 119), and value of solidarity (no. 114).

Chapter 4: “A Heart Open to the World”: This chapter is indeed
socio-political in nature, especially brings into focus the much-
debated scenario and the reality of migration, migrants and its
consequent impact as well as the cause of cultural exchanges
and cultural integration benefitting the humanity.

Chapter 5: “A Better Kind of Politics”: Without mincing words,
this chapter explicitly opens up to everyone in any part of the world
a stark distinction between popular politics, popular leadership
and populist politics and populist leadership. It brings in terms oft-
unused to our ears with rich nuance and food for reflection such
as political love/ charity which means the “spiritual heart of politics.”
Church’s social doctrines are taken recourse to here to prove how
the charity behind the social interventions can motivate and inspire
and even construct political charity.

Chapter 6: “Dialogue and Friendship in Society”: Pope Francis
once again reminds the world of the truth and utility of dialogue.
Dialogue and friendship are what first cease amidst mutual
suspicion and fear. “Authentic social dialogue involves the ability
to respect the other’s point of view…” (no.203). It leads to a new
culture of affirming the other filled with kindness (no. 222). It is a
variegated unity as reflected in a polyhedron (no. 215).

Chapter 7: “Paths of Renewed Encounter”: The dialogue leads
to healing of memory and historical wounds and conflicts. In other
words, it paves the path for peace. Forgiveness needs to become
social forgiveness. This will certainly challenge the nations to revisit
the history of nations we teach our children. Shoah and Hiroshima
atomic attacks are just two instances for us to check one’s own
nation’s balance sheets: either international conflicts or internal
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ethnic conflicts. The issue of death penalty is interlinked here to
point out a reflection on fear and resentment.

Chapter 8: Religions at the Service of Fraternity in Our World:
Pope Francis like St Francis of Assisi who always adhered to his
identity takes a specific Christian stand while talking about religions,
peace, fraternity and violence. “For us the wellspring of human
dignity and fraternity is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ ”(no. 277).
Pope mentions the concrete step of dialogue and peace which he
undertook in Abu Dhabi with his encounter with the Grand Imam.
The universal multiple religions’ experience of the human person
is to be that “every person as a creature is a child of God”,
challenging every religion to think in terms of fraternity and friendship
rather than animosity and violence.

Two Prayers: Universal and Ecumenical
At the end, Pope Francis offers two prayers, the first of which
addressed to the Creator in the spirit of St Francis of Assisi could
be considered as a universal prayer of humanity and the second
one a common prayer for Christians of all hues. He also specifies
persons and thoughts which have influenced Fratelli Tutti- a wide
spectrum of variety and nationalities which also reflect the practical
side of this Encyclical.

Part II: Fratelli Tutti and Points for Indian Context could be as
follows: Political, Economic, Social, Educational and Spiritual:

1. What is the political consciousness of the Church and Christians
in India as law abiding citizens of this country towards the afflicting
political issues of our nation and how can we constructively
participate in and promote healthy democracy through paths of
solidarity and communion with our fellow citizens of good will?

2. How shall we mobilize and conscientize different strata of society
to work for reducing/ eliminating economic marginalization of
the poor and contribute towards employment opportunities and
advocacy for governmental policies?

3. Amidst growing animosity, suspicion, religion-related extremism,
terrorism, communalism and fundamentalism, how do we
prepare the members of our community as well as the fellow
citizens- youth and children- to defeat such forces through
creative seeking of fraternity building measures?
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4. How can we create a specific education paradigm for forming
minds and hearts of children and youth to learn the lessons of
dialogue, mutual respect and social interventions with
compassion and kindness as well as to stand against growing
violence against women and the downtrodden?

5. How do we put the cause of the poor in our policies and decisions
as true steps of human fraternity?

6. Is it not necessary to create think tanks, work groups of citizens
at the diocesan as well as societal level to be votaries of social
friendship, human concerns to defeat the evils of regression
and pessimism?

Conclusion:
Two imageries flashed through my mind while perusing the pages
of the encyclical: the imagery of John the Baptist identifying himself
as the “voice in the wilderness” and the imagery of a much-awaited
summer rain. Both these imageries are impregnated with hope and
scope for renewal.

Fr. Santhosh Sebastian Cheruvally
Diocese of Gorakhpur

Hearty Condolences  to
Rev. Fr. Killada Paul (Nani)

October 30th  was a day of sorrow to Rev.Fr. Killada Paul (Nani),
the Vire- Rector of St.Ann’s Minor Seminary, Bheemili and his
family members who lost their beloved father, Mr. Killada Kanna
Rao. Some of our priests were present for the memorial mass,
which was held on 5th of November, at Uttaravalli Parish.

Let us all pray for the repose soul of Mr.Killada Kanna Rao that
he may enjoy the everlasting bliss. We the clergy and religious
of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese express our deep sorrow and
heartfelt condolence to our beloved Fr. Killada Paul  and to his
family members and relatives.
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Appointment of Abp Albert D’Souza, as Apostolic
Administrator of the Archdiocese of Agra

Nov 20, 2020, 2:29 PM 
Your Eminence, Your Beatitude, Your Grace, Your Lordship,

Greetings to you from the CBCI Secretariat.

In a communication received from the Apostolic Nunciature, I wish
to inform you that, with Decree N° 3860/20, dated 12 November
2020, the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples has
appointed His Grace Archbishop Albert D’Souza, Archbishop
Emeritus of Agra, as Apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocese
of Agra, until the new Archbishop takes canonical possession of
the See. 

