
1



2

The Pastor Speaks …..
Call to be Men and Women on Mission

Come the month of October, we the members of
the Christian community are reminded of the
Marian devotion, praying the Holy Rosary in the
families as well as in the parish or village
communities. Along with this, the whole Church is reminded of the
Missionary mandate each believer in Christ is given. We have to
keep striving to believe and by living according to the same faith,
we have to proclaim our faith. We believe, the Christian believers
say, “God so loved the world that he sent His only begotten Son
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life. For God sent the Son into the world not to condemn the world
but that the world might be saved through him” (Jn 3:16-17). He is
Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Saviour, born among us assuming our
“human nature.”  This is the mission of every believer; one believes
and strives to order one’s life according to the demands of the
faith. As St. Paul says, “If you confess with your lips that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved” (Rom 10: 9). In this way, every believer in Christ
professes as one’s confession of faith in Christ and lives this faith
as one’s life’s mission! Faith is manifested in life and in that
manifestation one proclaims Jesus Christ as one’s Saviour and
Lord.

Men and women of faith are men and women on mission:
Genuine faith is a deep communion with God, a communion that
leads to an un-compromising commitment to obey and do to all
that this faith relationship asks of him or her. In this way, true
believers are men and women on mission of fulfilling what is
expected. Levels or degrees or depth or seriousness about faith
would, of course, vary from believer to believer and would be in
proportion to how conditional or un-conditional one’s faith is. One
might be totally serious and consistent to live by the faith one
professes; another might not really or does not really care to live
by the demands of faith. There is a principle at work here which
explains the variations in faith commitment: what and how much
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do you believe for the sake of which you are ready to give up
everything else is of no value or of less value! St. Paul could
dare to say about the value of his faith relationship with Christ,
counting everything else as refuse.    Now, we have to apply this
to our day-to-day life as believers in Christ Jesus. How steadfast
and passionate am I about my involvement to the assigned
mission (or task)? How single-minded and self-sacrificing is my
commitment to fulfil the tasks? We have in the Apostolic Church
several examples and models of men and women who were on
mission. Numerable saints down the centuries lived and died as
men and women involved in the mission at hand. As we celebrate
Mission Sunday in this month of October, let us look into our own
life to see if we, as individual believers who are called to live our
Christian vocation as priests, consecrated religious men and
women, as married couples, as teachers, as collaborators in the
evangelical or pastoral works in a parish or village, are men and
women on mission, on the mission of living and proclaiming our
Faith in Jesus Christ. How passionate are we about the entrusted
mission for the sake of which everything else becomes of less
important or of not importance? Did not Our Lord Jesus say much
in advance, Then Jesus told his disciples, "Then Jesus told his
disciples, “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his
life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it."
(Mt 16:24-25). This means, an undivided mind and heart in believing
and in proclaiming Jesus Christ. Many of us do shy away and give
up partially or totally because of the demands of faith for self-
sacrifice, self-denial for the sake of the mission of being faithful to
our faith, and for bearing witness to Him whom we believe – the
Triune God.

Faithfulness to the assigned mission and pursuing our own
plans or needs:To be men and women on mission should mean
that there are no other pre-occupations than the only
preoccupation, about the mission at hand. Concretely, this means,
for instance, a priest in a parish or insome specific field of work
in an institution of the diocese or the religious congregation one
belongs to. If one has pre-occupations or concerns that are not
directly connected to the assigned responsibilities or mission,
naturally, one is led to distractions of all kinds. Gradually, more
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time and energy will be utilized for such concerns or
preoccupations. This will leave the individual priest or religious
or a bishop or head of a family as husband or wife or as parents,
with less time and energy for the main mission or task or
responsibility. Most often, the loss suffered is not for the individual
person but for a whole lot of people and such loss is not always
immediately evident. It seems to be true when people in the
church say that the life and mission of the church is having
setbacks not so much due to the negative forces outside than
due to the half-hearted and minimal commitment of Christians
“to be” and “do.” We know when something is convincing to us
and we want get or possess that, how in pursuit of that particular
thing, we are so excited and enthusiastic, and are ready to spend
time and energy, and resources at our disposal. For the given
mission it must to be so!

Important point for consideration, how clear am I about the
mission I am called for and how prepared am I for a single-
minded commitment and dedication to the mission at hand. A
particular project will be centred around me, ego-centred, and
my wishes, where as the mission at hand focusses on the goal.My
involvement in the Mission is for the benefit of the intended
beneficiaries with the intended good to happen. Selflessness
and love for the mission at hand should be the hallmark of the
missionary. Goal of the particular mission for which one is being
called to engage and involve, should remain the top priority and
main preoccupation for the given missionary! This is the important
way to stand as witness to the mission. In the case of a Christian,
it is the witness to mission of Jesus Christ, His message and His
person! But we know that in the ongoing life and mission of the
church, it is the individuals and communities, ordained or not
ordained, ministers, who are  the immediately visible instruments
who are supposed to lead the local church in her mission. Through
their instrumentality life and mission of the church is to be carried
forward. But, in the highly institutionalised Church, it is not likely
that all the individuals, priests or religious or lay missionaries,
are totally (equally!) and in a single-minded way are committed
and as such, do not have other preoccupation than the mission
at hand! Human as we are, the best among us can lose that
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warmth and excitement about our mission, and can allow ourselves
to become victims of own dreams, plans, self-designed ambitious
projects as set goals to achieve, indirect and subtle unhealthy
ways of competing with others, etc. Most of these can distract us
away from our main mission at hand. Formalism and routine way
of doing things can so hide the gradual loss of the sense of the
mission that the best among us can become lukewarm and
disinterested in the mission at hand, but still continue to do things
as formal fulfilment of daily obligations. How can one then be
counted among men and women who are on mission?

Conclusion:
As we pray for the missions and missionaries, and contribute our
mite in support of the missions and the missionary endeavours of
the Universal Church, let us earnestly look at our own contribution
to the mission of the church in the place or locality we are placed.
Our preoccupations, daily activities, our time for matters of faith,
for the parish or institution, for the faithful, and time for our assigned
responsibilities, and for our plans and projects, should be
periodically reviewed in the backdrop of our mission as Christians
- as members of the Church, as individual priests, religious men
and women, as catechists, elders in the parish or village
communities, as lay faithful who are in the family life or various
professions, etc. Our individual mission needs to be understood
and should periodically be renewed. What better occasion can
be there be than, “the World Mission Sunday” to tell ourselves
"we have to be men and women who are on mission or with a
mission!"

