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The Pastor Speaks …..
Apostles, lived and died for the Lord,
and for the Mission!
We prayed in the Morning Prayer on the Feast of
Saints Peter and Paul saying, “Be with your
Church, O Lord!” Well, this prayer should be our
prayer every day! Church as the (New) People of God is founded
on the foundations of the faith of the Apostles. Our Church today
is the same Church that came into being at the Apostolic times
but grew into the worldwide community of believes with all the
complexities of an organization, with structures and institutions.
What holds the Church together is the one Creed that is confessed
and the direction this Creed gives to live one’s life as a believer.
Let us take this occasion of celebrating the feast of Saints Peter
and Paul and the commemoration of the martyrs of Rome to reflect
on the Church that we belong to and how we are called to be the
Church in these challenging times.

1. Church Universal and Church local: That the church lived
through more than twenty centuries is true to the words of Our
Lord, “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it” (Mt 16: 18).
Peter’s confession of faith is the rock on which the Lord
declared that He will build His Church. This faith is handed on
down the centuries and generations after generations across
the nations and cultures make the confession of the same
faith accepting and proclaiming Jesus Christ as the Son of
the Living God. The believers in the present age as in the
past generations are proclaiming Jesus Christ as the “Son of
the Living God.” The Apostles Peter and Paul, and countless
number of believers in Jesus Christ lived and died for the one
whom they believed as Son of God and Saviour of the world.
They died as martyrs for their faith in Jesus Christ. Not only
those who died as martyrs but all the members in the Church
3

strive (or called to strive) to live with and for faith in Jesus
Christ, and be prepared to sacrifice everything, even to
sacrifice one’s life. Though not every believer manifests the
same levels uncompromising perseverance in their faith in
Jesus Christ, there is that basic faith which keeps him or her
drawn towards Jesus Christ the Son of the living God. This
basic faith enables the believer to sacrifice or give up or put
aside persons or things or attachments for the sake of Jesus
Christ. For the Universal Church and every local Church this
confession of faith is that which sustains in the exigency of
the Church through the history. The manifestation of the life
of faith in the /a given local Church – diocese, parish, village,
locality — would depend on what the believers are ready to
sacrifice or give up or put aside for the sake of Jesus Christ
whom they believe and love. It is a “preparedness” to die for
the love of Jesus Christ and His way. Thanks be to God, there
are at regular intervals in the long history of the Church
individual believers who fully live and die, or put to death, for
the sake of their faith.The long list of Christian martyrs keeps
telling the story of heroic Christian lives to inspire and
encourage, strengthen, and challenge the rest of the believers
in the Church. Martyrdom is not only by suffering physical
violence and death but also there is the daily dying for the
cause of faith and what faith expects of the believer!

2. Hope and love (Charity): Why an ordinary human being is
able to sacrifice oneself and is prepared to die for a cause? It
is the conviction coming from believing in the “worth” and the
“value” of the “cause” before the given person and there is
“hope” in the positive consequence for one’s sacrifice to the
benefit of others or to one’s own benefit. Faith in action implies
living in hope and love! One hopes in the greater good by
living and doing things prompted by faith. Let us look at Saint
Peter in this regard. He who was asked (and other apostles),
“Who do you say that I am,” was also asked, “Do you love me
more than these?” We know the response of Saint Peter, “Yes
Lord, you know that I love you” (Jn 21: 15). It is also good to
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recall here what Saint Peter said when the Master asked the
twelve on the occasion of His discourse on giving his body to
eat and his blood as drink: “Do you also want to go away?”
Peter’s response was, “To whom shall we go, you have the
words of eternal life and we have believed and have come to
know that you are the Holy One of God” (Jn 6: 66-69). We
understand that faith in Jesus Christ makes the disciples and
apostles to be with him leaving everything behind: to live with
him and for him! Accordingly, Saint Peter and other Apostles
lived and died for their faith, for their love for the Lord. Their
engagement in the mission entrusted to them and persevering
in that mission in spite of the physical violence, persecution,
imprisonment, etc should have been possible because of the
hope in the Lord and their love for the Lord. The first generation
of martyrs proclaims the same message: live and die for their
faith in the Lord. The book of Revelation says about them,
“These are they who have come out of great tribulation; they
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14-16). Today, that faith, hope and love
found in the martyrs then and in successive generations of
Christians should help us see how truly faith is at work in us
the present day believers in Jesus Christ. Hope in the rewards
of life beyond this life promised by the Lord and our love for
the Lord should motivate us to live self-sacrificing lives, a daily
dying for the Lord. Did not the Lord say, unless you are prepared
to lose your life you cannot be my disciples? Saints who died
as martyrs and other saints “lived victimhood of Christ in their
lives!”

3. Self-sacrificing and self-securing discipleship: In
today’s context of the Church and her evangelizing mission,
we need to review our understanding of our discipleship and
commitment to the mission. In the immediate background of
celebrating the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, and the
Solemnity of Saint Thomas, the Apostle of India, it is good to
draw inspiration from these Fist missionaries for our mission
in our present day reality. In carrying out the mission entrusted
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to Saints Peter and Paul, the rest of the apostles, and also
the second generation missionaries of the apostolic times,
bore personal witness to their faith. To the Jews and to the
gentiles the message of salvation in Jesus Christ was
proclaimed. The task was never easy and was not certain of
the fruits of their missionary efforts. But, they persevered and
through them the light of the Good News of salvation reached
far and wide in a short span of time. Virtues of Faith, hope
and love were at work in and through them. Security for their
life was the least concern. These men and women were full
of zeal for the mission; they trusted the Lord and His
Providence. They were secure in their insecurity as regards
food and drink, and shelter. True to the words of Our Lord
Jesus when he sent the first group of disciples on mission
asking them to take nothing with them on their missionary
journey. For the apostles and their successors the priority
was the mission of preaching the Gospel and baptizing those
who believed, and accompanying the believers, to gradually
form them into strong and stable Christian communities.
Divine Providence accompanied them and provided what they
needed for their life and mission. Acts of the Apostles and the
Letters of Saints Peter and Paul, and others, give ample
evidence to this fact, namely, they were secure and confident
because of the Lord and His Spirit and not because everything
was conducive or everything was readily given, especially,
regarding their food and shelter. In that security in the Lord
and His Providence they faced the challenges and suffered
for their mission, and even died for the mission at hand.

Conclusion:
In these days of Ordinations, Religious profession, vocation
promotion (recruitment), celebrations of silver and golden
jubilee year of Ordination or Religious profession, it is good
to look into this aspect: How self-sacrificing one has to be or
wants to be? How one is security seeking in the well provided
life while attending to the mission. When seeking comfort
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zones, when one is more concerned about looking after one’s
needs more than the needs of the mission, and when one is
preoccupied with what one “wants or likes” to do, outbalances
what one “has to be and has to do,” fulfilling the entrusted
mission will be difficult! Synod 2021-2023 reitirates that church
is Missionary communion, participate and Mission.

“Who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice
, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials,
so that the genuineness of your faith being more precious than
gold that, through perishable, is tested by fire may be found to
result in praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is
revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with
an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” (1Peter 1:5-9),
(1Thimothy 2:7-10).

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET US PRAY
The Holy Father’s prayer intention:
For the elderly – We pray for the elderly, who represent the
roots and memory of a People; may their experience and
wisdom help young people to look towards the future with hope
and responsibility.
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COMMUNICATIONS
1. Rev. Fr. Sarisa Prathap, Parish priest of Bhimili parish and
Correspondent and Head Master of R.C.M. School,
Vizianagaram is appointed as the new Dean of the of
Visakhapatnam Urban Deanery. We wish him well as he leads
the deanery priests and pray that his services as dean will enrich
the deanery and our archdiocese. We take this occasion to
now thank Fr. Ch. Raja Kumar, the outgoing dean and now he
Parish priest of the newly erected Kathipudi Parish, for his
services and contribution as the dean. We assure our prayers
in this new parish.

