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The Pastor Speaks …..
Special Days in November: Proclamation of
our Faith, Hope and Love!

With the celebration of the Solemnity of Christ the
King of the Universe in this month of November
the present liturgical year ends. We have
journeyed through the year reflecting, renewing,
and thereby striving to remain united with Christ as our Lord and
Savior! The desire to be in union with Christ is springing forth from
the gift of faith which makes us see and understand the Mystery of
Salvation in Christ. This faith enables us to contemplate and pray
while journeying through different seasons in the liturgical year and
thus striving to persevere and deepen our communion with Christ.
Sacramental life, especially the Holy Eucharist, the source and
summit of Christian life, nourishes and sustains to live in union with
Christ. It is good to pause a while to examine and see how our life of
union with Christ is and how evidently this is bearing fruit and
manifesting itself. The month of November starts with the feast of All
Saints and All Souls’ Day telling us about where our union with Christ
will ultimately lead us, namely, everlasting life with God. These special
days and the solemnity of Christ the King are proclamations of our
faith and hope and love! They provide a fresh opportunity to renew
our faith, hope and love!

1.  All Saints Day, "Who are these dressed in white robes..."
(Rev. 7: 13).: We know that the book of Revelation gives a beautiful
vision of heaven, the throne of God and of the Lamb and a great
multitude of people coming from all the nations of the world, singing
the praises of God and of the Lamb. The one who is seeing this sight
is asking about who they are and where they come from. And the
response is, “These are they who have come out of the great
tribulation, they have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God
to serve him night and day within the temple and he who sits on the
throne will shelter them with his presence...” (Rev: 7: 13-15). The
feast of all Saints reminds us that this is what each of those who
believe, love and serve the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ should hope
for. With this hope every believer in Christ lives one’s life while living
in this world. This faith and hope will not be in vain. That is why
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everyone who believes in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, and is
baptized, is promised eternal life. This is the proclamation that the
Apostles were asked to take to the entire world. All this is brought to
our notice in this month of November! The promise is there and it is
a promise we can rely upon. The only and most essential condition
is that “we should wash ourselves clean in the blood of the Lamb!”
We know that how our bodies and souls are maligned by sin in its
varied forms and types. The beautiful white-like soul sanctified at
Baptism gets soaked in the dirty waters of sin and there is the need
for constant cleansing in the “blood of the Lamb!” We know from
the biographical accounts of the Saints down the centuries that they
all experienced trials and tribulations, violence and persecution and
yet persevered in their faith, hope and love in Christ. Living for Christ
and in union with Christ enabled them to persevere in spite of the
difficulties and problems that came on their way, “they came out of
great tribulation” to be there before the “throne of God and of the Lamb.”
Commemoration of all the Saints and the prayers we offer is an
occasion to review our lives and know the truth of our life, how clean
and cleansed do we stand before the Lord!

2. All Souls Day and the Paschal Mystery of Death and
Resurrection of Christ : Paschal mystery is the foundation of our
faith and hope. Our life is lived not just by instinct and impulse
prompted by physical state. We live with certain definite rationale,
understanding about our birth, life journey, immediate goals to pursue
in life , setting priorities, imminent death, and about the ultimate goal
of life. For us who believe in Christ all these essential aspects of our
life on earth are to be understood in this faith and thus strive to live
our day to day life with that understand coming from our faith. Only
when we go into some specific aspects of our life, perhaps, it will be
evident about how should be the relationship between our faith and
our life. Christ died for us out of love and his death is for our salvation.
We believe this and give thanks to Him for this self sacrificing and
redeeming death of Our Lord. But, we cannot stop with this
thanksgiving but should also have self-giving and self-sacrificing love
for him which is to be manifested in concrete ways. True to his words
who said, “Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends,” Our Lord laid down his life for us. He teaches
us that we should also be prepared to lay down our life out of love for
him! This does not mean physical death in martyrdom alone but in
dying to oneself for his sake and for the sake of his commandments,
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for the sake of the values he teaches: love, truth, justice, peace,
brotherhood, etc that he proclaimed in the Good news of the kingdom
of God! Of course, readiness to lay down one’s life means also to
avoid sin in all its forms for the sake of living a holy life! Holiness is
founded on knowing the will of God in and through God’s
commandments and His teachings, and doing accordingly. To give
up and to renounce whatever is against and contrary to His will is
preparedness to die, to lay down one’s life! This has to become our
pattern of life and we are assured of eternal life. The paschal mystery
has to be lived and witnessed in our life. This is why we pray for the
deceased members in our family and in our Christian community,
they believed and they tried to live with faith and hope in the Lord
who leads to eternal life: “we die and rise with Him.” As we believe
and pray for the deceased, we need to pray that we may live with this
consciousness about the meaning of life here and life after death
derived from the paschal mystery, He died and rose from the dead!

3. Solemnity of Christ the King: Accepting the Kingship of Christ
and living our life while we are on earth is the message we are
proclaiming. But, it is necessary to renew our understanding of Christ’s
kingship and kingdom. On many occasions when the Jews wanted
to make him king Our Lord just disappeared from the scene. We
know the reason, namely, his Kingship and Kingdom are differently
understood by the people. Our Lord speaks of the Kingdom of God,
the reign of God, inviting people to be with God and under His rule. It
is not by defeating the Roman rulers but by defeating and overcoming
the power of Satan and sin, by listening to God’s Word and obeying
it. That is why, it is ever relevant and necessary to bear in our hearts
and minds the words of the Lord, “The time is fulfilled, Kingdom of
God is at hand, repent and believe in the Gospel” (Mk 1:15).
Repentance for sin and believing in the Gospel, the Good News, is
the only way to accept and be in or belong to the Kingdom of God, It
is through this faith and through constant cleansing of our life through
repentance and confession of our sins that we can hope to remain in
union with Christ, Our King and Savior. While striving to live in union
with Christ, there is the need to remember the Lord’s words, “My
Kingdom of this world… I have come to bear witness to the truth.
Everyone who is of the truth hears my words” (Jn 18:16-17).  Saint
Paul’s words in the Letter to the Romans clarifies as to how to
understand “Kingdom of God”: “For the kingdom of God does not
mean food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the
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Holy Spirit; he who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and
approved by men” (Rom 14: 17-18).  Anyone who wants to belongs
to Christ and the kingdom he proclaimed has not to seek only the
things or pursuits that are limited to life here on earth: health, riches
and wealth, bodily needs, power, position, etc while neglecting the
kingdom values: truth, justice, peace, love for the neighbor, neglect
of the given mission and entrusted daily responsibilities, and above
all, failing to obey the will of God revealed in His Word and in his
commandments! This is what the Lord says when he speaks of the
narrow door and wide-open door, one leading to destruction, perdition,
and the other leading to life. One has to choose and strive to enter
through the narrow door. “Someone said to him, “Lord, will those
who are saved be few?” And he said to them, “Strive to enter by the
narrow door; for many, I tell you. will seek to enter and will not
be able” (Lk 13: 22-24). This choice is daily in front of us and the
choice is yours and mine!

“Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can some
of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is
no resurrection from the dead, then Christ has not been raised; if
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain. We are
even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God
that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead
are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not
been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and
you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in
Christ have perished. If for this only we have hope in Christ, we are
of all men most to be pitied.” (1 Corinthians, 15: 12-19).

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET  US  PRAY

For Holy Father’s Monthly Prayer Intention
Universal prayer intention - Artificial Intelligence

We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial intelligence
may always serve humankind.
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COMMUNICATIONS
1. Resuming Holy Masses in the parishes: The spread of Covid-19

Coronavirus is gradually coming down and the lockdown is almost
reduced to minimum aspects of public life. Though we still have to
take precautions like using masks and keeping physical distance,
and take personal care to keep safe, movements are almost like in
normal times. Most parishes have resumed celebrations in the Church
and therefore, slowly the faithful should gradually stop attending only
on the TV Channels for Holy Mass and other devotions and start coming
to the Church in the parish or village to participate in the liturgical
celebrations.  Of course, this should be a gradual process and for
the elderly and the sick or homebound we will continue to follow the
media channels. If the faithful do not resume the practice of coming
to the Church, there is the danger of developing the idea that there is
no need to go to Church for community celebrations in the parish or
village! While following the civil government directions regarding large
gatherings, the priests in the  parish should positively take steps to
resume regular Masses in the parish, like arranging more number of
Masses on Sundays in the parish where needed and possible!

2. Till the month of December, that will be three months after the surgery,
I am advised to be careful, less travel, and therefore, I am not
accepting any program in the parishes, especially those that are far
from Visakhapatnam city. From Christmas onwards, I will accept
engagements. Hope you understand. Taking necessary care now
will be of great help for maintaining good health.

3. There will be Recollection on Thursday, 10th December 2020  for the
pastoral clergy at the Pastoral Centre, from 9.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m.
Please mark your calendars and be present for the recollection. We
shall try to take steps to maintain physical distance and to wear masks.

4. In this issue of our Newsletter, we are printing the second part of the
document, "Parish Conversion….." The main intention is that the
Church wants life in the parish to have the overall orientation towards
fulfilling the Evangelizing of the Church. Parish is a living part of the
Church and so the parish community guided and assisted by the
pastoral clergy has to be an evangelized and evangelizing community
in the present situation of the modern digital age. The idea of being
more an administrative unit than a pastoral unit should not dominate.
It affects the dynamism of the living community of the parish; we try
to maintain and take care of what we have rather than reaching out
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to others around the parish location. I want the parish priests. Religious
and lay faithful to give a thought about how this missionary dimension
of the Church can be integrated  into this all that is done in the parish.

5. Annual Retreat this year: Due to prolonged lockdown and restrictions
about large gatherings, we could not arrange the retreat so far.
Hopefully, retreat will be in January and we will divide into two groups,
and have the retreat in consecutive weeks or with a gap of two or
three weeks between the first and the second retreat. We will try to
finalize the dates and communicate the same by the first week of
December.