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET  US  PRAY
The Holy Father’s prayer intention:

For a Church open to everyone – We pray for the church;
ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gospel, may
the church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome,
always living in an atmosphere of synodality.
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. With sincere gratitude I want to hereby acknowledge and
appreciate all the concern and love you have shown during
the past two months. I know you have been offering special
prayers during the days of surgery and thereafter. I have no
words to express my gratitude! I want you to know that I have
been praying for all of you, priests, religious communities, and
the lay faithful. Our bond is renewed and strengthened! Let us
continue to pray for one another and continue to strive to be
faithful to the mission entrusted to us.

2. We regret that there is interruption in our bi-monthly
recollection days for the pastoral clergy at the diocese level.
I hope by December ’22 we will resume the practice and have
the joy of meeting the rest of the clergy in the archdiocese.
Meanwhile, may the respective deans continue to arrange “a
day of prayer and recollection” in the month of October as
well.

3. Annual Retreat will be in the month of November. We are
waiting for confirmation from the preachers, whom we have
approached. There will be only one retreat this year! This
is the wish of many priests!!

4. Earmark collections are not contributed still by many priests.
This is a reminder to all the priests and religious communities
to contribute and clear whatever collections that are due
between June and October 2022, besides clearing the dues
pending  up to June ’22.

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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Popes Message on Mission Day
‘You shall be my witnesses’(Acts:1:8)

The Pope reflected on three
foundations of “the life and mission of
every disciple”. The first, he said, is
“the call of every Christian to bear
witness to Christ,” calling it the “heart
of Jesus’ teaching to the disciples.”

Pope Francis said Christ was the first to be sent to proclaim, as
the Father’s missionary and as His “faithful witness.”

“Every Christian is called to be a missionary and witness to Christ.
And the Church, the community of Christ’s disciples, has no other
mission than that of bringing the Gospel to the entire world by
bearing witness to Christ. To evangelize is the very identity of the
Church.”

Living in a missionary key

The Pope said each baptized Christian is called to carry out the
Church’s mission in a communitarian way, even in the ordinary
activities of our daily lives.

Christians, he added, are sent on mission by the Church in Christ’s
name, and never under our own initiative. He noted that Jesus
sent the disciples out in pairs, since “the witness of Christians to
Christ is primarily communitarian in nature.”

“The disciples are urged to live their personal lives in a missionary
key: they are sent by Jesus to the world not only to carry out, but
also and above all to live the mission entrusted to them; not only
to bear witness, but also and above all to be witnesses of Christ.”

Missionaries, said Pope Francis, proclaim the Good News of God’s
salvation in Christ, not their own abilities or persuasive qualities.

“In evangelization,” he added, “the example of a Christian life
and the proclamation of Christ are inseparable. One is at the
service of the other.”
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‘To the ends of the earth’

Pope Francis went on to consider a second foundation of the
Christian mission: “to the ends of the earth.”

He said the early disciples gradually expanded the scope of their
mission, and lived an image of the Church “going forth” and
guided by divine Providence, not the desire to proselytize.

As they faced persecution, early Christians fled their homelands,
taking the Gospel with them to new countries, something which
happens in our own day.

Pope Francis added that the phrase “to the ends of the earth”
also challenges modern Christians to proclaim Christ to those
who have still not encountered Him.

“Christ’s Church will continue to “go forth” towards new
geographical, social and existential horizons, towards “borderline”
places and human situations, in order to bear witness to Christ
and His love to men and women of every people, culture and
social status.”

‘Power from the Holy Spirit’

The Pope then turned to the third foundation of mission: “You
will receive power from the Holy Spirit”.

He said the Spirit broke the bonds of the Apostles’ fear in the
first days after Jesus’ death and resurrection.

The Spirit prompted St. Peter to give his missionary address to
people in Jerusalem, as recounted in Acts, kicking off an “an era
in which the disciples of Jesus evangelized the world.”

Pope Francis added that Christians are only able to bear “full
and genuine witness to Christ the Lord with the Spirit’s inspiration
and assistance.

“All Christ’s missionary disciples are called to recognize the
essential importance of the Spirit’s work, to dwell in his presence
daily and to receive His unfailing strength and guidance. Indeed,
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it is precisely when we feel tired, unmotivated or confused that we
should remember to have recourse to the Holy Spirit in prayer.”

Prayer, said the Pope, plays an important role in the missionary
life, since it “allows us to be refreshed and strengthened by the
Spirit as the inexhaustible divine source of renewed energy and
joy in sharing Christ’s life with others.”

Notable Missionary Anniversaries

Pope Francis then said that 2022 sees several notable
anniversaries in the Church’s missionary spirit.

The first is the 400th anniversary since the establishment of the
Sacred Congregation De Propaganda Fide, now the
Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples.

This year also marks the 200th anniversary of the foundation of
Society for the Propagation of the Faith by a young French
woman, Pauline Jaricot, who will be beatified in 2022.

Pope St. Paul VI granted the Society the status of “Pontifical”
100 years ago, along with the Association of the Holy Childhood
and the Society of Saint Peter the Apostle.

Pope Francis prayed that the local Churches will “find in these
Societies a sure means for fostering the missionary spirit among
the People of God.”

New era of Christian Mission

In conclusion, the Pope expressed his dream to see a “completely
missionary Church, and a new era of missionary activity among
Christian communities.”

“Would that all of us in the Church were what we already are by
virtue of baptism: prophets, witnesses, missionaries of the Lord,
by the power of the Holy Spirit, to the ends of the earth! Mary,
Queen of the Missions, pray for us!”

––––––––––––––
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Liturgy for the WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 2022

23rd October 2022
(30th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Introduction:

This year’s MISSION SUNDAY is
very special because of various
jubilees:

We celebrate the Quadricentennial
(400th Anniversary) of the foundation

of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples; the
Bicentenary of the founding of the Pontifical Mission Society of
the Propagation of the Faith (POPF); and the Centenary of the
“Pontifical” designation of three of the four Pontifical Mission
Societies (The Pontifical Mission Society of the Propagation of
the Faith, The Pontifical Society of the Missionary Childhood &
The Pontifical Society of St. Peter the Apostle).  This is also the
year that the Church beatified our beloved foundress, and
proclaimed her as Blessed Pauline Marie Jaricot in Lyon, France
this past May 22nd.  These milestones are great incentives for all
of us to continue with renewed zeal and commitment in missionary
animation and financial support.

Mission Sunday once again draws us to the mission field.  “You
shall be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8), derived from the last conversation
of the Risen Christ with His disciples before He ascended into
heaven.

Today, we listen to the words of persons who lead witnessing life
and follow them.  Pope Francis emphasizes that the Church’s
sole mission is to bear witness to Christ.  The energy and strength
to carry out this mission comes from the Holy Spirit – “You will
draw strength from the Holy Spirit.”  Our lives can change only
through the Holy Spirit that is given to us especially in baptism
and confirmation.  It is with this power that thousands of martyrs
and saints gave testimony to their faith. 
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We have the testimonies of St. Devasahayam and Blessed
Pauline Jaricot in recent times.    St. Devasahayam, the first lay
martyr in India, lived the Gospel till the end and have inspired
very many.  Blessed Pauline Jaricot realized her role as a lay
missionary in France and today we have the Propagation of the
Faith which serves the Universal Church.