Thanking you

Yours sincerely,

Archbishop Felix Machado
Secretary General, CBCI

FIRST COMMITMENT
SISTERS OF ST. ANN LUZERN

"Hold me close and lead me on… for you are  my guiding light"

Every invitation to follow Christ demands sharing of His life and
His mission. Responding to this invitation, 20 Novices made their
First Commitment to the Lord on 21th November 2020 and  became
religious sisters in the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Ann Luzern.
The solemn ceremony of the First Profession as well as the
Eucharistic Celebration was officiated by Most. Rev. Mallavarappu
Prakash, Archbishop of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese. We thank
God for the gift of our young Sisters and entrust them into the
loving care and mercy of God.
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Blessed Carlo Acutis

Carlo Acutis (3 May 1991 – 12 October 2006) was an English-
born Italian Catholic youth and amateur computer programmer, who
is best known for documenting Eucharistic miracles around the
world and cataloguing them onto a website that he created before
his death from leukemia. He was noted for his cheerfulness,
computer skills, and deep devotion to the Eucharist, which becomes
a core theme of his life. He was beatified on 10 October 2020.

Life:

Carlo Acutis was born in London on 3 May 1991 to a wealthy Italian
family with Irish and Polish roots. His baptism took place on 18
May 1991 in the church of Our Lady of Dolours, Chelsea. His
parents, Andrea Acutis and Antonia Salzano, who were not
especially religious, had worked in London and Germany, but finally
settled in Milan in September 1991, not long after their first son’s
birth. In 1995 when Acutis was four years old, his maternal
grandfather died and was said to have appeared to him in a dream
asking to be prayed for. When the child evinced a precocious
interest in religious practice, his questions were answered by the
family’s Polish baby-sitter. Three years later he requested to receive
his First Communion at the unusually early age of seven. After
consulting a prelate and providing instruction, the family arranged
this at the convent of Sant’Ambrogio ad Nemus. Thereafter he

Santa Maria Maggiore, Assisi,
Acutis’ burial place.
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made the effort, either before or after Mass, to reflect before
the tabernacle. Acutis became a frequent communicant and would
make a weekly confession. He is said to have had several models as
guides for his life, especially Francis of Assisi, as well as Francisco
and Jacinta Marto, Dominic Savio, Tarcisius, and Bernadette
Soubirous.

He was educated in Milan at the Jesuit Instituto Leone XIII high
school. On the social side, Acutis would worry about friends of his
whose parents were divorcing and would invite them to his home
to support them. He defended disabled peers at school when bullies
mocked them. Outside school, he did voluntary work with the
homeless and destitute. He also liked films, comic editing and
playing PlayStation. Although he greatly enjoyed travel, the town
of Assisi remained a particular favourite.

Those around him considered him a “computer geek” on account
of his passion and skill with computers and the internet. Acutis
applied himself to creating a website dedicated to cataloguing each
reported Eucharistic miracle in the world. He completed this in
2005, having started compiling the catalogue at the age of eleven.
He admired Giacomo Alberione’s initiatives to use the media to
evangelize and proclaim the Gospel and aimed to do likewise with
the website he had created. It was on the website that he said: “the
more Eucharist we receive, the more we will become like Jesus,
so that on this earth we will have a foretaste of heaven”.

When he developed leukemia, he offered his suffering both for Pope
Benedict XVI and for the Catholic Church, saying; “I offer all the
suffering I will have to undergo for the Lord, for the Pope, and the
Church”. He had asked his parents to take him on pilgrimages to the
sites of all the known Eucharistic miracles in the world, but his
declining health prevented this from happening. The doctors treating
his final illness had asked him if he was in great pain to which he
responded that “there are people who suffer much more than me”.
He died on 12 October 2006 at 6:45 AM from M3 fulminant leukemia.
He was buried in Assisi in accordance with his wishes.

Legacy:

Acutis’s mother, Antonia, is said to attribute to his intercession the
fact that, at the age of 44, she gave birth to twins, born exactly four
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years to the day after his death. Following the Catholic Church’s
recognition of a miracle in 2020, attributed to Acutis, Antonia told
the press that her son had appeared to her in dreams saying that
he will not only be beatified but also canonised a saint in the future.

In memory of Acutis, bishops Raffaello Martinelli and Angelo
Comastri have helped to organize a travelling photo exhibition of
all the Eucharistic miracle sites. It has since travelled to dozens of
different countries across five continents.

Beatification:

The call for him to be beatified began not long after Acutis’
death. The campaign gained momentum in 2013 after he was
named a Servant of God, the first stage on the path towards
sainthood.The Lombardy Episcopal Conference approved the
petition for the official canonization cause to proceed at a meeting
in 2013. The opening of the diocesan investigation was held on 15
February 2013, with Cardinal Angelo Scola inaugurating the
process, and concluding it on 24 November 2016. The formal
introduction to the cause took place on 13 May 2013, and Acutis
became titled a “Servant of God”. Pope Francis next confirmed his
life as one of heroic virtue on 5 July 2018, and declared
him Venerable.

On 14 November 2019, the Vatican’s Medical Council of
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints expressed a positive
opinion about a miracle in Brazil attributed to Acutis’
intercession. Luciana Vianna had taken her son, Mattheus, who
was born with a pancreatic defect which made eating difficult, to a
prayer service. Beforehand, Vianna had already prayed
a novena asking for the teenager Acutis’ intercession. During the
service her son had simply asked that he should not “throw up as
much”. Immediately following the service, Mattheus told his mother
he felt healed and asked for solid food when he came home. Until
then he had been on an all-l iquid diet. After a detailed
investigation, Pope Francis confirmed the miracle’s authenticity in
a decree on 21 February 2020, leading to Acutis’ beatification.

Within a month of the decree, Italy experienced its first wave of
COVID-19 cases, which caused the beatification ceremony to be
postponed while the country was on lockdown. It was rescheduled
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for 10 October 2020 and was held in the Upper Church of the Basilica
of Saint Francis of Assisi in Assisi, Italy, with Cardinal Agostino
Vallini presiding on the pope’s behalf. As of 2019, the postulator for
Acutis’ cause is Nicola Gori.

Since the beatification ceremony on 10 October 2020, silent crowds
have been filing past the exposed relics of the blessed youth in the
one time cathedral of Assisi, the church of Santa Maria Maggiore.

