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The Pastor Speaks …..
Faith in the Eternal Life to be lived !...

Christian families are engaged in the cleansing
and whitewashing or painting of the graves in
the cemeteries and get them ready for the solemn
blessing and offering of prayers for departed
souls on 2nd November, All Souls Day.  This is done with great
devotion. The cemeteries suddenly become very clean and
beautiful, catching the eye of all the people who pass by that
way.It is to commemorate the deceased family members and other
dear and near ones, and offer prayers on their behalf. The Christian
faithful are also encouraged to pay special visits to the cemeteries
and offer prayers during the month of November and these will
have special merits, plenary indulgences, for the benefit of the
departed souls. This annual feature is also a proclamation of what
the Christians understand and believe about life and its final
destiny: With death “life is changed not ended, and when this
earthly dwelling turns to dust, an eternal dwelling is made
ready for them in heaven.” (Preface one for the Dead).

1. There is eternal life and this conviction coming from Christian
faith is and should be the reason and motivation to live this life
here on earth. Weighed by the day-to-day cares of our bodily
existence and with all the variety of concerns that occupy our
minds and hearts, to think of eternal life is not easily possible.
One does not deny that there is life beyond death that lasts
forever but one lives as if all that matters is the here and now!
In the heart of hearts there will be that thought or awareness
that prompts or makes a person to face the question, “Is this
life here everything?” And when taught by the faith tradition
one belongs about life beyond this life, one is more conscious
that this life is only for a while. This leads a person to think of
what he/she should be and should keep doing in order to enter
or attain that life, a life that lasts forever! In the gospel we find
people raising this question before Our Lord Jesus, “Master,
What must I do to inherit eternal life” (Mk 10:17)?  For our own
life at present, it is necessary to think of two things concerning
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life eternal: i) Do I believe that there is eternal life, life beyond
this life here on earth that lasts for eternity? ii) What must I do
(or I should not do) in order to inherit or attain that eternal life…?
Our involvement in the day-to-day life with all the responsibilities
and obligations we do not or cannot be occupied every moment
with these questions though they are important. These
questions are not only important but are crucial and necessary
as these help in determining the way we think of life and the
way we live. These questions also help us in the process of
prioritization of what and how we want to be or we need to be.
(The answer to these questions will be there in the deeper
crevices of our heart acting as “catalyst,” directing and guiding
our everyday life.) Our Christian Faith, the Scriptures,
teachings, commandments and statutes provide help to be
clear about what and how we have to be in order to attain the
ultimate goal of life, eternal life!

2. We Christian Believers are reminded constantly about our
being pilgrims: Round the year all our faith celebrations,
especially the frequently celebrated Holy Eucharist and other
Sacraments, keep proclaiming about our salvation in Jesus
Christ, the Incarnate Son of God. We are saved through the
“death and resurrection” of Jesus Christ. This is the paschal
mystery, ‘dying and rising’ of Jesus Christ and we believe that
every “baptized person” dies and rises with Jesus Christ. It is
the new life in Christ into which we are brought into. We are
still in the bodily life like other fellow human beings but with
this difference, “we are graced human beings,” in the sense
that we are blessed with new life in Christ, the life that leads
to eternal life: “we are persons who have died and have risen
with Jesus Christ.” Though we continue to live in the bodily
sphere of life we are called to live with the awareness that this
body will actually die and decay but the life received in and
through Christ will last for eternity: “I believe in the life
everlasting. Thus, we live as pilgrims who are on their way to
the ‘everlasting’ life. In addition to this we are also blessed
with the assurance in Jesus Christ that our body which is “dust
and will have to go back to dust,” will be raised on the “last
day.” All these matters are part and parcel of our Christian
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faith that we daily or frequently proclaim and celebrate.
Remembering the “dead” during the Holy Mass, on the
occasion of death of our near and dear ones or when we
observe “death anniversary” of our dear ones, etc. are other
occasions when we consciously recall to our heart our faith in
the eternal life and remind ourselves that we have to
understand and live our life in the light of this faith.

3. Christian Faith and hope in the eternal life imply a
spirituality and a morality to live by: One cannot say that he
or she believes something and lives a life that goes contrary
to what one claims to believe. This would mean either one
does not actually believe or one is not able to live or does not
want to subscribe to all the demands of the faith. For us
Christians, the Holy Bible, the Word of God, the teachings of
the Church provide sufficiently the guidelines and directions
to live our Christian life. These are in the form of Instructions,
commandments, laws, statutes, creedal formulae, and official
doctrinal teachings of the Church. More particularly, it is Jesus
Christ and the Good News of the Kingdom, His call to each
Christian believer to discipleship, His repeated insistence on
following the Commandment of love – love God and love thy
neighbor, His teachings about the passing value of riches and
wealth, etc., provide a vision of life and the way to live one’s
life here on earth. More importantly, for those who want to
follow Him as his disciples, Jesus Christ’s life while he lived
as “Son of God made flesh,” Jesus of Nazareth, is the model
and pattern of life. In other words, a disciple of Jesus has to
be like the Master, imitating him and His way of life in relation
to “God the Father” and in relation to “fellow human beings:”
a total obedience to the Will of God the Father, compassionate
and merciful, just and truthful disposition in relation to the
neighbor. All this means, an orderly living, guided by a set of
spiritual and moral values and principles, drawn from the Word
of God and the teachings of the Church. This means, adopting
a way of life that bears witness to what one believes and what
one is expected to be as a disciple-believer of Jesus Christ!
In that life one has to be free from sin, sin by commission and
sin by omission. In the 25th chapter of the Gospel according
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Saint Mathew, this is the lesson that is taught, the righteous
are welcomed into eternal and the un-righteous are condemned
to eternal damnation.

