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The Pastor Speaks …..
Our Education Apostolate as a mission,
then and now …
One more school year has commenced and all
the schools/colleges are busy with all the
necessary arrangements required for the new
academic year! Within the available resources and possibilities,
every school wants to create good ambience and environment
that provides conducive atmosphere for a good beginning of the
year and for the satisfaction of the students and their parents.
With new admissions in varying numbers there might be joy or
disappointment about the expected total number of students on
the rolls! Well, we have to accept the changes in the policies of
the government and the changes in the society. Parents look for
quality education and that too in the most sought-after and popular
schools. Unfortunately, our aided schools are presently going
through difficult times and we are almost being pushed out or
forced to exit from this important centuries-long service to the
society, especially to the poor, the marginalized, and the lower
middle-class sections in the society.
One of the three important areas the Catholic Church in India
made substantial contribution to the society is in the field of
education. The other areas of apostolate are health care and
socio-economic development of the poor. This service to the nation
in the field of education is widely acknowledged and appreciated
by people across the country. It is not only the big English medium
schools or colleges that are given the credit but for reaching out
to the remote corners in the rural India. Through a wide network
the Church could bring education to the door step of the simple,
poor, and the neglected sections of society. Thanks be to God for
our government aided schools and hostels which played a
constructive role in making quality education accessible to the
poor and the middle class families, either totally free or at an
affordable minimum cost. Hundreds of students leaving the portals
of our Christian schools every year bear witness to the invaluable
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contribution of the Christian educational institutions. In partnership
with the government the Church could accomplish the great
mission of eradicating the evil of illiteracy. It is sad to state that
the gradual withdrawal of the financial support of the government
to the aided schools under private managements is slowly
eliminating this private partnership and collaboration. Selffinancing by charging the students monthly fees to pay the
teaching and non-teaching staff is not easily possible for the Telugu
medium schools which serve mostly the poor and lower middle
class. In many ways aided schools under private managements
are like the government-run schools in serving the poor. Aided
schools under Christian management have given the best quality
education to those who could not afford the cost of the private
English medium schools. But, Christian managements have also
to accept that they have contributed towards a ‘social divide’,
Telugu medium schools, government or aided, are mainly for the
economically poor and the English medium private schools are
only for those who can pay, the rich and the upper middle class!
R.C.M. Aided Schools, soon a story of the past?: R.C.M.
Schools have been centres of quality education and formation of
the future generations of citizens of this nation. It is sad that
changes in the government policies and private managements
moving more and more in the direction of English medium
education, collecting fees from the students, has affected Telugu
medium schools. Christian managements, dioceses and the
religious congregations have also opened more English medium
schools and colleges. In this scenario the losers are the poor and
the marginalized sections of the society. They are in a way
deprived of affordable quality education in their mother tongue!
Catholic Church managements should note this point, namely,
are the poor alienated from us or are we alienated from the poor
due to our high profile English medium schools? In the past the
poor and marginalized found our institutions accessible and
affordable, especially in the aided schools and colleges. Are they
still with us as before or are we with the poor and marginalized as
before! With the New Education Policy to commence in a year or
two from now, we need to reflect and plan to be there in the field
of education. Let us do the best possible to be in the service of
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the society, whether appreciation comes from all the quarters or
not! Loss of employment opportunities for Christians in the aided
schools and diminishing number of priests and religious, sisters
and brothers in teaching positions in the aided schools have been
the serious consequences. Aided posts for sisters, priests and
brothers were also of financial support to the community and to
the institution. This was sufficient also to motivate priests, religious
brothers and sisters, and the lay men and women, to serve the
cause of education of the poor and the marginalized sections in
the society and in the Church. Considerable number of people
was employed, as the teaching and non-teaching staff, and this
uplifted many families in the Christian community. Help coming
from the government in support of the hostels was also helpful
for Christian managements to remain in the education apostolate.
The poor and the lower middle class were with us or we were
with the poor and deserving. All this will soon be a “past story!”
But, as a Catholic church we cannot quit this apostolate and this
mission of reaching out to the poor and the marginalized. In spite
of the challenges that seem to be hard to cope with, the Church
should continue to be at the service of the poor!
Our options for the private English medium schools with a
fee structure and other required paraphernalia which the poor
and marginalized cannot afford has resulted, regret for
generalizing, a distancing from the poor and the needy who also
want good quality education. Affordability of and accessibility to
what we offer in our Catholic educational institutions have to come
for serious reflection: who or what sections could afford the cost
at which we offer good education? On the other hand, we cannot
run private educational institutions without collecting certain
amount of fees. We have to pay the staff, teaching and the nonteaching, at some reasonable level! It is unfortunate that our
Schools and colleges are accused of making money on the
educational institutions. We need to be careful not to give an
opportunity to those who want to indulge in bad propaganda. We
cannot compromise on quality education and we have to stand
on par with other private managements without sacrificing the
basic Christian values which are Gospel values and Kingdom
values! Are there ways within this situation to create sufficient
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space for the poor and the marginalized? Our poor also need to
have access to good English medium education. Especially those
in our Community!
Number of Catholic students in our schools or Colleges: In
most of the areas where our schools are located the Catholic
population is not always very big. Therefore, those who seek
admission or parents who want their children in our catholic schools
will not also be in such big numbers. The question is whether we
want to attract the Catholic families to admit their children and
give some extra incentives like concessions, or free, if the family
is very poor. It will be a sad situation if inability to pay the fees is
the main reason that the Catholic families go somewhere else to
admit their children. In the joint meetings of TCBC and CRI Major