2. Recollection for clergy for the month of July will be at the
deanery level and therefore, the respective deans should take
necessary steps to organize the recollection and inform in
advance the priests in the deanery about the place and timings
for the recollection.
3. It is time for submitting the books for auditing by all the parishes
and institutions which are listed as the units of the Vizagapatam
Diocesan Corporation Private Limited and Vizagapatam
Diocesan Society. Parish priests and correspondents of the
Schools should prepare and submit the accounts with all the
supporting bills and vouchers at the earliest possible. Please
make it easy for the Procurator's Office in getting auditing
done within the stipulated time.
4. Income from agricultural lands and shops (if any) in the
parishes: There are pieces of lands cultivable in many parishes
Income on these lands, either given on lease or looked after
by the parish priest, should come to the procurator's office. I
hope that all are sending the amounts regularly. The little or
more additional income that comes is not for the use of the
parish. It has to come to the diocese. Some are silent about
the exact amount that is coming and are using the amounts
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without even taking the consent of the archbishop or the
diocese. Like the rental income is coming to the diocese, the
income on the lands should also be sent to the Office of the
procurator. Soon letters will be sent to the parish priests of
the parishes where there are these agricultural lands. Out of
concern for the diocese and out of truthfulness about what is
the additional income, the amounts should be declared and
sent to the procurator's office.
5. During my visits to the parishes I want that there are not too
many flowers, especially flowers during the long welcoming
procession and shawls for reception. Sometimes too many
garlands and shawls! After all, it is not my visit to the parish or
institution. Those amounts can be spared for some useful
expenditure! I hope you will respect my thought about these
things and curtail as much as possible flowers and shawls!
6. Catechism classes in the parish and school, should be resumed
as early as possible. With the prevailing situation schools are
not able to do justice due to Government restructions. Outside
the school hours and in the parishes Catechism classes should
be planned and see to the attendance of the children. Certain
amount of responsibility should be put on the parents.
7. Ongoing training for the catechists: the deans are requested to
take iniatives to duscuss in the deanary meetings and arrange
at least once in a year this ongoing training of our catechists.
Last two years covid-19 Corona virus was the obstacle. This
year, July 2022 to Feb. 2023 at least one program should be
arranged.

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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ENGAGEMENTS
JULY - 2022
Feast of St. Thomas the Apostle, Butchirajupalem Parish,
Mass at 6.00 p.m
th
th
5 - 7 Colloquium of Bishops & Theologians, NBCLC, Bangalore
9th
Jubilee of Sr. Prabhavathi, CSA , Neelam, Nizamabad,
Mass at 10.30 a.m
th
Feast of Carmel Matha, Pirangipuram Parish, Gunter,
15
Mass at 6.00 p.m
th
17
Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Pithapuram Parish,
Mass at 6.00 p.m
th
18
Canonical Erection of the New Parish, Sacred Heart Church,
Kathipudi Mass at 10.30 a.m
nd
22
Feast Day, Mandapeta Parish, Mass at 10.30 a.m
rd
23
Canonical Erection of the New Parish, Kapileswarapuram
Parish, 10.30 a.m
th
24
Confirmations, Draksharama Parish, Mass at 9.00 a.m
Feast of St. Anne Kakinada Parish, Mass at 5.30 p.m
th
26
Feast of St. Anne, Co - Cathedral Parish, Mass at 6.00 p.m
th
28
Blessing of New Old age Home, (Shalom) Bheemili, at 10.00 a.m
th
st
30 - 1 Death Anniversary, Fr. Bartholomew (Satyananda), Guntur,
Mass at 9.00 a.m

3rd

AUGUST - 2022
Vianney Day
4th
th
Blessing of New Adoration chapel, Mary Nagar Parish Salur - II
7
Mass at 8.30 a.m
th
14
Conformations, Madugula Parish, Mass at 9.30 a.m.
th
Renovated House Blessing, Thorredu Parish, Mass at 10.00 a.m.
20
† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS
POPE FRANCIS
St Peter’s Basilica
Sunday, 5 June 2022
In the final words of the Gospel we have just heard, Jesus says
something that can offer us hope and make us think. He tells his
disciples: “The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything, and remind you of all I have said to
you (Jn 14:26). “Everything”, “all” – these words are striking;
they make us wonder: how does the Spirit give this new and full
understanding to those who receive him? It is not about quantity,
or an academic question: God does not want to make us
encyclopedias or polymaths. No. It is a question of quality,
perspective, perception. The Spirit makes us see everything in
a new way, with the eyes of Jesus. I would put it this way: in the
great journey of life, the Spirit teaches us where to begin, what
paths to take, and how to walk.
First, where to begin. The Spirit points out to us the starting
point of the spiritual life. What is it? Jesus speaks of it in the first
verse of the Gospel, when he says: “If you love me, you will
keep my commandments” (v. 15). If you love me, you will keep….
This is the “logic” of the Spirit. We tend to think the exact opposite:
if we keep the commandments, we will love Jesus. We tend to
think that love comes from our keeping, our fidelity and our
devotion. Yet the Spirit reminds us that without love as our basis,
all the rest is in vain. And that love comes not so much from our
abilities, but as his gift. He teaches us to love and we have to
ask for this gift. The Spirit of love pours love into our hearts, he
makes us feel loved and he teaches us how to love. He is the
“motor” of our spiritual lives. He set it in motion within us. But if
we do not begin from the Spirit, or with the Spirit or through the
Spirit, we will get nowhere.
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The Spirit himself reminds us of this, because he is the memory
of God, the one who brings to our minds all that Jesus has said
(cf. v. 26). The Holy Spirit is an active memory; he constantly
rekindles the love of God in our hearts. We have experienced
his presence in the forgiveness of our sins, in moments when we
are filled with his peace, his freedom and his consolation. It is
essential to cherish this spiritual memory. We always remember
the things that go wrong; we listen to the voice within us that
reminds us of our failures and failings, the voice that keeps saying:
“Look, yet another failure, yet another disappointment. You will
never succeed; you cannot do it”. This is a terrible thing to be
told. Yet the Holy Spirit tells us something completely different.
He reminds us: “Have you fallen? You are a son or daughter of
God. You are a unique, elect, precious and beloved child. Even
when you lose confidence in yourself, God has confidence in
you!” This is the “memory” of the Spirit, what the Spirit constantly
reminds us: God knows you. You may forget about God, but he
does not forget about you. He remembers you always.
You, however, may well object: these are nice words, but I have
problems, hurts and worries that cannot be removed by facile
words of comfort! Yet that is precisely where the Holy Spirit asks
you to let him in. Because he, the Consoler, is the Spirit of healing,
of resurrection, who can transform the hurts burning within you.
He teaches us not to harbour the memory of all those people
and situations that have hurt us, but to let him purify those
memories by his presence. That is what he did with the apostles
and their failures. They had deserted Jesus before the Passion;
Peter had denied him; Paul had persecuted Christians. We too
think of our own mistakes. How many of them, and so much
guilt! Left to themselves, they had no way out. Left to themselves,
no. But with the Comforter, yes. Because the Spirit heals
memories. How? By putting at the top of the list the thing that
really matters: the memory of God’s love, his loving gaze. In this
way, he sets our lives in order. He teaches us to accept one
another, to forgive one another and to forgive ourselves; he
teaches us to be reconciled with the past. And to set out anew.
In addition to reminding us where to begin, the Spirit teaches us
what paths to take. We see this in the second reading, where
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Saint Paul explains that those “led by the Spirit of God” (Rom
8:14) “walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit”
(v. 4). The Spirit, at every crossroads in our lives, suggests to us
the best path to follow. It is important, then, to be able to distinguish
his voice from the voice of the spirit of evil. Both speak to us: we
need to learn to distinguish the voice of the Spirit, to be able to
recognize that voice and follow its lead, to follow the things he
tells us.
Let us consider some examples. The Holy Spirit will never tell
you that on your journey everything is going just fine. He will
never tell you this, because it isn’t true. No, he corrects you; he
makes you weep for your sins; he pushes you to change, to fight
against your lies and deceptions, even when that calls for hard
work, interior struggle and sacrifice. The evil spirit, on the contrary,
pushes you to do always what you want, what you find pleasing.
He makes you think that you have the right to use your freedom
any way you want. Then, once you are left feeling empty inside –
and how many of us have known that terrible feeling of emptiness!
– then he blames you and casts you down. The evil spirit blames
you, he becomes the accuser. He casts you down and destroys
you. The Holy Spirit, correcting you along the way, never leaves
you lying on the ground: He takes you by the hand, comforts you
and constantly encourages you.
Then again, whenever you feel troubled by bitterness, pessimism
and negativity – how many times have we fallen into this! – then
it is good to remember that these things never come from the
Holy Spirit. Bitterness, pessimism, sad thoughts, these never
come from the Holy Spirit. They come from evil, which is at home
with negativity. It often uses this strategy: it stokes impatience
and self-pity, and with self-pity the need to blame others for all
our problems. It makes us edgy, suspicious, querulous.
Complaining is the language of the evil spirit; he wants to make
you complain, to be gloomy, to put on a funeral face. The Holy
Spirit on the other hand urges us never to lose heart and always
to start over again. He always encourages you to get up. He
takes you by the hand and says: “Get up!” How do we do that?
By jumping right in, without waiting for someone else. And by
13