"The pastoral Conversion of the Parish Community
a document from  the Congregation for the Clergy"
(Continued... last news letter)

VII. d. Pastoral Regions

61. If several “pastoral units” can constitute a vicariate forane, then
similarly, especially in Dioceses with a more extensive territory,
the Bishop, after hearing the Presbyteral Council79, could unite
several vicariates forane into “districts” or “pastoral regions”80.
An Episcopal Vicar81 would lead each region, invested with
ordinary executive power for pastoral administration in the
Bishop’s name, under his authority and in communion with him,
and with any special faculties that the Bishop may wish to
attribute to him.

VIII.  ORDINARY AND EXTRAORDINARY WAYS OF
ASSIGNING THE PASTORAL CARE OF THE

PARISH COMMUNITY
62. In the first place, the Parish Priest and the other priests, in

communion with the Bishop, are a fundamental reference point
for the Parish community, for the role of shepherds that
corresponds to them82. The Parish Priest and the presbyterate,
who together foster a common life and priestly fraternity,
celebrate the sacramental life for and with the community, and
are called to organise the Parish in such a way as to be an
effective sign of communion83.

63. Regarding the presence and mission of priests in the Parish
community, the common life deserves special mention84; it is
recommended by can. 280, even if this is not an obligation for
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the secular clergy. In this respect, it is worth recalling the
fundamental value of the spirit of communion, prayer and
common pastoral activity on the part of clerics85, with a view to
an effective witness of sacramental brotherhood86 and a more
effective evangelising action.

64. When the presbyterate experiences community life, priestly
identity is strengthened, material concerns diminish, and the
temptation of individualism gives way to profoundly personal
relationships. Common prayer, shared reflection and study,
which must never be lacking in priestly life, can be of great
support in the formation of an incarnate priestly spirituality in
daily living.

In any case, it will be fitting that, according to his discernment
and as far as possible, the Bishop take into account the human
and spiritual affinity between priests to whom he intends to
entrust a Parish or a grouping of Parishes, inviting them to a
generous availability for their new pastoral mission in a common
brotherhood87.

65. In some cases, especially where the tradition or the custom of
a presbytery is lacking, or when for some reason such a dwelling
is unavailable, it may happen that a priest returns to live with
his family of origin, that first place of human formation and
vocational discovery88.

On the one hand, this arrangement can have a positive effect
on the priest’s daily life, in that he is assured of a serene and
stable home environment, especially when his parents are still
living. On the other hand, the priest must ensure that he does
not become dependent on these familial relationships, which
could negatively affect his availability for full-time mission, his
relationship with the presbyteral family and the community of
the lay faithful.

VIII. a. Parish Priest

66. The office of Parish Priest, sometimes referred to as Pastor,
involves the full care of souls89. In order, therefore, for a member
of the faithful to be validly appointed Parish Priest (parochus),
he must have received the Order of Presbyter90, thus excluding
the possibility of conferring this office on one who lacks this
Order and its related functions, even where priests are scarce.
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Precisely because of the relationship of familiarity and closeness
that is required between a pastor and the community, the office
of Parish Priest cannot be entrusted to a juridic person91. Apart
from what is envisioned by can. 517, §§1-2, the particular office
of Parish Priest may not be entrusted to a group composed of
clerics and lay people. Consequently, appellations such as “team
leader”, “équipe leader”, or the like, which convey a sense of
collegial government of the Parish, are to be avoided.

67. As a consequence of his being the “pastor of the Parish entrusted
to him”92, the Parish Priest is ipso iure the legal representative of
the Parish93. He is the administrator responsible for the parish
goods, which are “ecclesiastical goods”, therefore subject to the
relevant canonical norms94.

68 As the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council affirmed, “Pastors
should enjoy in their respective parishes that stability of office
which the good of souls demands”95. As a general principle,
the Parish Priest ought to be “appointed for an indeterminate
period of time”96.

The diocesan Bishop, however, can appoint Parish Priests for a
determined period, if this has been established by decree of the
Episcopal Conference. Because of the need for the Parish Priest
to be able to establish an effective bond with the community
entrusted to him, it is fitting that Episcopal Conferences not
establish too short a period, preferably no less than 5 years for
a fixed-term appointment.

69 In any case, Parish Priests, even if appointed indefinitely, or
before the expiry of his fixed term, must be available for a
possible transfer to another Parish or office, if “the good of
souls or the necessity or advantage of the Church demands”97.
It should be recalled that the Parish Priest is at the service of
the Parish, and not the other way around.

70 Ordinarily, it is good that the Parish Priest, where possible, have
the pastoral care of only one Parish, “however, because of a
shortage of priests or other circumstances, the care of a number
of neighbouring Parishes can be entrusted to a single Parish
Priest”98. For example, “other circumstances” may include the
small size of the territory or population, as well as proximity to
neighbouring Parishes. The diocesan Bishop should carefully
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evaluate whether the Parish Priest who is entrusted with the
care of several Parishes can fully and truly exercise the office
of Parish Priest for each and for all of them99.

71 Once appointed, the Parish Priest remains in the full exercise
of the functions entrusted to him, with all the rights and
responsibilities thereof, until he has legitimately ceased his
pastoral office100. For his removal, or transfer, before the expiry
of his mandate, the relevant canonical procedures must be
observed, which serve the Church as a discernment of what is
appropriate in specific cases101.

72 When the good of the faithful requires it, even if there are no
other causes for cessation, the Parish Priest who has reached
75 years of age, should accept the invitation from the diocesan
Bishop to resign from the Parish102. The presentation of the
renunciation, upon having reached 75 years of age103, is to be
considered a moral duty, if not canonical, although it does not
mean the Parish Priest ceases from his office automatically.
The cessation of office occurs only when the diocesan Bishop
has informed the said Parish Priest, in writing, of the acceptance
of his resignation104. For his part, the Bishop should kindly
consider the resignation presented by a Parish Priest, if for no
other reason than he has reached 75 years of age.

73 In order then, to avoid a conception of ministry that is purely
functional, the diocesan Bishop, prior to accepting the
renunciation, will prudently weigh up all the circumstances of
person and place, like those of health or disciplinary reasons,
the shortage of priests, the good of the Parish community and
other such elements, subsequently accepting the resignation
for a just and proportionate cause105.