Conclusion: Let us renew our faith in the Risen Christ.  For, It is
in His death and resurrection that we have the assurance that
there will be the “resurrection of the dead” for all those who are
united with Him through faith. Throughout the month of November,
for that matter right through the year, we pray for the departed
souls, offering prayers and Holy Masses. It is not just a tradition
that we follow but that is we are convinced through faith. Our
minds bombarded by the secular trends of thinking and positivistic
thinking that makes us doubt what is not within the sphere of
“touch-and-feel.” Our younger generation is challenged even more
to believe that there is life beyond this life, that there is eternal
life, and that there is the resurrection of the dead. As a community
of believers we have to help such doubting or confused people!

“Now, if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can
someone say that there is no resurrection of the dead? Bur if there
is resurrection of the dead, then; Christ has not been raised, then,
If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and
your faith is in vain… If Christ has not been raised, your faith is
futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen
asleep in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped
in Christ, we are of all men most pitied. But, infact Christ has been
raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen
asleep…” (1Cor 15: 12-20).

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET  US  PRAY
The Holy Father’s prayer intention:

FOR CHILDREN WHO SUFFER - We Pray for children who
are suffering, especially those who are homeless, orphans, and
victims of war; may they be guaranteed access to education
and the opportunity to experience family affection.
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. As you are informed already the Annual  Retreat for the clergy
of the Archdiocese  will be from 20th Nov evening to 25th
Nov. afternoon at Ross Hill. Rev. Fr. Tim Greenway MHM,
will be guiding the retreat. I am sure all the priests of the
archdiocese have marked their calendars and will be coming
to participate in the retreat. If for some important reason,
one is not coming, one has to inform the Archbishop and also
inform the Secretary on time.

2. For all the prayers and wishes for the success of the surgery
I went through and for the continued prayer for my speedy
recovery I express once again my gratitude and appreciation.
Well, so far it is a good situation and I am recovering well. I
am advised that I should not resume my activities fully for at
least three to four months from the date of the surgery.
Therefore, I am not accepting any commitments in the
parishes till the end of December, 2022. Thereafter, big
celebrations or visits that involve long travel I will have to
avoid for some time. I am sure you will show the same
understanding and make alternative arrangements in your
parishes or institutions. A good care taken now will help me
to be more fit and active!

3. Pope Francis has written recently the Apostolic Letter,
Desideri Desideravi, (I have Earnestly Desired to eat this
Passover with you before I suffer, Lk 22:15)), in which the
Holy Father is making an earnest appeal to all of us, bishops
and priests, men and women religious to pay attention to the
proper celebration of the Holy Eucharist, 'the today of
salvation history' (no.2). The Apostolic letter is not very long
like a book on the Liturgy of the Holy Eucharist. But, he is
touching some important points regarding the care that should
be taken to give the faithful an experience of the paschal
mystery and encounter with Our Lord who gives Himself in
the Word and Sacrament. Holy Father is inviting us to reflect
on the importance of celebrating the Liturgy of the Holy
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Eucharist in an orderly way following the 'Instructions' with a
spirit of communion with the universal Church.  A careful and
attentive reading of this Apostolic letter will help the priests to
take sufficient care to follow the mind of the Church in the
celebration of the Liturgy of the Holy Eucharist. The focus
has to be Jesus Christ and the Community gathered for the
celebration, and not the person of the celebrant and others
who assist in the celebration. The Apostolic Letter is published
by CCBI in English and we have already distributed copies to
the priests at the deanery level. If there are still some priests,
diocesan or religious, in the archdiocese who did not get a
copy, please approach Fr. Kishore, the Secretary.

4. Communio-  Sunday is observed this year on 27th November
2022. There is some printed matter about the same in this
issue of our News Letter. In all the parishes this Communio -
India should be observed in order to enlighten our people
about it and the spirit behind this initiative of Conference e of
the Catholic Bishops of India, CCBI (Latin Rite).

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

Hearty Congratulations to
NEWLY ORDAINED DEACONNEWLY ORDAINED DEACONNEWLY ORDAINED DEACONNEWLY ORDAINED DEACONNEWLY ORDAINED DEACON

Br. Bonela Vinay Kumar was
ordained as deacon on 27th October, 2022
at St. John’s Regional Seminary by His
Excellency Most. Rev. Chinnabathini
Bhagyaiah, Bishop of Guntur. We extend
our heartfelt congratulations and we pray
that God may grant him grace and
strength as he begins his new ministry.
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HOLY MASS AND CANONIZATION:

GIOVANNI BATTISTA SCALABRINI
AND ARTEMIDE ZATTI
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE
FRANCIS

St Peter’s Square

XXVIII Sunday of Ordinary Time, 9 October 2022

As Jesus was walking
along, ten lepers met him
and cried out: “Have
mercy on us!” (Lk 17:13).
All ten were healed, yet
only one of them returned
to thank Jesus. He was a
Samaritan, a kind of
heretic for the Jewish people. At the beginning, they were walking
together, but then the Samaritan left the others and turned back,
“praising God with a loud voice” (v. 15). Let us stop and reflect on
these two aspects of today’s Gospel: walking together and giving
thanks.