6. Our local income coming in the form of monthly rents and contribution
of "the collection of the First Sunday of the month" from some of the
parishes is seriously affected because of the situation resulting from
"Covid-19 Coronavirus." Due to this there is additional burden on the
financial resources of the diocese as the ordinary routine expenses
and monthly bills, allowances and salaries, etc are unavoidable.
Therefore, we cannot respond to any requests for any financial
assistance from the bishop's house for the next six months at least,
that is, till the end of the current financial year. We should pray that
Covid-19 really stops and we return to a normal situation like before!
I want your understanding in this regard.

7. As directed in the October issue of the Newsletter, that in a restricted
or limited way Mission Sunday should be observed and whatever
contributions you are able to get from the faithful in the parish as
Mission Sunday Collection should be given to the Procurator at
archbishop's house at the earliest possible. The collected amount
will perhaps be less than in the normal circumstances but the same
should be given to the procurator's office. Universal Church counts
on all the small drops of water across the world to sustain the missions!

8. Our Minor Seminary, and Our Major seminarians: It is a happy situation
in our Archdiocese regarding vocations to priesthood. We have 23
brothers in the minor seminary and 18 brothers at various stages of
major seminary formation. The good situation as it is, maintenance
and annual expenditure on seminarians in different seminaries is
becoming a matter of concern. With practically no local sponsors
and very limited support for the minor seminary from Rome (what is
given by Rome is sufficient for three months or so) and not receiving
any direct support for the major seminarians from Rome (subsidies
are given by Rome directly to the concerned seminary), all the bills
have to be paid from our own local financial resources. Except for St.
John's Regional Seminary, Hyderabad, all other seminaries expect
us to meet the expenses that Rome subsidy does not cover. Every
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year there is an increase in the amounts asked by different
seminaries. I am sharing this information inviting the parish priests,
religious, and the lay faithful to see if some local sponsors can come
forward to support the minor seminary and for the formation of the
seminarians. I want the parish priests in the diocese to share this
information and see if some financial support can be availed. That
will ease the burden of the archdiocese!

9. Liturgy of the Eucharist and following the Directions given in Missal:
This point is for priests in the parishes and other priests in the
archdiocese. The Church is entrusting the celebration of the Holy
Mass and other Sacraments to those who are ordained as priests
and are exercising their ministerial priesthood. The same Church,
universal, regional or diocesan level, gives instructions and directions
for the celebration of the Holy Mass and other sacraments. Therefore,
there is uniformity in the basic form and structure whoever and
wherever they are celebrated. It is not about curtailing the individual
freedom but to give due honor and regard for the celebration, faithfully
following instructions and directions. Starting with the dignified liturgical
dress and vestments, guiding and regulating appropriate liturgical
singing, we should pay attention to what CCBI Commission as a
practical guide like document with dos and don’ts  for the celebration
of the Holy Mass. I want to remind all the clergy that personal liberty
should not come in to do the way one likes to. We have to distinguish
between what is to be faithfully followed and what can be adapted.
Preaching the sermon for more than forty-five minutes or one hour
and with a long sermon-like introduction at the start of the Mass, and
then a long time for the weekly announcements after Holy Communion
and even passing remarks directed to individuals or some sections,
are not in the good spirit of the Liturgy of Holy Eucharist. In the present
digital age “time factor” is also to be seen differently than in the past
decades. Let us all make the Holy Eucharist an orderly and prayerful,
graceful and joyful, and well-participated community celebration. I
am happy that in most parishes the choir is guided well in order to
have more community singing and in the same way let us continue to
take care of our Liturgical celebrations for benefit of the faith life of
our people. The TCBC Commission under the chairmanship of Most
Rev. Udumala, Bishop of Warangal, has brought out a hymn book
mainly meant for singing during the Holy Mass, copies are available
at the archbishop’s house  This is additional help for guiding the choir
for liturgical singing.

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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PASTORAL CENTRE

News
Youth Convention at Prathipadu Parish

News from pastoral centre: prathipadu  parish has conducted one
day youth convention and there were more than 70 youth members
participated in that event. Jesus youth conducted praise and worship
beautifully. Miss Ramani Dhanaraj, Retired professor of St. Joseph
college-Gnanapuram, has given PPT presentation on personality
development and I have taken on spirituality development.
Thereafter Jesus youth guided the youth to make confession while
conducting adoration. The convention ended up with the holy mass.

Hereby, I request you all the parish priests to make such
arrangements so that youth may get benifit and get rooted in our
faith.

Fr. Prakash
Pastoral Centre Director 
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PRESS RELEASE BY CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS
ON SOME COMMENTS BY THE HOLY FATHER
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“Love one another as I have loved you” (John 13: 34)

To All Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious, Catechists
and Lay Faithful of the Latin Catholic Church in India

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

1. This year we observe Communio India Sunday amidst the
suffering and the challenges created by the Covid-19 pandemic.
Nevertheless, the missionary journey of the whole Church
continues, despite all the challenges facing us, because the Risen
Lord accompanies us on our way.

2. In his unforgettable UrbietOrbi message on the evening of March
27, 2020 Pope Francis poignantly summarized the situation we
are in: “We find ourselves afraid and lost. Like the disciples in
the Gospel (Mk 4:35-38) we were caught off guard by an
unexpected, turbulent storm. We have realized that we are on
the same boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but at the same
time important and needed, all of us called to row together, each
of us in need of comforting the other.”

3. The apostles and the disciples “went forth and preached
everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the
word through accompanying signs” (Mk 16:20). Sharing the joy of
the Gospel in season and out of season is the fundamental
responsibility of each and every baptized Christian. Faith means
bearing witness to the Easter joy the Risen Lord has given us. A
joy such as this cannot be the result of our own efforts. It issues
from our encounter with the Risen Lord (cf. Mt 28: 8-10). It is also
the source of our confidenceand the fullness of our consolation.

4. There are many places in our country where Catholics cannot
celebrate the Sunday Eucharist regularly because of the lack of
a proper church building. Communio India will enable us to extend
a helping hand to all such communities in buildinga house of
worship, so that they are not deprived of the Eucharist every

Communio India Sunday
29 November, 2020 (First Sunday of Advent)
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Sunday and in turn become communities that do not cease to
proclaim the Gospel of God’s kingdom.

5. The CCBI launched Communio India in 2018 with the following
purposes: (1) to establish a missionary organization (like
MissioandAid to the Church in Need in Germany) in order to
build a culture of sharing and caring, in solidarity with our needy
brothers and sisters in our own country; (2) to encourage our
faithful to pray and help the missions and the missionaries and,
more importantly, to promote missionary vocations; (3) to
encourage and inspire our faithful to be lay missionaries.

6. Expressing our solidarity with those who suffer due to the menace
of COVID-19, Communio IndiaSunday should be observed
faithfully and meaningfully in all the parishes and institutions in
our country, with a proper commentary at the Holy Mass, special
Prayers of the Faithful and conscientization regarding our
baptismal call to become missionary disciples. It is a Sunday to
pray for the mission of the Church in India and to gratefully
remember all our missionaries, who work gladly and generously
in various parts of our country to proclaim the joy of the Gospel.

7. The Church in India acknowledges with gratitude the generous
contributions of the People of God to the noble cause of Communio
India and appeals to all our faithful to be generous once again in
sharing their resources to help our brothers and sisters in the
remote regions of our country, so that they can experience the
love of God through the generosity of fellow Indian Catholics.

8. May Jesus the Good Shepherd guide and help us in the power
of His Spirit to carry out His work of evangelization in all earnest.

Secretariat of the CCBI, Bangalore, 3 July, 2020, Solemnity of St. Thomas, the Apostle of India.

+ Filipe Neri Ferrão
President, Conference of Catholic Bishops of India

Archbishop of Goa and Daman

 + George Antonysamy + Anil Joseph Thomas Couto
      Vice President, CCBI     Secretary General, CCBI
Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore         Archbishop of Delhi

This Circular should be read and explained on “Communio India Sunday” in all parishes, religious
communities and institutions of the 132 dioceses of the Latin Catholic Church in India.
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STAND FOR FR. STAN SWAMY, S.J.
CANDLE LIGHT RALLY AT GNANAPURAM

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Mt.5/10

These words of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount are true in the life of
Fr. Stan Lourdu Swamy, the Jesuit missionary from Tamilnadu.

Fr. Stan was born on 26th April 1937. He joined the Jamshedpur
Province of the Society of Jesus in 1957. He ignited the spirits of the
young Dalit Adivasis, the poor Scheduled Tribes, the oppressed and
the downtrodden to fight for their constitutional rights as sons of the
soil in Bihar and Jharkhand over the past 5 decades against the
mining business of the big guns. This brave heart became the voice
of the voiceless thousands of the young tribals who were falsely
accused and arrested branding them ‘NAXALS’.

Fr. Stan as a great missionary and visionary toiled relentlessly to
build the nation in his own way. The 83 yr old Fr. Swamy was illegally
arrested on 8th Oct at Ranchi by NIA and detained in Taloja prison at
Navi Mumbai for 14 days, in the Bhima koregaon case against his
constitutional rights and the remand is extended up to 6th November.

St. Peter ’s Cathedral Gnanapuram of the Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam, the Parish Pastoral Council with all the pious
associations, All India Catholic Union (AICU) Andhra Pradesh,
Visakhapatnam unit and the Laity commission of the archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam organized a candle light rally on 25th Oct 2020 at
Gnanapuram. They offered prayers for the speedy release of Fr.Stan.

With full trust and confidence in justice in the court of law and the
Government, the participants demanded the government for
immediate release of Rev.Fr. Stan Swamy.
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Dodransbicentennial (175 Years)
 Jubilee of the Arrival of the MSFS

15th Feb 1846 is a red
letter day in the history of
Catholic Church in India.
The day raised a curtain
to the saga of great
missionary enterprise in
central India. The
pioneering batch of 6
members of the
Missionaries of St.