spreading hope and joy, not complaints; never envying others.
Never! Envy is the door through which the evil spirit enters. The
Bible tells us this: by the envy of the devil, evil entered the world.
So never be envious! The Holy Spirit brings you goodness; he
leads you to rejoice in the success of others.
The Holy Spirit is practical, he is not an idealist. He wants us to
concentrate on the here and now, because the time and place in
which we find ourselves are themselves grace-filled. These are
the concrete times and places of grace, here and now. That is
where the Holy Spirit is leading us. The spirit of evil, however,
would pull us away from the here and now, and put us somewhere
else. Often he anchors us to the past: to our regrets, our nostalgia,
our disappointments. Or else he points us to the future, fueling
our fears, illusions and false hopes. But not the Holy Spirit. The
Spirit leads us to love, concretely, here and now, not an ideal world
or an ideal Church, an ideal religious congregation, but the real
ones, as they are, seen in broad light of day, with transparency
and simplicity. How very different from the evil one, who foments
gossip and idle chatter. Idle chatter is a nasty habit; it destroys a
person’s identity.
The Holy Spirit wants us to be together; he makes us Church and
today – here is the third and final aspect – he teaches the Church
how to walk. The disciples were cowering in the Upper Room; the
Spirit then came down and made them go forth. Without the Spirit,
they were alone, by themselves, huddled together. With the Spirit,
they were open to all. In every age, the Spirit overturns our
preconceived notions and opens us to his newness. God, the Spirit,
is always new! He constantly teaches the Church the vital
importance of going forth, impelled to proclaim the Gospel. The
importance of our being, not a secure sheepfold, but an open
pasture where all can graze on God’s beauty. He teaches us to be
an open house without walls of division. The worldly spirit drives
us to concentrate on our own problems and interests, on our need
to appear relevant, on our strenuous defense of the nation or
group to which we belong. That is not the way of the Holy Spirit.
He invites to forget ourselves and to open our hearts to all. In that
way, he makes the Church grow young. We need to remember
this: the Spirit rejuvenates the Church. Not us and our efforts to
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dress her up a bit. For the Church cannot be “programmed” and
every effort at “modernization” is not enough. The Spirit liberates
us from obsession with emergencies. He beckons us to walk his
paths, ever ancient and ever new, the paths of witness, poverty
and mission, and in this way, he sets us free from ourselves and
sends us forth into the world.
And finally, oddly, the Holy Spirit is the author of division, of ruckus,
of a certain disorder. Think of the morning of Pentecost: he is the
author… he creates division of languages and attitudes… it was
a ruckus, that! Yet at the same time, he is the author of harmony.
He divides with the variety of charisms, but it is a false division,
because true division is part of harmony. He creates division with
charisms and he creates harmony with all this division. This is
the richness of the Church.
Brothers and sisters, let us sit at the school of the Holy Spirit, so
that he can teach us all things. Let us invoke him each day, so
that he can remind us to make God’s gaze upon us our starting
point, to make decisions by listening to his voice, and to journey
together as Church, docile to him and open to the world. Amen.

Confirmations at Boddepalli Parish
It was on 12th June, Sunday at 9.30 a.m Most Rev Mallavarapu
Prakash, the Archbishop of Visakhapatnam has administered the
Sacrament of Confirmation to 40 members and First Holy
Communion for 10 members. The Archbishop who officiated the
celebration of the Holy Mass gave nice reflections in the form of
catechisis on the importance of the Sacrament of Confirmation
which edified the entire congregation. After the Eucharistic
Celebration the candidates have felicitated our Archbishop. It was
indeed a colourful day for St. Theresa’s Catholic Church,
Pedaboddepalli.

Fr. S. Showribabu
The Parish Priest, Boddepalli Parish
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PASTORAL CENTRE

News

1. THREE DAY VOCATION CAMP – 1 - 3 JUNE 2022:
Mathew 22:14 'For many are called, but few are chosen'.
Vocations for religious (priests or nuns) are decreasing day by
day in the modern world. The Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam
sowed the seed for the Vocations, through intensive collaborative
planning of Archbishop Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash and
the Diocesan Vocation Promoter, Fr. Arji Prakash. The aim of the
Three-Day residential Vocation Camp on Ross Hill was to help
the students to recognize their vocation in life, awaken in their
hearts and minds the idea of dedicating themselves and discern
their decision to follow Jesus and the religious way of life at the
feet of Our Mamma Maria. The Vocation Camp through the grace
of the Holy Spirit attracted 260 (140 Boys and 120 Girls) students
from various Parishes of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese. 'It is one
of the biggest Vocation Camps in the recent years' said Vocation
Promoters of various congregations who came from all over India.

Day One - 1st June: The Vocation Camp got off to a vibrant
start after registration with Action Songs and fun led by the
dedicated Jesus Youth Vizag Team of Girish, Vamsi, Jensen and
Amrutha who for the next two days would be involved in all the
activities of the Vocation Camp assisting Fr Arji Prakash with the
local St. Joseph's Sisters and Sisters of St. Ann Luzern. After the
Youth were introduced to the purpose of the Vocation Camp by
the Youth Director and Holy Rosary, Rev Fr. J. John Prakash,
Chancellor of the Archdiocese celebrated Holy Mass on the
Theme: God's Call in the Old Testament. The Day ended with
some more songs and a Goodnight talk. The girls were
accommodated on Ross Hill, while the boys were put up in St.
Aloysius High School.
Day Two - 2nd June: Day Two began with Morning Prayers &
Holy Mass on the Theme: 'God's Call in the New Testament' by
Rev. Fr. D. Bala Showry, The Vicar General of the Archdiocese.
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The First Talk of the Day was on the Theme: 'God's call in the life
of Saints' by Rev. Fr. S. Showry Babu which was narrative and
interesting. The Second Talk was on the Theme: 'Signs and
symbols of God's call for you' by Fr. D. Param Jyothi who dwelt
on how we could recognise the call of God in our lives. Action
Songs by Jesus Youth invigorated the Youth throughout the Camp
as they also learnt to worship and pray better which was followed
by reciting the Angelus devoutly. After the Lunch, the Young people
were now divided into Boys and Girls for different Sessions. The
Third Talk for boys on Theme: 'The Need of Priesthood' by Rev.
Fr. Rayappa from TOR Congregation was on how the priesthood
is absolutely essential for the life of the Church and for the salvation
of the world, because the Priest is another Christ who works daily
among people and bears the gifts of God. The Third Talk for girls
was on the Theme: 'The need of Sisters' was handled by Srs.
Suguna & Anjali from St. Joseph's of Annecy Congregation as to
how the world becomes a better place through the missionary
work done by a regligious sister in various ways. The Fourth Talk
for boys was on the Theme: Why there are so many congregations
and what to choose' by Rev. Fr. S. Mariadas MSFS to help the
boys choose the congregation according to the charism they want
or have. The Fourth Talk for girls was on the Theme: 'Why there
are so many congregations and what to choose' handled by Srs.
Divya Sundhari & Anitha from St. Ann's of Luzern congregation
which directs them to choose the congregation from the many
religious congregation based on their charism. After Rosary in
the evening, there was a beautiful Taize Adoration conducted by
the Jesus Youth Team which was experiential 'beyond words' in
the feedback of the youth. It made them realise the value of Jesus
in the Blessed Sacrament and adore Him better. After dinner, there
was a beautiful cultural thematic program was put up by the
Students of St. Ann's Nursing Collage, Malkapuram and by the
Students of St. Joseph Nursing Collage.

Day Three - 3rd June: Day Three began with Morning prayers
and a beautiful Holy Mass celebrated by His Grace Most Rev.
Archbishop Mallavarapu Prakash on the Theme: 'It's not you who
choose me but I chose you: the greatness of God's call' His Grace
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Archbishop Prakash in his easy style imprinted on the hearts of
the young people the importance of discernment and how God
chooses the religious. It also showed how much His Grace cares
for his flock, the priests of the Archdiocese. This was folowed by
Short Talks by the Vocation Promoters of the congregations
showcasing their charism and activities (both priests and religious
nuns). There were altogether 23 Women Congregations and 13
Men Congregations represented the camp. The Congregations
were varied like MSFS, St. Joseph's of Annecy, Vizag &
Bhubaneshwar, St. Anns of Luzern, Vijayawada, Salvatorium
Sisters, Muralinagar Vizag, Mill Hill MSFS from Hyderabad, Sr.
Medrin from Mill Hill congregation, Kenya, Sisters of St. Lucy from
Janampeta, Adoration Congregation, Vizag, Solvens of Mary,
Kurnool, Mission of Mary Mediatrix and Compassionate
Missionaries from Delhi, etc.
We joyfully thank the Sisters of St. Joseph's of Annecy and St.
Ann's of Luzern for their uncoditional support and assistance
during the Vocation Camp and specially the nursing students of
St. Ann's Nursing College for their beautiful cultural program on
Day Two of the Vocation Camp. A very special thanks to Rev. Fr.
Kondala Joseph MSFS, the Shrine Director for giving us
accommodation and taking care of every arrangement. We also
thank in a very special way Rev. Fr. S. Mariadas MSFS, The
Principal of St. Aloysius School, for giving accommodation for
boys even though it was very difficult task to deal with.
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UNDER THE AEGIS OF ARCHDIOCESE OF VISAKHAPATNAM
MOST REV. DR. MALLAVARAPU PRAKASH