superiors this point came for discussion. It was agreed that all the
Catholic children should be given 30% concession and if there are
very poor families, the concession should be 50%. This way, it is
both a financial assistance and also an incentive to the Catholics to
admit their children in Catholic schools. In most of our English
medium schools the Catholic children are proportionately very few
in numbers and therefore, giving concessions will not hurt the
financial position of the institution. It is not just giving admissions
but it is also about sustaining those who are admitted to continue
till they finish high school! In the rural areas where the total strength
is not high and fee structure is low, giving concession beyond
30% may not be easily possible. All these points are not about
numbers and amount of money but it is about the service to our
Catholic community, particularly for the faith formation of the
Catholic children and youth. Today, this is one area that is very
much neglected. Of course, giving admissions and special
concessions is not the only solution to all the problems but the
space for the Catholics in the Catholic schools justifies the very
existence of the school or college under the banner, “Christian
Minority Institution.” Let us pay heed to this need of the times
before we lose the good will of our own people and be victims in
the hands of those who benefit from our institutions but are not
always sympathetic towards our Christian brothers and sisters!
To stay in the service of the society through education
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apostolate: With more and more aggressive presence of the
“Corporate” sector, running the institutions with all the modern
infra-structure facilities and with the era of the ‘government aided
schools/colleges’ under private managements almost coming to
an end, Christian managements are faced with new challenges
and problems. How can we stay in the field of “education?” Starting
and running schools or colleges in the traditional way is not going
to be easy for us in the dioceses and religious congregations. We
cannot go completely the “Corporate” way but at the same time
we cannot also lose the patronage of those in the society who
look for the best school and best education for their children and
youth. In the rural areas this will be all the more difficult. Privileges
accorded by the Indian Constitution for the religious minorities
are not being considered favourably by the government or the
department of Education. Implementation of the “New Education
Policy” will add to the challenges and demands for us who want
to serve the cause of good education. In this situation how can
we be effectively and credibly in the education apostolate? We
cannot move away from serving those who cannot spend much
for the education of their children and serve or cater only to
those who can afford to pay! In which direction shall we go
compelled as we feel by the changing situation around us?
Conclusion: In our considered opinion, we have to be clear
whom and how we want to reach out through our education
apostolate. There is a huge “middle class and fast emerging
lower middle class population”, Christian or non-Christian, that
is still very much appreciative of our Christian institutions.
There is something “extra” and “different” that makes the public
to distinguish a Christian (Missionary) institution from the rest.
We should not lose this advantage! The poor in the society
look with hope towards our Christian managements that we
serve them (accommodate!) in our institutions at an affordable
cost.
† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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COMMUNICATIONS
1. May I wish all the priests A very Happy Feast of St. John Maria
Vianney, the Patron Saint of the Pastoral clergy. May the feast
be an occasion to recall the holy life of this saint and draw
inspiration for our life and our pastoral ministry. It is not enough
to recall appreciate Saint Maria Vianney’s life and his dedication
to the spiritual wellbeing of the faithful entrusted to him, we need
to imitate and personalize what his life inspires and teaches!
2. There will be no clergy recollection in August at the diocese
level. Deans may organize a day to celebrate St. John Maria
Vianney Day at the deanery level on some convenient date.
That could be the day for some prayer and reflection on pastoral
care for our faithful and seek inspiration from St. John Maria
Vianney, Patron of the Pastoral clergy.
3. We hope that all those parishes and institutions which are
supposed to prepare and submit the accounts for the financial
year, 2021-22 as units of the Vizagapatam Diocesan Corporation
Pvt. Limited completed. If not yet done, please see that the work
is done within the stipulated time and date as set by the Income
Tax Department. Your cooperation is very crucial and important.
4. The feast of Saint John Maria Vianney the Patron saint of the
Pastoral clergy should be an occasion for all the priests,
especially those in charge of the parishes to review and see
how one is giving the pastoral care to the faithful. Well attended
Holy Masses on Sundays and Solemnities, and on other special
days in the parish or in the villages should give the pastors and
their collaborators a sense of satisfaction and happiness. But,
on an average how many of the faithful in the parishes or in the
villages do not regularly come? What percentage of the faithful
are regular to the Holy Mass and Sacraments? How frequent
are the pastoral visits to the villages or localities attached to the
parish? Holy Mass celebtorated just once in two or three weeks,
sometimes only once in a month, will not be sufficient to sustain
our faithful in their faith. In the background of mushrooming of
the pastors of small churches in the villages and localities, the
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pastoral clergy should really look into the matter at hand. With
the minimum given, can we expect the Catholic faith to be strong
and alive?
5. It is a happy thing to see that on many occasions large numbers
of priests concelebrate on the occasion of Feasts day or some
special events in the parishes. On these occasions why can’t
priests who arrive early sit for confessions? During the
concelebrated Holy Mass, our body language does matter and
when we are not there in an appropriate way, avoiding speaking
or smiling, or be present as if not fully involved in the sacred
celebration, it is not exemplary and inspiring to the faithful
present. Worse still, if one indulges in using or looking into the
“cell phone” during these big celebrations. If one arrives after
the presidential prayer or just before the scripture Readings, it
is better not to join the concelebrations. Along with the main
celebrant we are leading the faithful in the Holy Mass and
therefore, it is expected that we are present and involved fully in
the celebration!
† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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ENGAGEMENTS
AUGUST - 2022
03rd Chennai for Visa Process
04th Vianney Day Celebrations at St. Ann’s Minor Seminary
07th Confirmations, Draksharama Parish, Mass at 09.00 a.m
13th Sabbavaram Parish, New Presbytery, Blessing Mass at 10.30 a.m
14th Confirmations, Madugula Parish, Mass at 10.00 a.m
15th Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Mothor, Gnanapuram,
Mass at 6.30 a.m, Procession followed by Benedictin at 4.00 p.m
20th Blessing of the Renovated House and Chapel, Thorredu Parish
21th Blessing of Presbytery, Ramachandrapuram, Mass at 11.00 a.m
28th Confirmations, Yanam Parish?
SEPTEMBER - 2022
08th Kailasapuram Feast, Mass at 5.30 p.m
10th Koduru Matha Feast, Mass at 11.00 a.m
11th Venkojipalem, Arogyamatha Feast, Mass at 5.30 p.m
12th -14th TCBC Meeting, Hyderabad