74. If the personal condition of the priest permits and if it is pastorally
feasible, the Bishop could consider the possibility of leaving
him in the office of Parish Priest, perhaps with some assistance
that would eventually pave the way for his succession.
Furthermore, “depending on the circumstances, the Bishop may
entrust a smaller and less demanding parish to a pastor who
has resigned”106, or in any case assign him another pastoral
task appropriate to his circumstances, helping him, if need be,
to understand that in no way should he feel “demoted” or
“punished” for a transfer of this kind.

(to be continued... next news letter)
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Sr. Vijaya Anne Padi Nee Sarojini Padi aged 68 was born on 1st July
1952 in a Hindu family to late Mr. Appanna Padi and Mrs. Sundaramma
Padi at Anguru, Srikakulam Dist. in Andhra Pradesh. She was the eldest
of the three children, and was baptized on the 1st of June 1963. She
did her schooling in St. Theresa’s High School, S. Kota and St. Joseph’s
High School, Parvathipuram. She completed her Intermediate in
Women’s College, Kakinada.

The story of her Vocation: As Sr. Vijaya Anne was doing her 2nd year
of Intermediate at Kakinada, she expressed her great desire to join the
convent to Sr. Marie Louis and Sr. Austine. She was inspired by the
generous service and exemplary life of the sisters at Kakinada, and
this made her to fulfill her vision to be a religious in this Congregation.

She entered the novitiate on 21st January 1979 and made her first
profession on 1st of January 1982 at Waltair. Soon after her first
profession, she was sent to Maryland Community, where she rendered
her general services for Five years. She was sent then to Kakinada for a
year and in 1986 she was transferred to Waltair Community until 1989.

Sr. Vijaya Anne made her Final Commitment on 1st January 1987. In
1989, she was sent to Eluru Community, and was back to Waltair in
1991 and was engaged in the general services up to 1993. At this time
she attended a seminar in Evangelization and a course in Herbal Health
care. In 1994 she was appointed, Superior of Salur Community until
the year 2000.  Sr. Vijaya Anne did her work with great love for Jesus.
She was kind, polite, and compassionate.

In the year 2000, she was sent to Manila, (Philippines), to attend a
training programme in Evangelization along with Rt. Rev. Bishop Paul

Adieu to our beloved
Sr. Vijaya Anne Padi

01-07-1952  to  19-11-2020
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Maipan, the Bishop of Khammam Diocese, and she worked in the field
of Direct Evangelization with more zeal.

From 2001 she was fully involved in the Diocesan Catechetical Work
with full of zeal and great enthusiasm for 10 years. Her main work was
to prepare children and adults for Baptism, Confirmation and
Rectification of marriage. Many young sisters who accompanied her to
the Catechetical work were inspired by her simplicity and unassuming
nature. She never felt tired of giving God’s love to others. She catechized
in number of villages of Visakhapatnam and Srikakulam Diocese while
staying at Waltair, Srikakulam, Palakonda and Parvathipuram
Communities. She was ever obliging to listen to the problems of the
people and was very attentive to the priests who needed her services
in the Catechetical work. She was a great missionary with a tender
heart to the poor and the marginalized. This was very visible in her
general services in the communities and also in her Catechetical work.

In 2010, Sister was sent to Srikakulam community. In 2014 she was
transferred to Boddepalli Community where she was engaged in looking
after the students in the hostel. Her interest in the herbal medicine was
remarkable and was helpful in remedying some ailments, with which
she treated and cared for the sisters, hostellers as well as the villagers.
In 2015, she was transferred to St. Joseph’s Home where she continued
her missionary work by visiting the inmates and patients in St. Joseph’s
hospital.

Whatever be the daily situation or schedule, Sr. Vijaya Anne was faithful
to her time of personal and community prayer.  Sisters and people had a
lot of good things to say about her wherever she had been. “Her
faithfulness to little things was very remarkable.  She was an outstanding
model for devotion to St. Joseph and in practising the special virtue of
Obedience.

Sister had started her annual retreat on 8th November but due to her ill
health she was admitted in St. Joseph’s Hospital Maryland. From 14th
November onwards Sister was not feeling too well and her health was
deteriorating.  On 19th November Thursday morning at 10.45 am, quietly
and serenely she went to Jesus the King of heaven for her eternal
reward, for whom she dedicated her life in the service of humanity.
May Christ the King grant her eternal rest and beatific vision.

May the soul of Sr. Vijaya Anne rest in peace.

Sisters of St. Joseph of Annecy
Visakhapatnam Province
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WORLD DAY OF THE POOR

HOLY MASS

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS
POPE FRANCIS

Vatican Basilica
33th Sunday of Ordinary Time,

15 November 2020

The parable we have just listened to has a beginning, a middle and
an end, which shed light on the beginning, the middle and the end
of our lives.

The beginning. Everything begins with a great good. The master
does not keep his wealth to himself, but gives it to his servants;
five talents to one, two to another, one to a third, “to each according
to his ability” (Mt 25:15). It has been calculated that a single talent
was equivalent to the income of some twenty years’ work: it was of
enormous value, and would be sufficient for a lifetime. This is the
beginning. For us too, everything began with the grace of God –
everything always begins with grace, not with our own efforts –
with the grace of God, who is a Father and has given us so many
good things, entrusting different talents to each of us. We possess
a great wealth that depends not on what we possess but on what
we are: the life we have received, the good within us, the indelible
beauty God has given us by making us in his image… All these
things make each of us precious in his eyes, each one of us is
priceless and unique in history! This is how God looks at us, how
God feels towards us.

We need to remember this. All too often, when we look at our lives,
we see only the things we lack, and we complain about what we
lack. We then yield to the temptation to say: “If only…!” If only I had
that job, if only I had that home, if only I had money and success, if
only I didn’t have this or that problem, if only I had better people
around me…! But those illusory words – if only! – prevent us from
seeing the good all around us. They make us forget the talents we
possess. You may not have that, but you do have this, and the “if
only” makes us forget this. Yet God gave those talents to us because
he knows each of us and he knows our abilities. He trusts us, despite
our weaknesses. God even trusts the servant who will hide his
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talent, hoping that despite his fears, he too will put to good use
what he received. In a word, the Lord asks us to make the most of
the present moment, not yearning for the past, but waiting
industriously for his return. How ugly is that nostalgia, which is like
a black mood poisoning our soul and making us always look
backwards, always at others, but never at our own hands or at the
opportunities for work that the Lord has given us, never at our own
situation… not even at our own poverty.

