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The Pastor Speaks …..
Journeying with Our Blessed Mother and
Joseph in Advent and at Christmas…
We know that Our Blessed Mother and Saint
Joseph and the Mystery of Incarnation, “Word
becoming flesh,” are inseparable. Therefore, to
the extent we find them mentioned in the Gospels, it is good to
journey again with them during the Advent and Christmas seasons
we will be observing.  Their disposition of openness to the
Revelation, their acceptance in faith and obedience to what God
wanted of them, their acceptance of the consequences of their
response to the special call given, and their efforts to understand
the events that were happening, surprised as they were many a
time at the way events were happening. Their journey, however,
we must remember was a journey of faith and surrender in
obedience. They endured the pain as they struggled with the
inconveniences and uncertainties. But Our Blessed Mother
contemplated to understand: “But, Mary kept all these things,
pondering them in her heart” (Lk 2;19; 2:51).

1. Moments of “Revelation” and Human Response: God
speaks to us through mediators and events to reveal his will
and his plans for the individual persons or for the whole
community. By way of exception or special privilege as it were,
God speaks directly to the individuals to reveal his message:
His will and His plan. The addressees or the listeners or the
recipients are not always attuned to recognize the voice of
God. shocked and surprised at the unexpected appearance
of God or His angel speaking directly to them. They are
overtaken by overwhelming fear and trembling, The Lord God
or the Angel of the Lord assures  that there is no reason to be
afraid  and asks them to listen and respond in faith and
obedience to what is being revealed.  Mary and Joseph were
no exception to this kind of experience. When Angel Gabriel
addressed Blessed Virgin Mary saying that the Son of the
Most High will be born of her and she would conceive by the
“power of the Holy Spirit,”, she was “Greatly troubled at the
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saying, and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this
might be” (Lk1:29). After the explanation by Angel Gabriel,
she surrenders to God’s plan, saying, “Behold, I am the
handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word”
(Lk1: 38). Joseph to whom Mary was betrothed, reacted to
the situation differently, how to understand the situation, Mary
with child “of the Holy Spirit” before they came together! Like
Mary, Joseph also had the visit of the Angel of the Lord
speaking to him “in a dream” and gives clarification that Mary
conceived by the “Holy Spirit.” He accepts Mary betrothed to
him.

2. Our God Continues to speak – How do we recognize and
respond? How does revelation of God’s will and plan
come to you? Do you not struggle as to how to
understand and respond when events and experiences
occur in day to day life surprising you? There is purely a
rational way or secular way of understanding but as
believers we cannot go only that way! Mary and Joseph
responded to God’s message not because they understood
everything but because they saw in faith that it was the
revelation from the Lord and responded in total surrender
accepting what God was asking of them! They further
contemplated on what was being revealed and what was
happening. As believers we are called to understand our life
and the events in life in the light of faith in this God. This faith
should enable us to see what God wants us to do and in
obedience do it. Here is an example for us in Our Blessed
Mother and Joseph: “to do what we have to” rather than what
we “want to do or like to do.” There is a difference when we
go about doing things listening to God and listening to what
faith prompts or what the Church is teaching or asking us to
do. It can happen that we want to do what pleases us or what
is convenient or suitable for us and for our satisfaction and
not what God wants or what needs to be done, even
something is not to our liking.  It is good to see in these days
of Advent and at Christmas if we tend to do things that we
have to do or what we would like to do! What is motivating us
to be that way, our faith or our own likes and dislikes!!
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3. Every event, small or big, has to be seen and understood
in faith: We will find strength and guidance, enlightenment
and clarity in order to live through those events and situations.
We know that not always we are able to understand or take
things in the light of faith, listening to what God is saying as a
message or giving guidance. Because we think that we have
to take personal responsibility and search for ways and means
to face the situations in daily life; patience or readiness to
see from the point of view of faith or to seek the will of God
may not be there. The situations are not always easy but we
should not put aside our faith and our daily connection or
relationship with God! The living God with whom we are
connected through faith is not absent but present when events
or experiences other than the routine ones occur! We can
either try to understand and cope with them all by ourselves
or with the help and guidance from God and His Revelation,
directly or through mediators or through the mediation of the
Word of God! This would mean that our faith is leading us in
daily life and not just human thinking prompted by the trends
in the world around us!

4. Personal preparation through prayer and contemplation
on the Mystery of Incarnation should happen: So many
things are done in Advent as expressions of our preparation
to welcome Christ into our lives, Christmas. Many things are
done at homes and in the Churches as expressions of our
joy over the birth our Saviour and Lord! Our Blessed Mother
and Saint Joseph should help us to meditate and contemplate,
“to ponder in our hearts,” the Mystery of Incarnation and our
relationship with Jesus Christ who is born among us for our
sake and for the humanity. Not that we do not do this at all
but the externals that can be so dominant in the entire
celebrations that they take away the dimension of personal
interior disposition to relate to the Mystery of Incarnation. If
our joyful and merry making celebration do not also touch
and renew our lives, then we can be missing the opportunity
of receiving. “grace and blessing,” “light and life,” from Jesus
Christ who is “the grace of God” that appeared for the salvation
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of all men (Titus 2:11ff.). Actually, this experience of receiving
afresh this “grace and blessing,” and “light and life” would or
should remain with us to take us into the New Year that
commences soon! Individually and as Communities we have
to yield to the appeal of the Word of God in the Advent season,
especially the call of the prophets and the call of John the
Baptist. Repentance and conversion do not happen if we do
not “listen to the Word of God” that is being addressed to us,
individually and as a community. Invitation from the Lord has
to be taken personally in order to receive what is being offered:”
"to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become Children of God: who were born, not of blood
nor of the will of the flesh nor the will of man, but of God” (Jn
1:12-13).

Conclusion: I want to wish all of you a personal experience of
listening and responding to the invitation of the Lord our God at
this time of Advent and Christmas, spending these days with faith
and hope for a fresh encounter with the Lord who is born among
us. Gifts received or given are signs of our sharing of Christmas
Joy with others, especially with our near and dear ones. Jesus
Christ should be the cause of our joy and that experience should
prompt us to share it with others. Taking time to pray and
contemplate about our relationship with “Jesus Christ” and what
he means for our life will enable us to experience a renewed joy
and peace he brings for us! This joy is an “interior joy”! We should
not miss this opportunity because of all the external expressions
diverting and distracting us! Praying the Angelus meditatively will
be of great help to contemplate the Mystery of Incarnation. If it is
a neglected prayer, Advent and Christmas is the best time to revive
the practice of praying the Angelus regularly!

