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The Pastor Speaks …..
Our birth and life journey as that of
Mother Mary in the plan of the God!
Our Blessed Mother's Nativity and the Celebration
of the Feast of our Lady of Good Health are good
occasions to reflect on God's plan for her and God's
plan for the humanity. May our celebrations lead us to reflect and
pray on the mystery of our own birth and our journey of life! Since we
are venerating our Blessed Mother as Mother of good health, it is an
opportunity to reflect on the physical and psychological ailments in
our life and in the life of our near and dear ones.
Our birth is a deliberate event in the plan of God. There are no easy
answers to the question why Iam born. Instead, it is good to observe
thejourney of our life. Try to see how through the sum total of
innumerable events, with all the twists and turns, how our life has
been. As believers in God who is the source of our life, and sustainer
of our life. God is also our final destiny. With this faith and in this
contact or communion with God, like our Blessed Mother, we should
see gradually and understand the plan God has/had for us. We have
to listen to this God and listen to our parents, family members, elders
and teachers through whom Godspeaks and directs. No one among
us can answer, if asked: did you know in your childhood days or as a
high school student that you will be what and where you are today?
That our Blessed Mother was to be the Mother of God was made
known to her, surprising her and even shocking her; "how can this
be"? A virgin to be the Mother, that too, of the "Son of the Most High!
Here we need to see another point: the stories of our life are unique
and different. We need to accept, appreciate, and be positively
disposed without giving to comparisons that lead to discontentment,
disappointments, and even despair. Dear brothers and sisters, our
birth and journey of life has to be seen in and through our faith. God's
revelation will keep on throwing light on what God wants our life to be
and how we need to do our part!
In our bodily state of life, that is, inphysical state, our life journey is
inseparably connected and lived. Though the bodily life can be
regulated through our thinking and planning, regarding the care body
needs, body cannot be taken for granted; "A healthy soul/spirit in a
healthy"! We allknow that we try to take care of our body and its
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needs. But, bodily life itself becomes or is a "mystery". As we do not
know about the mystery of life, there is something wonderful and
mysterious about our "Body" and about how this body functions. Bodily
health, however is most unpredictable. There is hardly anyone who
does not take some medication and help of physicians/doctors. We
take responsibility for the whole life, body and spirit/soul. We want to be
healthy in body and spirit. "Sin affects the health of Soul and body!
Malfunctioning of bodily parts needs to be attended. Mysterious as it
is, when ailments develop it is our responsibility to do all that is possible.
Here we know that there are many things beyond our means and
capacities due to the complexity of biological and psychological makeup.
Whatever it may be, one thing is certain, "UNCERTAINTY." Help of God's
grace, intercession of blessed Mother and holy men and women,
and prayer support of believers, we know, in a mysterious way make
true difference! Miracles keep happening due to divine interventions!
In this regard Our Lady of Good Health stands as the "Source of Hope,"
in facing ailments that show up, surprising us and our dear ones!
A word about the "support" everyone can give to others. Today the
cost of health care is such a burden that many families end up
devastated- financially, psychologically, socially and in many other ways!
Besidespraying for them through our visits and spending time, and
standing by them as they struggle,if one or a group organizes to mobilize
help, etc. it will be a great support in a tangible and concrete expression
of support! As priests and religious in the pastoral care members of
Pious Associations, and people of good will can give this support to
the sick, besides administering the sacraments and offering prayers!
Conclusion: "For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me
together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. My
frame was not hidden from you, when Iwas being made in secret,
Intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes beheld my
unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that were
formed for me, when none of them as yet existed. How weighty to me
are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! I try to count
them- they are more than the sand; I come to the end - I am still with
you."(Psalm 139: 13-18). WISH YOU A HAPPY FEAST OF NATIVITY OF

THE OUR LADY OF GOOD HEALTH
† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth since at least the sixth
century. A September birth was chosen because the Eastern Church
begins its Church year with September. The September 8 date
helped determine the date for the feast of the Immaculate
Conception on December 8.
Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s birth. However, the
apocryphal Protoevangelium of James fills in the gap. This work
has no historical value, but it does reflect the development of
Christian piety. According to this account, Anna and Joachim are
infertile but pray for a child. They receive the promise of a child who
will advance God’s plan of salvation for the world. Such a story, like
many biblical counterparts, stresses the special presence of God in
Mary’s life from the beginning.
Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving work. He
tells the earth to rejoice and shine forth in the light of her birth. “She
is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the precious lily of the
valley. Through her birth the nature inherited from our first parents
is changed.” The opening prayer at Mass speaks of the birth of
Mary’s Son as the dawn of our salvation, and asks for an increase
of peace.
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Reflection
We can see every human birth as a call for new hope in the world.
The love of two human beings has joined with God in his creative
work. The loving parents have shown hope in a world filled with
travail. The new child has the potential to be a channel of God’s love
and peace to the world.
This is all true in a magnificent way in Mary. If Jesus is the perfect
expression of God’s love, Mary is the foreshadowing of that love. If
Jesus has brought the fullness of salvation, Mary is its dawning.
Birthday celebrations bring happiness to the celebrant as well as to
family and friends. Next to the birth of Jesus, Mary’s birth offers the
greatest possible happiness to the world. Each time we celebrate
her birth, we can confidently hope for an increase of peace in our
hearts and in the world at large.
Taken From
Franciscan Media