First, walking together. At the beginning of the account, there is
no difference between the Samaritan and the other nine. We
only hear that they are lepers, who together, as a group, approach
Jesus. Leprosy, as we know, was not only a physical affliction,
one which even today we must make every effort to eliminate,
but also a “social disease”, since in those days, for fear of
contagion, lepers had to remain apart from the community (cf.
Lev 13:46). Hence, they could not enter villages; they were kept
at a distance, isolated and relegated to the margins of social and
even religious life. By walking together, these lepers indicted a
society that excluded them. We should also note that the
Samaritan, although considered a heretic, “a foreigner”, is part
of their group. Brothers and sisters, whenever disease and fragility
are shared, barriers fall and exclusion is overcome.



9

This image is also meaningful for us: when we are honest with
ourselves, we realize that we are all sick at heart, all sinners in
need of the Father’s mercy. Then we stop creating divisions on
the basis of merit, social position or some other superficial
criterion; our interior barriers and prejudices likewise fall. In the
end, we realize once more that we are brothers and sisters.
Even Naaman the Syrian, as the first reading reminded us, for
all his wealth and power, could only be healed by doing something
simple: wash in the river in which everyone else was bathing.
First of all, he had to remove his armour and his robes (cf. 2
Kings 5). We would do well to set aside our own outer armour,
our defensive barriers, and take a good bath of humility, mindful
that all of us are vulnerable within and in need of healing. All of
us are brothers and sisters. Let us remember this: the Christian
faith always asks us to walk alongside others, never to be solitary
wayfarers. Faith always urges us to move beyond ourselves and
towards God and our brothers and sisters, never to remain
enclosed within ourselves. Faith invites us to acknowledge
constantly that we are in need of healing and forgiveness, and
to share in the frailty of those who are near to us, without feeling
ourselves superior.

Brothers and sisters, let us reflect and see if in our lives, in our
families, in the places where we daily work and spend our time,
we are capable of walking together with others, listening to them,
resisting the temptation to lock ourselves up in self-absorption
and to think only of our own needs. To walk together – to be
“synodal” – is also the vocation of the Church. Let us ask
ourselves if we are really communities truly open and inclusive
of all; if we cooperate, as priests and laity, in the service of the
Gospel; and if we show ourselves welcoming, not only in words
but with concrete gestures, to those both near and far, and all
those buffeted by the ups and downs of life. Do we make them
feel a part of the community? Or do we exclude them? I am
troubled when I see Christian communities that divide the world
into the good and the bad, saints and sinners: this makes them
feel superior to others and exclude so many people that God
wants to embrace. Please, always be inclusive: in the Church
and in society, which is still marred by many forms of inequality
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and marginalization. Always be inclusive. Today, the day in which
Bishop Scalabrini becomes a saint, I think of emigrants. The
exclusion of emigrants is scandalous. Actually, the exclusion of
emigrants is criminal. They are dying right in front of us, as the
Mediterranean is the largest cemetery in the world. The exclusion
of emigrants is revolting, sinful and criminal. Not opening doors
to those in need – “No, we do not exclude them, we send them
away” to camps, where they are exploited and sold like slaves.
Brothers and sisters, today let us call to mind these emigrants,
especially those who are dying. And those who are able to enter,
do we welcome them as brothers and sisters or do we exploit
them? I simply pose the question.

The second thing is giving thanks. In the group of the ten lepers,
there was only one who, realizing that he was cured, turned back
to praise God and to show gratitude to Jesus. The other nine
were healed, but then went their own way, forgetting the one
who had healed them. They forgot the graces given to them by
God. The Samaritan, on the other hand, makes the gift he
received the first step of a new journey: he returns to the one
who healed him; he goes back to Jesus in order to know him
better; he enters into a relationship with the Lord. His grateful
attitude, then, is no mere act of courtesy, but the start of a journey
of thanksgiving: he falls at Jesus’ feet (cf. Lk 17:16) and worships
him. He recognizes that Jesus is the Lord, that Jesus is more
important than the healing he received.

This is a great lesson also for us, brothers and sisters, who daily
benefit from the gifts of God, yet so often go our own way, failing
to cultivate a living and real relationship with him. This is a nasty
spiritual disease: we take everything for granted, including faith,
including our relationship with God, to the point where we become
Christians no longer able to be amazed or to give thanks, lacking
in gratitude and incapable of seeing the wonders of the Lord. A
woman I know used to say, “They are rose-water Christians”.
We end up thinking that all the gifts we receive each day are
natural and due to us.  Gratitude, the ability to give thanks, makes
us appreciate instead the presence in our lives of the God who is
love. And to recognize the importance of others, overcoming the
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dissatisfaction and indifference that disfigure our hearts. It is
essential to know how to say “thank you”. To thank the Lord each
day and to thank one another. In our families, for the little gifts we
receive daily and so often do not even think about. In the places
we spend our days, for the many services which we enjoy and for
all those people who support us. In our Christian communities,
for the love of God that we experience in the closeness of our
brothers and sisters who, often silently, pray, sacrifice, suffer and
journey with us. So please, let us not forget to say these key
words: thank you!