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. I take this opportunity to congratulate all the priests who
participated in the recently concluded Annual Retreat guided
by Fr. Tim Greenway, MHM. Of course the fruit of the retreat
is both the working of God’s grace and personal effort:
cooperation, involvement, silence, personal prayer,
punctuality, etc. Most of you appreciated the retreat inputs
and other arrangements within the limitations we have. I thank
Fr. Kondala Joseph, MSFS and his team that took care of all
the arrangements at Ross Hill, Fr. Kona Jaya Raju, the
procurator and Fr. Kishore, the secretary who along with
regent brothers and bishop’s house staff have taken care of
all the necessary arrangements.

2. May I hereby  inform you that there will not be Recollection
Day in December as we just concluded the annual retreat
in the last week of November. The next recollection will
be on Wednesday, 18th January from 9.30 a.m. onwards.

3. I take this opportunity to Wish you, Priests, Religious and the
faithful, Happy Christmas and a Blessed New Year, 2023!
May you receive blessings of peace and joy, and healing
in body and spirit! May the celebrations in your parishes
and communities be meaningful and joyful!

4. Annual Statistics of the year 2022: As we will be closing
the calendar year, 2022, it is hereby reminded that all the
parish priests and heads of religious communities, and
institutions should finalize the data in the records of different
registers like Baptism, Confirmations, marriage, account
books, etc. This will facilitate and make it easy to send on
time the “Annual Statistics” to be sent to Rome through the
Apostolic Nunciature, New Delhi. Last couple of years
because of the neglect and delay of some priests, the
whole exercise has been getting delayed. We are
reminded several times about the delay. We cannot send
in complete data to Rome!

5. Handing over extra Mass Intentions to the Diocesan Office:
several of you priests in the parishes have been submitting
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to the Procurator’s office extra Mass Intentions that are not
celebrated in the parish. But, some are just silent about the
matter. It is morally incorrect to make use of the money of extra
Mass Intentions for the expenses, parish or personal, besides
what one is allowed by Church’s law. Two things should be done:
1) Maintain a register for Mass Intentions to be recorded;
2) Take what is required and the rest be submitted periodically
to the procurator’s office.

6. We should move towards self-reliance: for many years
we have been hearing the idea of self-reliance in parishes
and village communities promoted by Jyothirmai Society. We
have to move towards self-reliance but when   and who will
facilitate? Certainly the situation of local contributions has
improved and to a large extent regular or routine expenses
are taken care with the help of people’s contributions. But,
when it comes to repairs and maintenance, new constructions
of churches or chapels, compound walls, etc,  it is not possible
for all the parishes or institutions. Bishop’s house is also not
able to attend to all the proposals or requests from the
parishes or institutions. The reason for this is our local income
that comes to Bishop’s account is limited while the expenditure
is on the increase because of the rise in the cost of life. Bank
interests have fallen over the past years, our monthly rental
income is not very huge amount and remains more or less
the same, income from the few agricultural lands is not
consistent, first Sunday contributions are only from some
parishes and this also was affected due to Corona epidemic,
our schools are just recovering from the effect of the Corona
on the fee collection. These factors are causing a lot of
pressure on the Bishop’s house. I am sharing these points
with all of you so that you will understand realistically about
the situation of the diocese and why we are not able to respond
readily to you proposals or requests. In spite of this we have
been able to take up a lot of repairs-maintenance works, new
constructions, etc. We are seeking more understanding and
patience from you with the proposals or requests for financial
assistance from the Bishop’s house!

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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THE  SYNODAL  PROCESS  CONTINUES
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HOLY MASS

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS

POPE FRANCIS

WORLD DAY OF THE POOR
St. Peter’s Basilica

33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time, 13 November 2022

While some were speaking of the outward beauty of the Temple
and admiring its stones, Jesus draws attention to the troubled and
dramatic events that mark human history.  The Temple built by
human hands will pass away, like everything else in this world, but
it is important to be able to discern the times in which we live, in
order to remain disciples of the Gospel even amid the upheavals
of history.

To show us the path to such discernment, the Lord offers us two
exhortations: beware that you are not led astray and bear witness.

The first thing that Jesus says to those listening to him, who are
concerned about the “when” and the “how” of the terrifying events
of which he speaks, is: “Beware that you are not led astray; for
many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and ‘The time is
near!’ Do not go after them” (Lk 21:8). He then adds: “When you
hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified” (v. 9). This is
consoling especially in the present time. But what does Jesus mean
by not letting ourselves be led astray? He means avoiding the
temptation to interpret dramatic events in a superstitious or
catastrophic way, as if we are now close to the end of the world
and it is useless to commit ourselves to doing good. If we think in
this way, we let ourselves be guided by fear, and we may end up
looking for answers with morbid curiosity in the ever-present
chicanery of magic or horoscopes – today many Christians go visit
magicians; they consult horoscopes as if they were the voice of
God. Or again, we rely on some last-minute “messiah” who peddles
wild theories, usually conspiratorial and full of doom and gloom –
conspiratorial theories are bad, they cause us a lot of harm. The
Spirit of the Lord is not to be found in such approaches: nor is he
found by going to a “guru” or in the conspiratorial spirit; the Lord is
not there. Jesus warns us: “Beware that you are not led astray”.
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Do not be gullible or fearful, but learn how to interpret events with
the eyes of faith, certain that by remaining close to God “not a hair
of your head will perish” (v. 18).

If human history is filled with dramatic events, situations of suffering,
wars, revolutions and disasters, it is also true, Jesus tells us, that
that is not the end of the world (cf. v. 9). It is not a good reason for
letting ourselves be paralyzed by fear or for yielding to the defeatism
of those who think that everything is lost and that it is useless to
take an active part in life. A disciple of the Lord should not yield to
resignation or give in to discouragement, even in the most difficult
situations, for our God is the God of resurrection and hope, who
always raises up: with him we can lift up our gaze and begin anew.
Christians, then, in the face of trials – whatever cultural, historical
or personal trial – ask: “What is the Lord saying to us through this
moment of crisis?” – me too, I ask myself the same question today:
What is the Lord saying to us, especially in the midst of this third
world war? What is the Lord saying to us? And when evil events
occur that give rise to poverty and suffering, the Christian asks:
“What good can I concretely do?” Do not run away, ask yourself
the question: What is the Lord saying to me and what good can I
do?