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS ON BEATIFICATION
OF THE SERVANT OF GOD, POPE JOHN PAUL I
Saint Peter’s Square
XXIII Sunday in Ordinary Time - Sunday, 4 September 2022
Jesus is making his way to Jerusalem, and
today’s Gospel tells us that “large crowds were
travelling with him” (Lk 24:25). To travel with
Jesus means to follow him, to become his
disciples. Yet, the Lord’s message to those
people was not exactly appealing; in fact, it
was quite demanding: whoever does not love
him more than his or her own family, whoever
does not carry the cross, whoever remains
attached to earthly goods, cannot be his
disciple (cf. vv. 26-27.33). Why does Jesus
say these things to the crowds? What do these admonitions mean?
Let us try to answer these questions.
First, we see a great crowd of people following Jesus. We can
imagine that many were attracted by his words, astonished at the
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things he did, and saw him as a source of hope for the future. What
would any teacher of that time or, for that matter, what would any
astute leader do, seeing that his or her words and charisma attract
crowds and increase his or her popularity? The same thing happens
today, at times of personal or societal crisis, when we are especially
prey to feelings of anger or we fear things that threaten our future.
We become more susceptible and thus, on the tide of emotion, we
look to those who can shrewdly take advantage of the situation,
profiting from society’s fears and promising to be the “saviour” who
can solve all its problems, whereas in reality they are looking for
wider approval and for greater power, based on the impression they
make, their ability to have things in hand.
The Gospel tells us that this is not Jesus’ way. God’s style is different.
It is important to understand God’s style, how he acts. God acts
according to a style, and God’s style is different from that of certain
people, since he does not exploit our needs or use our vulnerability
for his own aggrandizement. He does not want to seduce us with
deceptive promises or to distribute cheap favours; he is not
interested in huge crowds. He is not obsessed with numbers; he
does not seek approval; he does not idolize personal success. On
the contrary, he seems to be worried when people follow him with
giddy excitement and enthusiasm. As a result, instead of yielding
to the allure of popularity – for popularity is alluring – he asks each
person to discern carefully their reason for following him and the
consequences that it will entail. For many in those crowds might
have been following Jesus because they hoped he would be a leader
who could set them free from their enemies, someone who, once
in power, could share that power with them, or someone who by
performing miracles could make hunger and disease disappear.
We can follow the Lord for any number of reasons. Some of these,
it must be acknowledged, are worldly. A perfect religious exterior
can serve to hide the mere satisfaction of one’s own needs, the
quest of personal prestige, the desire for a certain social status or
to keep things under control, the thirst for power and privilege, the
desire for recognition and so on. This happens even nowadays
among Christians. Yet that is not the style of Jesus. That cannot
be the style of his disciples and of his Church. If anyone follows
Jesus with this kind of self-interest, he or she has taken the wrong
path.
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The Lord demands a different attitude. To follow him does not mean
to become part of a court or a triumphal procession, or even to receive
a lifetime insurance policy. On the contrary, it means “carrying one’s
cross” (Lk 14:27): shouldering, like him, one’s own burdens and those
of others, making one’s life a gift, not a possession, spending it in
imitation of his own generous and merciful love for us. These are
decisions that engage the totality of our lives. For this reason, Jesus
desires that his disciples prefer nothing to this love, even their deepest
affections and greatest treasures.
To do this, we need to look to him more than to ourselves, to learn
how to love, and to learn this from the Crucified One. In him, we see
the love that bestows itself to the very end, without measure and
without limits. The measure of love is to love without measure. In
the words of Pope John Paul, “we are the objects of undying love on
the part of God” (Angelus, 10 September 1978). An undying love: it
never sinks beneath the horizon of our lives; it shines upon us and
illumines even our darkest nights. When we gaze upon the Crucified
Lord, we are called to the heights of that love, to be purified of our
distorted ideas of God and of our self-absorption, and to love God
and others, in Church and society, including those who do not see
things as we do, to love even our enemies.
To love even at the cost of sacrifice, silence, misunderstanding,
solitude, resistance and persecution. To love in this way, even at
this price, because, as Blessed John Paul I also said, if you want to
kiss Jesus crucified, “you cannot help bending over the cross and
letting yourself be pricked by a few thorns of the crown on the Lord’s
head” (General Audience, 27 September 1978). A love that
perseveres to the end, thorns and all: no leaving things half done,
no cutting corners, no fleeing difficulties. If we fail to aim high, if we
refuse to take risks, if we content ourselves with a watered-down
faith, we are, as Jesus says, like those who want to build a tower but
do not estimate the cost; they “lay the foundations”, but then are “not
able to finish the work” (v. 29). If the fear of losing ourselves makes
us stop giving ourselves, we leave things undone: our relationships
and work, our responsibilities and commitments, our dreams and even
our faith. And then we end up living life halfway – and how many
people live life halfway, and we also frequently are tempted to live life
halfway – without ever taking the decisive step – this is what it means
to live life halfway – without ever taking flight, without ever taking risks
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for the good, and without ever truly committing ourselves to helping
others. Jesus asks us precisely this: live the Gospel and you will live
your life, not halfway but to the full. Live the Gospel, live life, with no
compromises.
Dear brothers and sisters, our new Blessed lived that way: in the joy
of the Gospel, without compromises, loving to the very end. He
embodied the poverty of the disciple, which is not only detachment
from material goods, but also victory over the temptation to put oneself
at the centre, to seek one’s own glory. On the contrary, following the
example of Jesus, he was a meek and humble pastor. He thought of
himself as dust on which God deigned to write (cf. A. LUCIANI/JOHN
PAUL I, Opera Omnia, Padua, 1988, vol. II, 11). That is why he could
say: “The Lord recommended it so much: be humble. Even if you
have done great things, say: ‘We are useless servants’” (General
Audience, 6 September 1978).
With a smile, Pope John Paul managed to communicate the goodness
of the Lord. How beautiful is a Church with a happy, serene and
smiling face, a Church that never closes doors, never hardens hearts,
never complains or harbours resentment, does not grow angry or
impatient, does not look dour or suffer nostalgia for the past, falling
into an attitude of going backwards. Let us pray to him, our father
and our brother, and ask him to obtain for us “the smile of the soul”,
a transparent smile that does not deceive, the smile of the soul. Let
us pray, in his own words: “Lord take me as I am, with my defects,
with my shortcomings, but make me become what you want me to
be” (General Audience, 13 September 1978). Amen.

LET US PRAY
The Holy Father’s prayer intention:
For the abolition of the death penalty - we pray that the death
penalty, which attacks the dignity of the human person, may be
legally abolished in every country.
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COMMUNICATIONS
Recollection for the pastoral clergy in September will be at the
deanery level. May the respective deans make arrangements for
the recollection day and inform in advance the priests in the deanery
about the place and time.
–––––––––––––––––––––
There will not be any engagements of our Archbishop in
the Parishes or Institutions till the end of October 2022.
† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

PASTORAL CENTRE

News

1. Catholic / Catechism Teachers Meeting on 12-08-2022:
The Meeting was held after a long period of two years and more
due to Covid Situation. Almost 50 teachers gathered together to
discuss about the Catechism syllabus for the academic year 202223. And many expressed their views about adding verses from
the Bible into the syllabus and hence we have taken the collection
of Bible Verses made by Rev. Fr. Joseph Kochuchira and included
as part of the syllabus for the classes 8th to 10th (25 Bible Verses)
and Inter and Degree Students (50 Bible Verses) as well. Rev.
Fr. Ratna Kumar, The Deputy General Manager of RCM Aided
Schools presided over the meeting and expressed his views on
the Importance of Catholic teachers in taking up the Catechism
of Catholic Church for young people.

CATECHISM SYLLABUS FOR THE YEAR 2022
Class – I
1. God our Father (Book – 1)
Lesson Numbers: 1,2,3,4,9,14,15,20,22,23
2. Memorisation:
Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be...
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Class – II
1. Jesus Our Saviour (Book – 2)
Lesson Numbers: 1,2,3,4,6,7,14,25,26,31
2. Memorisation: I Confess (Along with Sign of the Cross, Our
Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be…)

Class – III
1. Living With Jesus (Book – 3)
Lesson Numbers: 1,2,3,4,5,6,8,10,11,15
2. Memorisation: Apostle’s Creed (Along with Sign of the Cross,
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, I Confess)

Class – IV
1. Jesus Our Guide (Book – 4)
Lesson Numbers: 1,3,6,8,9,13,14,20,24,25
2. Memorisation: 10 Commandments (Along with Sign of the Cross,
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, I Confess, Apostle’s Creed)

Class – V
1. We Believe (Book – 5)
Lesson Numbers: 1,2,6,8,13,16,17,20,25,26
2. Memorisation: Precepts of the Church, Act of Contrition (Along
with Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, I Confess,
Apostle’s Creed, 10 Commandments)

Class – VI
1. The Commandments (Book – 6)
Lesson Numbers: 1,2,5,7,11,12,16,17,22,25
2. Memorisation: 7 sacraments (Along with Sign of the Cross, Our
Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, I Confess, Apostle’s Creed, 10
Commandments, Precepts of the Church, Act of Contrition)

Class – VII
1. The Life of Grace (Book – 7)
Lesson Numbers: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,10,12
2. Memorisation: Holy Mass Prayers, Gloria, The Angelus (Along
with Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, I Confess,
Apostle’s Creed, 10 Commandments, Precepts of the Church,
Act of Contrition, 7 sacraments)
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Class – VIII
1. The Sacraments and Virtues (Book – 8)
Lesson Numbers: 3,4,7,8,9,11,12,13,14,16
2. Memorisation: 4 Mysteries of the Rosary and Psalm 23 (Along
with Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, I Confess,
Apostle’s Creed, 10 Commandments, Precepts of the Church,
Act of Contrition, 7 sacraments, Holy Mass Prayers, Gloria, The
Angelus) and 25 Bible Verses.