In line with these examples, what is our response to the call of
the Gospel?  Let us consider how we can make each day, a day
of mission, and not just one more ordinary day of the year, for I
am a mission / you are a mission / the Church is a mission.

Prayer of the Faithful:

Cel: As members of the mystical Body of Christ, we support each
other in prayer, as we raise our hearts and minds to God on this
World Mission Sunday.

Your response: Lord, hear our prayer.

1. For the Church - for the accomplishment of her mission in
the World: we pray for our Holy Father Pope Francis, the
ministers of the Church and all those who lead the various
missionary offices, that they may guide the People of God in
compassion, mercy, and empathy. That, as we Journey
towards the Synod, all our missionary initiatives may transform
her as the Church for the poor and of the poor, with shared
responsibility.   Let us Pray to the Lord.

2. In grateful memory of our missionaries who have laid down
their lives for the faith:  reward their missionary zeal, Lord, to
be with you in the heavenly kingdom. May they, while now
enjoying the beatific vision of the Risen Christ, be our
intercessors.  Let us Pray to the Lord.

3. For missionaries, men and women of staunch faith, who
have left their homeland to bear witness to the Gospel in
various parts of the world, that by their word and example
they will be models of missionary discipleship. 

Let us pray to the Lord.
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4.  For the specific needs of our parish community that, fortified
by the sacraments, the bond of unity among families will be
strengthened, in turn leading to spiritual renewal and
reconciliation in the lives of the people.   
Let us Pray to the Lord.

Let us pray silently for our personal needs as well as the needs
of our community

Cel: God our Father, receive our prayers and accept our
thanksgiving for being with us in our mission journeys. We pray
that we fulfil your desire “that all may be one” persevering in hope.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Mission (after Communion)

Heavenly Father, when your only begotten Son Jesus Christ
rose from the dead, He commissioned His followers to “go
and make disciples of all nations” and you remind us that
through our Baptism, we are made sharers in the mission of
the Church.

Empower us by the gifts of the Holy Spirit to be courageous
and zealous in bearing witness to the Gospel, so that the
mission entrusted to the Church, which is still very far from
completion, may find new and efficacious expressions that
bring life and light to the world.

Help us make it possible for all peoples to experience the
saving love and mercy of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever. 
Amen.
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PPPPPASTORAL CENTREASTORAL CENTREASTORAL CENTREASTORAL CENTREASTORAL CENTRE
News

JESUS YOUTH PRAYER GROUP MEETING
– St. Joseph Nursing College

On September 4, 2022 Vizag Youth Director Rev. Fr Prakash
had conducted prayermeeting for St. Joseph Nursing students
(American hospital). Jesus Youth members hadplayed action
songs followed by Spirit led Praise and Worship. Fr. Prakash
has interactedwith the students and took session on Church
teachings and Qualities of a Good Disciplefrom The Gospel of
Luke 14:25-33.It was a wonderful session which Enlighted
everyone. We had a good time of fellowshipwith all.

JESUS YOUTH MISSION EXPOSURE PROGRAM
– Rajahmundry:

We, Jesus Youth members, under the guidance and supervision
of our Vizag Youth DirectorRev Fr. Arji Prakash had organized
3day Mission Exposure Program in Rajahmundry onAugust 13,14
and 15. It was a blessed time at Godavari Parish, Rajahmundry.
We went forMission to Godavari.
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Rev. Fr. Manoj, Parish
Priest of Godavari and
Rev. Sr. Jaise Mary FCC,
Head Mistress ofJubilee
Memorial RCM School
has helped us through-
out the program.

Mission Trip is full of new
lessons, insights and
experiences. Everyone
experienced God in
adifferent way through
this Mission Trip. We
have cleaned school
premises by offering
Godavari Youth & camp;
Teens. Later cleaned
Church and on the same
day we had meeting with
Youth and Catechism
Class for Teens. We
participated in National
Youth Sunday celebra-
tions at parish along with
youth which is followed
by half day program.
Evening we have visited
45 families and prayed
for them.

ONE DAY PRAYER SESSION AT
St. Joseph College for Women - 17-09-2022:

It was truly a grace filled day in the very holy and Blessed church
St Joseph’s Church Waltair for the JY Team and every young
Josephine.

From the beginning to the end, we were totally in control of the
Holy Spirit our Helper and God, Jesus our Saviour and the support
of Mama Mary.
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With Eldha and Manohar starting on a spiritual yet fun filled note,
the Praise and Worship led by Jensen, Vamsi and the JY Choir, a
Spiritual Session ‘Walking with Jesus’ by Ramani Amma and the
wonderfully Religious Clarification Session by Fr Prakash and
his bible inputs - each was powered by God’s infinite grace.

The Post Lunch Session by Fr Prakash on 5 P’s and God’s
unconditional love in his unique style kept the girls glued and totally
spiritually engaged.

The Praise and Adoration Session interspersed by Examination
of Conscience lee by Girish and Jensen & Team transported the
young girls to the world of the Lord. In the end each of the young
girls tore their paper which contained their sins into strips into the
bowl which was burnt by Fr Prakash symbolising a transformation
in each of them. Fr Jose and Fr Balaraju assisted in Confessions.

Holy Mass which ended on the parable of the Sower had a beautiful
homily by Fr Prakash signifying the Word of God in each of our
hearts.
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The icing on the cake was the short testimony of Eldha Joseph
JY Full timer in TRJY region. She enjoyed herself thoroughly and
even the girls were impressed by her passion for the love of Jesus.

Sr Hema, the Vice Principal thanked Fr Prakash JY Team and Fr
Jose and Fr Balaraju and all the girls for their joyful participation.

–––––––––––
REPORT OF CAMPING SISTERS AT MANDAPETA BY
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF ANNECY.

The parish church in Mandapeta is named after the women
follower of Christ –St. Mary Magdalene. This is the only church in
the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam bearing the name of St.Mary
Magdalene.

We the sisters of St. Joseph of Annecy are happy to thank God
for the blessings we received during our stay in Mandapeta parish,
for two months. On 4/8/2022, we reached there and we were
received by one of the parishner and brought to the parish house.
On the following day that is on first Friday we had special prayer,
recollection talk followed by Holy mass. On 6/8/2022 Rev. Fr.
Ratnakar the parish priest informed us that there are 8 sub-stations
and we have to prepare the people for Confirmation. Indeed, we
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were glad and father took us to the village called Athamuru. There
we lived in one of the parishnor’s house for a week and ate
whatever the people offered to us. We visited the whole village
which consists of 60 catholic families. In the same way we lived
in other five villages, which are – YedithaPathapeta,Dulla,
YedithaKothapeta, Damireddypalli, Peddapella. We stayed with
them, prayed with them, ate with them, listened to them and also
prepared them for the sacrament of Confirmation. We had visited
other sub-stations like Tapeswaram, Gollapuntha and Mondapeta
local and prepared the people from the parish house.