Francis de Sales (MSFS) made a historical landing on the soil of
Visakhapatnam Vicariate entrusted to them by the Propaganda Fide.
The rest is a history!

This year the MSFS is celebrating the Dodransbicentennial (175
Years) Jubilee of that arrival and the presence!  MSFS, all over the
world, is taking stock of this historical event to revive its missionary
spirit and legacy, to be the effective channels of spreading the Gospel
and planting the Church. The MSFS missionaries from all over the
world are, in fact, expected to arrive in Visakhapatnam to celebrate
this event in the month of October, 2020. But, God’s plans are
different! The celebrations are postponed for a convenient time.
However, the MSFS from Visakhapatnam Urban Apostolic
Community after a five day Retreat went on a pilgrimage to Yanam,
the Parish where the first missionaries landed and served. They
landed in Corangi in the civil mandal of Thallarevu and hence a
Thanksgiving Mass was offered along with the Catholic Community
of Thallarevu, the closest geographically to Corangi, at 11.00 am,
on 24th October. 35 MSFS Priests including Senior priests like Rev.
Fr. Thomas Manalil, Fr. K.T. Thomas and two Senior Brothers
participated in the Pilgrimage led by Rev. Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy,
the Provincial Superior of the Province. We appreciate the cordiality
and the generosity of Rev. Fr. Mariadas Polamarasetty, the Parish
Priest and Fr. Ajay, the Assistant P.P., who made the Liturgy,
sumptuous fellowship meal and other arrangements memorable and
satisfying to each and every pilgrim, all at his expenditure! Later in
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the afternoon at 3.00 pm,
the pilgrims reached
Yanam Church and recited
their family Marian
devotion, The Rosary of
Seven Dollars, in memory
of all the batches of MSFS
missionaries arrived in
India from 1846 to 1960.
Visakhapatnam Urban

MSFS Apostolic Community is greatly indebted to all who made it
possible.

Now the story behind these celebrations may interest some. On
March 16, 1845, for the Evangelization, the ecclesiastical authorities
had decided to erect Visakhapatnam Vicariate from the existing
Madras Vicariate and entrust it to a non-English Prelate. On 2nd May
1845 Fr. Peter Mermier, the Superior General of Missionaries of St.
Francis de Sales, received an official communication entrusting
Visakhapatanm Vicariate to MSFS, asking him to send six
missionaries of his choice. The communication was the response to
the request made earlier by Fr. Mermier who placed his little
congregation at the service of the Church. The news was received
with great joy!

The Mission territory entrusted to the MSFS was huge, with 4, 35000
sq.km, being the land between the Bay of Bengal on the East and
Narmada on the West, Maha nadhi on the North to the Godavari on
the South.  Prior to the arrival of the MSFS, only four(4) priests served
around 6000 Catholics scattered in the area. They were stationed
one each at Jalnah and Visakhapatnam and two at Kamptee, near
Nagpur. Without exception, all of them were settlements of the
soldiers working in the British Army.

Fr. Mermier chose six Confreres: Fr. Jacques Martin who was the
founder’s long time companion and the  Mission Superior, Fr. Joseph
Lavorel, Fr. Jean Marie Tissot, Fr. Jean Thevenet, Brother Pierre
Carton, Brother Sulpice Fontanel. Each of them was accorded a
touching farewell in a community prayer, with a feet –kissing by the
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Founder. They embarked on a ship to India with the financial support
from MEP Fathers as arranged by the Vatican officials on 5th June,
1845. After a long journey of 89 days reached Pondicherry on 7th

Sept and had to remain there until 16th Jan, 1846. They were joined
by Fr. Henry Gailhot who was appointed as the Pro-Vicar and MSFS
were ready to begin. After a short halt at Madras, they arrived at
Jagannayakapuram, near Kakinada, on 15th Feb, 1846. They paid a
visit to the St. Anne’s church there, celebrated the Eucharist and
proceeded by another hired boat to Corangi that they reached at
5.00pm. From there they waded through the marshy fields and
darkness to Yanam, with their luggage on their heads and reached
Yanam, at 9.00pm.  Fr. Jacques Martin was appointed in Yanam as
the Parish Priest on 17th Feb, 1846 and they journeyed further to
Visakhapatnam by a boat. The event of our celebration is the Landing
at Corangi. It is the landmark event in the history of Evangelization
in India.

All of them laid down their lives in the service of the church. Fr.
Martin (1846) in Yanam, Fr. Lavorel (1849) in Kamptee, Fr. Tissot
(1890) (later the Second Bishop of the Diocese) near Surada, Fr.
Thevenet (1888) in Kamptee, Brother Sulphice (1861) in Samarlakota
and Brother Pierre Carton(1850) in Visakhapatnam. They had no
reserves, no retreats and no regrets! From their sacrifices, and from
the untiring efforts of the later missionaries who laid down their lives
for the Christ and his Church, the then Vicariate of Visakhapatnam
would flourish into 19 dioceses by 2020. It is with the arrival of MSFS
the native Catholics, Telugus of North Coastal Andhra, Odiyas of
Dakshin Odissa, Maratees of Maharastra, in addition to many hill
tribes received the faith. Praise the Lord, for using MSFS to make
this great contribution to the Catholic Church in Central India!

Fr. Mariadas Sesetti msfs.
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CONGREGATION FOR DIVINE WORSHIP AND
THE DISCIPLINE OF THE SACRAMENTS -

PROPOSED REVISION OF THE TRINITARIAN
CONCLUSION OF THE COLLECTS

IN THE ENGLISH LITURGY
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"The pastoral Conversion of the Parish Community
a document from  the Congregation for the Clergy"

(Continued... last news letter)

VI. FROM THE CONVERSION OF PEOPLE
TO THAT OF STRUCTURES

34. In the process of renewal and restructuring, the Parish has to
avoid the risk of falling into an excessive and bureaucratic
organisation of events and an offering of services that do not
express the dynamic of evangelisation, but rather the criterion of
self-preservation.

Quoting Saint Paul VI, Pope Francis, with his usual parrhesia,
stated: “The Church must look with penetrating eyes within herself,
ponder the mystery of her own being (…) There are ecclesial
structures which can hamper efforts at evangelisation, yet even
good structures are only helpful when there is a life constantly
driving, sustaining and assessing them. Without new life and an
authentic evangelical spirit, without the Church’s “fidelity to her
own calling”, any new structure will soon prove ineffective”.

35. The conversion of structures, which the Church must undertake,
requires a significant change in mentality and an interior renewal,
especially among those entrusted with the responsibility of
pastoral leadership. In order to remain faithful to the mandate of
Christ, pastors, especially Parish Priests who “are co-workers of
the bishop in a very special way”, must resolutely grasp the need
for a missionary reform of pastoral action.

36. Taking into consideration the profound emotional and nostalgic
bonds within a Christian community, pastors ought not to forget
that the faith of the People of God is interwoven with familial and
communal memories. Often, a sacred place can evoke important
milestones in the life of past generations, where faces and
occasions have influenced personal and familial journeys. In order
to avoid trauma and hurt in the process of restructuring a Parish
or, at times, diocesan communities, it is imperative that it be carried
out with flexibility and gradualism.



21

In reference to the reform of the Roman Curia, Pope Francis
emphasised that gradualism “has to do with the necessary
discernment entailed by historical processes, the passage of time
and stages of development, assessment, correction,
experimentation, and approvals ad experimentum. In these cases,
it is not a matter of indecisiveness, but of the flexibility needed to
be able to achieve a true reform”. Accordingly, one should not act
“hastily” in an attempt, as it were, to bring about immediate reforms
by means of generic criteria that obey a “rational decision” to the
detriment of those who actually live within the territory. Every plan
must be situated within the lived experience of a community and
implanted in it without causing harm, with a necessary phase of
prior consultation, and of progressive implementation and
verification.

37 Naturally, a renewal of this sort is not the responsibility solely of
the Parish Priest, nor should it be imposed from above in such a
way as to exclude the People of God. The pastoral conversion of
structures implies the understanding that “the faithful Holy People
of God are anointed with the grace of the Holy Spirit; therefore
when we reflect, think, evaluate, discern, we must be very attentive
to this anointing. Whenever as a Church, as pastors, as
consecrated persons, we have forgotten this certainty, we have
lost our way. Whenever we try to supplant, silence, look down
on, ignore or reduce into small elites the People of God in their
totality and differences, we construct communities, pastoral plans,
theological accentuations, spiritualities, structures without roots,
without history, without faces, without memory, without a body, in
the end, without lives. To remove ourselves from the life of the
People of God hastens us to the desolation and to a perversion
of ecclesial nature”.

It does not pertain to the clergy alone, therefore, to carry out the
transformation inspired by the Holy Spirit, since this involves the
entire People of God45. It is necessary, however, “to consciously
and lucidly seek areas of communion and participation so that
the anointing of the People of God may find its concrete
mediations to express itself”.

38. Consequently, the need to overcome a self-referential conception
of the Parish or the “clericalisation of pastoral activity” becomes
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apparent. When it is acknowledged that the state of the People
of God “is that of the dignity and freedom of the children of God,
in whose hearts the Holy Spirit dwells as in His temple”, this
inspires practises and models by which all the baptised, by virtue
of the gift of the Holy Spirit and their infused charisms, become
active participants of evangelisation, in the style and modality of
an organic community, together with other Parish communities
or at the diocesan level. In effect, the whole community, and not
simply the hierarchy, is the responsible agent of mission, since
the Church is identified as the entire People of God.

39. Pastors have the task of keeping this dynamic alive, so that the
baptised realise that they are protagonists of evangelisation. The
presbyterate, whose formation is ongoing48, must exercise the
art of discernment with prudence, in such a way as to allow the
life of the Parish, with its diversity of vocations and ministries, to
grow and mature. As a member and servant of the People of God
entrusted to his care, the Priest cannot supplant this discernment.
The Parish community has the ability to propose forms of ministry,
to proclaim the faith and to bear witness to charity.