2. JY COMMITMENT/ RECOMMITMENT DAY –
5th June 2022: On 5th June, the Pentecost Sunday, Jesus
Youth across the globe celebrates it as Commitment or
Recommitment Day renewing their JY commitment. His Grace
Most Rev Archbishop Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash is a great supporter
of JY and encourages every initiative of Jesus Youth in the
Archdiocese. Vizag Jesus Youth too celebrated it very spiritually
in the Pastoral Centre Studio with Fr. Arji Prakash, Youth Director
of the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam and Mentor of JY Vizag.
The Commitment/ Recommitment Liturgy began with Praise and
Worship and Holy Mass celebrated by Fr. Arji Prakash. He gave
a very beautiful homily urging all the Jesus Youth to follow the 6
pillars and stand by their commitment. This was followed by the
Commitment Ceremony which includes Word of God, Reflection
on the Word of God, Each JY agreeing to take the Pledge by
answering questions posed by Father, Reading the Pledge and
Signing the Pledge in front of the Main Celebrant with lighted
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candles while the Holy Spirit is being invoked through Praise and
Worship. 25 Jesus Youth took their Commitment/ Recommitment
pledge. Fr Prakash then prayed for all those who took the pledge,
led the Intercession prayers and concluded the Commitment/
Recommitment Ceremony. After the official ceremony, Fr. Prakash
distributed specially designed blessed JY Keychains and Holy
Spirit LED candles to every Jesus Youth. Jesus Youth Vizag
Incharge Team presented Fr Prakash with a beautiful Lotus LED
Candle as he ignites all JY activities and a Bamboo Plant to
commemorate Environment Day as the Chlorophyll of JY Vizag.
JY Vizag owes its presence to our Loving Archbishop and also
handed a JY Plant (to be planted) and a Bamboo plant to Archbishop
Prakash Thandrigaru in gratitude for his blessings and support.
Jesus Youth Vizag offers their grateful thanks to Fr. Praksh for his
motivation, encouragement and support. The Commitment
ceremony ended with a Fellowship breakfast and Household
gathering of all the JY Vizag members.
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3. PARISH YOUTH MEET AT BUTCHIRAJAPALEM –
12th June 2022: On 12th June 2022, Sunday, a full day JY
Youth Meet on “Experiencing the Love of God” by Fr. Arji Prakash,
Youth Director, Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam was conducted in
St. Thomas Parish, Butchirajapalem. More than 100 youth and
children participated in the meeting and they were very active and
vibrant. The Youth Meet started with Action Songs and Praise and
Worship and the young people were led into a prayerful
environment.
This was followed by Fr. Arji Prakash, Youth Director and Director
of Pastoral Centre, Visakhapatnam Archdiocese preaching the
Word of God using many beautiful stories and examples in his
usual vibrant style. This was interspersed with Action songs to
keep the audience fully participative. The Post Lunch Session
was handled differently as the Children group Sessions on
‘Qualities of a child of God’, Faith Formula were handled by ‘We
for Christ’ under the leadership of Manoranjani Mam and Karun.
Fr. Arji Prakash continued transforming the youth with his live
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testimonials and parables from the Bible to make them experiene
the love of God fully.
The Meet ended with meaningful adoration and examination of
conscience and everyone making a good confession and returning
to the Lord. We thank the Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Balashowrie for
arranging such a meeting for the young people of the parish. He
thanked the Team especially Fr. Prakash for the wonderful Talks
and preaching the Word of God. We thank the Sisters of St Ann
School in Butchirajapalem for making all the arrangements for
the Talks and lunch in the School premises.

4. ONGOING FORMATION FOR YOUNG CLERGY –
14 – 16 June: The Achdiocese plan under the leadership of
His Grace Archbishop Most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash was to
have Three Days Ongoing Formation Program for ‘all young
priests upto 15 years old’ in priesthood. The purpose of this
Program was to have more inputs by Senior Priests with rich
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pastoral experience so that the younger priests are role modelled
in their path. The Three-Day program was held at the Minor
Seminary at Bheemunipatnam. 36 priests have attended the
program and we thank all of them whole heartedly.
Day One: The Ongoing Formation Program was inaugurated by
His Grace Archbishop Most Rev. Mallavarapu Prakash after Divine
Mercy Chaplet. The First Session was on ‘Charism of a Diocesan
Priest’ by Rev. Fr. P. Francis. This Session was followed by Holy
Mass celebrated by His Grace Archbishop Most Rev. Dr.
Mallavarapu Prakash on the Theme: ‘Evangelization – Priestly
Vocation’ based on readings from the Acts 4:19-20, Lk 9:1-6.
Day Two: Day Two began with the customary Lauds and Holy
Mass celebrated by Rev Fr. D.V. Prasad on the theme: ‘Salt of
the Earth & Light of the World’ based on the Readings: 1 Tim
4:12-16, Mt 5:13-16. The post breakfast Session One was on the
theme: ‘Abide in My Love… and bear much fruit’ by the Senior
Rev. Fr. Dusi Devaraj, VG of Srikakulam Diocese. Session Two
was taken by Rev. Fr. D. Balashowry, VG of Visakhapatnam
Archdiocese on the theme: ‘Priestly Ministry – A Ministry of
the Word’. The Post lunch Session Three was an important one
especially many of the young priests have to shoulder
administrative responsibilities. The Session 3 theme: ‘Animator
of the Community or Administrator of the Institute’ was
handled well by Rev. Fr. Nathanael. The Evening Session Four
too was continued immediately by him on ‘Diocesan Priestly
Ministry – Canonical perspectives’ reviewing canonically how
a diocese is defined as a portion of the people of God and the
priestly ministry duties towards the people. We had cricket match
where we enjoyed thoroughly.
Day Three: Day Three began little late as we were all tired
previous day playing cricket after long gap. The Post breakfast
Session Two was taken by Rev Fr. Rayappa TOR on the theme:
‘Priesthood as Discipleship’ as dwelt on how every priest as a
true disciple of Jesus Christ explaining from his own personal
testimony of being persecuted by RSS Group. Session on:
‘Sacraments and Rituals: Do’s and Don’ts’ by Rev.Fr. Maria
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Ratnam who shared the perspectives on sacramental
sanctification and the divine graces of the Holy Spirit. The
Formation Program ended with a meaningful Holy Eucharist on
the Theme: ‘Priestly Ministry – Pastoral Care’ based on the
Readings of 1Pet 5:1-4, John 10:11-16 by Rev. Fr. John Prakash,
Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam. On the whole
the Ongoing Formation Program made every Diocesan Priest
revisit and rededicate their priestly roles and responsibilities while
being under the watchful surveillance of the Holy Spirit and the
High Priest, Jesus.
We thank specially Rev. Fr. Maria Rathnam and Rev. Fr. Param
Jyothi who took utmost care in arranging this program.
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5. YOUTH MEET AT MANDAPETA, 18th June 2022:
On 18th June 2022, Saturday, a full day Youth Meet on “Come
experience the Love of God” by the Spiritual Team (Fr. Arji
Prakash, Ms. Ramani Dhanaraj and Jesus Youth Vizag) was
conducted in St. Mary Magdalene Parish, Mandapeta. More than
100 Youth and children participated in the meeting and they were
very active and vibrant. The whole group was divided into two –
Youth and children.
The Youth were first addressed by Fr. Arji Prakash, Director, Pastoral
Centre and Youth Director, Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam on the
Love of God and how to stay in His compass of Love. He dwelt at
length on the Word of God especially Daniel’s story and what
lessons the Youth could learn from him. He gave real life examples
of youth being led astray by bad friendships and the wrong habits
which leads to destruction. After Fr. Prakash, Ms. Ramani
Dhanaraj, Elder for JY Vizag & PRO and Professor in St. Joseph’s
College for Women (A) Visakhapatnam did a Personality
Development Session. Through 7 G’s of Life Manageent she
delineated tips and values which would further help them in their
Career and Spiritual growth.
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For the children’s group Vamsi of Jesus Youth along with the JY
Team started with Action Song ‘Yes Lord and Praise and Worship’.
He in his characteristic style using day to day examples motivated
the young ones in prayer and behaviour while getting close to
God. This was followed by Ms. Ramani Dhanaraj who did a
meaningful Session on Personality development and stressed
on the point of God’s love for us through 7 G’s. The children were
very active and participated with lot of energy.
The Meet ended with meaningful adoration and examination of
conscience and all the young people making a good confession
and experiencing the Love of the Lord. We thank the Parish Priest
Rev. Fr. K. Ratnakar for arranging such a meeting for the youth.
He thanked the Team especially Fr. Arji Prakash and Team for
the wonderful Sessions followed by felicitating Fr. K. Ratnakar in
his Silver Jubilee Year of Priesthood. We also thank the St. Ann’s
sisters, Sr. Prabha from St. Joseph’s for all the support and the
catechists especially for mobilising the Youth.
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6. REGENT BROTHERS RECOLLECTION –
22nd June 2022: One Day Recollection for the Regent
Brothers was organised at Madugula where the Parish Priest of
Madugula Church Fr. Francis was the Facilitator who led them
into meaningful recollection and deep spirituality. The Recollection
ended with beautiful Adoration, Confessions and Holy Mass. The
Recollection made the brothers delve into their religious formation
levels and were thus brought closer to the Lord.