It is not by chance that Jesus’ second exhortation, after “do not be
led astray”, is positive. He says: “This will give you an opportunity
to testify” (v. 13).  An opportunity to testify. I want to emphasize
this fine word: opportunity. It means having the chance to do
something good, starting from our situation in life, even when it is
not ideal. It is a skill typically Christian not to be a victim of everything
that happens – a Christian is not a victim, and the psychology of
victimhood is not good, it is harmful – but to seize the opportunity
that lies hidden in everything that befalls us, the good – however
small – that can come about even from negative situations.  Every
crisis is a possibility and offers opportunities for growth. Every
crisis is an openness to the presence of God, openness to
humanity. But what does the spirit of evil want us to do? He wants
us to turn crisis into conflict, and conflict is always closed in, without
a horizon; a dead-end. No. Let us experience a crisis like human
persons, like Christians, let us not turn it into conflict, because
every crisis is a possibility and offers opportunities for growth. We
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realize this if we think back on our own history: in life, often our
most important steps forward were taken in the midst of certain
crises, in situations of trial, loss of control or insecurity. Then we
understand the words of encouragement that Jesus today speaks
directly to me, to you, to each one of us: when you see troubling
events all around you, while wars and conflicts are on the rise,
while earthquakes, famines and plagues are happening, what are
you to do; what do I do? Do you distract yourself in order not to
think about it? Do you amuse yourself in order not to get involved?
Do you turn away in order not to see? Do you take the road of
worldliness, of not being proactive and of not taking care of these
dramatic situations? Do you simply resign yourself to what is
happening? Or do these situations become opportunities to bear
witness to the Gospel? Each one of us should ask himself or herself:
in the midst of these calamities, in the midst of this terrible third
world war, in the midst of hunger affecting many people, especially
children: can I spend my money, my life and its meaning without
being courageous and moving forward?

Brothers and sisters, on this World Day of the Poor God’s word is
a forceful admonition to break through that inner deafness, which
we all suffer from, and which prevents us from hearing the stifled
cry of pain of the frailest. Nowadays we too live in troubled societies
and are witnesses, as the Gospel told us, to scenes of violence –
we only have to think about the cruelty that the people of Ukraine
are experiencing – injustice and persecution; in addition, we must
face the crisis generated by climate change and the pandemic,
which has left in its wake not only physical, but also psychological,
economic and social maladies. Even now, brothers and sisters,
we see peoples rising up against peoples and we witness with
trepidation the vast expansion of conflicts and the calamity of war,
which causes the death of so many innocent people and multiplies
the poison of hatred. Today also, much more than in the past,
many of our brothers and sisters, sorely tested and disheartened,
migrate in search of hope, and many people experience insecurity
due to the lack of employment or unjust and undignified working
conditions. Today too, the poor pay the heaviest price in any crisis.
Yet if our heart is deadened and indifferent, we cannot hear their
faint cry of pain, we cannot cry with them and for them, we cannot
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see how much loneliness and anguish also lie hidden in the
forgotten corners of our cities. We have to go the corners of the
cities, for in these hidden and dark corners we see great misery
and pain and abject poverty.

Let us take to heart the clear and unmistakable summons in the
Gospel not to be led astray.  Let us not listen to prophets of doom.
Let us not be enchanted by the sirens of populism, which exploit
people’s real needs by facile and hasty solutions. Let us not follow
the false “messiahs” who, in the name of profit, proclaim recipes
useful only for increasing the wealth of a few, while condemning
the poor to the margins of society. Instead, let us bear witness. Let
us light candles of hope in the midst of darkness. Amid dramatic
situations, let us seize opportunities to bear witness to the Gospel of
joy and to build a fraternal world, or at least a bit more fraternal. Let
us commit ourselves courageously to justice, the rule of law and
peace, and stand always at the side of the weakest. Let us not step
back to protect ourselves from history, but strive to give this moment
of history, which we are experiencing, a different face.

How do we find the strength for all this?  In the Lord.By trusting in
God our Father, who watches over us. If we open our hearts to
him, he will strengthen within us the capacity to love. This is the
way: to grow in love. Indeed, after describing scenarios of violence
and terror, Jesus concludes by saying, “Not a hair of your head will
perish” (v. 18). But what does this mean? It means that he is with
us; he walks with us to guide us. Do I have this conviction? Are you
convinced that the Lord walks with you? We should always repeat
this to ourselves, especially at times of greatest trouble: God is a
Father, and he is at my side. He knows and loves me; he does not
sleep, but watches over me and cares for me. If I stay close to him,
not a hair of my head will perish. And how do I respond to this? By
looking at our brothers and sisters in need; by looking at the throw
away culture that discards the poor and people with few possibilities;
a culture that discards the old and unborn… by looking at all of
them; as a Christian, what should I do in this moment?

Since he loves us, let us resolve to love him in the most abandoned
of his children. The Lord is there. There is an old tradition, even in
some Italian regions, and I am sure some people still follow it:
leaving an empty chair for the Lord at the Christmas dinner, and
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believing that he will surely come knocking at the door in the person
of a poor person in need. Does your heart have a space for such
persons?  Is there a place in my heart for such people? Or are we
too busy attending to our friends, attending social events and other
engagements which will never let us have a space for such people.
Let us care for the poor, in whom we find Jesus, who became
poor for our sake (cf. 2 Cor 8:9). He identifies with the poor. Let
us feel challenged to care for them, lest even a hair of their head
perish. Let us not be content, like the people in the Gospel, to
admire the beautiful stones of the temple, while failing to recognize
God’s true temple, our fellow men and women, especially the
poor, in whose face, in whose history, in whose wounds, we
encounter Jesus. He told us so.  Let us never forget it.

–––––––––

Many Many Happy Returns of the Day &  Happy Feast
 To you, Dear Fathers

The Days To Remember

D
E
C
E
M
B
E
R

Fr. Balashowry Duggimpudi

Fr. ShowriBabu Sanaboyina 3 Feast Day

Fr. Balashowry Saragadam

Fr. Varghese Chaparath

Fr. Pallati Ajay

Fr. Velangini Sekhar Sabbavarapu 15 Birthday

Fr. Thomas Pullickal 18 Ordination Day

Fr. Varghese Kollamparambil 24 Birthday

Fr. Varghese Kollamparambil 24 Ordination Day

Fr. Jesudas Mycherla

Fr. T. Yesu

Fr. Stephen Gorantla 26 Feast Day

Fr. Sridhar Arikathota 27 Birthday

Fr. John Prakash Jonnada 27 Feast Day

8    Birthday

25  Feast Day
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SANGEETHOTHSAVAM

We the Vizag Catholic Youth Movement Organized
Sangeethothsam  on the eve of the feast of St. Cecilia, the Patron
Saint of Musicians and Singers at St. Peter’s Cathedral,
Gnanapuram on 17th November 2022. There was Holy Eucharistic
Celebration presided over by Rev. Fr. Vijay Bhasker, The City Youth
Co-ordinator wherein he gave a beautiful message saying that all
the singers are angels on earth singing glory to God hence there
should not be any disputes among them. The programme was
commenced with the lighting of the Lamp by His Rev. Fr. John
Prakash, The Chancellor of the Archdiocese and other Dignitaries.