 Father asked us to help the people of Dulla to prepare, to
celebrate the village feast that is on 8th, sep.2022. For every
liturgical celebration altar was decorated. There was entrance
dance, intercessory prayers and performance of Harathi, on the
day of solemnity. Before he feast games were conducted for the
children, adults and women. All took active participation and gifts
were distributed for the winners.

Last week of our stay in mandapeta parish from 13/9/2022 to 17/
9/2022 we spent our time, in search of Baptism dates of all those
who are going to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. Besides
that, we also visited many families of catholics and non- catholic’s
in Mandapeta, to increase their faith in the Lord.

The awaited day hadcome, on 18/9/2022 Rev.Fr. BalaShowry the
vicargeneral came to Mandapeta parish and gave the sacrament
of Confirmation to 150 people. They were sealed with the Holy
Spirit and became soldiers for Christ and the Church. The
ceremony started at 9 am with solemn mass and melodious
singing and was ended by 11.30 am everything went on well and
all those who received were happy in radiating the power of the
Holy Spirit with good smile on their faces.

We express our special thanks to Rev.Fr.Ratnakar for taking care
of us during our stay in Mandapeta. He encouraged us by his
faith sharing and prayerful support. We specially take this
opportunity to thank Rev.Fr.Arji Prakash for his constant support
and love. We gladly thank the people of Mandapeta and sub –
stations for their care and concern.
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NOTE: CAMP SISTERS ARE AVAILABLE. PLEASE AVAIL THE
OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE USE OF THEM IN YOUR PASTORAL
MINISTRY. PLEASE TELL US MUCH IN ADVANCE SO THAT
WE CAN ALLOT THEM ACCORDINGLY.

UPCOMING PROGRAMMES :

1. SPL CRICKET LEAGUE:We are happy to conduct 2nd City
Level Cricket Matches under the title of Sophia Premier League

which starts from 25th September. This time there were
altogether 12 teams are going to participate including Father’s
team and English parishes team as well. Please encourage
us for the budling up of team spirit among the youth through
these sports activities. I thank in a special way Rev. Fr. S.
Vijaya Bhaskar, the Principal of Sophia Junior college who is
also Youth Co-Ordinator for the City Youth for making all the
arrangements.

2. VIZIANAGARAM DEANERY LEVEL VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT:
we are happy to conduct 1st Deanery level Volleyball
tournament in Vizianagaram Deanery under the able
leadership of Rev. Fr. Ch. Mariadas, Vizianagaram Deanery
Youth Co – Ordinator and the Parish priest of Mary Nagar,
Salur. The Tournament is going to be held on 3rd and 4th of
October. I request all the deanery parish priests to encourage
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their youth to participate in this tournament. I also request other
deanery youth coordinators to do something for the building
up of team spirit and unity among the youth.

3. POWER YOUTH RETREAT IN TELUGU: We are happy to
conduct once again the most awaited Power Youth Retreat
2022 for the City Deanery youth on 8th October, 2022 at
LourdhuMatha Parish from 9AM to 4PM. I thank in special way
Rev. Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar, the Parish Priest of LourdhuMatha
Parish for hosting this auspicious gathering and willing to
sponsor meals for all the youth. I request all the parish priests
of city deanery to send the youth as many as possible for this
retreat so that they may be benefitted and be helpful to you in
the coming days. We have already sent the circulars and
posters regarding this please do the needful.

4. POWER YOUTH RETREAT IN ENGLISH: We are happy to
conduct for the first time Power Youth Retreat 2022 in ENGLISH
for the City Deanery youth on 9th October, 2022, second Sunday
at KondaGudi (Ross Hills) from 9AM to 4PM. I thank in special
way the MSFS PROVINCIAL AND THE CLERGY for hosting
this auspicious gathering and willing to sponsor meals for all
the youth. I request all the parish priests of city deanery
(especially English Parishes and those parishes where there
are English Mass is being celebrated) to send the youth as
many as possible for this retreat so that they may be benefitted
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and be helpful to you in the coming days. We have already
sent thecirculars and posters regarding this please do the
needful.
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5. GNANA JYOTHI BIBLE EXAM – 2022 : We are happy to
announce once again about the ‘Gnana Jyothi Bible Exam -
2022’. The programme is being conducted from the past 22
years and is very much appreciated by TCBC, Priests,
Religious and Laity of the Telugu Catholic Church of both the
States. This exam is inspiring and enabling many Catholics,
Christians as well as non-Christians to know more about Jesus
Christ, the Saviour of the world and about Holy Scripture. Nearly
6,681 people have participated in this exam in the Year 2021
according to the statistics given by Diocesan Pastoral Centre
Directors across the Telugu States. All this happened with your
support and encouragement. We appreciate the services you
have rendered to the Church to know more about Jesus Christ.
We request you to encourage more and more people to
participate in this exam this year and to know more about Jesus
Christ. This year let’s concentrate more on our Catholic Schools,
Colleges and Hostels etc. According to the instructions given
by His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Prakash Mallavarapu, Archbishop
of Visakhapatnam and Chairman of Jyotirmai Society. The
syllabus and date of exam are given below. There are 4
categories in the exam as previous year. Syllabus is selected
according to the age group of the people that is suitable and
easy to understand.

• 1st Category – 4th to 7th class students only: Gospel according
to St. John.

• 2nd Category – 8th to 10th class students only: Gospel
according to St. Matthew and 2nd letter to the Timothy.

• 3rd Category – Inter and Degree Students: – Book of Tobit
and 1st&amp; 2nd Letters of St. Paul to the Corinthians.

• 4th Category – Employees, Teachers and Elders: Gospel
According to St. Luke and Acts of the Apostles.

• Prizes: Prize money of Rs. 3000/- is allotted for each category
(Total Rs.12,000/- for each Diocese). In each category there
will be 8 prizes. 1st prize Rs. 1000/-, 2nd prize Rs. 700/-, 3rd

prize Rs. 500/-, 4th prize Rs. 300/-, 5th prize Rs. 200/- and three
consolation prizes, each Rs. 100/-

• Please note: The coupon cost is Rs. 15/- therefore, we request
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you to collect Rs. 15/- from each participant and contribute to
Jyotirmai Society. When the Exam is completed, the Prize
money, along with expenses to organize the Exam, will be
sent to you.