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET US PRAY
The Holy Father’s prayer intention:
For small business - We pray for small and medium sized
businesses; in the midst of economic and social crisis, may they
find ways to continue operating, and serving their communities.
9

PASTORAL CENTRE

News

1. JESUS YOUTH CPG (Common Prayer Group) in
St. Joseph’s School of Nursing - 3rd JULY 2022.
The CPG started with the usual Praise and Worship by Jesus
Youth. This was followed by a beautiful reflection by Fr. Arji
Prakash, Youth Director, Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam. Fr.
Prakash chose to dwell on the Parable of the Fig tree from
Luke 13:6-9. which has so many lessons to learn from. He spoke
of the man who planted a Fig tree and since it was not bearing
fruit for 3 years, he wanted to cut it down as it was wasting the
soil and other efforts. But the gardener begged the vineyard
owner to wait for another year as he would nurture the soil better
with greater care. The Fig tree in this parable represents us and
the nation of Israel. The vineyard owner in this story is God, the
One who rightly decides whether or not to uproot the trees that
are not bearing fruit. The Three lessons we can learn from this
parable as Fr Prakash explained beautifully is:

One – God as the Master Gardener is willing to forgive and is
patient with us children even when we sin and fail to repent. It
is good to repent before His patience runs out
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Two – Stay rooted in Christ as the Fig Tree (each of us)
requires a lot of time, investment and proper handling to enjoy
its fruit year after year. Jesus knows we are frail, but if we rely
on Him for strength, we will succeed
Three - Jesus doesn’t tolerate false appearances and that’s
why He cursed the fig tree because it had the appearance of
fruitfulness, but it was deceptive. We should not be hypocrites
and just appear to be holy but turn to Him for grace.
–––––––––––––

2. Catechetical Work in Pachipenta Parish by Sisters of
St. Joseph of Annecy:
Pachipenta is one of the oldest parishes in the Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam which started as a substation of Salur I Parish
and later became a Parish on its own. With 130 Catholic
families, Sr. Prabha and Sr Mofina started taking Catechism
classes, Moral classes, Faith formation, Teaching prayers as
a preparation for receiving the Sacraments. Every day they
were travelling to Kodikolavasa and Ithamanavalasa which
are substations to prepare the children to be good Catholics
and preparation for Confession and Holy Communion.
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On 3rd July 2022, Feast of St. Thomas 20 people were baptised
in Pachipenta, Kodikolavasa and Ithamanavalasa.
On 9th July 2022, children from Pachipenta received First Holy
Communion after making a good confession.
On 10th July 2022, children from Kodikolavalasa received First
Holy Communion after making a good confession
On 11th July 2022, children from Ithamanavalasa received First
Holy Communion after making their Confession.
Altogether, as 40 children received First Holy Communion, their
parents too were very happy. We are grateful to God for the support
and encouragement received by Fr. Rayappa, the Parish Pariest
of Pachipenta who helped the Sisters in every way. The Sisters
express their heartfelt gratitude to Fr. Arji Prakash for his wonderful
encouragement and support and giving them this golden
opportunity to work for the Mission in this Parish. The Sisters also
expressed their thanks to Sr. Soujanya for helping them in times
of need and all the parishioners for their love and care during the
One month that the Sisters spent in their villages.

3. YOUTH SUNDAY – Youth Meet at Lourdu Matha Church,
Saligrampuram - 10th July 2022:
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On 10th July, Sunday, a Youth Meet was organised by Fr.
Vijay Bhaskar along with the Canossan Sisters. Fr. Arji
Prakash, Youth Director, Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam was
the Main Facilitator for the Word of God and the Sisters
supported with their message and prayers.
Fr. Arji Prakash, Youth Director and Director of Pastoral Centre,
Visakhapatnam Archdiocese preached the Word of God
through the parable of the Good Samaritan using many
beautiful examples in his usual vibrant style. The Parable of
the Good Samaritan teaches us several lessons even today
though it happened 2000 years ago when the Jews treated
the Samaritans with no respect. Conflict, mistrust, and hate
still exist today between groups of people. We still see
prejudices among people. Father brought out the beautiful
lessons we can learn from this wonderful parable. He said we
as Christians are called to help those in need... We’re called
to help even if the person has hurt us. Jesus gave us the
beautiful commandment of love asking us to do as He did to
our neighbour. The lessons which can be learnt are:
1. The Samaritan helped the Jew though others before him left
him to his fate. He had no reservations about whom to love
and help. We too called to help even if the person is from
another caste or religion or state.
2. The Samaritan was willing to take risks because on that road
to Jericho many robbers would be there and some would
pretend to fall to cheat people of their possessions. He didn’t
bother about the consequences, but just cleaned the wounds
of the man who was beaten by robbers and took him to the
inn. We’re also called to help even if the person doesn’t look
like us, speak our language, or believe in our God and even
when the situation looks scary.
3. The good Samaritan gave ‘all that he had’. He gave all the
money he had to the inn keeper and told him if there was any
more money to pay he would pay on his way back. Many a
time we are selfish about our needs and are not sensitive to
the other person’s needs. It is difficut to be like the Samaritan.
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4. The Samaritan was not expecting any reward. He helped the
Jew unselfishly. We too help expecting appreciation or a
reward. We need to learn to practise unconditional love and
compassion as Jesus our Master did.
Fr Prakash interspersed his preaching with other verses from
the Bible and practical examples from our everyday life. The
Youth were very keenly listening to everything that was shared
The Canossan Sisters narrated a few examples too making
the Youth meet meaningful. Fr. Vijay Bhaskar, the Parish Priest
of Lourdu Matha Church thanked Fr. Prakash for his interesting
sharing the Word of God especially on a very relevant topic
for the Youth and the Sisters for their support. 4