This brings us to the centre of the parable: the work of the servants,
which is service. Service is our work too; it makes our talents bear
fruit and it gives meaning to our lives. Those who do not live to
serve, serve for little in this life. We must repeat this, and repeat it
often: those who do not live to serve, serve for little in this life. We
should reflect on this: those who do not live to serve, serve for little
in this life. But what kind of service are we speaking of? In the
Gospel, good servants are those who take risks. They are not fearful
and overcautious, they do not cling to what they possess, but put it
to good use. For if goodness is not invested, it is lost, and the
grandeur of our lives is not measured by how much we save but by
the fruit we bear. How many people spend their lives simply
accumulating possessions, concerned only about the good life and
not the good they can do. Yet how empty is a life centred on our
needs and blind to the needs of others! The reason we have gifts
is so that we can be gifts for others. And here, brothers and sisters,
we should ask ourselves the question: do I only follow my own
needs, or am I able to look to the needs of others, to whoever is in
need? Are my hands open, or are they closed?

It is significant that fully four times those servants who invested
their talents, who took a risk, are called “faithful” (vv. 21, 23). For
the Gospel, faithfulness is never risk-free. “But, father, does being
a Christian mean taking risks?” – “Yes, dearly beloved, take a risk.
If you do not take risks, you will end up like the third [servant]:
burying your abilities, your spiritual and material riches, everything”.
Taking risks: there is no faithfulness without risk. Fidelity to God
means handing over our life, letting our carefully laid plans be
disrupted by our need to serve. “But I have my plans, and if I have
to serve…”. Let your plans be upset, go and serve. It is sad when
Christians play a defensive game, content only to observe rules
and obey commandments. Those “moderate” Christians who never
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go beyond boundaries, never, because they are afraid of risk. And
those, allow me this image, those who take care of themselves to
avoid risk begin in their lives a process of mummification of their
souls, and they end up as mummies. Following rules is not enough;
fidelity to Jesus is not just about not making mistakes, this is quite
wrong. That is what the lazy servant in the parable thought: for lack
of initiative and creativity, he yielded to needless fear and buried
the talent he had received. The master actually calls him “wicked”
(v. 26). And yet he did nothing wrong! But he did nothing good
either. He preferred to sin by omission rather than to risk making a
mistake. He was not faithful to God, who spends freely, and he
made his offence even worse by returning the gift he had received.
“You gave me this, and I give it to you”, nothing more. The Lord, for
his part, asks us to be generous, to conquer fear with the courage
of love, to overcome the passivity that becomes complicity. Today,
in these times of uncertainty, in these times of instability, let us not
waste our lives thinking only of ourselves, indifferent to others, or
deluding ourselves into thinking: “peace and security!” (1 Thess 5:3).
Saint Paul invites us to look reality in the face and to avoid the
infection of indifference.

How then do we serve, as God would have us serve? The master
tells the faithless servant: “You ought to have invested my money
with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what
was my own with interest” (v. 27). Who are the “bankers” who can
provide us with long-term interest? They are the poor. Do not forget:
the poor are at the heart of the Gospel; we cannot understand the
Gospel without the poor. The poor are like Jesus himself, who,
though rich, emptied himself, made himself poor, even taking sin
upon himself: the worst kind of poverty. The poor guarantee us an
eternal income. Even now they help us become rich in love. For
the worst kind of poverty needing to be combatted is our poverty of
love. The worst kind of poverty needing to be combatted is our
poverty of love. The Book of Proverbs praises the woman who is
rich in love, whose value is greater than that of pearls. We are told
to imitate that woman who “opens her hand to the poor” (Prov 31:20):
that is the great richness of this woman. Hold out your hand to the
poor, instead of demanding what you lack. In this way, you will
multiply the talents you have received.



31

The season of Christmas is approaching, the holiday season. How
often do we hear people ask: “What can I buy? What more can I

have? I must go shopping”. Let us use different words: “What can
I give to others?”, in order to be like Jesus, who gave of himself
and was born in the manger”.

We now come to the end of the parable. Some will be wealthy,
while others, who had plenty and wasted their lives, will be poor
(cf. v. 29). At the end of our lives, then, the truth will be revealed.
The pretence of this world will fade, with its notion that success,
power and money give life meaning, whereas love – the love we
have given – will be revealed as true riches. Those things will fall,
yet love will emerge. A great Father of the Church wrote: “As for
this life, when death comes and the theatre is deserted, when all
remove their masks of wealth or of poverty and depart hence, judged
only by their works, they will be seen for what they are: some truly
rich, others poor” (SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, Homilies on the
Poor Man Lazarus, II, 3). If we do not want to live life poorly, let us
ask for the grace to see Jesus in the poor, to serve Jesus in the poor.

I would like to thank all those faithful servants of God who quietly
live in this way, serving others. I think, for example, of Father Roberto
Malgesini. This priest was not interested in theories; he simply saw
Jesus in the poor and found meaning in life in serving them. He
dried their tears with his gentleness, in the name of God who
consoles. The beginning of his day was prayer, to receive God’s
gifts; the centre of his day was charity, to make the love he had
received bear fruit; the end was his clear witness to the Gospel.
This man realized that he had to stretch out his hand to all those
poor people he met daily, for he saw Jesus in each of them. Brothers
and sisters, let us ask for the grace to be Christians not in word, but
in deed. To bear fruit, as Jesus desires. May this truly be so.
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE

Wednesday, 30 September 2020

Catechesis “Healing the world”:
9. Preparing the future together with Jesus who saves and heals
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

In recent weeks we have reflected together, in the light of the Gospel,
on how to heal the world that is suffering from a malaise that has
been highlighted and accentuated by the pandemic. The malaise
was already there: the pandemic highlighted it more, it accentuated
it. We have walked the paths of dignity, solidarity and subsidiarity,
paths that are essential to promote human dignity and the common
good. And as disciples of Jesus, we have proposed to follow in his
steps, opting for the poor, rethinking the use of material goods and
taking care of our common home. In the midst of the pandemic that
afflicts us, we anchored ourselves to the principles of the social
doctrine of the Church, allowing ourselves to be guided by faith, by
hope and by charity. Here we found solid help so as to be
transformers who dream big, who are not stopped by the meanness
that divides and hurts, but who encourage the generation of a new
and better world.