The Portrait of St. Cecilia was honoured with a garland by Rev. Fr.
Vijay Bhasker. There were around 18 parishes from Vishakha Urban
Deanery who participated in this Singing Programme with around
200 Participants and 300 above spectators. On this Occasion we
also Felicitated Mr. DusiSimharayalugaru – The Choir Master of
Seethammadhara and Mr. Betha Ravi Kiran – The Musician from
Ganapuram parish, who have contributed their life in praising God

PPPPPASTORAL CENTREASTORAL CENTREASTORAL CENTREASTORAL CENTREASTORAL CENTRE
News
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GnanaJyothi  Bible  Exam
As every year, this year too many participated in the GnanaJyothi
Bible exam in all categories across the diocese. All the parish
priests have taken a keen interest in conducting the bible exam
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in their respective parishes. Approximately, more than one
thousand participants have attempted in the exam. The results
will be out soon and the winners will be awarded. At this juncture
I would like to thank all the parish priests who made this event
possible. It is very interesting to see that even the oldest persons
in the parish and physically abled persons too wrote the exam.
Thanks to each and every participant who wrote this exam. Our
main aim as Jyothirmai Society is to foster interest in the bible
knowledge.

–––––––––––––––––

2nd SPL Sophia Premiere (Cricket) League - 2022

We are happy to announce that
we have successufully
completed the second year of
the inter-parish Cricket league
in collaboration with Sophia
College. A dream come true for
most of our young boys who
wanted such platform to come
up together in sporting spirit.
The league was inaugurated by
Rev. Fr. Balashowry SDB, The



25

Director of Navajeevan. Total twelve teams from different parishes
are participating in this tournament. It was The centre of attraction
is the twelfth  team that comprises all the young priests of our
diocese who gave a tough fight in the knockout match against
Maharanipeta. All the teams are playing professionally and thanks
to our youth executive members esp. Ajay, Anil and Issac and
others who took so much pain to arrange everything. At this outset
I would like to thank Rev. Fr. Sivvam Vijay Bhasker, the Principal
of Sophia College who accepted our request to host and sponsor
the tournament. Final match was between Pendurthi who gave a
tough fight agaist Maharani peta. The Nail biting Match was Tied
and in the Super Over Maharanipeta Boys could with stand the
pressure and win the cup.



26

Teachers’ Christmas on December 11th

I am happy to inform you all that this year in collaboration with
the pastoral centre director Rev. Fr. ArjiPrakash, we have
reformulated the Teachers’ Guild. Very recently we had a meeting
with the In-chargers of the education department of major
congregations in our archdiocese and planed about different
activities in our institutions

As all of us are aware that every year we have Teachers’
Christmas but due to unavoidable situations we could not for
the past two years. This year we will be having Teachers’
Christmas on Sunday,11th December from 9:30AM to 4PM
KristhuJayanthi School, Maharanipeta. Morning session will
be Holy Rosary, Talk, Confessions and Holy Mass followed by
lunch. In the afternoon session we will be having singing
completion, Bible Quiz (book of Genesis and Catechism), cultural
program etc. and conclude with cake cutting and tea at 4 PM.
Each participant is expected to pay Rs 300/- as registration fee.

All catholic teachers working in our educational institutions,
government and private schools within the city are expected to
attend this program which will be a spiritual preparation for
Christmas. So, I humbly request all the heads of the institutions
and parish priests to encourage the teachers to participate in
this program and benefit from it. Please let us know the number
of participants from each school/parish so that we can make
the arrangements accordingly.

This year we are planning for a BIBLE Exhibition in the month of
January and all our educational institutions in the Vizag urban
deanery are expected to participate in it and a detailed information
regarding this program, themes, venue, etc., will be informed
very soon.

I thank you all in anticipation for your whole hearted cooperation.

Fr. P. Ratna Kumar,
Secretary, Education Commission,

Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam.
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Nurse Christmas on December 17th

One Day Christmas Celebration in Pastoral Centre Exclusively
for all the Catholic Doctors/Nurses/Students/ and those who are
involved in the Medical Department… Requesting you to announce
in the Church and send them for this Spiritual Preparation to
welcome Baby Jesus.

I am very glad to inform you that we are organizing one day
Christmas Celebrations exclusively for all the Catholics, who
are involved in the Medical Department in Visakhapatnam Urban
Deanery, on Saturday, 17th December at Pastoral Centre, from
9AM to 4PM. This is to renew our Faith and to prepare oneself to
receive Baby Jesus whole Heartedly. So we request you to
announce in the church and to encourage them to Participate in
the beautiful event which was not conducted for the last two years
due to Covid situations.

––––––––––––

City Youth Christmas on December 18th

Dear fathers, As you know, Youth is the strength of our Church.
Youth can do many wonders if we can channel them properly. So
this year we are very happy to invite you for the ‘City Youth
Christmas’, to be held on 18thof December atKristhuJayanthi
E.M. School, Maharanipeta, vizag. We heartily welcome you
for the celebration and we ask for your support and cooperation
in sending and encouraging your youth and in making this
celebration a grand success. So, kindly sendyouth members
(Min.20) from your parish, along with your letter (your letter is
mandatary). Thank you in advance. I also ask your benevolence
to support us by sponsoring some item like entry fee of your youth/
food/ snacks & drinks/ trophies / sound and light etc because the
programme is going to be costing around 1 Lakh or more.

We are conducting both online and off-line competitions this year.
Online competitions are conducted keeping in mind The Theme
of World Youth Day “Mary Arose and went with Haste” (Lk 1:39).
So please encourage your youth to partake in both, the online
(Photography, Elocution, Short Film and Tableau) and offline (Bible
Quiz, Group Singing, Group Dancing, Half minute – Rapid Dance



28

and Fancy Dress) competitions. I wish you a Happy Christmas
and New Year in advance.