40. The centrality of the Holy Spirit – a free gift from the Father and
the Son to the Church – profoundly enlivens the aspect of
generosity, in accord with the teaching of Jesus, who said: “You
received without charge, give without charge” (Mk 10:8). The Lord
taught his disciples to have a generous spirit of service, to be a
reciprocal gift for the other (cf. Jn 13:14-15), and to have a special
care for the poor. From this derives the need not to “commercialise”
the sacramental life, and not to give the impression that the
celebration of the Sacraments, especially the Holy Eucharist, along
with other ministerial activities, are subject to tariffs.

The pastor who willingly serves his flock with generosity, must
instruct the faithful, however, in such a way that each member of
the community feels responsible and directly involved in caring
for the needs of the Church in a variety of ways and in a spirit of
solidarity, which the Church requires in order to carry out her
pastoral service with freedom and efficacy.

41. The mission required of the Parish, as a central driving force of
evangelisation, concerns the People of God in its entirety: priests,
deacons, consecrated men and women, and the lay faithful, each
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according to their respective charisms and the responsibility that
corresponds to them.

VII. THE PARISH AND OTHER SUBDIVISIONS
WITHIN THE DIOCESE

42. The pastoral conversion of the Parish community, in terms of
mission, takes shape and finds expression in a gradual process
of a renewal of structures; consequently, different forms of shared
pastoral care emerge, as well as forms of participation in it that
involve the entire People of God.

43 Using language borrowed from Magisterial documents regarding
subdivisions within the diocesan territory49, new expressions
have been added to those of Parish and Vicariates Forane, which
are foreseen in the current Code of Canon Law50, namely “pastoral
units” and “pastoral regions”. These appellations effectively define
new forms of pastoral organisation within a Diocese, thus
reflecting a new relationship between the faithful and the territory.

44. In using terms like “pastoral units” and “pastoral regions”, naturally
one does not envisage that by simply giving a new name to already
existing realities, a myriad of current problems are overcome. At
the heart of a process of renewal, instead of passively undergoing
change by supporting and going along with it, there exists today
the need to individuate new structures that will incite all those
who make up the Christian community to fulfil their vocation to
evangelise, with a view to a more effective pastoral care of the
People of God, the “key factor” of which is proximity.

45. With this in mind, the canonical norm underlines the need to
individuate different territories51 within each Diocese, with the
possibility of these being assembled into intermediate realities
between a given Diocese and an individual Parish. Furthermore, by
taking the size of the Diocese and its pastoral reality into account,
one is better situated to delineate various kinds of Parish groupings.

The communal dimension of the Church lives and works at the
heart of these groupings, with particular attention given to specific
territories, the establishment of which must take into consideration
the homogeneity and customs of the inhabitants, together with
the common traits of the area, in order to foster a close relationship
between Parish Priests and other pastoral workers.
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VII. a. How to proceed with the establishment
of Parish groupings

46. Prior to establishing Parish groupings, the Bishop must first consult
with the Presbyteral Council54, in accord with canonical norms
and in the name of ecclesial co-responsibility, shared between
the Bishop and the members of said Council.

47. Firstly, the grouping together of various Parishes can take a simple
federated form, whereby assembled Parishes would retain their
own identity.

In accordance with canonical regulations, when one is grouping
together neighbouring Parishes, naturally, the essential elements
established by the universal law regarding the Parish as a juridic
person must be observed and from which the Bishop cannot
dispense55. For every Parish that the Bishop plans to supress,
he must issue a specific decree to this effect, carefully outlining
therein the motivating factors.

48. In light of the above, the grouping of Parishes, including their
erection or suppression, is enacted by the diocesan Bishop, as
envisioned by the norms of Canon Law, namely through extinctive
union, where one Parish merges into another, being absorbed
into it and losing its former individuality and juridic personality;
alternatively, this can be effected through a true and proper fusion,
that gives life to a new and unique Parish, resulting in the
suppression of the existing Parishes and their juridic personality;
or, finally, by division of a Parish community into several
autonomous Parishes that are created ex novo.

Moreover, the suppression of Parishes by extinctive union is
legitimate for causes directly related to a specific Parish. Some
causes are not sufficient, such as, for example, the scarcity of
diocesan clergy, the general financial situation of a Diocese, or
other conditions within the community that are presumably
reversible and of brief duration (e.g., numerical consistency, lack
of financial self- sufficiency, the urban planning of the territory).
As a condition for the legitimacy of this type of provision, the
requisite motivations must be directly and organically connected
to the interested Parish community, and not on general
considerations or theories, or based solely ‘on principle’.
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49. Apropos to the erection or suppression of Parishes, it must be
borne in mind that every decision must be adopted by means of a
formal decree, given in writing58. Consequently, it is considered
contrary to canonical norms to issue a single provision aimed at
producing a reorganisation of a general character, either of the
entire Diocese, a part of it, or of a group of Parishes, by means of
a singular administrative act, general decree or particular law.

50. With respect to the suppression of Parishes, the decree must
clearly state the reasons that led the Bishop to make this decision.
The just cause therefore, must be specifically indicated, it being
insufficient simply to refer to the “good of souls”.

The act by which a Parish is suppressed must also make provision
for the disposition of temporal goods in accord with the law59; it
is necessary to ensure that the Church of the suppressed Parish
remains open to the faithful unless there are grave reasons to the
contrary, after having heard the Presbyteral Council.

51. Related to the topic of Parish groupings and their possible
suppression, is the necessity that sometimes occurs, of the
reduction of Churches to profane but not sordid use61, which
belongs to the diocesan Bishop, after having first heard from the
Presbyteral Council, whom he is obliged to consult.

Ordinarily, also in this case, the legitimate causes for decreeing
such a reduction do not include reasons like the lack of clergy,
demographic decline or the grave financial state of the Diocese.
However, if the building is in such a state as to be unable to be
used for divine worship in any way, and there is no possibility of
repairing it, then the Bishop can proceed, according to the norm
of law, to reduce it to profane but not sordid use.

VII. b. Vicariate Forane

52. It is necessary to recall here that “to foster pastoral care by means
of common action, several neighbouring parishes can be joined
together in special groups, such as vicariates forane”; these are
identified under various headings such as “deaneries”, “pastoral
zones” or “prefectures”.

53. The Vicar Forane does not necessarily have to be a Parish Priest
of a specific Parish. Furthermore, in order to achieve the purpose
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for which the vicariate is established, his primary responsibility
is “to promote and coordinate common pastoral action in the
vicariate”, so that it does not remain a purely formal institution.
In addition, the Vicar Forane “is obliged to visit the Parishes of
his district in accordance with the arrangement made by the
diocesan Bishop”. In order that he may better fulfil his function
and promote common activity among Parishes, the diocesan
Bishop may confer upon the Vicar Forane other faculties
considered appropriate according to the specific circumstances.

VII. c. Pastoral Units

54. Likewise, when circumstances require it, because of the expansive
territory of the vicariate forane, or an increase in the number of
the faithful, the Bishop, after hearing the Presbyteral Council,
can decree a more stable and institutional grouping of various
Parishes within the vicariate forane69 in order to foster greater
collaboration among them, bearing in mind the requisite criteria.

55. It is favourable that groupings (known as “pastoral units”) are
marked out in the best homogenous way possible, even from a
sociological point of view, in order to favour a more unified and
cohesive pastoral action that is missionary in nature.

56. Moreover, each Parish within such a grouping must be entrusted
to a Parish Priest or to a group of priests in solidum, who would
take care of the whole Parish community. Alternatively, when
deemed opportune by the Bishop, the grouping could be
composed of several Parishes, each having the same Parish
Priest.

57. In any case, due consideration must be given to priests who
have exercised their ministry with merit and the esteem of their
communities, also for the good of the faithful, bound as they are
to their Pastors by ties of affection and gratitude. The diocesan
Bishop, when establishing a particular grouping, must not
establish in the same decree that, since several Parishes are
being entrusted to a sole Parish Priest, that other Parish Priests,
who may present and still in office, are automatically transferred
to the office of Parochial Vicar, or are removed de facto from
their assignment.
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58. In these cases, unless it concerns appointment in solidum, it
belongs to the diocesan Bishop to define, on a case-by-case basis,
the functions of the priest who is the leader of such parish
groupings, as well as his collaboration with the Vicar Forane,
thereby establishing the pastoral unit.

59. Once the grouping of Parishes has been established according
to the norm of law – as either a vicariate forane or a “pastoral
unit” – the Bishop will determine, as appropriate, whether each
Parish should have its own Parish Pastoral Council, or whether it
is better that this task be entrusted to a single Pastoral Council
for all of them. In any case, the individual Parishes within the
grouping, since they retain juridic personality and capacity, must
maintain their own Finance Councils.

60. In order to prioritise evangelisation and a more effective pastoral
care, it is appropriate that common pastoral services be established
in certain areas (for example, catechesis, charity, youth or family
pastoral care) for those Parishes within the grouping; with the
participation of all the components of the People of God, namely
clergy, consecrated men and women and the lay faithful.

(to be continued... next news letter)

Hearty Congratulations  &  Many Happy Returns of the Day
To you, Dear Fathers

The Days To Remember
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“As a father has compassion for His children, so the Lord has
compassion for those who fear Him. As for the mortals our days are
like grass; and they flourish like a flower of the field; for the wind
passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more. But the
steadfast love of the Lord is everlasting to everlasting on those who
fear Him.” (Ps.103:13-17)

Sr.Mary Paul the eldest in the family, the eldest in the Province hailed
from Kerala, Thrissur district, Pavaraty in Vadakkoot family. She was
the eldest sibling of Mr.Thomas Paul and Mrs. Thathamma. She is
blessed with  a brother and a sister, Sr.Angela who is with us in
Vijayawada Province. She worked in numerous places very specially
rendered her services at Bheemilipatnam, Paderu, Arunodaya,
Morning Star, Shalom, Olarikkara, Chandur, Gannavaram and at
present in Pedabayalu community. On 21st September 2020 she was
admitted in Malkapuram hospital with fever and headache. She was
there for a week and on 30th September around 6.15 pm her soul
flew to her Creator.