Upcoming events for the next month:
1. Annual Catechists Camp to be organised by the Deans of
their respective areas (Urban and Rural) to invigorate the
Catechists so that they make children, Youth and Adults
deepen their Catholic faith. The Deans should finalise the dates
and venue and inform the respective catechists for attending
the program and build programs for the faithful.
2. Youth Sunday on August 14th 2022 as per the Call of Holy
Father, Pope Francis. Pope Francis has chosen the theme:
“Mary arose and went with haste” (Lk 1:39) for the National
Youth Sunday 2022. The biblical phrase opens the account of
the Visitation (Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth), a biblical
episode following the Annunciation (the angel’s announcement
to Mary that she would be the mother of the Son of God.
National Office has fixed the First Sunday of August as
‘National Youth Sunday’ for uniformity. Dioceses are free to
choose any Sunday in the month of August to celebrate ‘Youth
Sunday’. On this day, all youth of the parish will come together
to celebrate the Eucharist (not the regular masses in the
church, a special youth mass). Liturgy will be prepared by the
National office and sent to you to help you prepare. During
the youth mass a collection to be taken and sent to the
Diocesan office. Diocesan office will send it to the National
Office. These funds will be used to organize Regional ACT
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(Animators and Chaplains Training) programmes and National
Youth Conference and National ACT programme. This year,
National Youth Sunday will be celebrated on 14th August 2022.
All the Parish Priests are requested to celebrate National Youth
Sunday according to the Call given by our Holy Father.
The Documents sent by the Holy See will be sent to the
respective Parishes for details.
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The Glorious Erections of Kathipudi & Kaplileswarapuram Parishes

It was a memorable day for the faithful of Kathipudi as it was
erected as a new parish bifurcated from Gollaprolu Parish on
18th July, 2022 in a solemn inaugural Mass concelebrated by His
Grace Most Rev. Dr. MallavarapuPrakash, the Archbishop of
Visakhapatnam. The new parish, Sacred Heart of Jesus parish,
Kathipudi.Kathipudi as its headquarters with Gidajam,
Kondavaripeta and BB Patnam villages, with Fr. Ch. Rajakumar,
as its first Parish Priest. Nearly 20 priests, 15 sisters and a large
number of faithful participated in the Holy Mass thanking God for
the long awaited gracious gift of the new parish.
At this juncture it is our bounden duty to remember joyfully the
MSFS Missionaries who toiled hard to spread the good news in
coastal Andhra and the central region of India.
From history we know that Gollaprolu was part of the pastoral
work of Priests from Samalkot and later was taken care by
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Hamsavaram parish (1935-37) and with the hard work of Fr.
Polamarasetty Charles for 18 long years when faith was spread
to Kathipudi, Kirlampudi, Prathipadu, Gollaprolu, Yeleswaram,
Thorrdu, and Sarpavaram etc. Kathpudi was part of Prathipadu
parish, established in 1973 and was taken care pastorally in 2003
Gollaprolu became a new parish and was entrusted to Pollottine
fathers who in collaboration with Assisi Sisters (ASMI), toiled hard
to build faith, and churches and prayer halls in the newly
established parish. My special thanks to all the missionaries,
diocesan fathers, sisters of St. Joseph’s of Annecy Assisi sisters
whose hard work will be placed on record.
Fr. Ch. Rajakumar
Parish Priest, Kathipudi

KAPILESWARAPURAM PARISH

Dear fathers, sisters and you my dear loving people of God.I
bring notice to you that on 23rd July, 2022, the day of The Erection
of the new Parish and the Installation of the first parish priest
(fr.SleevarajuHGN)at kapileswarapuram, celebration was
successfully accomplished by the grace of God. So there were
above 30 priests and 12 sisters and nearly 600 people for the
Holy Eucharistic celebration as well as for the delicious lunch.
Rev. Fr. Mariadas, (Dean of East Godavari) Celebrated the Mass
in the presence of Rev. Fr. Balaraju HGN (GeneralCouncilor),
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Rev. Fr. Golla Yesubabu HGN (General Secretary), Rev. N. Pavitra
Antony HGN (Province Councilor),and Rev. Fr. K. Vijay Kumar
HGN (Province Procurator).
Thanking you sincerely,
Fr. Sleevaraju Guthikonda, HGN,
Christ the King R.C.M Church, Kapileswarapuram

Congratulations to Silver Jubilirians

Srs. Bala Joicy, Shanti Joseph, Rani Maria,
Justine Rani, Gracy & Mamatha
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St. Joseph of Annecy, Mary Land Community

BLESSING AND INAUGURATION OF MARIAN HOME,
SANGIVALSA - SISTERS OF ST. ANN, LUZERN,
VISAKHAPATNAM PROVINCE

“Gray hair is a crown of splendor. It is attained in the way
of righteousness” Pro:16:31)
The 28th of July 2022 was a day of jubilation and thanksgiving to
the Sisters of St.Ann, Luzern as the long awaited dream of having
a home for senior citizens of the Province, came into a reality.
‘Marian Home’ is the marvellous gift of God, a home dedicated
to Blessed Virgin Mary, seeking her protection upon the members.
This name also has the historical significance of being the name
of first Old Age Home as well as the first house for women opened
by our beloved Founder Fr. Wilhelm Meyer in Switzerland.
The blessing was officiated by His Grace Most Rev. Mallavarapu
Prakash, Archbhisop of Visakhapatnam and the inauguration by
Rev. Sr. Elizabeth Antony, SAL, our Superior General. The
thanksgiving Mass was solemnized by His Grace. Good number
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of priests, Religious, SAL sisters, friends and benefactors
participated in the celebration. Our Lordship made the day very
memorable by his beautiful message with relevant scriptural
passage. “Come away to a deserted place and rest for a while”(Mk
6:31) The senior and elderly members not only deserve the
physical rest but also spiritual rest in the Lord which is a greater
need at the eve of their life. He also emphasized that Lord is the
constant companion, providing this spiritual rest in a specific
manner at this stage of life. His Grace reminded the elders to
share the joy of Christ with one another, their wisdom with
youngsters and support the mission through their prayer. The
program ended with a short felicitation program followed by agape.
We thank God Almighty for the very many people who were
instrumental to materialize this sweet homely edifice.
Blessed is the house where an older person lives! Blessed is the
family that honours the elderly! With this greetings of our Pope
Francis, we entrust all our elderly sisters to the Marian Care.
Sisters of St. Ann Luzern, Visakhapatnam Province