Class – IX
1. The Church and Saints (Book – 9)
Lesson Numbers: 1,2,3,6,7,8,9,10,11,12
2. Memorisation: Psalm 51, Memorare, Anima Christi (Along with
Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, I Confess,
Apostle’s Creed, 10 Commandments, Precepts of the Church,
Act of Contrition, 7 sacraments, Holy Mass Prayers, Gloria, The
Angelus, 4 Mysteries of the Rosary and Psalm 23)and 25 Bible
Verses.

Class – X
1. Call to Holiness (Book – 10)
Lesson Numbers: 1,2,3,4,5,6,10,11,12,13
2. Memorisation: Psalm 91, Devine Mercy Chaplet (Along with
Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, I Confess,
Apostle’s Creed, 10 Commandments, Precepts of the Church,
Act of Contrition, 7 sacraments, Holy Mass Prayers, Gloria, The
Angelus, 4 Mysteries of the Rosary, Psalm 23, Psalm 51,
Memorare, Anima Christi)and 25 Bible Verses.

Intermediate
1. YOUCAT (PART– 1) What we Believe (Q 1-70)
2. Memorisation: Way of the Cross, Litany of Our Ladyand 50
Bible Verses.
3. Saint: Mother Theresa

Degree
1. YOUCAT (PART– 1) What we Believe (Q 71-165)
2. Memorisation: Prayer to Sacred Heart, Prayer to Guardian
Angeland 50 Bible Verses.
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3. Saint: Padre Pio

Catechists
1. Saints: St. Augustine and St. Anthony of Padua
2. CCC: Part – 1: The Profession of Faith – (Pgs. 11- 82)
3. Holy Bible: Book of Sirach: Chapters 1-25

Teachers & Others
1. Saints: St. Paul and St.Peter
2. CCC: Part – 1: The Profession of Faith – (Pgs. 11- 82)
3. Holy Bible: Book of Sirach: Chapters 1-25

$XÊK nÁ>∑|”sƒ¡+ dü‘√´|ü<˚X¯ dæ\ãdt ` 2022
1e ‘·s¡>∑‹
1. <˚e⁄&ÉT eTq ‘·+Á&ç (ãTø˘`1)
(bÕsƒ¡eTT\T: 1, 2, 3, 4, 9,14, 15, 20, 22, 23)
2. ø£+sƒd¡ eúü TT : d”e¢ >∑Ts¡T‘·T, |üs˝¡ Àø£ »|üeTT, eT+>∑ﬁy¯ ês¡Ô »|üeTT, Ár‘·« k˛ÔÁ‘·eTT.

2e ‘·s¡>∑‹
1. j˚TdüT eTq s¡ø£å≈£î&ÉT (ãTø˘`2)
(bÕsƒ¡eTT\T: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 14, 25, 26, 31)
2. ø£+sƒ¡düúeTT : bÕ|üdü+ø°s¡Ôq »|üeTT
(M{Ï‘√ bÕ≥T: d”¢e>∑Ts¡T‘·T, |üs¡˝Àø£ »|üeTT, eT+>∑ﬁ¯yês¡Ô »|üeTT, Ár‘·« k˛ÔÁ‘·eTT)

3e ‘·s¡>∑‹
1. j˚TdüT‘√ J$+#·T≥ (ãTø˘`3)
(bÕsƒ¡eTT\T: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, 15)
2. ø£+sƒ¡düúeTT : $XÊ«dü dü+Á>∑Vü≤eTT (M{Ï‘√ bÕ≥T: d”¢e>∑Ts¡T‘·T, |üs¡˝Àø£ »|üeTT,
eT+>∑ﬁ¯yês¡Ô »|üeTT, Ár‘·« k˛ÔÁ‘·eTT, bÕ|üdü+ø°s¡Ôq »|üeTT)

4e ‘·s¡>∑‹
1. j˚TdüT‘√ eTq e÷s¡Z #·÷|ü] (ãTø˘`4)
(bÕsƒe¡ TT\T: 1,3,6,8,9,13,14,20,24,25)
2. ø£+sƒ¡düúeTT : 10 Ä»„\T (M{Ï‘√ bÕ≥T: d”¢e>∑Ts¡T‘·T, |üs¡˝Àø£ »|üeTT, eT+>∑ﬁ¯yês¡Ô
»|üeTT, Ár‘·« k˛ÔÁ‘·eTT, bÕ|üdü+ø°s¡Ôq »|üeTT, $XÊ«dü dü+Á>∑Vü≤eTT)
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5e ‘·s¡>∑‹
1. eTq $XÊ«düeTT (ãTø˘`5) (bÕsƒe¡ TT\T: 1,2,6,8,13,16,17,20,25,26)
2. ø£+sƒ¡düúeTT : ‹s¡TdüuÛÑ ø£≥º&É\T, ñ‘·ÔeT eTqkÕÔ|ü »|üeTT
(M{Ï‘√ bÕ≥T: d”¢e>∑Ts¡T‘·T, |üs¡˝Àø£ »|üeTT, eT+>∑ﬁ¯yês¡Ô »|üeTT, Ár‘·« k˛ÔÁ‘·eTT,
bÕ|üdü+ø°s¡Ôq »|üeTT, $XÊ«dü dü+Á>∑Vü≤eTT, 10 Ä»„\T)

6e ‘·s¡>∑‹
1. <˚e⁄ì Ä»„\T (ãTø˘`6) (bÕsƒe¡ TT\T: 1, 2, 5, 7, 11, 12, 16, 17, 22, 25)
2. ø£+sƒ¡düúeTT : <˚eÁ<äyê´qTe÷qeTT\T (M{Ï‘√ bÕ≥T: d”¢e>∑Ts¡T‘·T, |üs¡˝Àø£ »|üeTT,
eT+>∑ﬁ¯yês¡Ô »|üeTT, Ár‘·« k˛ÔÁ‘·eTT, bÕ|üdü+ø°s¡Ôq »|üeTT, $XÊ«dü dü+Á>∑Vü≤eTT,
10 Ä»„\T, ‹s¡TdüuÛÑ ø£≥º&É\T, ñ‘·ÔeT eTqkÕÔ|ü »|üeTT)

7e ‘·s¡>∑‹
1. nqTÁ>∑Vü≤ J$‘·eTT (ãTø˘`7) (bÕsƒe¡ TT\T: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,10,12)
2. ø£+sƒ¡düúeTT : <˚eÁ<äyê´qTe÷qeTT\T (M{Ï‘√ bÕ≥T: d”¢e>∑Ts¡T‘·T, |üs¡˝Àø£ »|üeTT,
eT+>∑ﬁ¯yês¡Ô »|üeTT, Ár‘·« k˛ÔÁ‘·eTT, bÕ|üdü+ø°s¡Ôq »|üeTT, $XÊ«dü dü+Á>∑Vü≤eTT,
10 Ä»„\T, ‹s¡TdüuÛÑ ø£≥º&É\T, ñ‘·ÔeT eTqkÕÔ|ü »|üeTT)

8e ‘·s¡>∑‹
1. ~e´ dü+kÕÿs¡eTT\T

düT>∑TDeTT\T (ãTø˘`8)