Programme of the Day is as follows:

09.00 Registration (fee 100/- per one person)

09.30 Christmas Carol singing (city youth choir), confessions

10.00 Holy Mass by Rt. Rev. Fr. D. Balashowry, VG
12.30 Photo session/ Lunch

01.00 Cultural Competitions
- Lighting the Lamp
- Inaugural Ceremony (Speech by DYD)
- Group Singing
- Dance (group)
- Bible Quiz (Book of Exodus & Catechism)
- Fancy Dress (Characters in the bible by each Parish)
- Half minute Rapid Dance

04.00 Prize Distribution & Message by His Grace, Mallavarapu
Prakash, the Archbishop

04.30 Cake Cutting / Disperse.

LET  US  PRAY
The Holy Father’s prayer intention:

FOR VOLUNTEER NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANISATIONS

We Pray that volunteer non-profit organisations committed to
human develop-ment find people dedicated to the common good
and ceaselessly seek our new paths to international cooperation.
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Presentation of village camp at

VENGAPURAM BY NIRMALA SISTERS

“Mission is a Passion for Jesus and at the same time a passion
for his people.” Pope Francis

On 13th September 2022 we were accompanied by Rev. Fr.
Dominic Savio the parish priest of Vengapuram to reach his parish.
The parish church in Vengapuram named after Mary the Mother
of God which is located amidst of greenery and blessed with 19
villages. The mission in Vengapuram is splendid and fabulous.
The proclamation in the villages of the parish, created exuberance
and conviction in our hearts, where we felt that we could fulfil the
charism of our MSI family to its fullness. It is a mission is to conform
ourselves evermore to Jesus. We were asked to make
preparations for the sacraments of first Holy Communion and
Confirmation. In concoct of Sacraments we visited the following
villages viz. Vengapuram, Gongadavalasa, Barli, Chakarapalli,
Pakki, Padmaivalasa, Mirthivalasa, Palagara, Thumaraada,
Janardhanavalasa, Ampavalli, Narayanapuram, Chilakalapalli,
Baljipeta, Pedapinki, Bairapuram, Chellimpeta and Mariapuram.

On 4th October 2022 the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, Rev. Fr.
Balashowry Reddy, the Vicar General of Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam along with 8 other priests administered the
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sacrament in Suvarnamukhi Mary Matha Shrine which is placed
on the bank of Suvarnamukhi River. On this propitious day 127
people received the Sacrament of Confirmation. They were sealed
with the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit and also 30 children
received the First Holy Communion. Their hearts were throbbing
with happiness as they received Jesus for the first time. After the
celebration we were directed to go to the villages once again to
encourage and motivate the Legion of Mary and the youth. During
the visit to the villages we also had a privilege to introduce
Missionary Rosary and created awareness in them about the five
continents and five colours of the mission. They all were very
eager to know about the missionary rosary and its significance.
They co-operated with us well and participated in it enthusiastically.

We put our thoughts in words as we express our gratitude to
Rev. Fr. Dominic Savio for taking care of us during our stay at
Vengapuram for these two months. He encouraged and supported
us by his guidelines and prayers. We predominantly take this
golden shot to thank Rev. Fr. ArjiPrakash for granting us this
possibility and his prayerful accompaniment to carry out our
mission successfully. We gladly remember the people of
Vengapuram Parish and all the substations for their love, care
and concern towards us during our stay over there. May the love
of Jesus be spread and His presence be felt through our ministry.

Bouquets of thanks to all.
Nirmala Sisters, Seethammadhara

–––––––––––––––

Report of Camping Sisters at
Yerrasamanthavalasa by Sisters of St. Joseph of Annecy

“We give thanks to you O Lord for you are good, wonderful and
your mighty hand was at work with us.”

We the sisters of St. Joseph of Annecy, thank God for all the
blessings that we received during our stay from (Oct 15th –Nov
28th) in Yerasamanthavalasa. It was on the fine noon day on 15th

of Oct, we reached  yerasamanthavalasa , which is the border of
Andhra Pradesh and Orissa. Fr. JeevanBabu, the parish priest,
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CTC sisters and parishners gave a warm welcome and they
expressed their joy in receiving us. We were accommodated in
the convent. We were happy to know that the parish is bearing
the name of CHRIST THE KING. We were also informed that
the parish has 14 substations.

Fr.Jeevanbabu asked us to take the classes on faith formation
for all those who had rectification of marriages recently and
catechism classes for small children and prepare them for
Baptisms and 1st Holy Communion. We were indeed happy to
take catechism classes regularly in the evenings for children,
youth and adults. We had Mission Sunday celebration on 24th

October. The day started with Holy Eucharist and after the mass
the stalls were put up by each village. We also took part in the
mission Sunday celebration by conducting games for the children
and adults.
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We started our busy schedule in preparing for the coming
celebration that is the 1st Anniversary of KRISTHU RAJU
PUNYAKSHTHRAM. We helped the parish priest in all the
activities regarding the feast. There were 3 Novena days from
Non 16th to 18th. On 19th the celebration began with welcoming
the main celebrant Rev. Fr. John Prakash, the clergy and the
assembly with Dhimsa dance from the road to the foot of the hill.
Then the Inauguration of the Statue of OUR LADY OF SORROWS
took place by Rev. Fr. John Prakash. All the neighbouring
parishners from far and wide came to visit the Shrine and took
part in the Holy Eucharist. It was a great gathering on the Hill.
People were crowded. Towards evening there was procession
from Panasabadra village to Kristhu Raju Punyakshthram and
followed by Eucharistic Adoration. At 6’0 clock we had BURA
KADHA by Noojiveedu group, based on the topic JOSEPH AND
HIS RULE IN EGYPT.

Nov 22nd was a great and a memorable day for us because
around 16 children took the sacrament of baptism. We were
happy to welcome them into the community of the Catholic
Church and the parents expressed their joy to bring their children
closer to God by baptism. As the parish church is named after
the CHRIST THE KING, the feast was held on 26th of Nov. There
were 3 days of novena started with much devotion before the
feast. On the 1st day there was Eucharistic procession, so the
whole village was decorated with lights and 12 altars were
prepared in the streets of Yerasamanthavalasa and there were
short reflections and solemn blessing in every street. The day
ended with the Holy Mass.

November 26th, was the day of joy and festal mood. Rev. Fr. Bala
Showry, the Vicar General was the main celebrant along with
him were 9 priests to co- celebrate the Holy Mass. From one
kilometre far the parishners along with parish priest welcomed
them with traditional tribal dance, after that with entrance dance
there was procession to the Altar. On that day 21 children
received Jesus for the first time into their hearts. It was a great
challenge for us to prepare them. Though they had the desire to
receive the communion, they were slow in learning, but we made
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a point to prepare them well for the 1st Holy Communion. We
also take this opportunity to mention that Fr. Jeevanbabu released
an entrance hymn before, Christ the king feast and asked us to
do choreography for the entrance hymn and we did it.

We express our heartfelt gratitude to Rev.Fr. JeevanBabu, the
parish priest who was a great inspiration to work for the people.
He supported us with his prayers and took every care possible
for us and made our stay a memorable one. We express our
gratitude to CTC sisters who welcomed and accommodated us.
We thank the people of that village who accepted us as their
own family members and took care of us.