The two saints canonized today remind us of the importance of
walking together and being able to give thanks. Bishop Scalabrini,
who founded two Congregations – one male and one female –
for the care of emigrants, used to say that in the shared journeying
of emigrants we should see not only problems, but also a
providential plan. In his words: “Precisely because of the
migrations imposed by persecutions, the Church pressed beyond
the confines of Jerusalem and of Israel, and became ‘catholic’;
thanks to the migrations of our own days, the Church will be an
instrument of peace and of communion among peoples”
(L’emigrazionedeglioperaiitaliani, Ferrara, 1899). The emigration
currently taking place in Europe is causing great suffering and
forcing us to open our hearts – that is the emigration of Ukrainians
who are fleeing from war. Let us not forget war-torn Ukraine.
With great vision, Scalabrini looked forward to a world and a
Church without barriers, where no one was a foreigner. For his
part, the Salesian Brother ArtemideZatti – with his bicycle - was a
living example of gratitude. Cured of tuberculosis, he devoted his
entire life to serving others, caring for the infirm with tender love.
He was said to have carried on his shoulders the dead body of
one of his patients. Filled with gratitude for all that he had received,
he wanted to say his own “thank you” by taking upon himself the
wounds of others.

Let us pray that these Saints, our brothers, may help us to walk
together, without walls of division; and to cultivate that nobility of
soul, so pleasing to God, which is gratitude.

–––––––––
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1. The Telugu Power Retreat for Youth:

The Telugu Power Retreat for Youth on 8th October 2022 was
organised by the Visakhapatnam Catholic Youth Movement under
the aegis of the Youth Director Fr. Arji Prakash and the blessings of
His Grace Most. Rev. Mallavarapu Prakash,  Archbishop of
Visakhapatnam.

It was taken up by LourduMatha Parish, Saligramapuram with
the initiative of Fr Vijaya Bhaskar, Vizag City Youth Coordinator
and Parish Priest of the Church.

The Power Retreat started at 9.00 am amidst inclement weather
and threat of youth dropping out. But God really blessed His event
with bringing 326 youth (girls and boys) from 13 parishes quite on

PPPPPASTORAL CENTREASTORAL CENTREASTORAL CENTREASTORAL CENTREASTORAL CENTRE
News
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time. It was so wonderful to see so many participants in the Retreat.

The Day’s program began with Recitation of the Rosary and Praise
and Worship jointly taken up by Jesus Youth, City Youth and
LourduMatha youth for an hour and a half.

There was a formal Lamp lighting Ceremony by various youth
from the parishes. At 10.30 Fr. John Peter Yoith Director from
Vijayawada Diocese took a very fruitful two hours Session on the
Main Theme of the Retreat “Mary arose and went with haste” Luke
1:39. He had very interesting thought provoking interjections ‘Who
am I?” “Why am I here”. “Where am I going?” With many bible
references and some song breaks he kept the Youth engaged
fully. He used many touching stories from his personal life too to
reiterate the fact that ‘Life is to be taken seriously with an upward
growth chart in deep faith in Christ”.

At the beginning of the Sessions itself the Youth were given a
paper slip on which they had to write their dream goal in life which
was to cast in a vessel later and offered as burnt offerings. The
Youth were quite interactive throughout.

The post lunch Divine Adoration was led by Fr Vijaya Bhaskar
very beautifully supported by the Choir Adoration hymns. At the
end of the Adoration each of the youth were to drop their Dream
goal paper slips in a vessel which was kept burning. They were
anointed by the priests and blessed by the sisters after offering a
flower at Mama Mary’s feet since it is October Month. The whole
process was very enriching spiritually for everyone.

The Day ended with Holy con celebrated by 5 priests and the
Main Celebrant Fr Dr Sarisa Pratap, Urban Dean of the
Archdiocese and Parish Priest of Bhimli Parish. Fr Pratap gave a
very meaningful homily on the theme while quoting personal
testimonies of youth encountered in his life. He urged the youth
on following the idea “If she/he can why can’t I?” and do something
good in life as true Christian youth with deep faith. The Youth
made good confessions.

All the Resource Preachers were felicitated by different parish
youth as per a scheduled of delegated responsibilities by the Youth
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Director and his very efficient Team. Each Parish team undertook
their responsibilities well from Registration to Food serving and
Choir and Prayer of the Faithful etc. After the Vote of thanks by Fr
Arji Prakash, the entire congregation proceeded to pray at Mama
Mary’s statue followed by Photo Session and snacks. The
Hospitality for lunch was by the LourduMatha Church and snacks
by Pastoral Centre. All in all, it was a wonderful Time for spiritual
renewal for everyone.

2. The English Power Retreat for Youth:

    It was a great day of Spiritual Nourishment to the Youth of the
Archdiocese of Vishakhapatnam on 09th of October 2022, at Rose
Hill Shrine from 9am to 4pm . There were around 150 Youth who
Participated in the Power Retreat for first time condu- cted in English.
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   The day was Commenced with the praise and worship by Jesus
Youth led by Ramani Dhanaraj Madam. Followed by the First
Session by Rev Fr. Sagar Santhosh MSFS who Emphasized on
the Holiness for Christ. He led the entire session in a interactive
way by conducting various games actions songs and group
activities. Rev Fr. B. Vijay Kumar MSFS led the Adoration with
Deep Insights and Finally Concluded with Holy Eucharistic
celebration Presided over by Rev. Fr. R.P.V. Prasad, who came
for holidays from Mission country Uganda and inspired the young
hearts with his Missionary presence. Rev. Fr. Vijay Peter gave a
very heart touching homily during the mass.

In a special way we would like to thank Rev. Fr. Jaddu Joseph for
accepting and taking over the responsibility of conducting Power
Youth Retreat in English for the first time and also gave very
delicious meal for all of us.