Congratulations to the
Sisters of Daughter’s of St. Anne
"Hold me close and lead me on.......for you are my guiding Light”
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Every invitation to follow Christ demands sharing of His Life and
His Mission. Vocation to Religious life is definitely a gift of God
coupled with His grace and initiative. Responding to this call Four
of our Novices came forward to surrender their lives to the Lord
on 26th July 2022 and became the part of our Religious Family in
the Congregation of the Daughter’s of St. Anne.
The Solemn Celebration of Eucarist as well as First profession
was officiated by the Vicar General, Vizag Arch Diocese, Rev. Fr.
DuggimpudiBalashowry. In the presence of our Provincial,Priests,
Religious and Clergy. We pray for the Young Sisters and entrust
them into the Loving Care and Mercy of God.

Sisters of Daughter’s of St. Anne, Pendurthy

The Days To Remember

A
U
G
U
S
T

Fr. Alphonse Yandava

1

Fr. Anand Yellanki

1

Fr. Arlaiah Pasala

11

Fr. Ratnakar Kadupukotla

18

Fr. Mariaratnam Yejjala

20

Fr. SBV Naidu

26

Fr. Velagada Balaraju

31

Feast Day

Birthday

Happy Feast &Many Many Happy
Returns of the Day

To you, Dear Fathers
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ARCHDIOCESE OF VISAKHAPATNAM
MAJOR SEMINARIANS IN DIFFERENT STAGES
OF FORMATION
S.No Name of the seminarian

NATIVE PARISH

Stage formation Place

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Badangi
Seethanagaram
Mangalapalem
Kothavalasa
Pitthapuram
Rajahmundry
Hamsavaram
Mangalapalem
Madugula
Eleswaram
Samarlakota
Koduru
Kondadaba
Vepada
Vijayanagaram
Mangalapalem
Saligramapuram
Gnanapuram
Bobbili
Thorredu
Maharanipeta
Vepada
Adduroad
Draksharama
Prathipadu
Yanam
Gangavaram
Yanam
Gnanapuram
Mandapeta

Theology IV
Theology-IV
Theology III
Theology-III
Theology-III
Theology -II
Theology-II
Theology -II
Theology -I
Regency
Regency
Regency
Regency
Regenct
Regency
Regency
Philosophy-III,
Philosophy-II
Philosophy-II
Philosophy-II
Philosophy-II
Philosophy-II
Philosophy-II
Philosophy-II
Philosophy-II
Philosophy-II
Philosophy-II
Philosophy-II
Philosophy-I
Philosophy-I

Vinay
Gujjala Prasanna Kumar
Polamarasetti Ravi Teja
Thomas
Anthony Raj
G. Pavan
JuthukaVelangani Raj
PolamarasettiDevaraj
Ommi Anil
A.Rajendra
Uppada Emmanuel
K. Raavindra Joseph
T. Yuva Chaitanya
GonnabattulaHemanth
A.Solomom(Deepak)
Guna Surya
A. Chinna Babu( Francis)
Gummadi Gregory Paul
Penta Yahanu
Badugu Stephen
Voliginti Joseph Dolphine
SanapathiAnand
Kanda Raj Kumar
Palivela Suresh
Kakada Rahul
Francis
Ananda Kumar
Prem Kumar
Bodala Joseph
Bommu Ravi Teja
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Hyderabad
Italy
Pune
Hyderabad
Hyderabad
Hyderabad
Hyderabad
Janampeta
Hyderabad
Madugula
Y.S. Valasa
R.V. Nagar
R.V. Nagar
Bishop's House
Bishop's House
Pedaboddepalli
Janampeta
Janampeta
Janampeta
Janampeta
Janampeta
Kondadaba
Kondadaba
Kondadaba
Kondadaba
Karunapuram
Karunapuram
Karunapuram
Janampeta
Kondadaba

31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

Kondathamara AjithTeja
Komatipalli Anil
S. Anthony Abhishek
Killada Vasanth Kumar
KoyyaShowry
KakadaAsish
YajjalaJeevan
Sankilivelangani
BungasanthoshBabu
Alajangi David
GujjalaHruday Raj(Dil)
NekkalaSumanth

Y.S. Valasa
Y.S. Valasa
Maharanipeta
Uttaravalli
Hamsavaram
Pedaboddepalli
Badangi
Bobbili
Ramachandrapuram

Koduru
Seethanagaram
Kodadaba

Philosophy-I
Kondadaba
Philosophy-I
Kondadaba
Philosophy-I
Kondadaba
Philosophy-I
Kondadaba
Philosophy-I
Janampeta
Spiritual orientation
Spiritual oriantation
Spiritual orientation
Spiritual oriantation
Spiritual orientation
Spiritual orientation
Spiritual orientation