NEW DEAN OF Visakhapatnam Urban
Due to the transfer of previous dean of
Visakhapatnam Urban Fr. Ch. Rajakumar
to Kathipudi, the election was conducted
during the recent clergy recollection on 28th
of June 2022. The denary fathers elected
Rev. Fr. Sarisa Prathap the parish priest of
Bheemunipatnam as dean. We wish him
all the best and congratulate him. His Grace
Prakash Mallavarapu thanked the former
dean Fr. Ch. Rajakumar, for his services as a dean for five years,
and for his cordial relations with the priests and religious of
Visakhapatnam Urban.
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Confirmations at St. Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram
On 5th June, 2022, we had a Solemn Eucharistic celebration
presided over by Most. Rev. Mallavarapu Prakash, Archbishop of
Visakhapatnam. Faithful from every locality of the parish
participated with great devotion as a sign of solidarity. It was indeed
a big gathering, around 1500 for this mass. On that day 61
members received the Sacrament of Confirmation.

Rev. Fr. Ch. Rajakumar
Parish Priest, Gnanapuram

Confirmations and Feast day of Soldierpet Parish
The Solomnity of Sacred Heart of Jesus was celebrated at
Soldierpet Parish on 26th Sunday of June 2022 at 6.00 PM. The
Solomon Mass was presided over by the Archbishop of Vizag.
Nine children were conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation and
eight children were conferred the First Holy Communion by His
Grace Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash, the Archbishop of Visakhapatnam.
Many priests, religious and faithful participated in the Solomnity.
May God bless us all. Thank you.
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Fr. A. Savarirajan, MSFS
The Parish Priest, Soldierpet

RENOVATED CHAPEL BLESSING
Kaviripalli Village, Makkuva Parish
On June 7 th 2022,
His grace Most Rev.
Dr. Mallavarapu
Prakash Archbishop
of Visakhapatnam
had blessed and
inaugurated the
renovated chapel at
Kaviripalli substation
in Makkuva Parish. The people of Kaviripalli gave a warm welcome
to Archbishop. Bishop blessed the chapel and preached a
wonderful sermon on the building of temple to the Lord. People
received Archbishop and his message with lot of Love and
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devotion. Village employers, elders and faithful only financially
supported to renovate this chapel and contributed their daily labor.
Special thanks to Rev. Fr. D. Jaya Raju the former Parish Priest,
who initiated and started this renovated work and Rev. Fr. Killada
Nani the former In- Charge Parish Priest who took responsibility
to complete the Construction work of the Chapel.

Rev. Fr. V. Mariadas
The Parish Priest, Makkuva
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Liturgy for the Sea Sunday - 10th July, 2022
(Let us give thanks to the Lord for caring and
protecting the Seafarers and their families)

I. Introductory Rites – Entrance Antiphon: The Sea is His for He
made it and His hand formed the dry. Psalm 95:15.
Introduction: Today we celebrate the Sea Sunday. The Church Celebrates Sea Sunday on the 2nd Sunday of July which comes after
the International Seafarers day which is on 25th June. This is an
occasion to remember and pray for the Seafarers and their families
and thank the Lord for their services to the humanity. Seafarers are
working day and night to ensure food security and welfare of humanity across the world. While remembering all the 1.3 million hard
working men and women who are often forgotten by the public, let
us place all the Seafarers and their families to our Lady, Star of the
sea and patroness.
Let us pray
2. The Liturgy of the Word
Fist Reading - Job 38:1-11 : The boundaries of the sea.
Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 107:23-31
Second Reading - Acts 27:27-44 - Paul was ship-wrecked in Malta
The Gospel - Mark 4:35-41 : Jesus calms the wind and wave.
Homily (Find attached the message)
3. The Profession of Faith (The Creed) – Prayer of the faithful
Cel:
Almighty and ever living God, We remember all those whose
are lived in the ocean. May they daily feel the strength of your
proctection, the warmth of your presence and the love of our relationship as they seek the hope of a safe journey. Comfort them at
the times of loneliness and be with them at the times weariness.
Our response:
R. Lord Hear Our Prayer
L. Oh God, we place Pope Francis, the oarsman who guide the
church at this time of turbulence, the mission of the Church and
all the Cardinals, very specially Cardinal Turkson who guide the
Apostleship of the Sea in the Church, Bishops, Priests and the Lay
leaders who are engaged in the mission of the Seafarers and the
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fishers in the Church and across the world. That they may bring solace and happiness to all the sailors, fishers and their families.
R. Lord Hear Our Prayer
L. We bring the crew of every ship that sails in the oceans. Bring
peace and harmony to them and keep them under your care and
protection throughout the sail.
R. Lord Hear Our Prayer
L. Loving Father, we pray for the families awaiting the return of the
seafarers. Grant them your grace and peace to dwell in their homes
in solidarity with the sailing brethern.
R. Lord Hear Our Prayer
L. O God, we lift up the shipping industry to you, those who build,
those who own, those who manage and those who operate ships
to the serve the humanity at large.
R. Lord Hear Our Prayer
L. Lord, You show your love in providing for our needs through the
service of the seafarers. Bless the work of the mission to the
seafarers who minister to the sailors and their families.
R. Lord Hear Our Prayer
Cel:
Concluding Prayer
Lord God, be the canoe that holds us in the sea of life. May your
spirit fill out sails to carry us through each day and keep our bodies strong so that we may paddle steadfastly on, in the voyage of
life. O May, the "Star of the Sea" intercede for us, your children at
this moment of turbulence and Pandemic. We make this prayer
though Christ Our Lord.
R. Amen.
4. The Liturgy of the Eucharist
Let us pray (Prayer over the Eucharist)
The Eucharistic Prayer
Take the Eucharistic prayer for the various needs
(Jesus, who went about doing Good)
5. The Communion Rites
The Lord's Prayer
Prayer after Communion
Communion Antiphon: Oh give thanks to the Lord, for this is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever! Psalm 107:1
Let us pray:
6. The Concluding Rites.
NOTE: This year Sea Sunday Celebrated
on 9th July, 2022 (Saturday) at Ross Hill at 5.00 p.m.
37

Hearty Condolences to
Rev. Frs. V. Mariadas, K. Anand and K. Rayappa TOR
June 24th was a day of sorrow to Rev.
Fr. V. Mariadas, and his family
members who lost their beloved one
Mrs. Vadlapati Mary Satyavathi
mother of Fr. V. Mariadas the parish
priest of Makkuva.

June 25th was a day of sorrow
to Rev. Fr. Killada Anand, and
his family members who lost
their beloved one Mrs. M.
Malleswari sister of Fr. K.
Anand.

June 27th was a day of sorrow
to Rev. Fr. Rayappa TOR, and his
family members who lost their
beloved one Mr. Kakada Isaac
father of Fr. Rayappa TOR.