  At the end of the day, it was a time of thanks to all those who
worked for the success of Power 2022.Rev.Fr. Arji Prakash the
Youth Director, Fr. Kondala Joseph MSFS the Shrine Director , all
the Parish Priests who Encouraged the Youth to Participate,
Diocese Youth Council, City Parish Youth Presidents &
Representatives and Jesus Youth for well Organizing and
Cooperation. May God Continue to Bless Us.  Thank you

3. Youth Meet at Christ The King Church,
Mangalapalem Parish:

A Youth Meet was
conducted in Christ
the King Church,
Mangalapalem on
16th October 2022.
There were about
90 youth of the
Parish participated
in the meeting.The
Meet began with a
beautiful Holy Mass and a meaningful homily by Fr. Prakash.
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Though the youth were
quiet at the beginning, they
responded very well in the
meet. The Parish Priest,
Rev Fr. Ramesh introduced
the Youth Director, Fr. Arji
Prakash and the team to the
Youth. The Meet began with
an Action Song by the Jesus
Youth to get the Youth lively
and involved. There was a
beautiful Praise and
Worship session with songs
and reflection to make the
youth lifted by the spirit of
the Lord.

Ms. Ramani Dhanaraj from
St. Joseph’s College for

Women, Visakhapatnam has given an interesting Session on “A
Comeback Journey to God (your Life Centre)”. The Main theme
involved Personality and Career Development with Jesus as the
focus since a number of youths are still at the point of confusion
about their careers.  Fr. Arji Prakash led the ‘Word of God’ Session
with the Youth. In the beginning he asked the youth to clarify their
doubts regarding scripture, faith and dogma and many asked very
relevant questions and it made them to probe deep into the catholic
faith. He used reasonable examples to make them understand
the need for reading the Word of God daily. It was very good to
see the youth responding well.

This was followed by an uplifting Praise and Worship by the Jesus
Youth, with adoration of the Blessed Sacrament parallelly giving
the Sacrament of Confession to all the Youth which was the best
part of the Meet. During the Praise and Worship and Repentance,
we believe all the youth experienced divine blessings and
transformed their minds and hearts.

We thank the Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Ramesh for arranging such a
meeting for the youth. We also thank the Sisters of St. Ann of
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Providence (SAP) and the parish youth for the hospitality and
making all the arrangements.

Upcoming Programmes:

1. Sangithothsavam:

Dear fathers, Greetings from the Diocesan Youth Director Fr.
Prakash and City Youth Co-Ordinator Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar.  Every
year we celebrate the “SANGEETHOTHSAVAM” on the eve of
Feast of St. Sicilia, The Patron Saint of Singers. This year too,
with the advice of His Grace Most. Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash, The
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam, and The Executive members of
VCYM (Visakha Catholic Youth Movement) have decided to
conduct SANGEETHOTHSAVAM, with more enthusiasm at St.
Peter’s Cathedral Church on 17-11-2022, Thursday.

we request you to send all your choir members to this Musical
Fest which is Organized by our Youth, there is no age limit. It is
purely group singing and not for competition but to praise and
thank for all blessings that we received. As we have started last
year felicitating those personalities who render great service in
the field of Music, this year too we are felicitating the musicians in
three categories i.e., One Priest, one Musician and one Singer.
Rev. Fr. John Prakash, the Chancellor and other priests will be
part of this auspicious day.
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Hearty Congratulations
FINAL PROFESSION

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF ANNECY
Visakhapatnam - Province

8th October 2022
The words of St. Paul, “Rejoice in the Lord always, I will say it
again: rejoice”  (Phi: 4-4) ring in the hearts of the six sisters  Sr.
Mary Satya, Sr. Rina Nayak, Sr. Anusha Rani, Sr. Pushpa Rani,
Sr. Satya Rani & Sr. Mary Monika  on October 08th, 2022. It
was a joy filled day for these sisters, who waited for this wonderful
and memorable day. The presence of Sr. Rose, Provincial
Superior and her team brought joy and happiness to the
celebration. The Church was beautifully decked with flowers and

Kindly follow:
• Parish Priest letter must.
• Its not a competition but it’s a musical concert to praise and

glorify God
• Number of participants: Max 12 including musicians and there

is no age limit
• Number of Choir from each parish: One choir group
• Theme: Any Catholic song but one Stanza, Chorus and end

with Stanza
• Please send the song details before 15th November.
• Keyboard is available (S650) but can have your own music

instruments
• Choice of Language: Any language (Preferable Telugu )
• Date and Time: Thursday, 17-11-22 evening 5 PM:

Holy Mass & followed by Musical Concert.
• Place: St. Peter’s Cathedral Church, Gnanapuram.
We also personally request you to come and encourage us.

Let us praise the Lord through our Singing.

Thank you for your cooperation and all the good work you do.

––––––––––
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the altar was decorated with the theme, “CALL TO MOVE
BEYOND”.

The celebration of the long awaited day began with the Holy
Eucharist. It was officiated by His Grace, Archbishop John
Barwa from Archdiocese of Cuttack Bhubaneswarand
concelebrated by many priests. The Church was packed with
Sisters, relatives of the sisters, friends and well wishers.

Mass began at 10.30 a.m. while the entrance hymn is being
sung, the Sisters to be Professed accompanied by Sr. Rose,
Provincial Superior, Sr. Mary John and Sr. Maria Rani their Junior
Mistress, Priests and the Archbishop proceeded in procession
to the Altar. The Traditional lamp was lit, symbolising Christ the
Light of the world.

The Archbishop John Barwapreached an inspiring homily in
his simple and yet powerful language. He particularly advised
the newly professed to be faithful to the religious commitment
and to the mission entrusted to them.

The Vows was received by Rev. Sr. Rose, our Provincial Superior.
During the Offertory, the Sisters offered symbolic offerings, gifts
and prayers to the Lord. After the Communion service Sr.
RinaNayak thanked the Assembly. The melodious singing led
by Sr. Parimala and the choir specially prepared for the event
added meaning to the Eucharistic celebration.