I would like this journey not to end with my catecheses, but rather
that we may be able to continue to walk together, to “keep our eyes
fixed on Jesus” (cf. Heb 12:2), as we heard at the beginning; our
eyes fixed on Jesus, who saves and heals the world. As the Gospel
shows us, Jesus healed the sick of every type (cf. Mt 9:35), he gave
sight to the blind, the word to the mute, hearing to the deaf. And
when he cured diseases and physical infirmity, he also healed the
spirit by forgiving sins, because Jesus always forgives, as well as
“social suffering” by including the marginalized (cf. Catechism of
the Catholic Church, 1421). Jesus, who renews and reconciles every
creature (cf. 2 Cor 5:17; Col 1:19-20), gives us the gifts necessary
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to love and heal as he knew how to do (cf. Lk 10:1-9; Jn 15: 9-17), to
take care of all without distinction on the basis of race, language or
nation.

In order for this to really happen, we need to contemplate and
appreciate the beauty of every human being and every creature.
We were conceived in the heart of God (cf. Eph 1:3-5). “Each of us
is the result of a thought of God. Each of us is willed, each of us is
loved, each of us is necessary” (Benedict XVI, Homily for the
beginning of the Petrine ministry, 24 April 2005; Encyclical Laudato
Si’, 65). Furthermore, every creature has something to say to us
about God the creator (cf. Encyclical Laudato si’, 69, 239).
Acknowledging this truth and giving thanks for the intimate bonds
in our universal communion with all people and all creatures
activates “generous care, full of tenderness” (ibid., 220). And it also
helps us to recognize Christ present in our poor and suffering
brothers and sisters, to encounter them and to listen to their cry
and the cry of the earth that echoes it (cf. ibid., 49).

Inwardly mobilized by these cries that demand of us another course
(cf. ibid., 53), that demand change, we will be able to contribute to
the restoration of relations with our gifts and capacities (cf. ibid.,
19). We will be able to regenerate society and not return to so-
called “normality”, which is an ailing normality, indeed which was
ailing before the pandemic: the pandemic highlighted it! “Now we
return to normality”: no, this will not do, because this normality was
sick with injustice, inequality and environmental degradation. The
normality to which we are called is that of the Kingdom of God,
where “the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up and the
poor have good news preached to them” (Mt 11:5). And nobody
plays dumb by looking the other way. This is what we have to do in
order to change. In the normality of the Kingdom of God, there is
bread for all and more to spare, social organization is based on
contributing, sharing and distributing, not on possessing, excluding
and accumulating (cf. Mt 14:13-21).

The gesture that enables progress in a society, a family, a
neighbourhood, or a city, everyone, is to give oneself, to give, which
is not giving alms, but is a giving of self that comes from the heart.
A gesture that distances us from selfishness and the anxiety of
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possessing. But the Christian way of doing this is not a mechanical
way: it is a human way. We will never be able to emerge from the
crisis that was highlighted by the pandemic, mechanically, with new
tools — which are very important, they allow us to move forward,
and we must not be afraid of them — but knowing that even the
most sophisticated means, capable of doing many things, are
incapable of one thing: tenderness. And tenderness is the very sign
of Jesus’ presence. Approaching others in order to walk [together],
to heal, to help, to sacrifice oneself for others.

Thus, that normality of the Kingdom of God is important: that bread
may reach everyone, that social organization be based on
contributing, sharing and distributing, with tenderness; not on
possessing, excluding and accumulating. Because at the end of
life, we will not take anything with us into the other life!

A small virus continues to cause deep wounds and to expose our
physical, social and spiritual vulnerabilities. It has laid bare the great
inequality that reigns in the world: inequality of opportunity, of goods,
of access to health care, of technology, education: millions of
children cannot go to school, and so the list goes on. These injustices
are neither natural nor inevitable. They are the work of man, they
come from a model of growth detached from the deepest values.
The waste of leftover food: with that waste one can feed everyone.
And this has made many people lose hope and has increased
uncertainty and anguish. This is why, to emerge from the pandemic,
we must find the cure not only for the coronavirus — which is
important! — but also for the great human and socio-economic
viruses. They must not be concealed by whitewashing them so that
they cannot be seen. And certainly we cannot expect the economic
model that underlies unfair and unsustainable development to solve
our problems. It has not and will not do so, because it cannot do so,
even though some false prophets continue to promise the “trickle-
down effect” that never comes (“Trickle-down effect” in English,
“derrame” in Spanish (cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium,
54). You yourselves have heard the theory of the glass: the important
thing is that the glass become full and then overflow to the poor and
to others, and they receive wealth. But there is a phenomenon: the
glass begins to fill up and when it is almost full it grows, it grows and
grows, and the trickling down never happens. We must be careful.
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We need to set to work urgently to generate good policies, to design
systems of social organization that reward participation, care and
generosity, rather than indifference, exploitation and particular
interests. We must go ahead with tenderness. A fair and equitable
society is a healthier society. A participatory society — where the
“last” are taken into account just like the “first” — strengthens
communion. A society where diversity is respected is much more
resistant to any kind of virus.

Let us place this healing journey under the protection of the Virgin
Mary, Our Lady of Health. May she, who carried Jesus in her womb,
help us to be trustful. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we can work
together for the Kingdom of God that Christ inaugurated in this
world by coming among us. It is a Kingdom of light in the midst of
darkness, of justice in the midst of so many outrages, of joy in the
midst of so much pain, of healing and of salvation in the midst of
sickness and death, of tenderness in the midst of hatred. May God
grant us to “viralize” love and to “globalize” hope in the light of faith.