Sr.Mary Paul as a person was so vibrant and energetic. A person
with grit and endurance, affectionate, sensitive, and very self
disciplined. She was so prayerful and never dependent on any one
despite her ripe old age. She was so hardworking and ever willing to
contribute her mite in every community activities. She mingled with
young and old alike which kept her youthful at heart, mind and body.
She leaves behind us life lessons of her values. No complaints ever
escaped her lips even in difficulties. She creates in us an
indispensable vacuum which none can fill.

ADIEU TO OUR BELOVED SR. MARY PAUL



29

We thank God for the love and light, for the truth, the warmth and
devotion that went out from our dear Sr. Mary Paul which moved us
all so deeply. We honor her best by striving in our lives to manifest to
others the virtues that she has lived so gently and lovingly. Her sudden
demise makes us perplexed and sad, not being able to reconcile
with the fact that she is no more with us. We are sure that she is truly
resting in the eternal love of her heavenly father. Her distinguished
stewardship was an inspiration and we are confident that the legacy
of her good works will extend far into the future. Let us behold our
beloved sister in her new life – a life of peace and tranquility in the
presence of God.

As we bid good bye to our dear Sr. Mary Paul, May Holy Mother
Ann, our Heavenly patroness receive her into His company. May
Mary our blessed mother and St. Joseph welcome her into the eternal
kingdom -Amen.

MAY YOU REST IN PEACE SR.MARY PAUL!

At this moment of loss and sorrow we are faced with the reality of
human life and death.  Death is inevitable and takes us by surprise.
We need to be prepared to face death at any moment of our life.  It
comes to us when we least expect. We have lost another confrere in
a short period of time.

Fr. Pakki Devadas was born on 7th March 1958 at Veeraghattam for
a devoted catholic parents  Mr. & Mrs. Jojappa and Mariyamma.

Loving Tribute to Fr. Pakki Devadas
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After the completion of his school education at Veeraghatam, he
joined the MSFS Congregation and made his first religious profession
on 10th June 1977, at Salesianum, Visakhapatnam.  He made his
perpetual profession on 10th June 1983.  He served the Congregation
as a religious brother till 1990 in various capacities as teacher and
head master of Vinaya Kumar School, at Anantapur.  From 1990 –
1996 he underwent priestly training at St. Peter’s Seminary,
Bangalore, and was ordained a priest on 7th February 1996, at St.
Xavier’s Church, Veeraghattam.  From 1996 to 2000 he was the
head master of Vinaya Kumar High School, Anantapur.  From 2000
– 2004 he was the Rector of St. Aloysius’ High School,
Visakhapatnam.  From  2004 – 2016 he served as the head master
of Vinaya Kumar High School once again till his retirement.  After it,
he served the school at Agripalli as principal from 2016 – 2017. Then
he was appointed as the Spiritual Director at Ross Hill in 2017.  Since
2018 he has been serving as Superior of SFS Printing School,
Visakhapatnam. On 17th October 2020, he was called to his eternal
home.

He was a dedicated religious, finding God in others, and man of little
virtues that were dear to St. Francis de Sales, such as sincerity of
heart, simple life style and dedicated to the task entrusted.  He was
guide and role model for many students and youth who studied with
him.  He has educated many students and helped many of them to
pursue their higher education and get settled in life.

Today we the members of Visakhapatnam province feel the loss
and pray to God that God will reward him with the eternal life, of
which he believed and proclaimed to the people of God.  I request
all the confreres to offer one mass for the departed soul of our beloved
confrere Fr. Pakki Devadas.

May his soul rest in Peace.

Yours fraternally in Christ,

Rev. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy MSFS
Provincial
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 MOMENT OF CHRISTIAN PRAYER FOR PEACE
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

INTERNATIONAL MEETING OF PRAYER FOR PEACE:
“NO ONE IS SAVED ALONE. PEACE AND FRATERNITY”

Church of Saint Maria in Aracoeli - Piazza del Campidoglio
Tuesday, 20 October 2020

Church of Saint Maria in Aracoeli

It is a gift to pray together. I greet all of you cordially and with gratitude,
especially my brother, His Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, and dear Bishop Heinrich, President of the Council of
the Evangelical Church of Germany. Sadly, Justin, the Archbishop
of Canterbury, was unable to be here because of the pandemic.

The passage from the account of the Lord’s Passion that we have
just heard comes shortly before Jesus’ death. It speaks of the
temptation he experienced amid the agony of the cross. At the
supreme moment of his sufferings and love, many of those present
cruelly taunted him with the words: “Save yourself!” (Mk 15:30). This
is a great temptation. It spares no one, including us Christians. The
temptation to think only of saving ourselves and our own circle. To
focus only on our own problems and interests, as if nothing else
mattered. It is a very human instinct, but wrong. It was the final
temptation of the crucified God.

Save yourself. These words were spoken first “by those who passed
by” (v. 29). They were ordinary people, those who had heard Jesus
teach and who witnessed his miracles. Now they are telling him,
“Save yourself, come down from the cross”. They had no pity, they
only wanted miracles; they wanted to see Jesus descend from the
cross. Sometimes we too prefer a wonder-working god to one who
is compassionate, a god powerful in the eyes of the world, who shows
his might and scatters those who wish us ill. But this is not God, but
our own creation. How often do we want a god in our own image,
rather than to become conformed to his own image. We want a god
like ourselves, rather than becoming ourselves like God. In this way,
we prefer the worship of ourselves to the worship of God. Such
worship is nurtured and grows through indifference toward others.
Those passersby were only interested in Jesus for the satisfaction of
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their own desires. Jesus, reduced to an outcast hanging on the cross,
was no longer of interest to them. He was before their eyes, yet far
from their hearts. Indifference kept them far from the true face of God.

Save yourself. The next people to speak those words were the chief
priests and the scribes. They were the ones who had condemned
Jesus, for they considered him dangerous. All of us, though, are
specialists in crucifying others to save ourselves. Yet Jesus allowed
himself to be crucified, in order to teach us not to shift evil to others.
The chief priests accused him precisely because of what he had
done for others: “He saved others and cannot save himself!” (v. 31).
They knew Jesus; they remembered the healings and liberating
miracles he performed, but they drew a malicious conclusion. For
them, saving others, coming to their aid, is useless; Jesus, who gave
himself unreservedly for others was himself lost! The mocking tone of
the accusation is garbed in religious language, twice using the verb to
save. But the “gospel” of save yourself is not the Gospel of salvation.
It is the falsest of the apocryphal gospels, making others carry the
cross. Whereas the true Gospel bids us take up the cross of others.

Save yourself. Finally, those who were crucified alongside Jesus
also joined in taunting him. How easy it is to criticize, to speak against
others, to point to the evil in others but not in ourselves, even to
blaming the weak and the outcast! But why were they upset with
Jesus? Because he did not take them down from the cross they said
to him: “Save yourself and us!” (Lk 23:39). They looked to Jesus
only to resolve their problems. Yet God does not come only to free
us from our ever-present daily problems, but rather to liberate us
from the real problem, which is the lack of love. This is the primary
cause of our personal, social, international and environmental ills.
Thinking only of ourselves: this is the father of all evils. Yet one of
the thieves then looks at Jesus and sees in him a humble love. He
entered heaven by doing one thing alone: turning his concern from
himself to Jesus, from himself to the person next to him (cf. v. 42).

Dear brothers and sisters, Calvary was the site of a great “duel”
between God, who came to save us, and man, who wants to save
only himself; between faith in God and worship of self; between man
who accuses and God who excuses. In the end, God’s victory was
revealed; his mercy came down upon the earth. From the cross
forgiveness poured forth and fraternal love was reborn: “the Cross
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makes us brothers and sisters” (BENEDICT XVI, Address at the Way
of the Cross at the Colosseum, 21 March 2008). Jesus’ arms,
outstretched on the cross, mark the turning point, for God points a
finger at no one, but instead embraces all. For love alone extinguishes
hatred, love alone can ultimately triumph over injustice. Love alone
makes room for others. Love alone is the path towards full communion
among us.

Let us look upon the crucified God and ask him to grant us the grace
to be more united and more fraternal. When we are tempted to follow
the way of this world, may we be reminded of Jesus’s words:
“Whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life
for my sake and the Gospel’s will save it” (Mk 8:35). What is counted
loss in the eyes of the world is, for us, salvation. May we learn from
the Lord, who saved us by emptying himself (cf. Phil 2:7)
and becoming other: from being God, he became man; from spirit,
he became flesh; from a king, he became a slave. He asks us to do
the same, to humble ourselves, to “become other” in order to reach
out to others. The closer we become to the Lord Jesus, the more we
will be open and “universal”, since we will feel responsible for others.
And others will become the means of our own salvation: all others,
every human person, whatever his or her history and beliefs.
Beginning with the poor, who are those most like Christ. The great
Archbishop of Constantinople, Saint John Chrysostom, once wrote:
“If there were no poor, the greater part of our salvation would be
overthrown” (On the Second Letter to the Corinthians, XVII, 2). May
the Lord help us to journey together on the path of fraternity, and
thus to become credible witnesses of the living God.

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I rejoice and give thanks to God that here on the Capitoline Hill, in
the heart of Rome, I can meet with you, distinguished religious
leaders, public authorities and so many friends of peace.  At each
other’s side, we have prayed for peace. I greet the President of the
Italian Republic, the Honourable Sergio Mattarella. I am happy to
encounter once more my brother, the Ecumenical Patriarch, His
Holiness Bartholomew. I am most grateful that, despite the difficulties
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of travel these days, he and other leaders wished to take part in this
prayer meeting. In the spirit of the Assisi Meeting called by Saint
John Paul II in 1986, the Community of Sant’Egidio celebrates
annually, in different cities, this moment of prayer and dialogue for
peace among believers of various religions.