• Online: This year those would like to attend the exam online
can also register. The registration fee for online exam is Rs. 10/
-. The details of the online registration will be sent to you soon.

Note: we have sent already the coupon books. If you didn’t get,
please excuse us but you can tell us the number of participants
for each category and collect the amount accordingly we will
send the question papers for the same.

The date of exam will be on First Sunday of
November i.e., 06.11.2022.

NECROLOGY
“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

2-10-2013 Fr. Ignatius Puthur msfs, 67 years, died at Kerala
05-10-2016 Fr. Luke Cheruvil Msfs, 75 years, died at Visakhapatnam
09-10-1910 Fr. Willaim Power msfs, 66 years, died at Badnera, Maharashtra
11-10-1896 Fr. Anselme Chelvum msfs, 57 years, died at Berhampur, Orissa
13-10-1910 Fr. Francis Decarre msfs, 69 years, died at Vizag
17-10-1904 Fr. Jean Marie Girard msfs, 69 years, died at Amravathi,Maharashtra
18-10-1907 Fr. Ambroise Muffat-Merridol msfs, 31 years, died at Surada, Orissa
20-10-1992 Bro. Tinga Manikya Rao msfs, 44 years, died at Hyderabad
23-10-1979 Fr. Xavier Dias msfs, 84 years, died at Vizag
25-10-1905 Fr. Eugene Gojon msfs, 56 years, died at Rue, France
27-1 0-2005 Fr. Zacharias   Ittiappara, 76  years,  died  in Visakhapatnam
28-10-1975 Fr. Alphonse Barril msfs, 88 years, died at Vizag
29-10-1946 Fr.  Eugene Chevallet msfs, 71  years, died at Bheemunipatnam
30-10-2018 Fr. Jakkana Balashouri, 62 Years, Died at Vizag
31 -10-1 956 Fr. Ravulapalli Joseph, 50 years, died at Vizag
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FIRST  PROFESSION
CANOSSIAN DELEGATE HOUSE

It was a day of  immense joy for the Canossian Sisters of  South
East India Delegation. With hearts filled with gratitude we
welcomed two new members to our Canossian family. Sr. Usha
Rani from the Parish of Draksharama and Sr. Swaroopa Rani
from the Parish of Veeraghattam. It is great sign that  God wants
us to reach out to the most needy and is the  proof of His
providential care for this little Institute of Canossian Daughters of
Charity.

The Occasion  was solemnized by Msgr. D. Balashowry, Vicar
General, Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam, on 15th September 2022,
the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, the Patroness of Canossian
Congregation. The Eucharistic celebration was held at 10.30am
at Canossian Delegate House Akkeyapalem. Many priests,
religious and lay faithful participated in the Celebration. The sisters
to be professed entered the Chapel along with their parents,
Delegate Council and priests  with lighted lamps . Fr. Joseph
Prabhakar, Parish priest of Draksharama during his homily
explained about the importance of the Day, the sorrows of Mary
especially the Significance of the third Sorrow and also about the
Religious call. Religious life is a  Call to surrender - through the
vowed life, a Call to Holiness and a  Call to be a Blessing .During
the Holy Mass the Usha Rani and Swaroopa Rani  pronounced
their first Vows in front of the Delegate Superior Teresa Alappat.
They also  received the Medal of Our Lady of Sorrows and the
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Rule of Life of the Canossian  Congregation from the hands of
Rev. Fr. Balashowry. The whole ceremony was very simple,
meaningful and graceful. The newly professed sisters expressed
their gratitude for all those who are present and all those whohave
helped them especially their parents and formators.. After the
Holy Mass there was Felicitation for the newly professed sisters
and agape.

Pastoral Visit Collections
Archbishop’s House, Visakhapatnam

S.No Name of the Parish, Amount
Institution& Family Given

01 St. Peter’s Cathedral 30,000/-

02 GWK 24,000/-

03 Fort Catholic Sisters 2,000/-

04 Pitapuram 5,000/-

05 Co- Cathedral 10,000/-

06 Sisters of the Holy spirit, Pune 10,000/-

07 Arunodaya 10,000/-

08 Butchirajupalem 10,000/-

09 Akula Hemalatha First Salary 18,000/-

Total 1,19,000/-
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
Paul VI Audience Hall

Wednesday, 24 August 2022

Catechesis on Old Age - 18. The labour pains of creation. The
story of the creature as a mystery of gestation

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

We recently celebrated the Assumption into heaven of the Mother
of Jesus. This mystery illuminates the fulfilment of the grace that
shaped Mary’s destiny, and it also illuminates our destination. The
destination is heaven.  I would like to conclude the cycle of catecheses
on old age with this image of the Virgin assumed into heaven. In the
West, we contemplate her lifted up, enveloped in glorious light; in the
East she is depicted reclining, sleeping, surrounded by the Apostles
in prayer, while the Risen Lord holds her in his hands like a child.

Theology has always reflected on the relationship of this singular
‘assumption’ with death, which the dogma does not define. I think it
would be even more important to make explicit the relationship of
this mystery with the resurrection of the Son, which opens the way
for the generation of life for us all. In the divine act of reuniting Mary
with the Risen Christ, the normal bodily corruption of human death
is not simply transcended - not only this - the bodily assumption of
the life of God is anticipated. In fact, the destiny of the resurrection
that pertains to us is anticipated: because, according to Christian
faith, the Risen One is the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.
The Risen Lord is the one who went first, who rose before everyone;
then we will go, this is our destiny: to rise again.

We could say - following Jesus’ words to Nicodemus - that it is a
little like a second birth (cf. Jn 3:3-8). If the first was a birth on earth,
this second is a birth in heaven. It is no coincidence that the Apostle
Paul, in the text that was read at the beginning, speaks of labour
pain (cf. Rom 8:22). Just as, in the moment we come out of our
mother’s womb, we are still ourselves - the same human being that
was in the womb - so, after death, we are born to heaven, to God’s
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space, and we are still ourselves, who walked on this earth. It is
analogous to what happened to Jesus: the Risen One is still Jesus:
he does not lose his humanity, his experience, or even his
corporeality, no, because without it he would no longer be himself,
he would not be Jesus: that is, with his humanity, with his lived
experience.

The experience of the disciples, to whom he appears for forty days
after his resurrection, tells us this. The Lord shows them the wounds
that sealed his sacrifice; but they are no longer the ugliness of the
painfully suffered disgrace. They are now the indelible proof of his
faithful love to the very end. Jesus, risen with his body, lives in the
Trinitarian intimacy of God! And in it he does not lose his memory,
he does not abandon his history, he does not dissolve the
relationships he lived on earth. To his friends he promised: “And
when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also” (Jn 14:3). He
left to prepare a place for us, for all of us, and after preparing a
place, he will come. He will not come only  at the end for everyone.
He will come each time for each one of us. He will come to seek us
out to bring us to him. In this sense, death is a kind of step toward
the encounter with Jesus who is waiting for me, to bring me to him.