Wednesday, 7 October 2020

Catechesis “Healing the world”: 9. Elijah’s prayer

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

Today, we resume our catechesis on prayer, which we interrupted
for the catechesis on the care of creation, and will now resume; and
we meet one of the most compelling characters in all of Sacred
Scripture: the prophet Elijah. He goes beyond the confines of his time,
and we can also see his presence in some of the episodes in the Gospels.
He appeared at Jesus’ side, along with Moses, at the moment of the
Transfiguration (cf. Mt 17:3). Jesus himself refers to him to give credit
to the testimony of John the Baptist (cf. Mt 17:10-13).

In the Bible, Elijah appears suddenly, in a mysterious way, coming
from a small village that is completely marginal (cf. 1 Kings 17:1);
and in the end he leaves the scene, under the eyes of the disciple
Elisha, on a chariot of fire that takes him to heaven (cf. 2 Kings 2:11-
12). He is therefore a man without a precise origin, and above all
without an end, carried off into heaven. For this reason his return
was expected before the coming of the Messiah, as a precursor.
Elijah’s return was thus awaited.
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Scripture presents Elijah as a man of crystalline faith: his very name,
which may mean “Yahweh is God”, encloses the secret of his
mission. He will be like this for the rest of his life: a man of integrity,
incapable of petty compromises. His symbol is fire, the image of
God’s purifying power. He will be the first to be put to the test, and
he will remain faithful. It is the example of all people of faith who
know temptation and suffering, but do not fail to live up to the ideal
for which they were born.

Prayer is the lifeblood that constantly nourishes his existence. This
is why he is one of those most dear to the monastic tradition, so
much so that some have elected him as the spiritual father of a life
consecrated to God. Elijah is the man of God, who stands as a
defender of the primacy of the Most High. And yet, he too is forced
to come to terms with his own frailties. It is difficult to say which
experiences were most useful to him: the defeat of the false prophets
on Mount Carmel (cf. 1 Kings 18:20-40), or the bewilderment in
which he finds that he is “no better than his ancestors” (cf.
1 Kings 19:4). In the soul of those who pray, the sense of their own
weakness is more precious than moments of exaltation, when it
seems that life is a series of victories and successes. This always
happens in prayer: moments of prayer that we feel lift us up, even
of enthusiasm, and moments of prayer of pain, aridity, trial. This is
what prayer is: letting ourselves be carried by God, and also allowing
ourselves to be struck by unpleasant situations and even
temptations. This is a reality found in many other biblical vocations,
even in the New Testament; think, for example, of Saint Peter and
Saint Paul. Their lives were like this too: moments of exultation
and moments of low spirits, of suffering.

Elijah is the man of contemplative life and, at the same time, of
active life, preoccupied with the events of his time, capable of
clashing with the king and queen after they had Nabot killed to take
possession of his vineyard (cf. 1 Kings 21:1-24). How much we
need believers, zealous Christians who take action when facing
those with managerial responsibility, with the courage of Elijah, to
say: “This must not be done! This is murder!”. We need Elijah’s
spirit. He shows us that there should be no dichotomy in the life of
those who pray: one stands before the Lord and goes towards the
brothers and sisters to whom He sends us. Prayer is not about
locking oneself up with the Lord to put “make-up” on one’s soul:
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no, this is not prayer, this is false prayer. Prayer is a confrontation
with God, and allowing oneself to be sent to serve one’s brothers
and sisters. The touchstone of prayer is concrete love towards our
neighbour. And vice versa: believers act in the world after having
first kept silent and prayed; otherwise, their action is impulsive, it
is devoid of discernment, it is rushing without a destination.
Believers behave this way, they do many injustices because they
did not go to pray to the Lord first, to discern what they must do.

The pages of the Bible suggest that Elijah’s faith also made
progress: he too grew in prayer, he refined it little by little. God’s
face came into focus for him as he walked. He reached his peak in
that extraordinary experience, when God manifested himself to
Elijah on the mount (cf. 1 Kings 19:9-13). He manifested himself
not in the fierce storm, not in the earthquake or the devouring fire,
but in “a still small voice” (v. 12). Or better, a translation that reflects
that experience well: in a thread of resounding silence. This is how
God manifests himself to Elijah. It is with this humble sign that
God communicates with Elijah, who at that moment was a fugitive
prophet who had lost peace. God comes forward to meet a tired
man, a man who thought he had failed on all fronts, and with that
gentle breeze, with that thread of resounding silence, He brings
calm and peace back into his heart.

This is the story of Elijah, but it seems written for all of us. Some
evenings we may feel useless and alone. It is then that prayer will
come and knock on the door of our hearts. We can all gather a
corner of Elijah’s cloak, just as his disciple Elisha collected half his
cloak. And even if we have done something wrong, or if we feel
threatened and frightened, when we return before God with prayer,
serenity and peace will return as if by miracle. This is what the
example of Elijah teaches us.

Wednesday, 14 October 2020

Catechesis: 10. The prayer of the Psalms. 1

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good Morning,

As we read the Bible, we continually come across prayers of various
types. But we also find a book made up solely of prayers, a book
that has become the native land, gymnasium and home of countless
men and women of prayer. It is the Book of Psalms. There are 150
Psalms to pray.
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The Catechism affirms that every Psalm “possesses such direct
simplicity that it can be prayed in truth by men of all times and
conditions” (ccc, 2588). As we read and reread the Psalms, we
learn the language of prayer. God the Father, indeed, with his Spirit,
inspired them in the heart of King David and others who prayed, in
order to teach every man and woman how to praise him, how to
thank him and supplicate him; how to invoke him in joy and in
suffering, and how to recount the wonders of his works and of his
Law. In short, the Psalms are the Word of God that we human
beings use to speak with him.