The Assisi meeting and its vision of peace contained a prophetic
seed that by God’s grace has gradually matured through
unprecedented encounters, acts of peacemaking and fresh initiatives
of fraternity. Although the intervening years have witnessed painful
events, including conflicts, terrorism and radicalism, at times in the
name of religion, we must also acknowledge the fruitful steps
undertaken in the dialogue between the religions. This is a sign of
hope that encourages us to continue cooperating as brothers and
sisters. In this way, we arrived at the important Document on Human
Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together, which I signed with
the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, in 2019.

Indeed, “the commandment of peace is inscribed in the depths of the
religious traditions” (Fratelli Tutti, 284). Believers have understood that
religious differences do not justify indifference or enmity. Rather, on
the basis of our religious faith we are enabled to become peacemakers,
rather than standing passively before the evil of war and hatred.
Religions stand at the service of peace and fraternity. For this reason,
our present gathering also represents an incentive to religious leaders
and to all believers to pray fervently for peace, never resigned to war,
but working with the gentle strength of faith to end conflicts.

We need peace! More peace! “We cannot remain indifferent. Today
the world has a profound thirst for peace. In many countries, people
are suffering due to wars which, though often forgotten, are always
the cause of suffering and poverty” (Address to Participants in the
World Day of Prayer for Peace, Assisi, 20 January 2016). The world,
political life and public opinion all run the risk of growing inured to
the evil of war, as if it were simply a part of human history. “Let us not
remain mired in theoretical discussions, but touch the wounded flesh
of the victims… Let us think of the refugees and displaced, those
who suffered the effects of atomic radiation and chemical attacks,
the mothers who lost their children, and the boys and girls maimed
or deprived of their childhood” (Fratelli Tutti, 261). Today the sufferings
of war are aggravated by the suffering caused by the coronavirus and
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the impossibility, in many countries, of access to necessary care.

In the meantime, conflicts continue, bringing in their wake suffering
and death. To put an end to war is a solemn duty before God
incumbent on all those holding political responsibilities. Peace is
the priority of all politics. God will ask an accounting of those who
failed to seek peace, or who fomented tensions and conflicts. He
will call them to account for all the days, months and years of war
that have passed and been endured by the world’s peoples!

The words Jesus spoke to Peter are incisive and full of wisdom:
“Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will
perish by the sword” (Mt 26:52). Those who wield the sword, possibly
in the belief that it will resolve difficult situations quickly, will know in
their own lives, the lives of their loved ones and the lives of their
countries, the death brought by the sword. “Enough!” says Jesus
(Lk 22:38), when his disciples produce two swords before the
Passion. “Enough!” That is his unambiguous response to any form
of violence. That single word of Jesus echoes through the centuries
and reaches us forcefully in our own time: enough of swords,
weapons, violence and war!

Saint Paul VI echoed that word in his appeal to the United Nations
in 1965: “No more war!” This is our plea, and that of all men and
women of goodwill. It is the dream of all who strive work for peace
in the realization that “every war leaves our world worse than it was
before” (Fratelli Tutti, 261).

How do we find a way out of intransigent and festering conflicts?
How do we untangle the knots so many armed struggles? How do
we prevent conflicts? How do we inspire thoughts of peace in
warlords and those who rely on the strength of arms? No people,
no social group, can single-handedly achieve peace, prosperity,
security and happiness. None. The lesson learned from the recent
pandemic, if we wish to be honest, is “the awareness that we are a
global community, all in the same boat, where one person’s problems
are the problems of all. Once more we realized that no one is saved
alone; we can only be saved together” (Fratelli Tutti, 32).

Fraternity, born of the realization that we are a single human family,
must penetrate the life of peoples, communities, government leaders
and international assemblies. This will help everyone to understand
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that we can only be saved together through encounter and negotiation,
setting aside our conflicts and pursuing reconciliation, moderating
the language of politics and propaganda, and developing true paths
of peace (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 231).

We have gathered this evening, as persons of different religious
traditions, in order to send a message of peace. To show clearly that
the religions do not want war and, indeed, disown those who would
enshrine violence. That they ask everyone to pray for reconciliation
and to strive to enable fraternity to pave new paths of hope. For
indeed, with God’s help, it will be possible to build a world of peace,
and thus, brothers and sisters, to be saved together. Thank you.

APPEAL FOR PEACE

Gathered in Rome, in “the spirit of Assisi”, and spiritually united to
believers worldwide and to all men and women of good will, we have
prayed alongside one another to invoke upon our world the gift of
peace. We have called to mind the wounds of humanity, we are united
with the silent prayers of so many of our suffering brothers and sisters,
all too often nameless and unheard. We now solemnly commit
ourselves to make our own and to propose to the leaders of nations
and the citizens of the world this Appeal for Peace.

On this Capitoline Hill, in the wake of the greatest conflict in history,
the nations that had been at war made a pact based on a dream of
unity that later came true: the dream of a united Europe. Today, in
these uncertain times, as we feel the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic
that threatens peace by aggravating inequalities and fear, we firmly
state that no one can be saved alone: no people, no single individual!

Wars and peace, pandemics and health care, hunger and access to
food, global warming and sustainable development, the displacement
of populations, the elimination of nuclear threats and the reduction
of inequalities: these are not matters that concern individual nations
alone. We understand this better nowadays, in a world that is amply
connected, yet often lacks a sense of fraternity. All of us are brothers
and sisters! Let us pray to the Most High that, after this time of trial,
there may no longer be “others”, but rather, a great “we”, rich in diversity.
The time has come to boldly dream anew that peace is possible, that
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it is necessary, that a world without war is not utopian. This is why
we want to say once more: “No more war”!

Tragically, for many, war once again seems to be one possible means
of resolving international disputes. It is not. Before it is too late, we
would remind everyone that war always leaves the world worse than
it was. War is a failure of politics and of humanity.

We appeal to government leaders to reject the language of division,
often based on fear and mistrust, and to avoid embarking on paths
of no return. Together let us look at the victims. All too many conflicts
are presently in course.

To leaders of nations we say: let us work together to create a new
architecture of peace. Let us join forces to promote life, health,
education and peace. The time has come to divert the resources
employed in producing ever more destructive and deadly weapons
to choosing life and to caring for humanity and our common home.
Let us waste no time! Let us start with achievable goals: may we
immediately unite our efforts to contain the spread of the virus until
there is a vaccine that is suitable and available to all. The pandemic
is reminding us that we are blood brothers and sisters.

To all believers, and to men and women of good will, we say: let us
become creative artisans of peace, let us build social friendship, let
us make our own the culture of dialogue. Honest, persistent and
courageous dialogue is the antidote to distrust, division and violence.
Dialogue dismantles at the outset the arguments for wars that destroy
the fraternity to which our human family is called.

No one can feel exempted from this. All of us have a shared
responsibility. All of us need to forgive and to be forgiven. The
injustices of the world and of history are not healed by hatred and
revenge, but by dialogue and forgiveness.

May God inspire in us a commitment to these ideals and to the
journey that we are making together. May he touch every heart and
make us heralds of peace.

____________________________
Rome, Capitoline Hill, 20 October 2020
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
Wednesday, 9 September 2020

Catechesis ”Healing the World”:
6. Love and the common good

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning,

The crisis we are living due to the pandemic is affecting everyone;
we will emerge from it for the better if we all seek the common
good together; otherwise, we will emerge for the worse.
Unfortunately, we see partisan interests emerging. For example,
some would like to appropriate possible solutions for themselves,
as in the case of vaccines, to then sell them to others. Some are
taking advantage of the situation to instigate division: by seeking
economic or political advantages, generating or exacerbating
conflicts. Others are simply not concerned about the suffering of
others; they pass by and go their own way (cf. Lk 10:30-32). They
are the devotees of Pontius Pilate, washing their hands of the
suffering of others.

The Christian response to the pandemic and to the consequent socio-
economic crisis is based on love, above all, love of God who always
precedes us (cf. 1 Jn 4:19). He loves us first. He always precedes
us in love and in solutions. He loves us unconditionally and when
we welcome this divine love, then we can respond similarly. I love
not only those who love me — my family, my friends, my group —
but also those who do not love me, I also love those who do not
know me and I also love those who are strangers, and even those
who make me suffer or whom I consider enemies (cf. Mt 5:44).

This is Christian wisdom, this is the attitude of Jesus. And the highest
point of holiness, let’s put it that way, is to love one’s enemies, which
is not easy. Certainly, to love everyone, including enemies, is difficult.
I would say it is an art! But an art that can be learned and improved.
True love that makes us fruitful and free is always expansive and
inclusive. This love cares, heals and does good. Often, a caress
does more good than many arguments, a caress of pardon instead
of many arguments to defend oneself. It is inclusive love that heals.

So, love is not limited to the relationship between two or three people,
or to friends or to family, it goes beyond. It comprises civil and political
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relationships (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church [CCC], 1907-
1912), including the relationship with nature (cf. Encyclical Laudato
Si’ [LS], 231). Since we are social and political beings, one of the
highest expressions of love is specifically social and political, which
is decisive for human development and in order to face any type of
crisis (ibid., 231).

We know that love makes families and friendships flourish; but it is
good to remember that it also makes social, cultural, economic and
political relationships flourish, allowing us to construct a “civilization
of love”, as Saint Paul VI loved to say[1] and, in turn, Saint John
Paul II. Without this inspiration the egotistical, indifferent, throw-away
culture prevails — that is, to discard anyone I do not like, whom I
cannot love or those who seem to me as not useful in society.

Today at the entrance, a couple said to me: “Pray for us because we
have a disabled son” I asked: “How old is he?” — “He is pretty old”
— “And what do you do?” — “We accompany him, we help him”. All
of their lives as parents for that disabled son. This is love. And the
enemies, the political adversaries, according to our opinion appear
to be politically and socially disabled, but they seem to be that way.
Only God knows whether they truly are or not. But we must love
them, we must dialogue, we must build this civilization of love, this
political and social civilization of the unity of all humanity. All of this
is the opposite of war, division, envy, even wars in families: inclusive
love is social, it is familial, it is political... love pervades everything!