The Risen One lives in God’s world, where there is a place for
everyone, where a new earth is being formed, and the heavenly
city, man’s final dwelling place, is being built. We cannot imagine
this transfiguration of our mortal corporeality, but we are certain that
it will keep our faces recognisable and allow us to remain human in
God’s heaven. It will allow us to participate, with sublime emotion, in
the infinite and blissful exuberance of God’s creative act, whose
endless adventures we will experience first-hand.

When Jesus speaks of the Kingdom of God, he describes it as a
wedding feast; as a party with friends; as the work that makes the
house perfect. It is the surprise that makes the harvest richer than
the sowing. Taking seriously the Gospel words about the Kingdom
enables our sensitivities to enjoy God’s working and creative love,
and puts us in tune with the unprecedented destination of the life
we sow. In our old age, my dear contemporaries — and I speak to
the old men and old women — in our old age, the importance of the
many ‘details’ of which life is made — a caress, a smile, a gesture,
an appreciated effort, an unexpected surprise, a hospitable
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cheerfulness, a faithful bond — becomes more acute. The essentials
of life, which we hold most dear as we approach our farewell, become
definitively clear to us. See: this wisdom of old age is the place of
our gestation, which illuminates the lives of children, of young people,
of adults, of the entire community. We, the elderly should be this for
others: light for others. Our whole life appears like a seed that will
have to be buried so that its flower and its fruit can be born. It will be
born, along with everything else in the world. Not without labour
pains, not without pain, but it will be born (cf. Jn 16:21-23). And the
life of the risen body will be a hundred and a thousand times more
alive than we have tasted it on this earth (cf. Mk 10:28-31).

It is not by chance, that while waiting for the Apostles by the lake,
the Risen Lord roasts some fish (cf. Jn 21:9) and then offers it to
them. This gesture of caring love gives us a glimpse of what awaits
us as we cross to the other shore. Yes, dear brothers and sisters,
especially you elderly, the best of life is yet to come. “But we are
old, what more should we see”? The best, because the best of life
is yet to come. Let us hope for this fullness of life that awaits us all,
when the Lord calls us. May the Mother of the Lord and our Mother,
who has preceded us to heaven, restore to us the eager anticipation
of expectation, because it is not an anaesthetised expectation. It is
not a bored expectation, no, it is an expectation with eager
anticipation. It is an expectation: “When will my Lord come? When
will I be able to go there”? A little bit of fear, because I don’t know
what this step means, and passing through that door causes a little
fear. But there is always the hand of the Lord that carries us forward,
and beyond the door there is the party.

Let us be attentive, dear old people, contemporaries, let us be
attentive. He is expecting us. Just one step and then the party. Thank
you.

–––––––––––––––––

Wednesday, 31 August 2022

Catechesis On Discernment:  1. What does it mean to discern?

Dear brothers and sisters, good day!

Today we begin a new series of catecheses: we have finished the
catechesis on old age, now we begin a new series dealing with
discernment. Discernment is an important act that concerns
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everyone, because decisions are an essential part of life. Discerning
decisions. One chooses food, clothing, a course of study, a job, a
relationship. In all of these, a life project is realised, and even our
relationship with God is concretized.

In the Gospel, Jesus speaks of discernment with images taken from
ordinary life ; for example, he describes the fishers who select the
good fish and discard the bad ones; or the merchant who knows
how to identify, among many pearls, the one of greatest value. Or
he who, ploughing a field, comes across something that turns out
to be a treasure (cf. Mt 13:44-48).

In the light of these examples, discernment presents itself as an
exercise of intelligence, and also of skill and also of will, to seize
the opportune moment: these are the conditions for making a good
choice. It takes intelligence, skill, and also will to make a good choice.
And there is also a price required for discernment to become
effective. To perform his trade to the best of his ability, the fisherman
reckons with hard work, long nights spent at sea, and then the fact
of discarding some of the catch, accepting a loss of profit for the
sake of those for whom it is intended. The pearl merchant does not
hesitate to spend everything to buy that pearl; and so does the
person who has stumbled upon a treasure. [These are] unexpected,
unplanned situations, where it is crucial to recognise the importance
and urgency of a decision to be made.

Everyone has to make decisions; there is no one to make them for
us. At a certain point, adults can freely ask for advice, reflect, but
the decision is our own. We can’t say, ‘I lost this, because my
husband decided, my wife decided, my brother decided’. No. You
have to decide, each of us has to decide, and for this reason, it is
important to know how to discern. In order to decide well, it is
necessary to know how to discern.

The Gospel suggests another important aspect of discernment: it
involves the emotions. The one who has found the treasure feels
no difficulty in selling everything, so great is his joy (cf. Mt 13:44).
The term used by the evangelist Matthew indicates a very special
joy, which no human reality can give; and indeed it recurs in very
few other passages of the Gospel, all of which refer to the encounter
with God. It is the joy of the wise men when, after a long and arduous
journey, they see the star again (cf. Mt 2:10); the joy, it is the joy of
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the women who return from the empty tomb after hearing the angel’s
announcement of the resurrection (cf. Mt 28:8). It is the joy of those
who have found the Lord. Making a good decision, a right decision,
always leads you to that final joy; perhaps along the way you have
to suffer a bit of uncertainty, thinking, seeking, but in the end the
right decision blesses you with joy.

In the final judgement God will exercise discernment — the great
discernment — with regard to us. The images of the farmer, the
fisherman, and the merchant are examples of what happens in the
Kingdom of Heaven, a Kingdom that manifests itself in the ordinary
actions of life, which require us to take a stand. This is why it is so
important to be able to discern: great choices can arise from
circumstances that at first sight seem secondary, but turn out to be
decisive. For example, let us think of Andrew and John’s first
encounter with Jesus, an encounter that stems from a simple
question: “Rabbi, where do you live?” — “Come and see”, says
Jesus (cf. Jn 1:38-39). A very brief exchange, but it is the beginning
of a change that, step by step, will mark their whole life. Years later,
the Evangelist will continue to remember that encounter that
changed him forever, and he will even remember the time: ‘It was
about four o’clock in the afternoon’ (v. 39). It is the hour when time
and the eternal met in his life. And in a good decision, correct, there
is an encounter between God’s will and our will; there is an encounter
between the present path and the eternal. Making the right decision,
after a path of discernment, is to make this encounter: time with
eternity.

So: knowledge, experience, emotion, will. These are some of the
indispensable elements of discernment. In the course of these
catecheses we will see others, equally important.