(bÕsƒe¡ TT\T: 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16)
2. ø£+sƒ¡düúeTT : 23e ø°s¡Ôq, »|üe÷\ (M{Ï‘√ bÕ≥T: d”¢e>∑Ts¡T‘·T, |üs¡˝Àø£ »|üeTT,
eT+>∑ﬁ¯yês¡Ô »|üeTT, Ár‘·« k˛ÔÁ‘·eTT, bÕ|üdü+ø°s¡Ôq »|üeTT, $XÊ«dü dü+Á>∑Vü≤eTT, 10
Ä»„\T, ‹s¡TdüuÛÑ ø£≥º&É\T, ñ‘·ÔeT eTqkÕÔ|ü »|üeTT, <˚yêÁ<äyê´qTe÷qeTT\T, |üPC≤
»|üeTT\T, >√¢]j·÷, Á‹ø±\ »|üeTT eT]j·TT 25 u…’_˝Ÿ yêø£´eTT\T)

9e ‘·s¡>∑‹
1. ldüuÛÑ |ü⁄˙‘·T\T (ãTø˘`9) (bÕsƒe¡ TT\T: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12)
2. ø£+sƒ¡düúeTT : 51e ø°s¡Ôq, |ü⁄˙‘· u…sêïsY¶ <˚ee÷‘·qT #·÷dæ y˚&ÉTø=qT »|üeTT,
ÇHêïdæyê] »|üeTT (M{Ï‘√ bÕ≥T: d”e¢ >∑Ts¡T‘·T, |üs˝¡ Àø£ »|üeTT, eT+>∑ﬁy¯ ês¡Ô »|üeTT,
Ár‘·« k˛ÔÁ‘·eTT, bÕ|üd+ü ø°sqÔ¡ »|üeTT, $XÊ«dü dü+Á>∑V≤ü +, 10 Ä»„\T, ‹s¡TdüuÑÛ ø£≥&º \É T,
ñ‘·eÔ T eTqkÕÔ|ü »|üeTT, <˚yêÁ<äyê´qTe÷qeTT\T, |üPC≤ »|üeTT\T, >√¢]j·÷, Á‹ø±\
»|üeTT, 23e ø°s¡Ôq, »|üe÷\ (4 <˚es¡Vü≤dü´eTT\T), ø£èbÕs¡dü »|üeTT eT]j·TT 25
u…’_˝Ÿ yêø£´eTT\T)
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10e ‘·s¡>∑‹
1. |ü]X¯ó<ä∆‘·≈£î |æ\T|ü⁄ (ãTø˘`10) (bÕsƒe¡ TT\T: 1,2,3,4,5,6,10,11,12,13)
2. ø£+sƒ¡düúeTT : 91e ø°s¡Ôq, ~e´ø±s¡TD´ »|üeTT (M{Ï‘√ bÕ≥T: d”¢e>∑Ts¡T‘·T, |üs¡˝Àø£
»|üeTT, eT+>∑ﬁy¯ ês¡Ô »|üeTT, Ár‘·« k˛ÔÁ‘·eTT, bÕ|üd+ü ø°sqÔ¡ »|üeTT, $XÊ«dü dü+Á>∑V≤ü eTT,
10 Ä»„\T, ‹s¡TdüuÑÛ ø£≥&º \É T, ñ‘·eÔ T eTqkÕÔ|ü »|üeTT, <˚yêÁ<äyê´qTe÷qeTT\T, |üPC≤
»|üeTT\T, >√¢]j·÷, Á‹ø±\ »|üeTT, 23e ø°sqÔ¡ , »|üe÷\ (4 <˚es¡V≤ü dü´eTT\T), ø£èbÕs¡dü
»|üeTT, 51e ø°sqÔ¡ , |ü⁄˙‘· u…sêïsY¶ <˚ee÷‘·qT #˚dæ y˚&TÉ ø=qT »|üeTT, ÇHê´dæyê]
»|üeTT eT]j·TT 25 u…_’ ˝Ÿ yêø£´eTT\T)

Ç+≥Øà&çj·T≥Ÿ
1. j·TTedü‘Y (yÓTT<ä{Ï uÛ≤>∑+) $XÊ«kÕìøÏ eT÷\+ (Á|üX¯ï\T 1`70)
2. ø£+sƒ¡düúeTT : dæ\Te e÷s¡Z+, <˚ee÷‘· ÁbÕs¡úq
3. |ü⁄˙‘·T\T : |ü⁄˙‘· eT<ÛäsY ‘ÓπskÕ (eT]j·TT 50 u…’_˝Ÿ yêø£´eTT\T)

&çÁ^
1. j·TTedü‘Y (yÓTT<ä{Ï uÛ≤>∑+) $XÊ«kÕìøÏ eT÷\+ (Á|üX¯ï\T 71`165)
2. ø£+sƒ¡düúeTT : CÒdüTHê<ÛäTì ‹s¡TVü≤è<äj·T ÁbÕs¡úq, ø±e* düqàqdüTÿì »|üeTT
3. |ü⁄˙‘·T\T : |ü⁄˙‘· bÕÁ<˚|æjÓ÷ (eT]j·TT 50 u…’_˝Ÿ yêø£´eTT\T)

ñ|ü<˚X¯≈£î\T
1. eTq |ü⁄˙‘·T\T : |ü⁄˙‘· n>∑d”ÔqT, |ü⁄˙‘· bÕ<äTe|ü⁄s¡ n+<∏√ìyê]
2. ø£<∏√*ø£ ldüuÛÑ dü‘√´|ü<˚X¯+ : yÓTT<ä{Ï uÛ≤>∑+: $XÊ«dü Á|üø£≥q (7`78e ù|J
es¡≈£î)

3.|ü]X¯ó<ä∆ Á>∑+<∏+ä : d”sê|ü⁄Á‘·T&Óq’ j˚TdüT C≤„q Á>∑+<∏eä TT, n<Ûë´.1 qT+&ç 25 es¡≈î£ )

ñbÕ<Ûë´j·TT\T Ç‘·s¡T\T
1. eTq |ü⁄˙‘·T\T : |ü⁄˙‘· bÂ\T, |ü⁄˙‘· ù|‘·Ts¡T
2. ø£<∏√*ø£ ldüuÛÑ dü‘√´|ü<˚X¯+ : yÓTT<ä{Ï uÛ≤>∑+: $XÊ«dü Á|üø£≥q (7`78e ù|J
es¡≈£î)

3.|ü]X¯ó<ä∆ Á>∑+<∏ä+: d”sê|ü⁄Á‘·T&Ó’q j˚TdüT C≤„q Á>∑+<∏ä+, n<Ûë´. 1 qT+&ç 25 es¡≈£î)
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NEWLY ELECTED YOUTH LEADERS 2022-2025
VISAKHAPATNAM ARCHDIOCESE
Regional Youth Leaders
Regional Male Representative of the diocese
Regional female Representative of the diocese

Anil
Fathima

Maharanipeta
Kailasapuram

Diocesan Youth Leaders
Diocese President
Diocese Secretary
Diocese Treasurer
Diocese Joint Secretary
Diocese Male Representative
Diocese Female Representative

Ajay
Sathish
Balu
Monica
Karthik
Kalyani

Saligramapuram
Maharanipeta
Venkojipalem
Bheemili
Pendurthi
Seethammadhara

City Deanery Youth Leaders
City Deanery President
City Deanery Vice President
City Deanery Secretary
City Deanery Treasurer
City Deanery Joint Secretary
City Deanery Male Representative
City Deanery Female Representative
City Youth Choir Master