Hearty Condolences to

Rev. Frs. G. Vijay OCD & G. Mani Bhushanam MS
July 13th was a day of sorrow to
Rev. Fr. G. Vijay, OCD and his family
members, who lost their beloved one
Mr. G. Chinna Ramayya
Father of Rev. Fr. Vijay, OCD
The Parish Priest of Pendurthy
July 20th was a day of sorrow to
Rev. Fr. Mani Bhushanam, MS and his
family members, who lost their beloved
one Mr. Thomas Gompa
Father of Rev. Mani Bhushanam,
The Parish Priest of Thorredu
We the clergy and religious of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese express
our deep sorrow and heartfelt condolences to our beloved Fathers
and to their family members and relatives. Eternal rest grant unto
them, O Lord & let perpetual light shine upon them. May the
souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of Lord, rest in
peace. Amen.
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
St Peter’s Square
Wednesday, 18 June 2022
Catechesis on Old Age: 14. The joyful service of faith that is
learned in gratitude (cf. Mk 1, 29-31)
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
The biblical passage we have just heard concludes the Book of
Job, a universal literary classic. On our catechetical itinerary on old
age, we meet Job. We encounter him as a witness of a faith that
does not accept a “caricature” of God, but protests loudly in the face
of evil until God responds and reveals his face. And in the end, God
responds, as always, in a surprising way: He shows Job His glory
without crushing him, or better still, with sovereign tenderness,
tenderly, just like God always does. The pages of this book need to
be read well, without prejudices, without stereotypes, to understand
the power of Job’s cry. It would be good for us to learn from him how
to overcome the temptation of moralism when faced with
exasperation and bitterness over the pain of having lost everything.
In this concluding passage of the book — we remember the story —
Job loses everything in his life, he loses his wealth, he loses his
family, he loses his son and he even loses his health, and he remains
there: plagued, in dialogue with three friends, then a fourth one,
who come to greet him. This is the story, and in today’s passage,
the concluding passage of the book, when God finally takes the
floor (and this dialogue between Job and his friends is like the path
leading to the moment in which God speaks his Word), Job is praised
because he understood the mystery of God’s tenderness hidden
behind his silence. God rebukes Job’s friends who presumed to
know everything, to know about God and about suffering, and, having
come to comfort Job, they had ended up to old age is not a problem
of occasional emergencies, but a feature
It is precisely the Christian community that must take care of the
elderly: relatives and friends, but the community. Visiting the elderly
must be done by many, together and often. We should never forget
these three lines of the Gospel, especially now that the number of
elderly people has grown considerably, also in relation to the young,
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since we are in this demographic winter, we have fewer children, and
there are many elderly people and few young ones. We must feel a
responsibility to visit the elderly who are often alone, and present
them to the Lord with our prayers. Jesus himself will teach us how to
love them. “A society truly welcomes life when it recognizes that it is
also precious in old age, in disability, in serious illness and even when
it is fading” (Message to the Pontifical Academy for Life, 19 February
2014).
Life is always precious. When Jesus sees the sick elderly woman,
he takes her by the hand and heals her: the same gesture that he
uses to resuscitate that young girl who had died. He takes her by
the hand, makes her stand and heals her, by putting her back on her
feet. With this tender gesture of love, Jesus gives the disciples their
first lesson, namely, salvation is announced or, better, communicated
through attention to that sick person; and the woman’s faith shines
in gratitude for God’s tenderness that leaned over her. I return to a
theme I have repeated in these catecheses: this throwaway culture
seems to delete the elderly. Yes, it does not kill them, but it deletes
them socially, as if they were a burden to carry: it is better to conceal
them. This is a betrayal of our own humanity. This is the worst thing.
This is selecting life according to usefulness, according to youth,
and not with life as it is, with the wisdom of the elderly, with the limits
of the elderly. The elderly have much to give us: there is the wisdom
of life. They have much to teach us. This is why we have to also
teach children to take care of their grandparents and to visit them.
The dialogue between young people and grandparents, children and
grandparents, is fundamental for society. It is fundamental for the
Church, it is fundamental for the health of life. Where there is no
dialogue between the young and the old, something is lacking and
a generation grows up without a past, that is, without roots.
If the first lesson was given by Jesus, the second is given to us by
the elderly woman, who arose and “served them”. Even in old age
one can, or rather, one has, to serve the community. It is good for
the elderly to continue to cultivate the responsibility of serving,
overcoming the temptation to step aside. The Lord does not reject
them. On the contrary, he restores to them the strength to serve.
And I like to note that there is no special emphasis in the account on
the part of the evangelists: it is the normality of following, which the
disciples will learn about in its full scope, along the path of formation
they will experience in the school of Jesus. The elderly who retain
the disposition for healing, consolation, intercession for their brothers
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and sisters — be they disciples, centurions, people disturbed by
evil spirits, those who are rejected — are perhaps the highest witness
of the purity of this gratitude that accompanies faith. If the elderly,
instead of being rejected and dismissed from the scene of events
that mark a community’s life, were placed at the centre of collective
attention, they would be encouraged to exercise the valuable ministry
of gratitude towards God, who forgets no one. The gratitude of elderly
people for the gifts received from God during their life, as Peter’s
mother-in-law teaches us, restores to the community the joy of living
together, and confers to the faith of the disciples the essential feature
of its destination.
But we must learn well that the spirit of intercession and service,
which Jesus prescribes to all his disciples, is not simply a matter for
women. There is no trace of this limitation in Jesus’ words and
gestures. The evangelical service of gratitude for God’s tenderness
is not in any way written according to the grammar of the man who
is master and the woman who serves. However, this does not detract
from the fact that women can teach men things they find more difficult
to understand, regarding the gratitude and tenderness of faith. Before
the Apostles had understood [this] along their path of following Jesus,
Peter’s mother-in-law showed the way to them too. And the special
gentleness of Jesus, who touched her hand and gently leaned over
her, clearly shows, from the very beginning, his special sensitivity
towards the weak and the sick, which the Son of God had certainly
learned from his Mother. Please, let us make sure that the elderly,
that grandparents, are close to children, to the young, to hand down
this memory of life, to pass on this experience of life, this wisdom of
life. To the extent to which we ensure that the young and the old are
connected, to this extent there will be more hope for the future of
our society.
–––––––––––