------------------

NEE THODU SOCIETY
In today’s society the people of transgender or hijra community
face many problems and a lot of discrimination. They are looked
down upon by their parents and everywhere in the society. This
is due to the lack of awareness among the people about this
transgender or hijra community, about the people and their
problems. The main reason for this is the idea that transgender
people earn money by begging people on the streets or sell their
bodies for money. In developed countries like America, people
like this allow them to live with them without any prejudices or
rivalries. The reason for this is that they think rationally. But in
our country, the transgender community continues to be looked
down upon in our society. In such circumstances they see no
other way than to find wrong ways of living. 

In such circumstances, On 05-11-2022 a voluntary service
organization called “Nee Thodu Society” was started by Salvatorian
sisters congregation at Muralinagar community, to empower the
transgender community. It was started as a Non Government
Organization on 05-11-2022, Saturday by Rev. Fr. John Prakash,
Chancellor of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese will pray for the society
and have the grand opening (Ribbon cutting) of the block set
apart for the upliftment of transgenders. Rev. Sr. Anthonila
Kanaparthi, Regional Superior will unveil the Logo of the society.
Assistant Director for the senior citizen differently abled and
transgender person department, Shri T. Subbireddy attended the
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inauguration ceremony of this organisation as the chief guest.
He has gave a speech on government schemes for the
transgender persons. Rev. Fr. Rajasekhar, Parish priest of
Muralinagar, and 12 leaders of the Transgender community in
Visakhapatnam are also invited for the ceremony. 

It is especially helpful to the people of transgender or hijra
community and works on behalf of the government to ensure that
they get the results of the schemes they are supposed to get.
The Director and founder of this institution is Sr. Amitha Polimetla.
She is working through “Nee Thodu Society” to help the transgender
community and stand by them. This charity works to provide
livelihood to transgender people by training them in vocational
fields. For this, many government representatives and non-
governmental organisations are providing support to this
organisation.  Sr. AmithaPolimetla has been continuing her studies
on the one hand and on the other hand she has been providing
her support to the transgender community in the way she sees fit. 

This new institution was started for the upliftment of the
marginalised and weaker sections of the society. This NGO aims
to create awareness in the society to bring back the lost human
dignity in our society, to accompany transgender people in their
journey of empowerment and to prevent children running away
from their families due to transgender issues, to remove the
discrimination they face. The organization runs programs such
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as helping them get their entitlements from the government,
counseling family members to accept transgender people to live
together in their families, providing alternative livelihood
opportunities by providing skill or vocational training and to stop
begging and sex working.

Sr. AmithaPolimetla who is working hard for a great change in
the society by making the people aware of the transgender people
and the problems they are facing and giving right direction to the
parents and the people is really appreciated. We sincerely wish
them many more successes in achieving their ambitions through
this organisation.

---------------

First Profession Ceremony of Novices
Sister's of St. Ann, Luzern - on 21st  Nov 2022

Vocation is a free gift of God
and the response to the call is
also totally free. In response
to this precious call 23 of our
Second Year Novices came
forward to surrender their lives
to the Lord on 21st November
2022 and became religious
sisters in the Congregation of
the Sisters of St. Ann Luzern.
The solemn ceremony of the
First Profession as well as the
Eucharistic Celebration was
officiated by Most. Rev.
VijayakumarRayarala, Bishop
of Srikakulam Diocese, in the
presence of the Major
Superiors, Priests, Religious,
and their parents and
relatives. We the Sisters of St.

Ann, Luzern thank God the gift of  them to our Congregation and
pray for them to become beckons of light in this challenging world,
clinging to Jesus like a creeper to the Rock. May God bless them!
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
Saint Peter’s Square

Wednesday, 5 October 2022

Catechesis On Discernment:

4. The elements of discernment. Self-knowledge

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

Let us continue to explore the theme of discernment. Last time we
considered prayer, understood as familiarity and confidence with
God, as an indispensable element. Prayer, not like parrots, but as
familiarity and confidence with God; the prayer of children to their
Father; prayer with an open heart. We saw this in the last catechesis.
Today I would like, in an almost complementary way, to emphasize
that good discernment also requires self-knowledge. Knowing
oneself. And this is not easy. Indeed, discernment involves our
human faculties: memory, intellect, will, affections. Often, we do not
know how to discern because we do not know ourselves well
enough, and so we do not know what we really want. You have
often heard: “But that person, why doesn’t he sort out his life? He
has never known what he wants...”. Without getting to that extreme,
but it happens to us too that we do not know clearly what we want,
we do not know ourselves well.

Underlying spiritual doubts and vocational crises, there is not
infrequently insufficient dialogue between religious life and our
human, cognitive and affective dimension. A writer on spirituality
noted how many difficulties on the theme of discernment are
indicative of problems of another kind, that should be recognized
and explored. This author writes: “I have come to the conviction
that the greatest obstacle to true discernment (and to real growth in
prayer) is not the intangible nature of God, but the fact that we do
not know ourselves sufficiently, and do not even want to know
ourselves as we really are. Almost all of us hide behind a mask, not
only in front of others, but also when we look in the mirror” (cf.
Thomas H. Green, Weeds Among the Wheat, 1984). We all have
the temptation to wear a mask, even in front of ourselves.

Forgetting God’s presence in our life goes hand in hand with our
ignorance of ourselves — ignoring God and ignoring ourselves —
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 ignorance of our personality traits and of our deepest desires.

Knowing oneself is not difficult, but it is laborious: it entails patient
soul-searching. It requires the capacity to stop, to “deactivate the
autopilot”, to acquire awareness of our way of acting, of the feelings
that dwell within us, of the recurrent thoughts that condition us, and
often unconsciously. It also requires that we distinguish between
emotions and spiritual faculties. “I feel” is not the same as “I am
convinced”; “I feel like” is not the same as “I want”. Thus, we come
to recognize that the view we have of ourselves and of reality is at
times somewhat distorted. To realize this is a grace! Indeed, very
often it can happen that erroneous convictions about reality, based
on past experiences, strongly influence us, limiting our freedom to
strive for what really matters in our lives.

Living in the computer age, we know how important it is to know
passwords in order to get into programmes where the most personal
and valuable information is stored. But spiritual life, too, has its
“passwords”: there are words that touch our heart because they
make reference to what we are most sensitive to. The tempter, that
is, the devil, knows these key words well, and it is important that we
know them too, so as not to find ourselves where we do not want to
be. Temptation does not necessarily suggest bad things, but often
haphazard things, presented with excessive importance. In this way
it hypnotizes us with the attraction that these things stir in us, things
that are beautiful but illusory, that cannot deliver what they promise,
and therefore leave us in the end with a sense of emptiness and
sadness. That sense of emptiness and sadness is a sign that we
have embarked on paths that were not right, that disoriented us.
They can be, for example, degrees, careers, relationships, all things
that are in themselves praiseworthy, but towards which, if we are
not free, we risk harbouring unreal expectations, such as
confirmation of our worth. For example, when you think of a study
you are undertaking, do you think only of promoting yourself, of
your own interests, or also to serve the community? There, one
can see the intentionality of each one of us. The greatest suffering
often comes from this misunderstanding because none of those
things can be the guarantee of our dignity.