At the end of the Eucharistic celebration the Archbishop and all
the Priests joined the newly Professed Sisters for a photograph.
Sr. Rose felicitated the Archbishop and newly professed
Sisters.The felicitation was concluded with cake cutting.
Everyone took part in the Agape thereafter.
We praise and thank God for this beautiful day.
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Conference of Catholic Bishops of India

Communio Sunday
November 27, 2022 (First Sunday of Advent)

To All Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious,
Catechists and Lay Faithful of the

Latin Catholic Church in India

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

1. We are at the threshold of the Season of Advent, a time that
restores our faith, renews our hope and deepens our love. In
this Season we reflect on the great mystery of Incarnation,
which reveals God’s sharing of love with humanity. God’s love
has been made manifest in His giving of His only Son for us.
As in the recent past, today, on the First Sunday of Advent,
the Church in India celebrates Communio Sunday.

2. Communio is an initiative of the Conference of Catholic
Bishops of India (CCBI) taken in 2018, to assist, support and
sustain all our Dioceses and Religious Congregations
exercising pastoral ministry in rural and mission areas. “Hearts
in prayer, minds in mission and hands in solidarity” is the vision
of Communio. Communio seeks to enkindle the Church in
India with zeal for faith formation and proclamation so that,
being empowered in self-sufficiency and self-reliance, we may
make our contribution for creative synergy at the service of
our mission.

3. Its objectives are: (i) to build a culture of sharing among the
Catholic faithful in order to express solidarity with our brothers
and sisters in need; (ii) to encourage the faithful to pray and
to support the missions and the missionaries and to promote
vocations to consecrated life; (iii) to inspire the lay faithful to
volunteer to work in mission areas and (iv) to promote the
formation of our people as missionary disciples. Communio is
from us, for us and by us.



21

4. Today, on Communio Sunday, we join our hands in prayer for
one another and we reach out to support each other in and for
mission. “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God,” says the Word
of God (Heb 13: 16). In and through Communio we have begun
to share our resources for evangelisationprogrammes,
catechesis, formation of the lay faithful, training and seminars,
construction of chapels and presbyteries, for ecumenism and
interfaith initiatives.

5. We invite you to celebrate Communio not only today, on this
Sunday, but every day. There are five ways you could
collaborate with Communio: (i) donate for a specific cause; (ii)
leave a legacy by making a note in your will; (iii) sponsor the
formation of a seminarian or a religious candidate; (iv) support
a mission and (v) volunteer by giving your time and energy.
Communio reaches your hands and hearts through regular
videos on saints, feasts and the Pope’s prayer intentions; you
can access us through our website (www.communio.in), our
diocesan coordinators and our bishops.

6. The readings of this day – First Sunday of Advent – speak
about God’s restoration of our fortunes and bid us to be awake
and to be prepared. God’s gift of His Son to humanity at
Christmas becomes an invitation for us to open ourselves up
so that we may share what we are and what we have with
others. Moreover, we are in the midst of the celebration of the
Synod for a Synodal Church 2021-2023. Synodality is lived
out in communion, participation and mission - in communion
we realize our bond with one another, in participation we
celebrate each’s one’s gift and, in mission, we reach out to
others, particularly those in the peripheries. Let this Communio
Sunday be a reminder to us that “we are all journeying
companions,” as our Holy Father Pope Francis underscores.

7. As the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) thanks
you on this occasion for your magnanimity and generosity, it
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also invites you to celebrate Communio Sunday in your parish,
institution, religious community and family in the following ways:
(i) have the Communio Sunday poster or logo adorn your parish
noticeboards and bulletins; you may have it on your profile in
the social media – that all may hear and see the word
Communio; (ii) organize a meaningful liturgical celebration to
pray for mission and missionaries; (iii) make a pledge to
contribute towards Communio with your resources, time and
energy. And start today – here and now!

May Our Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of the Missions, and Saint
Joseph, the Patron of the Universal Church, intercede for us.

CCBI General Secretariat, November 1, 2022, Solemnity of All
Saints.

+ Filipe Neri Cardinal Ferrão
President, Conference of Catholic Bishops of India
Archbishop of Goa and Daman

+ George Antonysamy + Anil Joseph Thomas Couto
Vice-President, CCBI Secretary General, CCBI
Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore Archbishop of Delhi

N.B.: It is recommended that this Circular be read and its contents
explained on Communio Sunday (November 27, 2022) in all the parishes,
religious communities and institutions of the 132 dioceses of the Latin
Catholic Church in India.

––––––––––––
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
Saint Peter’s Square

Wednesday, 28 September 2022

Catechesis On Discernment:
3.  The elements of discernment. Familiarity with the Lord

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

We resume our catecheses on the theme of discernment  —
because the theme of discernment is very important in order to know
what is going on within us. To know about our feelings and ideas,
we have to discern where they come from, where they lead me, to
what decisions — and today we focus on the first of its fundamental
elements, which is prayer. To discern we need to be in an
environment, in a state of prayer.

Prayer is an indispensable aid for spiritual discernment, especially
when it involves the affective dimension, enabling us to address
God with simplicity and familiarity, as one would speak to a friend. It
is knowing how to go beyond thoughts, to enter into intimacy with
the Lord, with an affectionate spontaneity. The secret of the lives of
the saints is familiarity and confidence with God, which grows within
them and makes it ever easier to recognize what is pleasing to
Him. True prayer is familiarity with and confidence in God. It is not
reciting prayers like a parrot, blah, blah, blah, no. True prayer is this
spontaneity and affection for the Lord. This familiarity overcomes
fear or doubt that his will is not for our good, a temptation that
sometimes runs through our thoughts and makes our heart restless
and uncertain, or even bitter.