Discernment — as I’ve said — involves hard work. According to
the Bible, we do not find set before us, pre-packaged, the life we
are to live. No! We have to decide it all the time, according to the
reality that comes. God invites us to evaluate and choose: He
created us free and wants us to exercise our freedom. Therefore,
discerning is demanding.

We have often had this experience: choosing something that
seemed good to us and yet was not. Or knowing what our true
good was and not choosing it. Human beings, unlike animals, can
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be wrong, can be unwilling to choose correctly. And the Bible shows
this from its very first pages. God gives man a precise instruction: if
you want to live, if you want to enjoy life, remember that you are a
creature, that you are not the criterion of good and evil, and that the
choices you make will have a consequence, for you, for others and
for the world (cf. Gen 2:16-17); you can make the earth a magnificent
garden or you can make it a desert of death. A fundamental teaching:
it is no coincidence that this is the first dialogue between God and
man. The dialogue is: the Lord gives the mission, you have to do
this and that; and with every step that people take, they have to
discern which decision to make. Discernment is that reflection of
the mind, of the heart, that we have to do before making a decision.

Discernment is demanding but indispensable for living. It requires
that I know myself, that I know what is good for me here and now.
Above all, it requires a filial relationship with God. God is Father
and He does not leave us alone, He is always willing to advise us,
to encourage us, to welcome us. But He never imposes His will.
Why? Because He wants to be loved and not feared. And also, God
wants children, not slaves: free children. And love can only be lived
in freedom. To learn to live, one must learn to love, and for this it is
necessary to discern: what can I do now, faced with this alternative?
Let it be a sign of greater love, of greater maturity in love. Let us ask
the Holy Spirit to guide us! Let us invoke Him every day, especially
when we have choices to make. Thank you.

–––––––––––

Wednesday, 7 September 2022

Catechesis On Discernment: 2. An example: Ignatius of Loyola

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

We are continuing our reflection on discernment — during this time
we will speak about spiritual discernment every Wednesday — and
in doing so, referring to a specific witness can be helpful to us.

One of the most instructive examples is offered to us by Saint Ignatius
of Loyola, with a decisive episode in his life. Ignatius was at home
convalescing after injuring a leg in battle. To dispel the boredom, he
asked for something to read. He loved tales of chivalry, but
unfortunately, there were only the lives of the saints at home.
Somewhat reluctantly, he adapted, but in the course of reading, he
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began to discover another world, a world that won him over and
seemed to compete with that of knights. He was fascinated by the
figures of Saint Francis and Saint Dominic, and felt the desire to
imitate them. But the world of chivalry also continued to exert its
fascination on him. Thus, he felt within himself this alternation of
thoughts — those of chivalry and those of the saints — which seem
to be on par with one another.

Ignatius, however, also began to perceive some differences. In his
Autobiography — in the third person — he wrote: “When he thought
of worldly things” — and of chivalrous things, of course — “it gave
him great pleasure, but afterward he found himself dry and sad. But
when he thought of journeying to Jerusalem, and of living only on
herbs and practising austerities, he found pleasure not only while
thinking of them, but also when he had ceased” (Chapter 8); they
left him a trace of joy.

In this experience we note two aspects, above all. The first is time :
that is, the thoughts of the world are attractive at the beginning, but
then they lose their lustre and leave emptiness and discontent; they
leave you that way, empty. Thoughts of God, on the contrary, rouse
first a certain resistance — “But I’m not going to read this boring
thing about saints” — but when they are welcomed, they bring an
unknown peace that lasts for a long time.

Here, then, is the other aspect: the end point of thoughts. At first
the situation does not seem so clear. There is a development of
discernment: for example, we understand what is good for us not in
an abstract, general way, but in the journey of our life. In the rules
for discernment, the fruit of this fundamental experience, Ignatius
laid down an important premise, which helps to understand this
process: “In the persons who go from mortal sin to mortal sin, the
enemy is commonly used to propose to them apparent pleasures”
— to reassure them that everything is fine — “making them imagine
sensual delights and pleasures in order to hold them more and make
them grow in their vices and sins. In these persons the good spirit
uses the opposite method, pricking them and biting their consciences
through the process of reason” (Spiritual Exercises , 314). But this
will not do.

There is a history that precedes one who discerns, a history that it
is indispensable to know, because discernment is not a sort of oracle
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or fatalism, or something from a laboratory, like casting one’s lot on
two possibilities. The great questions arise when we have already
travelled a stretch of the road in life, and it is to that journey that we
must return in order to understand what we are looking for. If in life
we make a little progress, then: “But why am I walking in this
direction, what am I looking for?”, and that is where discernment
takes place. When he found himself wounded in his father’s house,
Ignatius was not thinking of God at all, or of how to reform his own
life, no. He had his first experience of God by listening to his own
heart, which presented him with a curious reversal: things that were
attractive at first sight left him disillusioned, whereas in others, less
dazzling, he perceived lasting peace. We too have this experience;
very often we begin to think about something, and we stay there,
and then we end up disappointed. Instead, when we carry out a
work of charity, do something good and feel something of happiness,
a good thought comes to us, and happiness comes to us, something
of joy. It is an experience that is entirely our own. He, Ignatius, had
his first experience of God by listening to his own heart, that showed
him a curious reversal. This is what we must learn: to listen to our
own heart, to know what is happening, what decision to make. To
make a judgement on a situation, one must listen to one’s own
heart. We listen to the television, the radio, the mobile phone. We
are experts at listening, but I ask you: do you know how to listen to
your heart? Do you stop to ask: “But how is my heart? Is it satisfied,
is it sad, is it searching for something?”. In order to make good
decisions, one must listen to one’s own heart.

This is why Ignatius would go on to suggest reading the lives of the
saints, because they show God’s style in the lives of people who
are not very different from us, in a narrative and comprehensible
way; because saints were made of flesh and blood like us. Their
actions speak to ours, and they help us understand their meaning.

In that famous episode of the two feelings that Ignatius had, one
when he read about knights and the other when he read about the
lives of  saints, we can recognise another important aspect of
discernment, which we already mentioned last time. There is an
apparent randomness  in life’s events: everything seems to arise
from a banal setback — there were no books about knights, only
about the lives of saints, a  setback that nonetheless held a possible
turning point. Only after some time would Ignatius realize this, at



33

which point he would devote all his attention to it. Listen carefully:
God works through un-plannable events that happen by chance,
but by chance this happened to me, and by chance I met this person,
by chance I saw this film. It was not planned but God works through
un-plannable events, and also through setbacks: “But I was
supposed to go for a walk and I had a problem with my foot, I can’t…”.
Setback: what is God saying to you? What is life telling you there?
We have also seen this in a passage from the Gospel of Matthew:
a man ploughing a field accidentally comes across a buried treasure.
A totally unexpected situation. But what is important is that he
recognises it as the lucky break of his life and decides accordingly:
he sells everything and buys that field (cf. 13:44). I will give you a
piece of advice: beware of the unexpected. He who says: “But I
wasn’t expecting this”. Is it life speaking to you, is it the Lord speaking
to you, or is it the devil? Someone. But there is something to discern:
how I react when faced with the unexpected. But I was quiet at
home and “Boom!” — my mother-in-law arrives. And how do you
react to your mother-in-law? Is it love or something else inside?
And you must discern. I was working well in the office, and a
companion comes along to tell me he needs money: how do you
react? Seeing what happens when we experience things we were
not expecting, and  learning to know our heart as it moves.