Anil
Isaac
Rebecca
Roshni
Savitha
Paul
Rosy
Joshua Appu
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Malkapuram
Gnanapuram
Madhurawada
Kailasapuram
Waltair
Soldierpet
Gajuwaka
Saligramapuram

3. A Word about Gnana Jyothi Bible Exam – 2022
(From the Regional Jyothirmai Office):
We are happy to announce once again about the ‘Gnana Jyothi
Bible Exam - 2022’.The programme isbeing conducted from the
past 22 years and is very much appreciated by TCBC, Priests,
Religious and Laityof the Telugu Catholic Church of both the States.
This exam is inspiring and enabling many Catholics,Christians as
well as non-Christians to know more about Jesus Christ, the Saviour
of the world and aboutHoly Scripture. Nearly 6,681 people have
participated in this exam in the Year 2021 according to thestatistics
given by Diocesan Pastoral Centre Directors across the Telugu
States. All this happened with yoursupport and encouragement. We
appreciate the services you have rendered to the Church to know
moreabout Jesus Christ. We request you to encourage more and
more people to participate in this exam this yearand to know more
about Jesus Christ. This year let’s concentrate more on our Catholic
Schools, Colleges andHostels etc.According to the instructions given
by His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Prakash Mallavarapu, Archbishop
ofVisakhapatnam and Chairman of Jyotirmai Society. The syllabus
and date of exam are given below.There are 4 categories in the
exam as previous year. Syllabus is selected according to the age
group ofthe people that is suitable and easy to understand.
1st Category – 4th to 7th class students only:
Gospel according to St. John.
2nd Category – 8th to 10th class students only:
Gospel according to St. Matthew and 2nd letter to the Timothy.
3rd Category – Inter and Degree Students:
Book of Tobit and 1st & 2nd Letters of St. Paul to the Corinthians.
4th Category – Employees, Teachers and Elders:
Gospel According to St. Luke and Acts of the Apostles.

Prizes:
Prize money of Rs. 3000/- is allotted for each category (Total
Rs.12,000/- for each Diocese). In eachcategory there will be 8
prizes. 1st prize Rs. 1000/-, 2nd prize Rs. 700/-, 3rd prize Rs. 500/-,
4th prize Rs. 300/-, 5th. prize Rs. 200/- and three consolation prizes,
each Rs.100/16

Please note: The coupon cost is Rs. 15/- therefore, we request
you to collect Rs. 15/- from each participant and contribute to
Jyotirmai Society. When the Exam is completed, the Prize money,
along with expenses to organize the Exam, will be sent to you.
Online: This year those would like to attend the exam online can
also register. The registration fee for onlineexam is Rs. 10/-. The
details of the online registration will be sent to you soon.
The date of exam will be on First Sunday of November i.e.,
06.11.2022.
Kindly write to all the Parish Priests, Schools, and Colleges asking
them to support, encourage and helpto conduct this Exam and
contribute to Jyotirmai Society. Please feel free to give your valuable
suggestions and guidance.

Congratulations and Prayerful Wishes to
the Newly Elected Cardinals of India

His Eminence

His Eminence

Cardinal Filipe Neri
of Goa

Cardinal Anthony Poola
of Hyderabad

Abp. Prakash Mallavarapu
Priests, Religious and Faithful of the
Arcdiocese of Visakhapatnam
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CONFIRMATIONS AT DRAKSHARAMAM
The Seventh of August, 2022 was
a memorable day for Jaya Jesu
Devalayam, Draksharamam
as 93 parishioners received
the Sacrament of Confirmation that day. Owing to
Carona pandemic the
Sacrament of Confirmation
could not be conferred during the
last few years in the parish at
Draksharamam. The Vicar General of the Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam, Most Rev. Fr. Duggimpudi Balashowry was
delegated by the Archbishop Rt. Rev. Prakash Mallavarapu to
celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation in our parish. During the
Holy Mass Fr. Balashowry gave a thought-provoking homily on the
Functions of the Holy Spirit highlighting the in-dwelling presence of
the Holy Spirit right from the moment of our Baptism. He advised
the candidates to be constantly aware of the presence of the Holy
Spirit in us and remain as true witnesses to the Lord through thick
and thin. Rev. Fr. D. Paramjyothi, Rector of St. Ann’s Minor Seminary,
also participated in the Holy Mass and assisted the Vicar General.
At the end of the Holy Mass the elders of the parish felicitated the
Vicar General and the Rector. The Parish of Draksharamam is
grateful to His Grace Most Rev. Prakash Mallavarapu for making
timely arrangement to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation in
the parish.
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Blessing of the New Presbyteries
Fathima Nilayam
Fathima Matha Parish Subbavaram, was
established seven years ago and is still
in its infancy. It has been facing many
teething troubles like lack of accommodation for the priest and a worthy to
celebrate Sunday Mass and preservation
of the Eucharist. The parish priest was
staying in a rented house and the Mass
was celebrated in an open shed for the
past seven years.
On 13th August 2022 the new Presbytery Fathima Nilayam, was
blessed by our Archbishop Dr. Prakash
Mallavarapu. It was due to his initiative
that this achievement is made. Part of
the expenses was financed by
Popaganda Fide Rome and the rest
was met by the Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam.
The blessing ceremony began at 10.45
a.m followed by Eucharistic celebration officiated by His Grace Archbishop
Prakash. His Grace was gracious
enough to conduct the ceremonies on
that day despite the ill health, he was
experiencing.
There was a modest gathering of
some 15 th priests, 30 religious
sisters and a good number of
parishioners. The ceremony got
over at 12.30 p.m then sumptuous
lunch was served to all those who
came for the function.

Fr. Thomas Pulickal, Parish Priest
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Thorredu Parish

La Salette Regional Seminary at Thorredu, East Godavari, is Blessed
The newly constructed La Salette Regional Seminary building at
Torredu, East Godavari, was blessed on 20 August 2022. The
blessing was presided over by the Chancellor of the Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam, Rev. Fr. John Prakash along with Rev. Fr. Jenson
Chenthrappinny MS, the Provincial Superior of La Salette Fathers,
in the absence of Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash. The Holy
Eucharist was celebrated at the Parish Church after the blessing
ceremony. As Fr. John Prakash was the main celebrant, he conveyed
the greetings of the Archbishop and congratulated La Salette Fathers
for their relentless service rendered to the villages entrusted to their
care and to the Archdiocese at large. He affirmed that after taking up
this mission, the La Salette fathers have developed the remote areas
of the villages by constructing Churches and educational institution
for providing a better education along with the Gospel and still
continuing the mission ardently. The function began with the welcome
speech of Fr. Manibushana MS, the parish priest of St. Joseph’s
RCM Church. The presence of a large number of priests and religious
nuns from East Godavari deanery and the parishioners of St. Joseph
RCM Church Thorredu became a grace for the occasion. Fr. Jince
Koothodiyil MS, the superior of La Salette Nilayam, extended words
of gratitude to various dignitaries. He also congratulated Mr. Aynetty
Nagaraj, the contractor and Fr. Alex Valummel MS, the incharge of
construction, for their dedicated service.
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Ramachandrapuram