This is why, dear brothers and sisters, it is important to know
ourselves, to know the passwords of our heart, what we are most
sensitive to, in order to protect ourselves from those who present
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themselves with persuasive words to manipulate us, but also to
recognize what is truly important for us, distinguishing it from
current fads or flashy, superficial slogans. Many times, what is
said in a television programme, in some advertisement, touches
our hearts and makes us go that way without freedom. Be careful
about that: am I free, or do I let myself be swayed by the feelings
of the moment, or the provocations of the moment?

An aid in this is an examination of conscience, but I am not talking
about the examination of conscience that we all do when we go to
confession, no. That is: “But I sinned in this, that...”. No. A general
examination of conscience of the day: what happened in my heart
during this day? “Lots of things happened...”. Which? Why? What
traces did they leave in my heart? Carrying out an examination of
conscience, that is, the good habit of calmly rereading what
happened during our day, learning to note in our evaluations and
choices what we give most importance to, what we are looking for
and why, and what we eventually find. Above all, learning to
recognize what satisfies my heart. What satisfies my heart? For
only the Lord can give us confirmation of what we are worth. He
tells us this every day from the cross: he died for us, to show us
how precious we are in his eyes. There is no obstacle or failure
that can prevent his tender embrace. The examination of
conscience helps a great deal, because in this way we see that
our heart is not a road where everything passes without us knowing
about it. No. To see: what passed by today? What happened?
What made me react? What made me sad? What made me joyful?
What was bad, and did I harm others? It is about seeing the path
our feelings took, the attractions in my heart during the day. Don’t
forget! The other day we talked about prayer. Today we are talking
about self-awareness.

Prayer and self-knowledge enable us to grow in freedom. This is to
grow in freedom! These are basic elements of Christian existence,
precious elements for finding one’s place in life. Thank you.

------------

Wednesday, 12 October 2022

5.  The elements of discernment. The desire
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

In these catecheses we are reviewing the elements of discernment.
After prayer and self-knowledge, that is, praying and knowing



39

oneself, today I would like to talk about another indispensable, so
to speak, “ingredient”: today I would like to talk about desire. In fact,
discernment is a form of searching, and searching always stems
from something which we lack but which we somehow know — we
have intuition.

What kind of knowledge is this? Spiritual teachers refer to it using
the term “desire”, which, fundamentally, is a nostalgia for fullness
that never finds complete fulfilment, and is the sign of God’s
presence in us. Desire is not the craving of the moment, no. The
Italian word, [desiderio ], comes from a very beautiful Latin term,
this is curious: de-sidus, literally “lack of the star”. Desire is the lack
of the star, the lack of the reference point that orients the path of
life; it evokes a suffering, a lack, and at the same time a tension to
reach the good that we are missing. Desire, then, is the compass to
understand where I am and where I am going; or rather, it is the
compass to understand if I am still or if I am moving; a person who
never desires is a static person, perhaps ill, almost dead. It is the
compass to know if I am moving or if I am standing still. And how is
it possible to recognize it?

Let us think, a sincere desire knows how to deeply touch  the chords
of our being, which is why it is not extinguished in the face of
difficulties or setbacks. It is like when we are thirsty: if we do not
find something to drink, we do not give up; on the contrary, the
yearning increasingly occupies our thoughts and actions, until we
become willing to make any sacrifice in order to quench it — almost
obsessed. Obstacles and failures do not stifle  desire, no; on the
contrary, they make it even more alive in us.

Unlike a momentary craving or emotion, desire lasts through time,
even a long time, and tends to materialize. If, for example, a young
person wishes to become a doctor, he or she will have to embark
on a course of study and work that will occupy several years of his
or her life, and consequently will have to set limits, say “no” first of
all to other courses of study, but also to possible diversions and
distractions, especially during the most intense periods of study.
However, the desire to give his or her life a direction and to reach
that goal — to become a doctor was the example — enables him or
her to overcome these difficulties. Desire makes you strong, it makes
you courageous, it makes you keep going forward, because you
want to arrive at that: “I desire that”.
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In effect, a value becomes beautiful and more easily achievable
when it is attractive. As someone said, “more important than being
good is having the desire to become good”. Being good is something
attractive, we all want to be good, but do we have the wish to become
good?

It is striking that  before performing a miracle, Jesus often questions
the person about his or her desire: “Do you want to be healed?”.
And at times this question seems out of place; it is clear that the
person is sick! For example, when he meets the paralytic at the
pool of Bethesda, who had been there for many years and had
never managed to seize the right moment to get into the water,
Jesus asks him: “Do you want to be healed?” (Jn 5:6). But how
come? In reality, the paralytic’s answer reveals a series of strange
resistances to healing, which do not relate only to him. Jesus’
question was an invitation to bring clarity to his heart, to welcome a
possible leap forward: to no longer think of himself and his own life
“as a paralytic”, transported by others. But the man on the cot does
not seem so convinced of this. By engaging in dialogue with the
Lord, we learn to understand what we truly want  from our life. This
paralytic is the typical example of those who say, “Yes, yes, I want,
I want”, but then, “I don’t want, I don’t want, I won’t do anything”.
Wanting to do something becomes like an illusion and one does
not take the step to do it. Those people who want and don’t want.
This is bad, and that sick man, there for 38 years but always
grumbling: “No, you know, Lord, but you know when the waters
move — that is the moment of the miracle — you know, someone
stronger than me comes along, they enter, and I get there too late”,
and he complains and complains. But beware, because complaints
are a poison, a poison to the soul, a poison to life, because they
prevent the desire to go on from growing. Beware of complaints.
When we complain in the family, married couples complain, one
complains about the other, children about their father, or priests
about the bishop, or bishops about many other things… No, if you
find yourself grumbling, beware, it is almost a sin, because it keeps
desire from growing.

Often it is precisely desire which makes the difference between a
successful, coherent and lasting project, and the thousands of
ambitions and good intentions with which, as they say, “hell is
paved”: “Yes, I would like, I would like, I would like…”, but you do
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nothing. The era in which we live seems to promote maximum
freedom of choice, but at the same time it atrophies desire  — you
want to be satisfied continually — which is mostly reduced to the
desire of the moment. And we must be careful not to atrophy desire.
We are bombarded by a thousand proposals, projects, possibilities,
which risk distracting us and not permitting us to calmly evaluate
what we really want. Many times, we find people — let’s think about
young people for example — with their phone in their hand,
searching, looking… “But do you stop to think?” “No”. Always turned
outwards, towards the other. Desire cannot grow in this way; you
live in the moment, satiated in the moment, and desire does not
grow.