Discernment is the aid in recognising the signals with which the
Lord makes himself known in unexpected, even unpleasant
situations, as the wounded leg was for Ignatius. A life-changing
encounter can arise from them, forever, as in the case of Ignatius.
Something can arise that makes you better along the way, or worse,
I don’t know, but being attentive: the most beautiful narrative thread
comes from the unexpected: “How do I act in view of this?” May the
Lord help us listen to our hearts and see when it is He who acts,
and when it is not and it is something else.

–––––––––––––––––
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In Loving Memory
of

Rev. Fr. Joseph Kochuchira

Rev. Fr. Joseph Kochuchira was born on May 28th 1944
in Kumarakom, Kottayam District Kerela. His parents Mr. Joseph
and Anna had five children. Four Sons and one Daughter among
them three are Missionary Priests. Fr. Joseph Kochuchira is the
eldest in the family.

He did his minor Seminary at Mount Mary Arumanoor
Kerala; his Philosophy & Theology at St. John’s Regional Seminary,
Hyderabad, Regency was at Pedda Boddepalli. He was Ordained
in the year 1974 and had 48 years of long priestly life and ministry
in various places of Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam and diocese
of Srikakulam. He is known for his dedication, uncompromising
mind and heart towards fundamentals of the Catholic teaching
and Sacramental life.

PASTORAL MINISTRY
As Assistant:

Payakaraopeta (1974-77)
Gnanapuram (77-80)
Bobbili (80-82)

As Parish Priest:
Srikakulam (82- July 85)
Uttaravalli (July 85- May 92)
Prathipadu (May 1992- June 2000)
Vizianagaram (June 2000 - June 2005)
Koduru (June 2005 - August 2009)
Maharanipeta (August 2009-May 2014)
Yellamanchili (May 2014-May 2019)
Mangalapalem (May 2019- June 2022)
L.Kota (June 2022 –Sept 2022).
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In the early hours Wednesday, Sept. 14th 2022, he had chest
pain and in a short time breathed his last at about 4.50 a.m.

In my initial years in Visakhapatnam he was a good neighbour
as Parish Priest of St. Anthony’s Parish Maharanipeta. I take
this occasion to thank Kochuchira family for giving this priest for
the mission in Visakhapatnam. Dear family members we join
you in your grief for the sudden death of Rev. Fr. Joseph
Kochuchira, May the Lord console and comfort you.

On behalf of the clergy, religious and lay faithful from all the
parishes where he served, I want to thank the Almighty God for
blessing our Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam in and through Rev.
Fr. Joseph Kochuchira. May he rest in Eternal Peace!

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

Many Happy Returns of the Day &  Happy Feast
 To you, Dear Fathers

Fr. Mariadas Polamarasetty 1
Fr. Pushpanadham Annu 1
Fr. Manoj Kumar Boddapati 2
Fr. Francis Pasupuleti 4
Fr. Vemagiri Francis 4
Fr. Agnel Ravindra Kumar Eagala 8
Fr. Velangani Ramesh Kumar Yerra 17
Fr. Lukose Kallakkat 18
Fr. Thomas Pulickal 19
Fr. Prathap Sarisa 20
Fr. Joseph Bandanadam 22
Fr. Chinnappa Kothapalli 25
Fr. Simon Kinthala 28
Fr. Kattu Prabhakar 29
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The Days To Remember

Birthday

Feastday

Birthday

Feastday
Birthday
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Adieu to    Sr. ROBERT, SAL
25th September, 2022 is a grief stricken day

for the sisters of St. Ann, Luzern as our
beloved Sr.Robert left us for eternity.

She was born on 20th August,1946 as
the fourth child of  late Mr.& Mrs.
Thomas and Annakuty in the
family of Nelluvelil  at Palai,
Kottayam, Kerala.They are 12
siblings.The family is blessed

with two priests and two religious
sisters. After the  completion of  her Schooling,she  joined the  Society
of St. Ann  in the year 1963 and pronunced her Yes to the Lord in the
year 1968 and committed her life totally to the Lord in the year 1971.

She was a teacher by profession and rendered her services at
Gannavaram, Bheemunipatnam, Paderu, Pathapatnam,
Malkapuram,  Khammam, Pedabayalu, Bhadrachalem, Prateeksha
and Shalom. She served the Lord and His people in various
capacities as a teacher, principal,animator,warden and an English
teacher for the formees. Sr. Robert was admitted in Malkapuram
hospital on 14th May 2022, with leg swelling and pain. Thereafter
she was diagnossed with ovarian cancer. (Malignant ovarian
neoplasam). For further treatment she was taken to TATA Cancer
hospital at Visakhapatnam and had 5 chemos. Inspite of the best
care and medication her soul flew away peacefully to her master on
25th around 8.20 p.m.

Sr. Robert was very simple, gentle and an unassuming soul who
loved her Master most sincerely. The fragrance of her sweet memories
will stay with us always as she was a power house of prayer and
support for the Society especially to the formees  and was a role
model for all of us. She was always very cheerful and surrendered
herself humbly, enduring all her sufferings gracefully. She was deeply
rooted in prayer, having a special devotion to Mother Mary. Sr. Robert
was not afraid to face death because she was aware that death is a
calling of Him who has chosen her from all eternity. We miss her
presence with us very much, but we are consoled that she is  with the
Lord, enjoying His presence. The Lord who has with you in your active
life and suffering found her  worthy to enter into the eternal bliss.

May her Soul rest in peace!  - Amen.
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9thSeptember was a day
of sorrow to

 Rev. Fr.  P. Mariadas who
lost their

beloved one,
Mr. Madimi Velangani Raju

brother-in-law of
 Fr. P. Mariadas.

Heartfelt Condolences to
Dear fathers

24th September was a day of
sorrow to

Rev. Frs. P. Joseph Prabhakar
and A. Pradeep who lost their

beloved one,
Mr. Arinana Pushpa Rao uncle

of
Fr. Joseph Prabhakar

We the clergy and religious of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese express
our deep sorrow and heartfelt condolences to our beloved Fathers
and to their family members and relatives. Eternal rest grant unto
them, O Lord & let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls
of the faithful departed, through the mercy of Lord, rest in peace.
Amen.
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