Discernment does not claim absolute certainty, it is not a chemically
pure method, it does not claim absolute certainty because it is about
life, and life is not always logical. It has many aspects that cannot
be enclosed in one category of thought. We would like to know
precisely what should be done, yet even when it happens, we do
not always act accordingly. How many times have we, too, had the
experience described by the apostle Paul, who says: “For I do not
do the good I want, but the evil I do not want” (Rom 7:19). We are
not just reason, we are not machines, it is not enough to be given
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instructions to carry them out: the obstacles, like the supports, to
deciding for the Lord are primarily affective, from the heart.

It is significant that the first miracle performed by Jesus in Mark’s
Gospel is an exorcism (cf. 1:21-28). In the synagogue at Capernaum
he delivers a man from the devil, freeing him from the false image of
God that Satan has been suggesting since the beginning: that of a
God who does not want our happiness. The possessed man in that
passage of the Gospel knows that Jesus is God, but this does not
lead him to believe in Him. In fact, he says, “Have you come to destroy
us” (v. 24).

Many people, even Christians, think the same thing: that is, that
Jesus may well be the Son of God, but they doubt that he wants our
happiness; indeed, some fear that taking his proposal seriously, the
one Jesus proposes to us, means ruining our lives, mortifying our
desires, our strongest aspirations. These thoughts sometimes creep
up inside us: that God asks too much of us, we fear that God asks
too much of us, that he doesn’t really love us.

Instead, in our first encounter we saw that the sign of the encounter
with the Lord is joy. When I encounter the Lord in prayer, I become
joyful. Each one of us becomes joyful, a beautiful thing. Sadness,
or fear, on the other hand, are signs of distance from God: “If you
would enter life, keep the commandments”, Jesus says to the rich
young man (Mt 19:17). Unfortunately for that young man, some
obstacles did not allow him to implement the desire in his heart to
follow the “good teacher” more closely. He was an interested,
enterprising young man, he had taken the initiative to meet Jesus,
but he was also very divided in his affections. For him, riches were
too important. Jesus does not force him to make up his mind, but
the text notes that the young man turns away from Jesus “sad” (v.
22). Those who turn away from the Lord are never happy, even
though they have an abundance of possessions and possibilities at
their disposal. Jesus never forces you to follow him, never. Jesus
lets you know his will, with all his heart he lets you know things, but
he leaves you free. And this is the most beautiful thing about prayer
with Jesus: the freedom that he allows you. On the other hand, when
we distance ourselves from the Lord, we are left with something
sad, something ugly in our heart.

Discerning what is happening within us is not easy, for appearances
are deceptive, but familiarity with God can melt doubts and fears in
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a gentle way, making our lives increasingly receptive to his “gentle
light,” according to the beautiful expression of Saint John Henry
Newman. The saints shine with reflected light and show in the simple
gestures of their day the loving presence of God, who makes the
impossible possible. It is said that two spouses who have lived
together for a long time, loving each other, end up resembling each
other. Something similar can be said about affective prayer. In a
gradual but effective  way, it makes us more and more capable of
recognizing what counts through connaturality, as something that
springs from the depths of our being. To be in prayer does not mean
saying words, words, no: being in prayer means opening my heart
to Jesus, drawing close to Jesus, allowing Jesus to enter into my
heart and making us feel his presence. And there we can discern
when it is Jesus and when it is us with our thoughts, that so many
times are far from what Jesus wants.

Let us ask for this grace: to live a relationship of friendship with the
Lord, as a friend speaks to a friend (cf. Saint Ignatius of Loyola,
Spiritual Exercises, 53).

I knew an old religious brother who was the doorman of a boarding
school, and every time he could, he would approach the chapel,
look at the altar, and say, “Hello”, because he was close to Jesus.
He didn’t need to say blah blahblah, no: “Hello, I am close to you
and you are close to me”. This is the relationship we must have in
prayer: closeness, affective closeness, as brothers and sisters,
closeness with Jesus. A smile, a simple gesture, and not reciting
words that do not reach the heart. As I said, talk to Jesus as a friend
talks to another friend.

It is a grace we must ask for one another: to see Jesus as our
friend, as our greatest friend, our faithful friend, who does not
blackmail, above all who never abandons us, even when we turn
away from him. He remains at the door of our heart. “No, with you I
don’t want to know anything”, we say. And he remains silent. He
remains close at hand, at heart’s reach because he is always faithful.
Let us go forward with this prayer, we could say the  “prayer of
hello”, the prayer of greeting the Lord with our heart, the prayer of
affection, the prayer of closeness, with few words but with acts and
good works. Thank you.

–––––––––––––––––
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In Loving Memory of
Rev. Fr. Ganji Bala Joji Reddy MSFS

The Congregation of the Missionaries of
St. Francis de Sales and especially, the

MSFS Visakhapatnam  Province,
express deep sorrow at the sad
demise of Rev. Fr. Ganji Bala Joji

Reddy MSFS. Today we acknowl-
edge with gratitude all his selfless
services rendered to the
Congregation and the Church
and to the Province of

Visakhapatnam in particular.