21 st August was a memorable day for the parish of
Ramachandrapuram. That day our Vicar General Rev. Fr. D.
Balashowri blessed the new presbytery and celebrated Solomn
High Mass. Untill now the Parish Priest was staying in a small
room which was meant for the benefit of function hall on the ground
floor for the Divine Mercy Church. Some Priests, Religious Sisters
and Faithful of the Parish witnessed this event. Fr. K. Anthayya the
Parish Priest thanked all for their presence specially to the Vicar
General and Fr. K. Jaya Raju, Procurator for their gracious
presence. After Mass there was a felicitation for Vicar General and
Procurator by a Parish Council. Then all who attended the
celebration were invited for an agape.
Fr. K. Anthayya, Parish Priest
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
St Peter’s Square
Wednesday, 3 August 2022
Catechesis: The Apostolic Journey in Canada
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
Today I would like to share some reflections with you on the Apostolic
journey I made to Canada in recent days. It was unlike the other
journeys. In fact, the main motivation was to meet the Indigenous
peoples to express to them my closeness and my sorrow, and to
ask for forgiveness — to ask for forgiveness — for the harm done to
them by those Christians, including many Catholics, who, in the
past, collaborated in the forced assimilation and enfranchisement
policies of the governments of the time.
In this sense, Canada has embarked on the process of writing a
new page in the journey that the Church has been making together
with the Indigenous peoples for some time. And indeed, the motto
of the journey, “Walking together” explains this somewhat. A path of
reconciliation and healing, which presupposes historical knowledge,
listening to the survivors, awareness and, above all, conversion, a
change of mentality. This in-depth study shows that, on the one
hand, some men and women of the Church were among the most
decisive and courageous supporters of the dignity of the Indigenous
peoples, coming to their defence and contributing to raising
awareness of their languages and cultures; but, on the other hand,
there was unfortunately no shortage of Christians, that is, priests,
men and women religious and laypeople, who participated in
programmes that today we understand are unacceptable and also
contrary to the Gospel. And this is why I went to ask for forgiveness,
on behalf of the Church.
It was therefore a penitential pilgrimage. There were many joyful
moments, but the overall meaning and tone was reflection,
repentance and reconciliation. Four months ago, I received in the
Vatican, in separate groups, representatives of the Indigenous
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peoples. There were six total meetings to prepare for some of the
events.
There were three main stages in the pilgrimage: the first, in
Edmonton, in the western part of the country; the second, in Québec,
in the east; and the third, in the north, in Iqaluit, maybe 300 kilometres
from the Arctic circle. The first meeting took place in Maskwacis —
which means “Bear Hills” — where leaders and members of the
main Indigenous groups from all over the country gathered: First
Nations, Métis and Inuit. Together we remembered: the good memory
of the thousand-year history of these peoples, in harmony with their
land. This is one of the most beautiful things about the Indigenous
peoples, their harmony with the land. They never mistreat creation,
never. In harmony with the land. And we also recalled the painful
memory of the abuses they suffered, also in the residential schools,
as a result of cultural assimilation policies.
After remembrance, the second step of our journey was that of
reconciliation. Not a compromise between us — it would be an
illusion, a mise en scène — but allowing ourselves to be reconciled
by Christ, who is our peace (cf. Eph 2:14). We did this by keeping as
a point of reference the image of the tree, central to the life and
symbolism of the Indigenous peoples.
Remembrance, reconciliation, and therefore healing. We took this
third step of the journey on the banks of Lac Sainte-Anne, precisely
on the day of the feast of Saints Joachim and Anne. We can all draw
from Christ, source of living water, and there, in Jesus, we saw the
Father’s closeness who heals our wounds and also forgives our
sins.
From this journey of remembrance, reconciliation and healing springs
hope for the Church, in Canada and everywhere. And there, the
image of the disciples of Emmaus who, after walking with the risen
Jesus, with Him and thanks to Him, passed from failure to hope (cf.
Lk 24:13-35).
As I said at the beginning, the journey together with the Indigenous
peoples formed the backbone of this Apostolic Journey. It provided
the framework for the two meetings with the local Church and with
the Authorities of the Country, to whom I wish to reiterate my sincere
gratitude for their great hospitality and the warm welcome they gave
me and my collaborators. And the same to the bishops. Before the
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Governors, Indigenous leaders and the Diplomatic Corps, I
reaffirmed the active will of the Holy See and the local Catholic
communities to promote the Indigenous cultures, with appropriate
spiritual paths and with attention to the customs and languages of
the peoples. At the same time, I noted how the colonizing mentality
is present today in various forms of ideological colonization,
threatening the traditions, history and religious bonds of the people,
‘flattening out’ differences, focusing only on the present and often
neglecting duties towards the weakest and most fragile. It is therefore
a matter of recovering a healthy balance, recovering harmony, which
is more than balance; it is something else. To recover harmony
between modernity and ancestral cultures, between secularization
and spiritual values. And this directly addresses the mission of the
Church, sent all over the world to bear witness to and “sow” a
universal fraternity that respects and promotes the local dimension
with its multiple riches (cf. Encyclical Letter Fratellitutti, 142-153). I
have already said it, but I wish to reaffirm my thanks to the civil
Authorities, the Governor General, the Prime Minister, the local
Authorities of the places I went: I thank you very much for the way in
which you contributed to the fulfilment of the objectives and gestures
I mentioned. And I wish to thank the Bishops, above all for the unity
of the episcopate: meeting the goals of the journey was made
possible because the Bishops were united, and where there is unity,
one can proceed. Therefore, I would like to emphasise this and to
thank the Bishops of Canada for this unity.
And the final meeting took place in the name of hope, in the land of
the Inuit, with the young and the elderly. And I assure you that in
these encounters, especially the last one, I felt the pain of those
people like slaps: the elderly who had lost their children and did not
know what had become of them, due to this policy of assimilation. It
was a very painful moment, but one we had to face: we must own
up to our mistakes, to our sins. In Canada too, the young and the
elderly form a key pairing, a sign of the times: the young and the
elderly in dialogue so as to walk together in history amid
remembrance and prophecy, which are in agreement. May the
fortitude and pacific action of the Indigenous peoples of Canada be
an example for all aboriginal peoples not to close themselves off,
but to offer their indispensable contribution for a more fraternal
humanity that knows how to love creation and the Creator, in
harmony with creation, in harmony among you all.
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Wednesday, 10 August 2022
Catechesis on Old Age: 16. “I go to prepare a place for you”. Old
age, a time projected towards fulfilment
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
We are by now at the last catechesis dedicated to old age. Today
we enter into the moving intimacy of Jesus’ farewell to his followers,
amply recounted in the Gospel of John. The parting discourse begins
with words of consolation and promise: “Let not your hearts be
troubled” (Jn 14:1). “When I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be
also” (14:3). They are beautiful, these words of the Lord.
Shortly beforehand, Jesus had said to Peter, “You shall follow
afterward” (13:36), reminding him of the passage through the fragility
of his faith. The time of life that remains to the disciples will be,
inevitably, a passage through the fragility of witness and through
the challenges of fraternity. But it will also be a passage through the
exciting blessings of faith: “He who believes in me will also do the
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do” (14:12).
Think what a promise this is! I do not know if we think of it fully, if we
believe in it fully! I don’t know, at times I think not.
Old age is a fitting time for the moving and joyful witness of this
expectation. The elderly man and woman are waiting, waiting for an
encounter. In old age the works of faith, which bring us and others
closer to the Kingdom of God, are by now beyond the power of the
energy, words and impulses of youth and maturity. But precisely in
this way they make the promise of the true destination of life even
more transparent. And what is the true destination of life? A place at
the table with God, in the world of God. It would be interesting to see
whether in the local Churches there is any specific reference intended
to revitalise this special ministry of awaiting the Lord — it is a ministry,
the ministry of awaiting the Lord — encouraging individual charisms
and community qualities of the elderly person.
An old age that is consumed in the despondency of missed
opportunities brings despondency to oneself and to others. Instead,
old age lived with gentleness, lived with respect for real life,
definitively dissolves the misconception of a Church that adapts to
the worldly condition, thinking that by so doing it can definitively
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govern its perfection and fulfilment. When we free ourselves from
this presumption, the time of ageing that God grants us is already in
itself one of those “greater” works Jesus speaks of. In effect, it is a
task that was not given to Jesus to fulfil: his death, his resurrection
and his ascent to heaven made it possible for us! Let us remember
that “time is superior to space”. It is the law of initiation. Our life is
not made to be wrapped up in itself, in an imaginary earthly perfection.
It is destined to go beyond, through the passage of death — because
death is a passage. Indeed, our stable place, our destination, is not
here; it is beside the Lord, where he dwells forever.
Here, on earth, the process of our “novitiate” begins: we are
apprentices of life, who — amid a thousand difficulties — learn to
appreciate God’s gift, honouring the responsibility of sharing it and
making it bear fruit for everyone. The time of life on earth is the
grace of this passage. The presumption of stopping time — of wanting
eternal youth, unlimited well-being, absolute power — is not only
impossible; it is delusional.
Our existence on earth is the time of the initiation into life: it is life,
but one that leads you towards a fuller life, the initiation of the fuller
one; a life which finds fulfilment only in God. We are imperfect from
the very beginning, and we remain imperfect up to the end. In the
fulfilment of God’s promise, the relationship is inverted: the space
of God, which Jesus prepares for us with the utmost care, is superior
to the time of our mortal life. Hence: old age brings the hope of this
fulfilment closer. Old age, by now, definitively knows the meaning of
time and the limitations of the place in which we live our initiation.
This is why old age is wise: this is why the elderly are wise. This is
why it is credible when it invites us to rejoice in the passing of time.
It is not a threat; it is a promise. Old age is noble; it does not need to
beautify itself to show its nobility. Perhaps the disguise comes when
nobility is lacking. Old age is credible when it invites one to rejoice
in the passing of time: but time passes… Yes, but this is not a threat;
it is a promise. The old age that rediscovers the depth of the gaze of
faith is not conservative by nature, as they say! God’s world is an
infinite space, in which the passage of time no longer carries any
weight. And it was precisely at the Last Supper that Jesus projected
himself towards this goal, when he said to his disciples: “I tell you I
shall not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink
it new with you in my Father’s kingdom” (Mt 26:29). He went beyond.
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In our preaching, Paradise is often rightly full of beatitude, of light,
of love. Perhaps it lacks a little life. Jesus, in the parables, spoke of
the kingdom of God by putting more life into it. Are we no longer
capable of this? The life that continues…
Dear brothers and sisters, old age, lived in the expectation of the
Lord, can become the fulfilled “apologia” of faith, which gives
account, to everyone, of our hope for all (cf. 1 Pt 3:15). Because old
age renders Jesus’ promise transparent, projecting towards the Holy
City of which the Book of Revelation speaks (chapters 21-22). Old
age is the phase in life best suited to spreading the joyful news that
life is the initiation to a definitive fulfilment. The elderly are a promise,
a witness of promise. And the best is yet to come . The best is yet to
come: it is like the message of elderly believers, the best is yet to
come. May God grant us all an old age capable of this! Thank you.
––––––––––––
Wednesday, 17 August 2022
Catechesis on Old Age - 17.The “Ancient of days”. Old age is a
reassurance regarding the destination to a life that never dies
again
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
The words we heard of Daniel’s dream evoke a mysterious, and at
the same time, glorious, vision of God. This vision is picked up at
the beginning of the Book of Revelation in reference to the Risen
Jesus, who appears to the Seer as Messiah, Priest and King, eternal,
omniscient and unchanging (1:12-15). He lays his hand on the
shoulder of the Seer and reassures him, “Fear not, I am the first
and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold, I am alive
forevermore” (vv. 17-18). Thus disappears the last barrier of fear
and anguish that a theophany has always provoked. The Living One
reassures us, he gives us security. He too died, but now occupies
the place destined for him –the First and the Last place.
In this intertwining of symbols – there are many symbols here –
there is an aspect that perhaps might help us better understand the
connection of this theophany, this apparition of God, with the cycle
of life, historical time, the lordship of God over the created world.
And this aspect is specifically connected with old age. How is it
connected? Let’s see.
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The vision communicates an impression of vigour and strength, of
nobility, of beauty and charm. His clothing, his eyes, his voice, his
feet – everything is glorious in this vision: it is all about a vision! His
hair, however, is white – like wool, like snow – like the hair of an old
man. The most widely-used biblical term indicating an old man is
“zaqen”, which comes from “zaqan”, and means “beard”. Snow-white
hair is an ancient symbol of a very long time, of time immemorial, of
an eternal existence. We do not need to demythologize everything
for children – the image of a God, who is watching over everything
with snow-white hair, is not a silly symbol, it is a biblical image, it is
a noble image, even a tender image. The Figure in Revelation that
stands amidst the golden lampstands overlaps that of the “Ancient
of days” in Daniel’s prophecy. He is as old as all of humanity, but
even older. He is as ancient and new as the eternity of God. For the
eternity of God is like this, ancient and new, because God surprises
us with his newness, he always comes to meet us every day in a
special way for us, in that moment. He is always renewing himself:
God is eternal, he is from all time, we can say that there is like an
old age with God, that’s not true, but he is eternal, he renews himself.
In the Eastern Churches, the Feast of the Meeting with the Lord,
celebrated on 2 February, is one of the twelve great feasts of the
liturgical year. This feast places emphasis on the meeting of Jesus
with the old man Simeon in the Temple, it places emphasis on the
meeting between humanity, represented by the watchman Simeon,
and Anna, with the little Lord Christ, the eternal Son of God, made
man. An extremely beautiful icon of this scene can be admired here
in Rome among the mosaics in Santa Maria in Trastevere.
In the Byzantine liturgy, the Bishop prays with Simeon: “He is the
child born of the Virgin. He is the Word and God of God, the One,
who for our sake was incarnate and saved man.” And it continues,
“The door of heaven is opened today: the eternal Word of the Father,
having assumed a temporal nature, without giving up his divinity, is
presented by his will in the temple under the Law by the Virgin Mary,
and the watchman takes him in his arms”. These words express the
profession of faith from the first four Ecumenical Councils, which
are sacred for all the Churches. But Simeon’s action is also the
most beautiful icon for the special vocation of old age. Looking at
Simeon, we behold the most beautiful icon of old age – to present
the children who come into the world as an uninterrupted gift to
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God, knowing that one of them is the Son generated within God’s
own intimacy, before all the ages.
Old age, on its way to a world in which the love that God has infused
into Creation will finally radiate without obstacles, must accomplish
this gesture performed by Simeon and Anna, before taking its leave.
Old age must bear witness – for me this is the core, the most central
aspect of old age – old age must bear witness to children that they
are a blessing. This witness consists in their initiation – beautiful
and difficult – into the mystery of our destination in life that no one
can annihilate, not even death. To bring the witness of faith before a
child is to sow that life. To bear the witness of humanity too, and of
faith, is the vocation of the elderly. To give children the reality that
they have lived as a witness, to bear witness. We old people are
called to this, to bear witness, so that they might bring it forward.
The witness of the elderly is credible to children. Young people and
adults are not capable of bearing witness in such an authentic, tender,
poignant way, as elderly people can. It is irresistible when an old
person blesses life as it comes their way, laying aside any resentment
for life as it goes away. There is no bitterness because time is passing
by and he or she is about to move on. No. There is that joy of good
wine, of wine that has aged well with the years. The witness of the
elderly unites the generations of life, the same with the dimensions
of time: past, present and future, for they are not only the memory,
they are the present as well as the promise. It is painful – and harmful
– to see that the ages of life are conceived of as separate worlds, in
competition among themselves, each one seeking to live at the
expense of the other: this is not right. Humanity is ancient, very
ancient, if we consider time measured by the clock. But the Son of
God, who was born of a woman, is the First and the Last for every
time. This means that no one falls outside of his eternal generation,
outside of his glorious might, outside of his loving proximity.
The alliance – and I am saying alliance – the alliance between the
elderly and children will save the human family. There is a future
where children, where young people speak with the elderly. If this
dialogue does not take place between the elderly and the young,
the future cannot be clearly seen. The alliance between the elderly
and children will save the human family. Can we please give back
to children, who need to learn to be born, the tender witness of the
elderly who possess the wisdom of dying? Will this humanity, which
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with all its progress seems to be an adolescent born yesterday, be
able to retrieve the grace of an old age that holds firmly to the horizon
of our destination? Death is certainly a difficult passage from life for
all of us it is a difficult passage. All of us must go there, but it is not
easy. But death is also a passage that concludes the time of
uncertainty and throws away the clock. This is difficult because this
is the passage of death. For the beautiful part of life, which has no
more deadlines, begins precisely then. But it begins from the wisdom
of that man and that woman, the elderly, who are capable of bearing
witness to the young. Let us think about dialogue, about the alliance
between the elderly and children, of the elderly with young people,
and let us do it in such a way that this bond is not broken. May the
elderly have the joy of speaking, of expressing themselves with the
young, and may the young seek out the elderly to receive the wisdom
of life from them.
––––––––––––