Wednesday, 22 June 2022
Catechesis on Old Age: 15. Peter and John
Dear brothers and sisters, welcome and good morning!
In our catechetical journey on old age, today we will meditate on the
dialogue between the risen Jesus and Peter at the end of John’s
Gospel (21:15-23). It is a moving dialogue, from which shines all
the love of Jesus for his disciples, and also the sublime humanity of
his relationship with them, in particular with Peter: a tender
relationship, but not melancholic; direct, strong, free, open. A
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relationship as men and in truth. Thus, John’s Gospel, so spiritual,
so lofty, closes with a poignant request and offer of love between
Jesus and Peter, which is intertwined, quite naturally, with a
discussion between them. The Evangelist alerts us: he is bearing
witness to the truth of the facts (cf. Jn 21:24). And it is in the facts
that the truth is to be sought.
We can ask ourselves: are we capable of preserving the tenor of
this relationship of Jesus with the disciples, according to his style
that is so open, so frank, so direct, so humanly real? How is our
relationship with Jesus? Is it like this, like that of the Apostles with
Him? Are we not, instead, very often tempted to enclose the testimony
of the Gospel in the cocoon of a ‘sugar-coated’ revelation, to which
is added our own circumstantial veneration? This attitude, which
seems respectful, actually distances us from the real Jesus, and
even becomes the occasion for a very abstract, very self-referential,
very worldly journey of faith, which is not the path of Jesus. Jesus is
the Word of God made man, and He comports Himself as man, He
speaks to us as man, God-man: with this tenderness, with this
friendship, with this closeness. Jesus is not like the image of holy
cards, no: Jesus is close at hand, he is near us.
In the course of Jesus’ discussion with Peter, we find two passages
that deal precisely with old age and the passage of time : the time of
testimony, the time of life. The first passage is Jesus’ warning to
Peter: when you were young you were self-sufficient, when you will
be old, you will no longer be so much the master of yourself and
your life. You’re telling me; I have to go around in a wheelchair, eh?
But that’s how it is, that’s life. With old age you get all these illnesses
and we have to accept them as they come, don’t we? We don’t
have the strength of youth! And your witness, Jesus says, will also
be accompanied by this weakness. You have to be a witness to
Jesus even in weakness, illness and death. There is a beautiful
passage from Saint Ignatius of Loyola that says: “Just as in life, so
also in death we must bear witness as disciples of Jesus.” The end
of life must be a disciple’s end of life: of disciples of Jesus, because
the Lord always speaks to us according to our age. The Evangelist
adds his commentary, explaining that Jesus was alluding to the
extreme witness, that of martyrdom and death.
But we can understand more generally the meaning of this
admonition: your sequela [following in my footsteps] will have to
learn to allow itself to be instructed and moulded by your frailty, your
helplessness, your dependence on others, even in getting dressed,
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in walking. But you: “Follow me ” (v. 19). Following Jesus always
continues, in good health, in not so good health; with physical selfsufficiency and without physical self-sufficiency. But following Jesus
is important: to follow Jesus always, on foot, running, going slowly,
in a wheelchair… but always following Him. The wisdom of following
[Jesus] must find the way to abide in its profession of faith - thus
Peter responds: “Lord, you know that I love you” (vv. 15-17) - even
in the limited conditions of weakness and old age. I like talking to
the elderly, looking into their eyes: they have those bright eyes, those
eyes that speak to you more than words, the witness of a life. And
this is beautiful, we must preserve it until the end. To follow Jesus
like this: full of life.
This conversation between Jesus and Peter contains a valuable
teaching for all disciples, for all of us believers, and also for all the
elderly. From our frailty we learn to express the consistency of our
witness of life in the conditions of a life largely entrusted to others,
largely dependent on the initiative of others. With sickness, with old
age, dependence grows and we are no longer as self-sufficient as
before; dependence on others grows and there too faith matures,
there too Jesus is with us, there too that richness of the faith well
lived on the road of life springs forth.
But again we must ask ourselves: do we have a spirituality truly
capable of interpreting the season — by now long and widespread
— of this time of our weakness, that is entrusted to others more
than to the power of our autonomy? How do we remain faithful to
the sequela we have lived, to the promised love, to the justice sought
in the time of our capacity for initiative, in the time of fragility, in the
time of dependence, of farewell, in the time of moving away from
being the protagonist of our lives? It’s not easy to move away from
being the protagonist. It’s not easy.
This new time is also certainly a time of trial — beginning with the
temptation — very human, undoubtedly, but also very insidious —
to preserve our protagonism. And at times the protagonist has to
diminish, has to lower him or herself, to accept that old age reduces
you as a protagonist. But you will have another way of expressing
yourself, another way of participating in the family, in society, in a
group of friends. And it is the curiosity that comes to Peter: “What
about him?”, says Peter, seeing the beloved disciple following them
(cf. vv. 20-21). Sticking your nose in other people’s lives. But no:
Jesus says: “Shut up!”. Does he have to be part of “my” following [of
Jesus]? Does he have to occupy “my” space? Will he be my
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successor? These are questions that do no good, that don’t help.
Must he outlive me and take my place? Jesus’ answer is frank and
even rude: “What is that to you? Follow me” (v. 22). As if saying:
You worry about your own life, about your present situation, and
don’t stick your nose into the lives of others. You follow me. This is
important: following Jesus, to follow Jesus in life and in death, in
health and in sickness, in life when it is prosperous with many
successes, and in life even when it is difficult with many bad moments
of failing. And when we want to insert ourselves into other people’s
lives, Jesus answers, “What is that to you? Follow me”. Beautiful.
We elderly people should not be envious of young people who take
their path, who occupy our place, who outlive us. The honour of our
faithfulness to sworn love, fidelity to the following of the faith in which
we have believed, even in the conditions that bring us nearer to the
end of life, are our claim to the admiration of the generations to
come and of grateful recognition from the Lord. Learning to take
leave: this is the wisdom of the elderly. But to take leave well, with a
smile.To learn to take one’s leave in society, to take one’s leave
with others. The life of the elderly is a very slow but joyful farewell:
I have lived life, I have kept my faith. This is beautiful, when an
elderly person can say this: “I have lived life, this is my family; I
have lived life, I was a sinner but I have also done good”. And this
peace that comes, this is the farewell of the elderly person.
Even the forcibly inactive following [of Jesus], made up of
enthusiastic contemplation and rapt listening to the word of the Lord
— like that of Mary, Lazarus’ sister — will become the best part of
their lives, of the lives of us elderly persons. May this part never be
taken from us again, never (cf. Lk 10:42). Let us look to the elderly,
let us look upon them, and let us help them so that they may live
and express their wisdom of life, that they may give us what is
beautiful and good in them. Let us look at them, let us listen to
them. And we elders, let us look at the young always with a smile.
They will follow the path, they will carry forward what we have sown,
even what we have not sown because we have not had the courage
or the opportunity. They will carry it forward. But always this mutual
relationship. An elderly person cannot be happy without looking to
young people, and young people cannot carry on in life without
looking to the elderly. Thank you.
________
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ADIEU TO SR. KUSUMA, SAL