We the clergy and religious of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese
express our deep sorrow and heartfelt condolences to our beloved
Frs. V. Mariadas, K. Anand and K. Rayappa TOR and to their
family members and relatives. Eternal rest grant unto them, O
Lord & let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy of Lord, rest in peace. Amen.
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
St Peter’s Square
Wednesday, 18 May 2022

Catechesis on Old Age: 10. Job. The trial of faith, the
blessing of waiting
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
The biblical passage we have just heard concludes the Book of
Job, a universal literary classic. On our catechetical itinerary on
old age, we meet Job. We encounter him as a witness of a faith
that does not accept a “caricature” of God, but protests loudly in
the face of evil until God responds and reveals his face. And in
the end, God responds, as always, in a surprising way: He shows
Job His glory without crushing him, or better still, with sovereign
tenderness, tenderly, just like God always does. The pages of
this book need to be read well, without prejudices, without
stereotypes, to understand the power of Job’s cry. It would be
good for us to learn from him how to overcome the temptation of
moralism when faced with exasperation and bitterness over the
pain of having lost everything.
In this concluding passage of the book — we remember the story
— Job loses everything in his life, he loses his wealth, he loses
his family, he loses his son and he even loses his health, and he
remains there: plagued, in dialogue with three friends, then a fourth
one, who come to greet him. This is the story, and in today’s
passage, the concluding passage of the book, when God finally
takes the floor (and this dialogue between Job and his friends is
like the path leading to the moment in which God speaks his
Word), Job is praised because he understood the mystery of God’s
tenderness hidden behind his silence. God rebukes Job’s friends
who presumed to know everything, to know about God and about
suffering, and, having come to comfort Job, they had ended up
judging him with their preconceived paradigms. God preserve us
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from this hypocritical and presumptuous piety! God preserve us
from this moralistic religiosity and the religiosity of precepts that
gives us a certain presumption and leads to Pharisaism and
hypocrisy.
This is how the Lord expresses himself in their regard. Thus says
the Lord: “My wrath is kindled against you […] for you have not
spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has”. This is what
the Lord says to Job’s friends. “My servant Job shall pray for you,
for I will accept his prayer not to deal with you according to your
folly; for you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant
Job has” (42:7-8). God’s declaration surprises us because we
have read pages on fire with Job’s protest which have left us
dismayed. And yet, the Lord says Job spoke well, even when he
was angry, and even when angry at God, but he spoke well
because he refused to accept that God was a “Persecutor”. God
is something else. And as a reward, God gives back to Job double
of all his possessions, after asking him to pray for those bad
friends of his.
The turning point in the conversion of faith comes right at the
height of Job’s venting, when he says, “I know that my Redeemer
lives, and at last he will stand upon the earth; and after my skin
has been thus destroyed, then from my flesh I shall see God,
whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not
another” (19:25-27). This passage is really beautiful. It makes
me think of the end of that brilliant oratorio of Handel, Messiah.
After the celebratory Hallelujah, the soprano slowly sings this
passage: “I know that my Redeemer lives”, peacefully. And so,
after this painful and joyful experience of Job, the voice of the
Lord is something else. “I know that my Redeemer lives” — it is
truly a beautiful thing. We could interpret it like this: “My God, I
know You are not a Persecutor. My God will come and do me
justice”. It is the simple faith in the Resurrection of God, the simple
faith in Jesus Christ, the simple faith that the Lord is always waiting
for us and will come.
The parable of the Book of Job dramatically represents in an
exemplary way what truly happens in life - that is - that trials that
are too heavy fall on a person, on a family, on a people, trials that
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are disproportionate in relation to human lowliness and frailty. It
often happens in life that “when it rains it pours”, as the saying
goes. And some people are overcome by an accumulation of evil
that truly seems excessive and unjust. It is like this for many
people.
We have all known people like this. We have been struck by their
cry, but we have also often admired the firmness of their faith and
love in their silence. I am thinking of parents of children with serious
disabilities, those who live with a permanent illness, those who
assist a member of their family…. These situations are often
aggravated by the scarcity of economic resources. At certain
junctures in history, the accumulation of burdens gives the
impression that they were given a group appointment. This is
what happened in these years with the Covid-19 pandemic, and
what is happening now with the war in Ukraine.
Can we justify these “excesses” as the higher intelligence of nature
and history? Can we religiously bless them as justified responses
to the sins of victims, as if they deserve it? No, we cannot. There
is a kind of right that victims have to protest vis-à-vis the mystery
of evil, a right that God grants to everyone, that indeed, he himself
inspires, after all. Sometimes I meet people who approach me
and say: “But, Father, I protested against God because I have
this and that problem….” But, you know, friend, that protesting is
a way to pray when it is done like that. When children, when
young people object against their parents, it is a way of attracting
their attention and of asking that they take care of them. If you
have some wound in your heart, some pain, and you want to
object, object even to God. God will listen to you. God is a Father.
God is not afraid of our prayer of protest, no! God understands.
But be free, be free in your prayer. Do not imprison your prayer
within preconceived paradigms! Prayer should be like this:
spontaneous, like that of a child with his father, who says
everything that comes out of his mouth because he knows his
father understands him. In the first moment of the drama, God’s
“silence” signifies this. God does not shy away from the
confrontation, but, from the beginning, allows Job to give vent to
his protest, and God listens. At times, perhaps we need to learn
this respect and tenderness from God. And God does not like
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that encyclopedia — let’s call it this — of explanations, of
reflections that Job’s friends make. These are things that come
off the tip of their tongues which are not right: it is that type of
religiosity that explains everything, but the heart remains cold.
God does not like this. He likes Job’s protest and silence more.
Job’s profession of faith — which emerges precisely from his
incessant appeal to God, to a supreme justice — concludes in
the end with what I would say is an almost mystical experience
that makes him say, “I had heard of thee by the hearing of the
ear, but now my eye sees thee” (42:5). How many people, how
many of us after an experience that is a bit ugly, a bit dark, take
a step and know God better than before! And like Job, we can
say: “I knew you because I had heard about you, but now I have
seen you because I have encountered you”. This testimony is
particularly believable if it is picked up in old age, in its progressive
frailty and loss. The elderly have experienced so much in life!
And they have also seen the inconsistency of human promises;
lawyers, scientists, even men of religion, who confuse the
persecutor with the victim, accusing them of being fully
responsible for their own suffering. They are mistaken!
The elderly who find the path of this testimony, who turn their
resentment for their loss into a tenacity for awaiting God’s
promises — there is a change, from resentment for the loss,
toward the tenacity of following God’s promises — these elderly
people are an irreplaceable garrison for the community in facing
the excesses of evil. The believer whose gaze is turned toward
the Crucifix learns just that. May we learn this as well, from the
many grandfathers and grandmothers, from the many elderly
people, who like Mary, join their sometimes heartbreaking prayers
to that of the Son of God who abandons himself to the Father on
the cross. Let us look at old people, let us look at elderly men
and women, the elderly.
Let us look at them with love. Let us see their personal
experiences. They have suffered so much in life. They have
learned so much in life. They have gone through so much, but in
the end they have this peace, a peace, I would say, that is almost
mystical, that is, the peace of the encounter with God, to the
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point that they can say, “I knew you because I had heard about
you, but now I have seen you with my own eyes”. These elderly
people resemble the peace of the Son of God on the cross who
abandons himself to the Father.
––––––––––––––––
Wednesday, 25 May 2022
Catechesis on Old Age: 11. Ecclesiastes: the uncertain night
of meaning and of things in life
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
In our reflection on old age - we are continuing to reflect on old
age - today we are dealing with the Book of Qoheleth, [or
Ecclesiastes], another jewel set in the Bible. On a first reading,
this short book is striking and leaves one bewildered by its famous
refrain: “All is vanity”, all is vanity: the refrain that comes and
goes, all is vanity, all is “fog”, all is “smoke”, all is “emptiness”. It is
surprising to find in Holy Scripture these expressions that question
the meaning of existence. In reality, Qoheleth’s continuous
vacillation between sense and non-sense is the ironic
representation of an awareness of life that is detached from the
passion for justice, of which God’s judgement is the guarantor.
And the Book’s conclusion points the way out of the trial: “Fear
God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of
man” (12:13). This is the advice to resolve this problem.
Faced with a reality that at certain times seems to us to
accommodate all contradictions, attributing the same destiny to
all of them - which is to end up in nothingness - the path of
indifference may also appear to us as the only remedy to a painful
disillusionment. Questions like these arise in us: Have our efforts
perhaps changed the world? Is anyone capable of validating the
difference between the just and the unjust? It seems that all this
is useless…. Why make so much effort?
It is a kind of negative intuition that can manifest itself in any season
of life, but there is no doubt that old age makes this encounter
with disenchantment almost inevitable. Disenchantment comes
in old age. And so the resistance of old age to the demoralising
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effects of this disenchantment is decisive: if the elderly, who have
seen it all by now, keep intact their passion for justice, then there
is hope for love, and also for faith. And for the contemporary world,
passing through this crisis, a healthy crisis, has become crucial.
Why? Because a culture that presumes to measure everything
and manipulate everything also ends up producing a collective
demoralization of meaning, a demoralization of love, even a
demoralization of goodness.
This demoralization takes away our will to act. A supposed “truth”
that limits itself to observing the world also notes its indifference
to opposites and consigns them, without redemption, to the flow
of time and the fate of nothingness. In this form - cloaked in the
trappings of science, but also very insensitive and very amoral the modern quest for truth has been tempted to take leave of its
passion for justice altogether. It no longer believes in its destiny,
its promise, its redemption.
For our modern culture, which would like to consign practically
everything to the exact knowledge of things, the appearance of
this new cynical reason - that combines knowledge and
irresponsibility - is a harsh repercussion. Indeed, knowledge that
exempts us from morality seems at first to be a source of freedom,
of energy, but soon turns into a paralysis of the soul.
With its irony, Qoheleth has already unmasked this deadly
temptation of an omnipotence of knowledge - a “delirium of
omniscience” - that generates an impotence of the will. The monks
of the most ancient Christian tradition had precisely identified this
illness of the soul, which suddenly discovers the vanity of
knowledge without faith and without morality, the illusion of truth
without justice. They called it “acedia “. And this is one of the
temptations for everyone, even the elderly. But it is a temptation]
for everyone. It is not simply laziness; no, it’s more than that. It is
not simply depression. No. Rather, acedia is the surrender to
knowledge of the world devoid of any passion for justice and
consequent action.
The emptiness of meaning and lack of strength opened up by
this knowledge, which rejects any ethical responsibility and any
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affection for the real good, is not harmless. It not only takes away
the strength for the desire for good: by counterreaction, it opens
the door to the aggressiveness of the forces of evil. These are
the forces of reason gone mad, made cynical by an excess of
ideology. In fact, with all our progress, with all our prosperity, we
have really become a “society of weariness”. Think about it: we
are the society of weariness. We were supposed to produce
widespread well-being and we tolerate a market that is scientifically
selective with regard to health. We were supposed to put an
insuperable threshold for peace, and we see, one after another,
increasingly ruthless wars against defenceless people. Science
advances, of course, and that is good. But the wisdom of life is
something else entirely, and it seems to be stalled.
Finally, this an-affective and irresponsible reason also takes away
meaning and energy from the knowledge of truth. It is no
coincidence that ours is the age of fake news, collective
superstitions and pseudo-scientific truths. It’s curious: in this
culture of knowledge, of knowing everything, even of the precision
of knowledge, a lot of witchcraft has spread, but cultured witchcraft.
It is witchcraft with a certain culture but that leads you to a life of
superstition: on the one hand, to go forward with intelligence in
knowing things down to the roots; on the other hand, the soul
that needs something else and takes the path of superstitions,
and ends up in witchcraft. From the wry wisdom of Qoheleth, old
age can learn the art of bringing to light the deception hidden in
the delirium of a truth of the mind devoid of affection for justice.
Elderly people rich in wisdom and humour do so much good for
the young! They save them from the temptation of a knowledge
of the world that is dreary and devoid of the wisdom of life. And
these elderly people also bring the young back to Jesus’ promise:
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they shall be satisfied” (Mt 5:6). They will be the ones to sow the
hunger and thirst for justice in the young. Take courage, all of us
older people! Take courage and go forth! We have a very great
mission in the world. But, please, we must not seek refuge in this
somewhat non-concrete, unreal, rootless idealism - let us speak
clearly - in the witchcraft of life.
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Wednesday, 1st June 2022
Catechesis on Old Age: 12. “Forsake me not when my strength
is spent” (Ps 71:9)
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
The beautiful prayer of the elderly man that we find in Psalm 71,
which we listened to, encourages us to meditate on the strong
tension that dwells in the condition of old age, when the memory
of labours overcome and blessings received is put to the test of
faith and hope.
The trial already presents itself in the weakness that accompanies
the transition through the frailty and vulnerability of advanced age.
And the Psalmist — an elderly man who addresses the Lord —
explicitly mentions the fact that this process becomes an
opportunity for abandonment, deception and prevarication and
arrogance, which at times prey upon the elderly. A form of
cowardice in which we are specializing in our society. It is true! In
this throwaway society, this throwaway culture, elderly people are
cast aside and suffer these things. Indeed, there is no lack of
those who take advantage of the age of the elderly, to cheat them
and intimidate them in myriad ways. Often, we read in the
newspapers or hear news of elderly people who are unscrupulously
tricked out of their savings, or are left without protection or
abandoned without care; or offended by forms of contempt and
intimidated to renounce their rights. Such cruelty also occurs within
families — and this is serious, but it happens in families too.
Rejected elderly people, abandoned in rest homes, without their
children going to visit them, or if they do, they visit a few times a
year. The elderly person is placed in the corner of existence. And
this happens: it happens today, it happens in families, it happens
all the time. We must reflect on this.
The whole of society must hasten to take care of its elderly —
they are its treasure! — who are increasingly numerous and often
also more abandoned. When we hear of elderly people who are
dispossessed of their autonomy, of their security, even their home,
we understand that the ambivalence of today’s society with regard
to old age is not a problem of occasional emergencies, but a feature
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of that throwaway culture that poisons the world we live in. The
elder of the Psalm confides his discouragement to God: “My
enemies speak concerning me”, he says. “Those who watch for
my life consult together / and say, ‘God has forsaken him; / pursue
and seize him / for there is none to deliver him’” (vv. 10-11).
The consequences are fatal. Old age not only loses its dignity,
but it even doubts that it deserves to continue. In this way, we
are all tempted to hide our vulnerability, to hide our illness, our
age and our seniority, because we fear that they are the precursor
to our loss of dignity. Let us ask ourselves: is it human to induce
this feeling? Why is modern civilization, so advanced and efficient,
so uncomfortable with sickness and old age? Why does it hide
illness, hide old age? And why is politics, which appears to be so
committed to defining the limits of a dignified survival, at the same
time insensitive to the dignity of a loving coexistence with the old
and the sick?
The elder of the Psalm we have heard, this elderly man who
sees his old age as a defeat, rediscovers trust in the Lord. He
feels the need to be helped. And he turns to God. Saint Augustine,
commenting on this Psalm, exhorts the elderly: “Fear not, that
you be cast away in that weakness, in that old age. … Why do
you fear lest He should forsake you, lest He cast you away for
the time of old age, when your strength shall have failed? Yea at
that time in you will be the strength of Him, when your strength
shall have failed” (Expositions on the Psalms 36, 881-882). And
the elderly Psalmist invokes: “Deliver me and rescue me, /incline
thy ear to me, and save me. / Be thou to me a rock of refuge, / a
strong fortress, to save me, / for thou art my rock and my fortress”
(vv. 2-3). The invocation testifies to God’s faithfulness and involves
his ability to rouse consciences that have been diverted by
insensitivity to the span of mortal life, which must be protected in
its entirety. He again prays thus: “O God, be not far from me; / O
my God, make haste to help me! / May my accusers be put to
shame and consumed; / with scorn and disgrace may they be
covered / who seek my hurt” (vv. 12-13).
Indeed, shame should fall on those who take advantage of the
weakness of illness and old age. Prayer renews in the elder’s
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heart the promise of God’s faithfulness and his blessing. The
elderly man rediscovers prayer and bears witness to its strength.
In the Gospels, Jesus never rejects the prayer of those who are
in need of help. By virtue of their weakness, the elderly can teach
those who are living in other ages of life that we all need to
abandon ourselves to the Lord, to invoke his help. In this sense,
we must all learn from old age: yes, there is a gift in being elderly,
understood as abandoning oneself to the care of others, starting
with God himself.
There is then a “magisterium of frailty”. Do not hide frailties, no. It
is true, they are real and there is a magisterium of frailty, which
old age is able to remind us of in a credible way for the whole
span of human life. Do not hide old age, do not hide the frailty of
old age. This is a teaching for all of us. This teaching opens up a
decisive horizon for the reform of our own civilization. A reform
that is now indispensable for the benefit of the coexistence of all.
The marginalization of the elderly — both conceptual and practical
— corrupts all seasons of life, not just that of old age. Every one
of us can think today of the elderly people in your family: how do
I relate to them, do I remember them, do I visit them? Do I try to
make sure they lack nothing? Do I respect them? The elderly in
my family: mother, father, grandfather, grandmother, aunts and
uncles, friends …. Have I deleted them from my life? Or do I go
to them to obtain wisdom, the wisdom of life? Remember that
you too will become elderly. Old age comes for everyone. And
treat the elderly today as you would wish to be treated in your old
age. They are the memory of the family, the memory of humanity,
the memory of the country. Protect the elderly, who are wisdom.
May the Lord grant the elderly who are part of the Church the
generosity of this invocation and of this provocation. May this
trust in the Lord spread to us. And this, for the good of all, theirs,
ours and our children’s.
Wednesday, 8 June 2022
Catechesis on Old Age: 13. Nicodemus. ”How can a man be
born when he is old?” (Jn 3:4)
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
48