ADIEU TO OUR BELOVED
SR. BIANCA
7th August was a sorrow- filled day for
us Sisters of St.Ann, Luzern as our
beloved Sr. Bianca left us for her
eternal reward. She was born on
31st January, 1938 at Nirmala
puram at Changanaserry
diocese, Kerala in the family of
Cherukadavil to the Late Mr.
Chacko Francis and Elikutty.
She was the third child among
six siblings, loved by all and favored
by God. Having nourished in a traditional loving catholic family, after
her schooling, she heeded to the voice of the Lord and responded
to His call and joined the Society of Sisters of St. Ann, Luzern in
the year 1958. She made her first profession in1963 and final
commitment in 1966. She rendered commendable service at
Bheemily, Vijayawada, Jaggayapeta, Madhavaram, Shillong,
Ajithsinghnagar, Rajahmundry, Malkapuram and Madugula with
commitment and dedication.
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Sr. Bianca was a loving person giving her love and care to all who
approached her. A person with endurance, affection, sensitivity and
self-disciplined. She was a hardworking, sincere, and ever willing
to contribute her mite in every community activities. She understands
sisters’ needs and provides them to their satisfaction. She was
contended in her being, a well composed person, simple,
unassuming, cheerful, selfless, generous and systematic. Her heart
goes out in helping the poor. She was blended with the qualities of
Martha and Mary in her service. Her love for Jesus was deep that
she enjoys making vases for Jesus and sits before Him in prayer.
Since long years, sister was on medication for diabetes and
hypertension. As she grew gracefully slowly her health deteriorated
with old age ailments and was confined to bed for more than four
years. On 2021 in the month of July on and off she had been
suffering from gastro intestinal problems. On 12th July 2021 she
was admitted in Malkapuram hospital for further treatment. She
was diagnosed of having intestinal paralysis and treated by the
specialist. On 7th August 2022 at the early hours of the day at 3.20
am she breathed her last and her soul flew to her creator very
peacefully.
We thank God for the warmth and devotion of our dear Sr. Bianca
which inspired us all deeply. We fervently recommend the departed
soul of our beloved sister to the merciful hand of our Heavenly
Father that she may find favour in His sight. May she ever enjoy the
eternal bliss of the Lord Almighty, her Creator - Amen.
Sisters of St.Ann, Luzern
––––––––––––
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The Days To Remember
S
E
P
T
E
M
B
E
R