Many people suffer because they do not know what they want from
their lives; they have probably never gotten in touch with their deepest
desire, they have never known: “What do you want from your life?”
— “I don’t know”. Hence the risk of passing one’s existence between
attempts and expedients of various kinds, never getting anywhere,
and wasting precious opportunities. And so certain changes, though
desired in theory, when the opportunity arises are never
implemented; the strong desire to pursue something is lacking.

If the Lord were to ask us, today, for example, any one of us, the
question he asked the blind man in Jericho: “What do you want me
to do for you?” (Mk 10:51) — let us think that the Lord today asks
each one of us this: “What do you want me to do for you?” — how
would we answer? Perhaps we could finally ask him to help us know
His deepest desire, which God himself has placed in our heart: “Lord,
may I know my desires, may I be a woman, a man of great desires”.
Perhaps the Lord will give us the strength to make it come true. It is
an immense grace, the basis of all the others: to allow the Lord, as
in the Gospel, to work miracles for us: “Give us desire and make it
grow, Lord”.

Because he too has a great desire for us: to make us share in his
fullness of life. Thank you.

-------------------
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In Loving Memory of
Rev. Fr. Kizhakkayil Thomas MSFS

   The Congregation of the
Missionaries of St. Francis de

Sales and especially, the MSFS
Visakhapatnam Province,
express deep sorrow at the
sad demise of Rev. Fr.
Kizhakkayil Thomas MSFS.

Today we acknowledge with
gratitude all his selfless services

rendered to the Congregation and
the Church and to the Province of

Visakhapatnam in particular.

Rev. Fr. Kizhakkayil Thomas MSFS, was born on 16th January 1934
to pious catholic parents of Mr. Thomman and Annamma at Elangoy,
Vazhoor, Kerala. After completing his secondary education in
Vazhoor, Kerala, he joined the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales
at Mission Home, Palai in the year 1954. He did his Novitiate at
Salesianum, Visakhapatnam and made his first profession on 26th

April 1960. He completed his Philosophical studies in St. John’s
Seminary, Nellore, Andhra Pradesh. He completed his Theological
studies in JnanaDeepaVidyapeeth, Pune.  He was ordained Deacon
on 31st September 1962 in Fransalian Seminary, Pune and was
ordained a Priest on 21st September 1963.

Place of Ministry Designation Year

Holy Angels Church, Palakonda Asst. Parish Priest 1964-1968

R.C. Mission, Gnanapuram Asst. parish Priest 1968-1969

R.C. Mission, Bathili Parish Priest 1969-1970

R.C. Mission, Philipnagar Rector 1970-1972

R.C. Mission, Mangalapalem Parish Priest 1972-1977

R.C. Mission, Aruku Parish Priest 1977-1988

R.C. Mission, Palavalasa Parish Priest 1988-1996
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R.C. Mission, Pathapatnam Parish Priest 1996-2004

R.C. Mission, Sankili Parish Priest 2004-2006

R.C. Mission, Levidi Parish Priest 2006-2009

MSFS Community, Parchur Member 2009-2011

Christ the King Church, Mandadi Parish Priest 2011-2013

Stella Maris Member 2013-2016

R.C. Mission, Jaggampeta Superior and

Priest In-Charge 2016-2017

Stella Maris Member 2017-2018

R.C. Mission, Paderu Parish Priest 2018-2019

Stella Maris Retired 2019-2022

Rev. Fr. Kizhakkayil Thomas MSFS, entered into his eternal
abode on 13th November 2022. He served in the vineyard of the
Lord for the past 60 years as a Priest of God. He is man of
strong faith and commitment. He was a great missionary who
spent most of his life in the missions. He loved to work with the
people in the remote places giving them good news. He is also
a man of great kindness and generosity. He used to help the
poor in whatever way is possible. He used to make sure that
every day he gives 10 each rupee to the poor whom he meets
(He is lovingly known as 10 Rupayala Swami). He was happy
and cheerful Religious who had great love for God and concern
for the needy. He spent most of his life in the service of the
people in mission. He enjoyed good health all through his life
and never had any major sicknesses. For the past one month
he was not well and was admitted in St. Joseph’s Hospital. He
seemed to be recovering but could not return back. As the days
passed his health started deteriorating and he breathed his last
on 13th November 2022 at 6:10 pm. I express my deep
sentiments of condolences to all my confreres, Family members,
relatives, friends and well-wishers.

May the good Lord grant him eternal rest!

] ] ]
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NECROLOGY
“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

01-12-1917 Bro. Joseph Rannardmsfs, 75 years, died at Gnanapuram
01-12-1985 Fr. Anthony Juan, 88 years, died at Visakhapatnam
03-12-1871 Bro. Jean Pierre Piccotmsfs, 57 years, died at Aska, Orissa
03-12-1997 Fr. Mathew Nadackalmsfs, 90 years, died at Vizag
03-12-1912 Fr. BlasicDeleavalmsfs, 67 years, died at Juvigny, France
05-12-1943 Fr. Jules Rey, 64 years msfs, died at Viziangaram
06-12-1917 Fr. Francois Decompoixmsfs, 93 yrs, died at Malmesbury, U.K.
06-12-1960 Fr. Jean Grofortmsfs, 57 years, died at Visakhapatnam
08-12-1969 Fr. AntoneGuilerminmsfs, 47 years, died at Surada, Orissa
08-12-2014 Fr.MathewMundamattammsfs, 68 years, Hyderabad
10-12-1998 Fr. GantediMariadas, 50 years, died at Visakhapatnam
12-12-1983 Fr. Charles Polamarassettymsfs, 75 yrs, died at Visakhapatnam
12-12-2000 Fr. KakumanuRayanna (Guntur), died at Visakhapatnam
14-12-1976 Fr. Sebastian Puthuthundiyilmsfs, 73 years, died at Visakhapatnam
16-12-1899 Fr. Jerome Rebeiramsfs, 40 years, died at Visakhapatnam
18-12-1949 Bro. Paul Chauffatmsfs, 74 years, died at Florimont, Switzerland
21-12-1968 Bro. Lawrence Botha msfs, 80 years, died at Visakhapatnam
23-12-1925 Fr. Jacques Phulpinmsfs, 78 years, died at Fribourg, Switzerland
26-12-2010 Fr. George Pakkumalamsfs, 74 years, died at Trichur, Vadakkumcherry
29-12-1939 Fr. Jules Contatmsfs, 63 years, died at Visakhapatnam
31-12-1988 Fr. ElieMeynetmsfs, 83 years, died at Lausanne
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