In this book we do not encounter ethereal people, abstract people,
those who confuse prayer with an aesthetic or alienating
experience. The Psalms are not texts created on paper; they are
invocations, often dramatic, that spring from lived existence. To
pray them it is enough for us to be what we are. We must not
forget that to pray well we must pray as we are, without
embellishment. One must not embellish the soul to pray. “Lord, I
am like this”, and go in front of the Lord as we are, with the good
things and also with the bad things that no one knows about, but
that we inwardly know. In the Psalms we hear the voices of men
and women of prayer in flesh and blood, whose life, like that of us
all, is fraught with problems, hardships and uncertainties. The
Psalmist does not radically contest this suffering: he knows that it
is part of living. In the Psalms, however, suffering is transformed
into a question. From suffering to questioning.

And among the many questions, there is one that remains
suspended, like an incessant cry that runs throughout the entire
book from beginning to end. A question that we repeat many times:
“Until when, Lord? Until when?” Every suffering calls for liberation,
every tear calls for consolation, every wound awaits healing, every
slander a sentence of absolution. “Until when, Lord, will I have to
suffer this? Listen to me, Lord!” How many times we have prayed
like this, with “Until when?”, enough now, Lord!

By constantly asking such questions, the Psalms teach us not to
get used to pain, and remind us that life is not saved unless it is
healed. The existence of each human being is but a breath, his or
her story is fleeting, but the prayerful know that they are precious
in the eyes of God, and so it makes sense to cry out. And this is
important. When we pray, we do so because we know we are
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precious in God’s eyes. It is the grace of the Holy Spirit that, from
within, inspires in us this awareness: of being precious in the eyes
of God. And this is why we are moved to pray.

The prayer of the Psalms is the testimony of this cry: a multiple cry,
because in life suffering takes a thousand forms, and takes the
name of sickness, hatred, war, persecution, distrust... Until the
supreme “scandal”, that of death. Death appears in the Psalter as
man’s most unreasonable enemy: what crime deserves such cruel
punishment, which involves annihilation and the end? The prayer
of the Psalms asks God to intervene where all human efforts are in
vain. That is why prayer, in and of itself, is the way of salvation and
the beginning of salvation.

Everyone suffers in this world: whether they believe in God or reject
Him. But in the Psalter, pain becomes a relationship, rapport: a cry
for help waiting to intercept a listening ear. It cannot remain
meaningless, without purpose. Even the pains we suffer cannot be
merely specific cases of a universal law: they are always “my” tears,.
Think about this: tears are not universal, they are “my” tears. Everyone
has their own. “My” tears and “my” pain drive me to go ahead in
prayer. They are “my” tears, that no one has ever shed before me.
Yes, many have wept, many. But “my” tears are mine, “My” pain is
my own, “my” suffering is my own.

Before entering the Hall, I met the parents of that priest of the
diocese of Como who was killed: he was killed precisely in his
service of helping. The tears of those parents are “their” own tears,
and each of them knows how much he or she has suffered in seeing
this son who gave his life in service to the poor. When we want to
console somebody, we cannot find the words. Why? Because we
cannot arrive at his or her pain, because “their” suffering is “their”
own, his tears are his own. The same is true of us: the tears, “my”
suffering is mine, the tears are “mine” , the tears are mine, and with
these tears, with this suffering I turn to the Lord.

All human suffering is sacred to God. So prays the prayer of Psalm
56: “Thou hast kept count of my tossings; put thou my tears in thy
bottle! Are they not in thy book?” (v. 8). Before God we are not strangers,
or numbers. We are faces and hearts, known one by one, by name.

In the Psalms, the believer finds an answer. He knows that even if
all human doors were barred, God’s door is open. Even if the whole
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world had issued a verdict of condemnation, there is salvation in
God.

“The Lord listens”: sometimes in prayer it is enough to know this.
Problems are not always solved. Those who pray are not deluded:
they know that many questions of life down here remain unresolved,
with no way out; suffering will accompany us and, after one battle,
others will await us. But if we are listened to, everything becomes
more bearable.

I will tell you something: it is good for me, in difficult moments, to
think of Jesus weeping; when He wept looking at Jerusalem, when
He wept before Lazarus’ tomb. God has wept for me, God weeps,
He weeps over our suffering. Because God wanted to make Himself
man - a spiritual writer used to say - in order to be able to weep. To
think that Jesus weeps with me in suffering is a consolation: it helps
us to keep going. If we maintain our relationship with Him, life does
not spare us suffering, but it open up to a great horizon of goodness
and set out towards its fulfillment. Take courage, persevere in prayer.
Jesus is always by our side.
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“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

03-01-1901 Fr. Francois Avrillon msfs, 72 years, died at Berhampur
03-01-1901 Fr. John Baptist Adophe Souchon msfs, 57 years, died at Kamptee
05-01-2004 Bro. Isaac Enamattam msfs, 70 years, died in Visakhapatnam
06-01-1973 Fr. John Lawrence msfs, 77 years, died at Visakhapatnam
16-01-2019 Fr. Chacko Arayathinal, 90 years, died at Visakhapatnam
17-01-1995  Fr. Cherian Karukaparambil, 67 years, died at Visakhapatnam
23-01-1991 Fr. Mathew Karianatt, 50 years, died at Paikaraopeta, Vizag
25-01-2008 Bro. Anthony Nedungatt, 80 years, died at Ettumanoor, Kerala.
26-01-1993 Bro. Francis Thekkemyladiyil msfs, 82 years, died at Visakhapatnam
26-01-2017 Fr. George Nellikunnel Msfs, 97 years, died at Vizag
26-01-2017 Zacharias Mannukuzhumpil Msfs, 93 years, died at Vizag
27-01-2001 Bro. Joseph Puthur msfs, 94 years, died at Visakhapatnam
27-01-2002 Bro. Madanu Joji msfs, 76 years, died at Visakhapatnam
29-01-2017 Fr. Velamparambil Ephrem, 79 years, died at Visakhapatnam
30-01-1977 Fr. Sebastian Poondikulam, 79 years, died at Visakhapatnam
31-01-1957 Fr. August Gangloff msfs, 86 years, died at Kakinada
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