The coronavirus is showing us that each person’s true good is a
common good, not only individual, and, vice versa, the common good
is a true good for the person. (cf. CCC, 1905-1906). If a person only
seeks his or her own good, that person is selfish. Instead, a person
is more of a person when his or her own good is open to everyone,
when it is shared. Health, in addition to being an individual good, is
also a public good. A healthy society is one that takes care of
everyone’s health.

A virus that does not recognize barriers, borders, or cultural or political
distinctions must be faced with a love without barriers, borders or
distinctions. This love can generate social structures that encourage
us to share rather than to compete, that allow us to include the most
vulnerable and not to cast them aside, and that help us to express
the best in our human nature and not the worst. True love does not
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know the throw-away culture, it does not know what it is. In fact,
when we love and generate creativity, when we generate trust and
solidarity, it is then that concrete initiatives for the common good
emerge.[2]

And this is true at both the level of the smallest and largest
communities, as well as at the international level. What is done in
the family, what is done in the neighbourhood, what is done in the
village, what is done in the large cities and internationally is the same;
it is the same seed that grows and bears fruit. If you in your family, in
your neighbourhood start out with envy, with fights, there will be “war”
in the end. Instead, if you start out with love, sharing love, forgiveness,
there will be love and forgiveness for everyone.

Conversely, if the solutions for the pandemic bear the imprint of
egoism, whether it be by persons, businesses or nations, we may
perhaps emerge from the coronavirus crisis, but certainly not from
the human and social crisis that the virus has brought to light and
exacerbated. Therefore, be careful not to build on sand (cf. Mt 7:21-
27)! To build a healthy, inclusive, just and peaceful society we must
do so on the rock of the common good.[3] The common good is a
rock. And this is everyone’s task, not only that of a few specialists.
Saint Thomas Aquinas used to say that the promotion of the common
good is a duty of justice that falls on each citizen. Every citizen is
responsible for the common good. And for Christians, it is also a
mission. As Saint Ignatius of Loyola taught, to direct our daily efforts
toward the common good is a way of receiving and spreading God’s
glory.

Unfortunately, politics does not often have a good reputation, and
we know why. This is not to say that all politicians are bad, no, I do
not want to say this. I am only saying that unfortunately, politics does
not often have a good reputation. But we should not resign ourselves
to this negative vision, but instead react to it by showing in deeds
that good politics is possible, indeed dutiful[4], one that puts the
human person and the common good at the centre. If you read the
history of humanity you will find many holy politicians who trod this
path. It is possible insofar as every citizen, and especially those who
assume social and political commitments and positions, root their
action in ethical principles and nurture it with social and political
love. Christians, in a particular way the lay faithful, are called to give
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a good example of this and can do so thanks to the virtue of charity,
cultivating its intrinsic social dimension.

It is therefore time to improve our social love – I want to highlight
this: our social love – with everyone’s contribution, starting from our
littleness. The common good requires everyone’s participation. If
everyone contributes his or her part, and if no one is left out, we can
regenerate good relationships on the community, national and
international level and even in harmony with the environment (cf. LS,
236). Thus, through our gestures, even the most humble ones,
something of the image of God we bear within us will be made visible,
because God is the Trinity, God is love. This is the most beautiful
definition of God that is in the Bible. The Apostle John, who loved
Jesus so much, gives it to us. With His help, we can heal the
world working all together for the common good, not only for our
own good but for the common good of all.

Wednesday, 16 September 2020

Catechesis ”Healing the world”: 7. Care of the common home
and contemplative dimension

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

To emerge from a pandemic, we need to look after and care for
each other. And we must support those who care for the weakest,
the sick and the elderly. There is the tendency to cast the elderly
aside, to abandon them: this is bad. These people — well defined
by the Spanish term cuidadores (caretakers), those who take care
of the sick — play an essential role in today’s society, even if they
often do not receive the recognition and recompense they deserve.
Caring is a golden rule of our nature as human beings, and brings
with it health and hope (cf. Encyclical Laudato Si’ [LS], 70). Taking
care of those who are sick, of those who are in need, of those who
are cast aside: this is a human and also Christian wealth.

We must also extend this care to our common home: to the earth
and to every creature. All forms of life are interconnected (cf. ibid.,
137-138), and our health depends on that of the ecosystems that
God created and entrusted to us to care for (cf. Gen 2:15). Abusing
them, on the other hand, is a grave sin that damages, harms and
sickens (cf. LS, 8; 66). The best antidote against this misuse of our
common home is contemplation (cf. ibid., 85, 214). But why? Isn’t there
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a vaccine for this, for the care of our common home, so as not to set
it aside? What is the antidote against the sickness of not taking care
of our common home? It is contemplation. “If someone has not
learned to stop and admire something beautiful, we should not be
surprised if he or she treats everything as an object to be used and
abused without scruple” (ibid., 215). Also in terms of “disposable”
objects. However, our common home, creation, is not a mere
“resource”. Creatures have a value in themselves and each one
“reflects in its own way a ray of God’s infinite wisdom and goodness”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 339). This value and this ray of
divine light must be discovered and, in order to discover it, we need
to be silent; we need to listen; we need to contemplate. Contemplation
also heals the soul.

Without contemplation, it is easy to fall prey to an unbalanced and
arrogant anthropocentrism, the “I” at the centre of everything, which
overinflates our role as human beings, positioning us as absolute
rulers of all other creatures. A distorted interpretation of biblical texts
on creation has contributed to this misinterpretation, which leads to
the exploitation of the earth to the point of suffocating it. Exploiting
creation: this is the sin. We believe we are at the centre, claiming to
occupy God’s place and so we ruin the harmony of creation, the
harmony of God’s plan. We become predators, forgetting our vocation
as custodians of life. Of course, we can and must work the earth so
as to live and to develop. But work is not synonymous with exploitation,
and it is always accompanied by care: ploughing and protecting,
working and caring... This is our mission (cf. Gen 2:15). We cannot
expect to continue to grow on a material level, without taking care of
the common home that welcomes us. Our poorest brothers and sisters
and our mother earth groan for the damage and injustice we have
caused, and demand we take another course. They demand of us a
conversion, a change of path; taking care of the earth too, of creation.

Therefore, it is important to recover the contemplative dimension,
that is, to look at the earth, creation, as a gift, not as something to
exploit for profit. When we contemplate, we discover in others and
in nature something much greater than their usefulness. Here is the
heart of the issue: contemplating is going beyond the usefulness of
something. Contemplating the beautiful does not mean exploiting it:
contemplating is free. We discover the intrinsic value of things given
to them by God. As many spiritual masters have taught, the heavens,
the earth, the sea, and every creature possess this iconic capacity,
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this mystical capacity to bring us back to the Creator and to communion
with creation. For example, Saint Ignatius of Loyola, at the end of his
Spiritual Exercises, invites us to carry out “Contemplation to attain
love”, that is, to consider how God looks at his creatures and to rejoice
with them; to discover God’s presence in his creatures and, with
freedom and grace, to love and care for them.

Contemplation, which leads us to an attitude of care, is not a question
of looking at nature from the outside, as if we were not immersed in
it. But we are inside nature, we are part of nature. Rather, it is done
from within, recognizing ourselves as part of creation, making us
protagonists and not mere spectators of an amorphous reality that
is only to be exploited. Those who contemplate in this way experience
wonder not only at what they see, but also because they feel they
are an integral part of this beauty; and they also feel called to guard
it and to protect it. And there is one thing we must not forget: those
who cannot contemplate nature and creation cannot contemplate
people in their true wealth. And those who live to exploit nature end
up exploiting people and treating them like slaves. This is a universal
law. If you cannot contemplate nature it will be very difficult for you
to contemplate people, the beauty of people, your brother, your sister.

Those who know how to contemplate will more easily set to work to
change what produces degradation and damage to health. They will
strive to educate and promote new habits of production and
consumption, to contribute to a new model of economic growth that
guarantees respect for our common home and respect for people.
The contemplative in action tends to become a guardian of the
environment: this is good! Each one of us should be a guardian of
the environment, of the purity of the environment, seeking to combine
ancestral knowledge of millennia-long cultures with new technical
knowledge, so that our lifestyle may always be sustainable.

Lastly, contemplating and caring: these are two attitudes that show
the way to correct and re-balance our relationship as human beings
with creation. Oftentimes, our relationship with creation seems to be
a relationship between enemies: destroying creation for our benefit.
Exploiting creation for our profit. Let us not forget that this comes at
a high price; let us not forget that Spanish saying: “God always
forgives; we forgive sometimes; nature never forgives”. Today I was
reading in the newspaper about those two great glaciers in Antarctica,
near the Amundsen Sea: they are about to fall. It will be terrible,
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because the sea level will rise and this will bring many, many
difficulties and so much harm. And why? Because of global warming,
not caring for the environment, not caring for our common home.
On the other hand, when we have this relationship — let me say the
word — ‘fraternal’ in the figurative sense with creation, we will become
guardians of our common home, guardians of life and guardians of
hope; we will safeguard the patrimony that God has entrusted to us
so that future generations may enjoy it. And some may say: “But, I
can get by like this”. But the problem is not how you are going to
manage today — this was said by a German theologian, a Protestant,
a good man: Bonhoeffer — the problem is not how you manage
today; the problem is: what will be the legacy, life for future
generations? Let us think of our children, our grandchildren: what
will we leave them if we exploit creation? Let us protect this path so
we may become “guardians” of our common home, guardians of life
and hope. Let us safeguard the heritage that God has entrusted to
us so that future generations may enjoy it. I think especially of the
indigenous peoples, to whom we all owe a debt of gratitude, also of
penance, to repair the harm we have done to them. But I am also
thinking of those movements, associations, popular groups, that are
committed to protecting their territory with its natural and cultural
values. These social realities are not always appreciated; and at
times they are even obstructed, because they do not earn money.
But in reality they contribute to a peaceful revolution: we might call it
the “revolution of care”. Contemplating so as to care, contemplating
to protect, to protect ourselves, creation, our children, our
grandchildren, and to protect the future. Contemplating to care for
and to protect, and to leave a legacy to the future generation.