Among the most relevant elderly characters in the Gospels is
Nicodemus — one of the Jewish leaders — who, wanting to know
Jesus, went to him at night, although in secret (cf. Jn 3:1-21). In
the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus, the core of Jesus’
revelation and of his redemptive mission emerges, when he says,
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (v. 16).
Jesus says to Nicodemus that in order to “see the kingdom of
God”, one needs to be “born anew” from above (cf. v. 3). This
does not mean starting over from birth, repeating our coming into
the world, hoping that a new reincarnation will re-open our chance
at a better life. This repetition makes no sense. Indeed, it would
empty all meaning from the life we have lived, erasing it as if it
were a failed experiment, an expired and lost value. No, this is not
the rebirth that Jesus speaks of. It is something else. This life is
precious in God’s eyes — it identifies us as creatures loved tenderly
by Him. This “born anew” that allows us to “enter” the kingdom of
God is a generation in the Spirit, a passage through the waters
toward the promised land of a creation reconciled with the love of
God. It is a rebirth from above with the grace of God. It is not
being reborn physically another time.
Nicodemus misunderstands this birth and calls it into question
using old age as evidence of its impossibility: human beings
inevitably age, the dream of an eternal youth permanently retreats,
decline is the destiny of any birth in time. How can he imagine a
destination that takes the form of birth? This is how Nicodemus
thinks and he cannot find a way to understand Jesus’ words. What
exactly is this rebirth?
Nicodemus’ objection is very instructive for us. We can, in fact,
turn it upside down, in the light of Jesus’ word, in the discovery of
a mission proper to old age. Indeed, being old is not only not an
obstacle to the being born anew that Jesus speaks of, but it
becomes the opportune time to illuminate it, releasing it from the
misunderstanding of a lost hope. Our epoch and our culture, which
reveal a worrisome tendency to consider the birth of a child as a
simple matter of the biological production and reproduction of the
human being, cultivate the myth of eternal youth as a desperate
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obsession with an incorruptible body. Because old age is — in
many ways — despised. Because it bears the undeniable evidence
of the end of this myth, that wants us to return to our mother’s
womb to return with an ever young body.
Technology is fascinated by this myth in every way. While awaiting
the defeat of death, we can keep the body alive with medicine
and cosmetics which slow down, hide, erase old age. Naturally,
well-being is one thing, feeding the myth is another. There is no
denying, however, that the confusion between the two is creating
a certain mental confusion in us. To confuse well-being with feeding
the myth of eternal youth. Much is done to always have this youth:
a lot of make-up, many surgical interventions to appear young.
The words of a wise Italian actress, [Anna] Magnani, come to
mind, when they told her she had to remove her wrinkles, she
said, “No, don’t touch them! It took so many years to have them
— don’t touch them!”. That is it: wrinkles are a sign of experience,
a sign of life, a sign of maturity, a sign of having made a journey.
Do not touch them to become young, that your face might look
young. What matters is the entire personality; it’s the heart that
matters, and the heart holds on to the youth of good wine — the
more it ages the better it is.
Life in our mortal flesh is beautifully “unfinished”, like certain works
of art precisely due to their incompleteness have a unique charm.
Because life down here is an “initiation”, not the fulfilment. We
come into the world just like this, like real people, like people who
advance in age but who are always real. But life in our mortal
flesh is too small a space and time to keep it intact and to bring to
fulfilment in the world’s time the most precious part of our
existence. Jesus says that faith, which welcomes the evangelical
proclamation of the kingdom of God to which we are destined,
has an extraordinary primary effect. It enables us to “see” the
kingdom of God. We become capable of truly seeing the many
signs of the approximation of our hope of fulfilment for that which
in our life bears the sign of being destined for God’s eternity.
The signs are those of evangelical love illuminated by Jesus in
many ways. And if we can “see” them, we can also “enter” into the
kingdom through the passage of the Spirit through the waters
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that regenerate. Old age is the condition granted to many of us in
which the miracle of this birth anew can be intimately assimilated
and rendered credible for the human community. It does not
communicate a nostalgia for birth in time, but love for our final
destination. In this perspective, old age has a unique beauty —
we are journeying toward the Eternal. No one can return to their
mother’s womb, not even using its technological and consumerist
substitute. This does not give wisdom; this does not provide a
journey that has been accomplished; this is artificial. It would be
sad, even if it were possible. The elderly person moves ahead;
the elderly person journeys towards the destination, towards God’s
heaven; the elderly person journeys with the wisdom of lived
experience. Old age, therefore, is a special time of freeing the
future from the technocratic illusion of a biological and robotic
survival, especially because it opens one to the tenderness of the
creative and generative womb of God. I would like to emphasize
this word here – the tenderness of the elderly. Watch how a
grandfather or a grandmother looks at his or her grandchildren,
how they caress their grandchildren – that tenderness, free of
any human trial, that has conquered the trials of life and is able to
give love freely, the loving nearness of one person to others. This
tenderness opens the door to understanding God’s tenderness.
Let us not forget that God’s Spirit is closeness, compassion and
tenderness. This is what God is like, he knows how to caress.
And old age helps us understand this aspect of God which is
tenderness. Old age is the special time of freeing the future from
the technocratic illusion, it is the time of God’s tenderness that
creates, creates a path for all of us.
May the Spirit grant us the re-opening of this spiritual — and cultural
— mission of old age that reconciles us with being born anew.
When we think of old age like this, we can say — why does this
throwaway culture decide to throw out the elderly, considering
them useless? The elderly are the messengers of the future, the
elderly are the messengers of tenderness, the elderly are the
messengers of the wisdom of lived experience. Let us move
forward and watch the elderly.
--–––––––––––
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Pastoral Visit Collection from May to June-2022
S.No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Name of the Institution, Parish, Family