4

Fr. Varaprasad Degala
Fr. Raja kumar Chitikila

8

Fr. Anand Palisetti
Fr. Balashowry Saragadam
Fr. Jeevan Babu Puvvala

9

Fr. Varghese Kalapurakudiyil

11
20

Fr. Francis Pasupuleti
Fr. Thomas Elavunkal

Birthday

24

FEAST DAY (8th)
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Mariaratnam Yejjala
Velangani Ramesh Kumar Yerra
Mariadas Polamarasetty
Ratnakar Kadupukotla
Velangini Suman Pradeep Arinana
Mariadas Chintada
Velangini Innai Sekhar Sabbavarapu
Velangani Rao Siripuram
Mariadas Vadlapati.

Many Happy Returns of the Day & Happy Feast

To you, Dear Fathers
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NECHROLOGY
“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.
07-09-1990 Fr. Joseph Parapally, msfs, 53 years, died at Visakhapatnam
08-09-1892 Bp. Alexis Riccaz, msfs, 58 years (Bishop of Nagpur from 1887) died
at Jaabalpur
10-09-1928 Bro. Guerin Vanaweften, msfs, 80 years, died at Visakhapatnam
11-09-1908 Fr. Henri Petitjean, msfs, 28 years, died at Surada, Orissa
12-09-1850 Fr. Francois Sermet, msfs, 25 years, died at Ganjam, Orissa.
12-09-1918 Fr. Alexander Suiffet, msfs, 41 years, died at Berhampur, Orissa.
13-09-1881 Fr. Jean Baptiste Benisterand, msfs, 64 years, died at Nagpur
13-09-2014 Fr. Jayaraju Gandipalli, 58 Years, died at St. Joseph's Hospital, Vizag
16-09-1932 Fr. Eugene Coutin, msfs, 44 years, died at Visakhapatnam
17-09-1898 Fr. Marc Muffat Jolly, msfs, 54 years, died at Surada, Orissa.
17-09-1941 Fr. Charles Semellaz, msfs, 62 years, died at Visakhapatnam
19-09-1997 Fr. Christopher Malamakal, TOR, 56 years, died in Kerala
20-09-2008 Fr. George Maniangat, 77 years, died at Visakhapatnam
21-09-1945 Bro. Ambrose Xavier, msfs, 60 years, died at Visakhapatnam
23-09-2010 Fr. Thomas Nakolayil, 78 years, died at Visakhapatnam
23-09-2014 Fr. Varkey Joseph Koovackal, 84 years, died at St. Joseph Nursing
Home at Vadakkumcherry
27-09-1890 Bp. Jean Marie Tissot, msfs, 80 years, (1st Bishop of Visakhapatnam
from 1886) died at Surada, Orissa
27-09-1910 Fr. Victor-Gangloff, msfs, 30 years, died at Visakhapatnam
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