However this must not be delegated to others: this is the task of
every human being. Each one of us can and must be a “guardian of
the common home”, capable of praising God for his creatures, and
of contemplating creatures, and protecting them. Thank you.

Wednesday, 23 September 2020

Catechesis “Healing the world”:
8. Subsidiarity and virtue of hope

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It seems the weather is not so good, but I wish you a good morning
all the same!
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To emerge better from a crisis like the current one, which is a health
crisis, and at the same time, a social, political and economic crisis,
each one of us is called to assume responsibility for our own part,
that is, to share the responsibility. We must respond not only as
individual people, but also beginning from the group to which we
belong, from the role we have in society, from our principles and, if
we are believers, from our faith in God. Often, however, many people
cannot participate in the reconstruction of the common good because
they are marginalized, they are excluded or ignored; some social
groups are not able to make a contribution because they are
economically or socially suffocated. In some societies, many people
are not free to express their own faith and their own values, their
own ideas: if they express them, they are put in jail. Elsewhere,
especially in the western world, many people repress their ethical or
religious convictions. However, we cannot emerge from the crisis
this way, or at least emerge from it better. We would emerge from it
worse.

So that we might be able to participate in the healing and regeneration
of our peoples, it is only right that everyone should have the adequate
resources to do so (cf. Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the
Church [CSDC], 186). After the great economic depression of
1929, Pope Pius XI explained how important the principle of
subsidiarity was (cf. Encyclical Quadragesimo anno, 79-80). This
principle has a double movement: from top to bottom and from bottom
to top. Perhaps we do not understand what this means, but it is a
social principle that makes us more united. I will try to explain it.

On the one hand, and above all in moments of change, when single
individuals, families, small associations and local communities are
not capable of achieving primary objectives, it is right that the highest
levels of society, such as the State, should intervene to provide the
resources necessary to progress. For example, because of the
coronavirus lockdown, many people, families and economic entities
found themselves and still find themselves in serious difficulty. Thus,
public institutions are trying to help through appropriate social,
economic, health interventions: this is their function, what they need
to do.

On the other hand, however, society’s leaders must respect and
promote the intermediate or lower levels. In fact, the contribution of



46

individuals, of families, of associations, of businesses, of every
intermediary body, and even of the Church, is decisive. With their
own cultural, religious, economic resources, or civil participation,
they revitalize and reinforce society (cf. CSCD, 185). That is, there
is a collaboration from the top to the bottom, from the central State to
the people, and from the bottom to the top: from the institutions of
people to the top. And this is precisely how the principle of subsidiarity
is exercised.

Everyone needs to have the possibility of assuming their own
responsibility in the healing processes of the society of which they
are a part. When a project is launched that directly or indirectly
touches certain social groups, these groups cannot be left out from
participating - for example: “What do you do?”- “I go to work with
the poor,” - “Beautiful. And what do you do?”- “I teach the poor, I tell
the poor what they have to do”. No, this doesn’t work. The first step
is to allow the poor to tell you how they live, what they need: Let
everyone speak! And this is how the principle of subsidiarity works.
We cannot leave the people out of participation; their wisdom, the
wisdom of the humbler groups cannot be set aside (cf. Apostolic
Exhortation Querida Amazonia [QA], 32; Encyclical Laudato Si’, 63).
Unfortunately, this injustice often happens in those places where
there is a concentration of huge economic and geopolitical interests,
such as, for example, certain extractive activities in some areas of
the planet (cf. QA, 9.14). The voices of the indigenous peoples,
their culture and world view are not taken into consideration.

Today, this lack of respect of the principle of subsidiarity has spread
like a virus. Let us think of the great financial assistance measures
enacted by States. The largest financial companies are listened to
more than the people or the ones who really move the economy.
Multinational companies are listened to more than social
movements. Putting it in everyday language, the powerful are
listened to more than the weak, and this is not the way, it is not the
human way, it is not the way that Jesus taught us, it is not
implementing the principle of subsidiarity. In this way, we do not
permit people to be “agents in their own redemption” (Message for
the 106th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2020, 13 May 2020).
There is this motto in the collective unconscious of some politicians
or some trade unionists: everything for the people, nothing with the
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people. From top to bottom, but without listening to the wisdom of
the people, without activating this wisdom in resolving problems, in
this case in emerging from the crisis. Or let us also think about the
way to cure the virus: large pharmaceutical companies are listened
to more than the healthcare workers employed on the front lines in
hospitals or in refugee camps. This is not a good path. Everyone
should be listened to, those who are at the top and those who are at
the bottom, everyone.

To emerge better from a crisis, the principle of subsidiarity must be
implemented, respecting everyone’s autonomy and capacity to take
initiative, especially that of the least. All the parts of a body are
necessary, as Saint Paul says, those that may seem the weakest
and least important, in reality are the most necessary (cf. 1 Cor 12:22).
In light of this image, we can say that the principle of subsidiarity
allows everyone to assume his or her own role in the healing and
destiny of society. Implementing it, implementing the principle of
subsidiarity gives hope, it gives hope in a healthier and more just
future; and we build this future together, aspiring to greater things,
broadening our horizons. (cf. Discourse to Students at the Fr. Félix
Varela Cultural Center, Havana – Cuba, 20 September 2015). Either
we do it together, or it will not work. Either we work together to emerge
from the crisis, at all levels of society, or we will never emerge from
it. To emerge from the crisis does not mean to varnish over current
situations so that they might appear more just. No. To emerge from
the crisis means to change, and true change is done by everyone,
all the persons that form a people. All the professions, all of them.
And everything together, everyone in the community. If everyone
does not contribute, the result will be negative.

In a previous catechesis we saw how solidarity is the way out of the
crisis: it unites us and allows us to find solid proposals for a healthier
world. But this path of solidarity needs subsidiarity. Someone might
say to me: “But, Father, today you are using difficult words!”. This is
why I am trying to explain what it means. Showing solidarity because
we are taking the path of subsidiarity. In fact, there is no true solidarity
without social participation, without the contribution of intermediary
bodies: families, associations, cooperatives, small businesses, and
other expressions of society. Everyone needs to contribute, everyone.
This type of participation helps to prevent and to correct certain
negative aspects of globalization and government action, as also
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occurs in caring for the people affected by the pandemic. These
contributions “from the bottom” should be encouraged. How beautiful
it is to see the work of volunteers during the crisis. Volunteers from
every part of society, volunteers who come from wealthier families
and those  from poorer families. But everyone, everyone together to
emerge. This is solidarity and this is the principle of subsidiarity.

During the lockdown, the gesture of applauding doctors and nurses
as a sign of encouragement and hope arose spontaneously. Many
risked their lives and many gave their lives. Let us extend this
applause to every member of the social body, to each and every
one, for their precious contribution, no matter how small. “But what
can that person over there do?” — “Listen to that person! Give the
person space to work, consult him or her”. Let us applaud the
“discarded”, those whom culture defines as “discarded” , this throw-
away culture — that is, let us applaud the elderly, children, persons
with disability; let us applaud workers, all those who dedicate
themselves to service; everyone collaborating to emerge from the
crisis. But let us not stop only at applause. Hope is audacious, and
so, let us encourage one another to dream big. Brothers and sisters,
let us learn to dream big! Let us not be afraid to dream big, seeking
the ideals of justice and social love that are born of hope. Let us not
try to  rebuild the past — the past is the past. New things await us.
The Lord promised: “I will make all things new”. Let us encourage
ourselves to dream big, seeking these ideals, let us not try to rebuild
the past, especially the past that was unjust and already ill which I
already mentioned as injustice…. Let us build a future where the local
and global dimensions mutually enrich each other — everyone can
contribute, everyone has to contribute their share, their culture, their
philosophy, their way of thinking — where beauty and the wealth of
smaller groups, even those that are discarded, might flourish —
because beauty is there too — and where those who have more
dedicate themselves to service and give more to those who have less.
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NECHROLOGY

“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

02-11-1991 Bro. S. M. Thomas msfs (Novice) 21years, died at Vizag
05-11-1862 Msgr. Sebastian Neyret msfs, 60 years

(1st Vicar Apostolic of Vizag), died at Kamptee
07-11-1982 Fr. Joseph Panjakil msfs, 62 years, died at Ettumanoor, Kerala
09-11-1983 Bro. Jacob Chembakassery msfs, 23 years, died at Vizag
10-11-2002 Fr. Michael Perissin Faber msfs, 47 years, died at Surada, Orissa
10-11-2003 Fr. Mathew Kanippilly, 72 years, died in Visakhapatnam
12-11-1943 Fr. Philip Kudakachira msfs, 36 years, died at Parvathipuram
13-11-2002 Fr. Zacharias Karottupara msfs, 92 years, died in Vizag
14-11-1956 Fr. Mathew Kachira msfs, 42 years, died at Kondadaba
17-11-1993 Fr. Devasia Nediakala, 56 years, died at Ettumanoor, Kerala
18-11-1997 Fr. Midathada Mariadas msfs, 64 years, died at Eluru
20-11-1995 Fr. Mani Tharappel msfs, 89 years, died in Vizag
21-11-1894 Fr. Joseph Decompoix msfs, 30 years, died at Nagpur
26-11-2016 Bro. Job Poovathumootil, 86 years, died at Vizag
29-11-1921 Fr. Francois Fleury msfs, 39 years, died at Surada, Orissa
29-11-1952 Fr. Otto Reitmayer msfs, 53 years, died at Kakinada
30-11-1984 Bro. John Sudarsanam msfs, 76 years, died at Vizag.
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