Amount

Lakkidapu Prasad, Vimala
Fr. Rajshekhar’s Jubilee
Thallarevu Parish
KilladaBhaskarRao
Makkuva Parish
GVK Family
Holy Redeemer Church, Godavari Parish
SoldierpetaParish
KavuripalliVillage, Makkuva
UrlaJojiBabu
KontalaThrinadRao
BheemiliPariash
BhusariRayappa&Laxmi
Pendurthi Parish
Yeddu Maria & Anna Mary
Malkapuram Parish
Himansu Book Distributors
Unknown
V. Varshini
Arogyamatha Church
D. Charles & Mary
Pedaboddepalli Parish
Kanikaramatha Church
St. Ann’s Convent, Chinthapalli
Kovvuri john Prakash& Ruth
Seethanagaram Parish
St John’s Regional Seminary, Kondadaba
GottivadaGabriel
Madugula Church
DekkalaFrancisamma&Visweswarrao
Confirmations
KakalaChanti Manga Hanvitha
Mary Teacher & Family

1000/10000/5000/500/5000/10000/10000/5000/5000/1000/1000/3000/2000/3000/500/10000/25000/1000/2000/3000/1000/5000/1000/5000/1000/10000/3000/500/500/1000/10000/5000/1000/-

TOTAL

1,47,000/52

The Days To Remember
Fr. Pushpanadham Annu

1

Birthday

3

Feast Day

Fr. Thomas Pulickal
Fr. Thomas Elavunkal
Fr. Yugal Kumar Pasupuleti

J
U
L
Y

Fr. Simon Kinthala
10

Fr. S. Vimala Raju
Fr. T. Yesu Ratnam

12

Fr. Jacob Gunana

17 Birthday

Fr. Alamanda Santhosh
Fr. S.B.V. Naidu ( Ordination Day)

22

Fr. Raju Gongada

23

Fr. Jacob Gunana

25 Feast Day

Hearty Congratulations &
Many Happy Returns of the Day

To you, Dear Fathers
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NECHROLOGY
“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.
01-07-1888 Bro. Pierre Perret msfs, 36 years, died at Visakhapatnam
07-07-1869 Fr. Jean Nicolas Decompoix msfs, 46 years, died at Visakhapatnam
09-07-1898 Fr. Francois Mabboux msfs, 68 years, died at Jabalpur
10- 07- 1889 Fr. Amedee Delalex msfs, 62 years, died at Jabalpur
13-07- 1994 Fr. Antony Maplachery, 74 years, died at Vyttila, Kerala
14- 07- 1950 Fr. Vadicherla Joseph, 47 years, died at Visakhapatnam
17- 07- 1899 Bro. Victor Montmasson msfs, 32 years, died at Visakhapatnam
18- 07- 1952 Fr. Jean Baptiste Gonthier msfs, 76 years, died at Visakhapatnam
23-07-1900 Bp. Charles Pelvat, msfs 55 years
(Bishop of Nagpur from 1893 to 1900), died at Nagpur
23-07-2003 Fr. Sebastian Plackithottil msfs, 79 years, died in Visakhapatnam
28-07-1946 Fr. Eugene Ailloud msfs, 77 years, died at Visakhapatnam
30-07-2016 Fr. Mathew Nallanirapel, 56 years, died at Visakhapatnam
30.07.2020 Fr. Abraham Olickal, 82 years , died at Visakhapatnam
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