Rev. Fr. Ganji Bala Joji Reddy MSFS, was born 21st October 1960
in a devout Catholic family of Mr. GanjiMarreddy and Mrs.
GanjiRojamma in Rentachintal, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh. After
completing his secondary education in Rentachintala, he joined the
Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales at SFS Seminary, Ettunamnoor,
Kerala. He did his Novitiate at Salesianum, Visakhapatnam and
made his first profession on 10th June 1982. He completed his
Philosophical and Theological studies in St. Peter’s Pontifical
Institute, Bangalore and did his regency at St. Anthony’s Boarding
Home, Vizianagaram. He was ordained Deacon on 1st June 1989
in Vinayalaya, Bangalore by Bishop Ignatius Pinto and was ordained
a Priest on 1st December 1990 in Rentachintala by Bishop Gali Bali.
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Rev. Fr. GanjiBalaJoji Reddy MSFS, entered into his eternal abode
on 16th October 2022. As a Religious and Priest he showed great
commitment and deep faith in the Lord. He was a great missionary
who spent most of his life in the missions. He worked with great
zeal and enthusiasm to proclaim the good news of the Lord. He
also authored few books penning down his thoughts and reflections.
For the past one year he was actively involved in celebrating Holy
Masses in Divyavani TV. He was enjoyed his priestly ministry by
preaching the word of God. He is a man of great courage and
boldness. Yesterday he complained of breathlessness and was
rushed to a Hospital in Hyderabad and at 1:30 pm he passed away
due to cardiac arrest. I express my heartfelt condolences to all my
confreres, Family members, relatives, friends and well-wishers.

May the good Lord grant him eternal rest!

In Loving Memory of
Rev. Fr. Arigala Francis Maria Stephen MSFS

The Congregation of the Missionaries of
St. Francis de Sales and especially, the
MSFS Visakhapatnam Province,

express deep sorrow at the sad
demise of Rev. Fr. Arigala Francis

Maria Stephen MSFS. Today we
acknowledge with gratitude all his
selfless services rendered to the
Congregation and the Church and
to the Province of Visakhapatnam
in particular.

Rev. Fr. Arigala Francis Maria Stephen MSFS, was born 12th January
1969 to Mr. ArigalaSubbaRao and Mrs. Satyavati at T. Narasapuram,
Eluru, Andhra Pradesh. After completing his Intermediate in Eluru,
he joined the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales at
FransalianVidyaJyothi, Nidadavole. He did his Novitiate at
Salesianum, Visakhapatnam and made his first profession on 10th

June 1991. He completed his Philosophical studies in Suvidya
College, Bangalore and did his Regency in FransalianVidyaJyothi,
Nidadavole. He completed his Theological studies in
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JnanaDeepaVidyapeeth, Pune.  He was ordained Deacon on 12th

February 2000 in Fransalian Seminar, Pune and was ordained a
Priest on 27th December 2000.

Rev. Fr. Arigala Francis Stephen MSFS, entered into his eternal
abode on 20th October 2022. He served in the vineyard of the
Lord for 22 years as a Priest of God. He is man of strong faith and
commitment. Though the situations around him are challenging to
be a priest yet he took a daring step to commit himself for the
service of the Lord and his faithful. He worked as teacher, director,
formator and pastor and gave his best in whatever work he was
entrusted with. He was always cheerful and any one can feel at
home with his company. Last year in the month of November he
was diagnosed with Pancreatic cancer, he underwent treatment
for the same in Hyderabad but he could not improve. in spite of the
great suffering he never lost his smile on the face or never retired
from his work. He joyfully accepted the will of God. On 17th of this
month he was admitted in St. Joseph’s Hospital, his health began
to deteriorate and he breathed his last on 20th October 2022. I
express my heartfelt condolences to all my confreres, Family
members, relatives, friends and well-wishers.

May the good Lord grant him eternal rest!
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Many Many Happy Returns of the Day
&  Happy Feast

 To you, Dear Fathers
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The Days To Remember
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NECROLOGY
“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

02-11-1991 Bro. S. M. Thomas msfs (Novice) 21years, died at Vizag
05-11-1862 Msgr. Sebastian Neyret msfs, 60 years

(1st Vicar Apostolic of Vizag), died at Kamptee
07-11-1982     Fr. Joseph Panjakil msfs, 62 years, died at Ettumanoor, Kerala
09-11-1983 Bro. Jacob Chembakassery msfs, 23 years, died at Vizag
10-11-2002 Fr. Michael Perissin Faber msfs, 47 years, died at Surada, Orissa
10-11-2003 Fr. Mathew Kanippilly, 72 years, died in Visakhapatnam
12-11-1943 Fr. Philip Kudakachira msfs, 36 years, died at Parvathipuram
13-11-2002 Fr. Zacharias Karottupara msfs, 92 years, died in Vizag
14-11-1956 Fr. Mathew Kachira msfs, 42 years, died at Kondadaba
17-11-1993 Fr. Devasia Nediakala, 56 years, died at Ettumanoor, Kerala
18-11-1997 Fr. Midathada Mariadas msfs, 64 years, died at Eluru
20-11-1995 Fr. Mani Tharappel msfs, 89 years, died in Vizag
21-11-1894 Fr. Joseph Decompoix msfs, 30 years, died at Nagpur
26-11-2016 Bro. Job Poovathumootil, 86 years, died at Vizag
29-11-1921 Fr. Francois Fleury msfs, 39 years, died at Surada, Orissa
29-11-1952 Fr. Otto Reitmayer msfs, 53 years, died at Kakinada
30-11-1984 Bro. John Sudarsanam msfs, 76 years, died at Vizag.
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