“How precious in the sight of the
Lord is the death of His Saints”
24th July 2022 is a grief stricken day for the sisters of St.Ann,
Luzern for we lost one of the most luminous personalities
Sr.Kusuma who left us for eternity. Putting us all into sudden shock
and deep sorrow she bid us farewell to us. Sr. Kusuma was born
on 16th Oct.1955 as the eldest daughter of Mr. Joseph and
Mrs.Thressiamma in Thayappallichirayil family at Cherthala,
Alleppy district, Ernakulum diocese, Kerala. She entered the
Society of St. Ann, Luzern on 20th May 1974 made her first profession
on 7th Dec.1978 and Final commitment on 30th Nov.1983.
Sr. Kusuma was an educationist, an educator at heart, had always
boundless curiosity for knowledge. As a teacher and principal she
ignited many young minds. She was a fireball, a valiant woman in
love with life and with God. She was a committed religious with
indomitable courage and convictions. A teacher by profession she
rendered her valuable services in different schools like
Rajahmundry, Malkapuram ,Butchrajupalem and Rajam. The Lord
found her worthy and entrusted her the mantle of leading the
Province for two consecutive terms. She possessed an extra
ordinary energy, full of love for the people and keen concern for
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the progress and development of the Province. She had unique
talent to cheer up everyone and bring out the best in them.
Coupled with enthusiasm, courage and trust in the Lord, she faced
challenges of life. She was optimistic and risk taking, left no stone
unturned and labored for the mission to develop and flourish.
After her tenure as provincial, she was appointed as the animator
and correspondent of St. Ann’s School, Rajahmundry. During the
month of December 2021 sister was diagnosed with follicular
lymphoma and started with Chemo. During the course of
treatment, on 29th June she was tested covid positive and got
admitted in St. Ann’s JM Hospital, Malkapuram for further
treatment. Meanwhile her saturation started dropping and she
was on oxygen support. Slowly sister became restless and started
with complications of Covid and 11th July she was shifted to Apollo
hospital. Inspite of the best support of Oxygen she was
desaturating slowly. Though we prayed ardently and longed
passionately for her recovery , God had His own plans for her.
Through the receiving of Sacraments and the Holy anointing
she prepared herself for her heavenly journey on 20thJuly.On 24th
July at 6 am her saturation dropped badly and while physicians
were attending on her she suffered cardiac arrest and at 8.15 am
her soul flew away peacefully to her creator.
With a heart of gold she helped the needy in life’s race. We thank
God for the love & light for the truth, the warmth and devotion
that went out from her and touched us all so deeply. We honor
her best by striving in our lives to manifest to others the virtues
that she lived so lovingly.
We recommend her soul to the merciful Lord, confident that He
will receive her into eternal life. May Jesus who wept at the death
of His friend Lazarus, strengthen us in our grief. Eternal rest
grant unto her O Lord and let the perpetual light shine upon her.
May she rest in peace - Amen.
Sisters of St. Ann Luzern,
Visakhapatnam Province
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NECHROLOGY
“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.
01-08-1990 Fr. Alphonse Bossonmsfs, 69 years, died at Thonon, France
02-08-1981 Bp. Ignatius Gopumsfs, 69 years (Bishop of Vizag from 1966),
died at Visakhapatnam
04-08-2016 Fr. Mathew Nallanirappel, 92 years, died at Angamaly, Kerala.
06-08-2005 Fr. James SJ, 62 years, died at Amalapuram
07-08-2016 Fr. Alexander Kottam, 85 years, died at Vizag
10-08-2005 Fr. Mathew Muthukattil, 62 years, died in S.Kota (Vizag)
13-.8-2018

Fr. Thomas Choorackal, 71 years, died at Vizag

18-081966

Fr. Paul Kizhakeparambilmsfs, 31 years, died at Visakhapatnam

20-08-1992 Fr. Alphonse Menthonmsfs, 91 years, died at Thonon, France
21-08-1959 Fr. Joseph Kalapurackal, 34 years, died in a motorcycle accident
near Ponduru
21-08-1987 Fr. George Vayalilmsfs, 88 years, died at Ettumanoor, Kerala
22-08-1947 Fr. Petrus Descombesmsfs, 74 years, died at Visakhapatnam.
31-08-2016 Fr. Annem Joji Reddy, 33 years, died at Visakhapatnam
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