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The Pastor Speaks …..
A listening Church in order to be a
Synodal Church… !
A listening Church is necessary to discern to know
and to be the Church today this is one of the
important points driven home in the document,
“Vademecum.” Speaking of the “the Synodal Process, it is said,”
The Synodal process first and foremost is a spiritual process. It is
not a mechanical data gathering exercise or a series of meetings
and debates. Synodal listening is oriented towards discernment:
it requires us to learn and exercise the art of personal and
communal discernment. We listen to each other, to our faith
tradition, and to the signs of the times in order to discern what
God is saying to all of us.” (Vademecum, 2.2). Let us reflect on
this theme of ‘listening” in order to know and to take initiatives to
be a “Synodal Church.” The first phase of the Synodal Process is
supposed to be over by April, 2022. It is a moment for us in the
local Church to think about the initiatives to be taken in the diocese,
parish, and villages or localities where Catholic Community exists!
1. Listening, we know, is so crucial to human life, its growth,
wellbeing, and development. We can respond to what we are
listening or who we are listening to, either with receptive and open
mind or with non-receptive and negative mind. Important, or even
essential, point for serious consideration is about ‘whom to listen
to and how to listen to.’ It is true that not everyone and not
everything we listen is acceptable. But, a refusal even before we
listen completely and reflect on what is being brought to our notice
will only mean that we are saying, we do not need to listen, nothing
to learn or nothing to take in. Such an attitude indicates a selfimage of being totally self-sufficient and leaves one to an
impoverished state. One can be caught up in the whirlwind of
listen only to oneself! While it is absolutely necessary to listen to
our own self, one’s inner voice, one’s conscience, shutting oneself
from everyone else is not good. The “other” can bring for me
moments of enlightenment, can lead to critical reflection of one’s
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life, self-awareness and self-evaluation or self-assessment, and
to fresh beginnings on the journey of life! The “other” could be
our dear and near ones, elders, teachers, resource persons with
expertise in a particular subject, and so on. For believers, the
“other” is God and His spokespersons like the prophets, priests
and religious teachers, and the Church or the religion one belongs
to. And there is no substitute to the “listening to voice of God!”
This voice of God is mediated through Scriptures, through those
who break the ‘Word of God.’ through the silent moments in the
Divine presence, through ordinary people and events, through
the “nature,” with all its fauna and flora, and through the
Church, the People of God! Of course, what is needed is “a
disposition of listening” and “a willingness to take time or
giving time to listen” and “a deep desire to listen to the voice
of God!”
2. In the immediate context of the closing of the first phase
of the process of Synod and Synodality, towards a Synodal
Church: Synod 2021 -2023, we know that all of us in the Church
are invited to be and to become a “listening church.” We have
been reflecting with you through our monthly newsletter about
what is expected to be the outcome of the Synodal process that
is initiated by our Holy Father, Pope Francis. The objective is to
bring awareness, renewal, and change in being the Church in the
world today, a journeying together: Communion, Participation, and
Mission. We have to be the church wherein there is Communion
among the members of different sections of the believers, including
priests and religious, where there is participation and sharing of
the privileges, responsibilities, duties or works of the church, and
where there is a sense of mission and urge to share in the saving
mission of the church. All of this has to happen at the parish level
(has to happen in the villages or localities of the parish). The
question before you is, “Has anything happened or has been
initiated in your parish in response to the call of the Synod-20212023?” Not that ‘communion, participation, and mission’ are not
at all there in your parish community but are you able to make a
statement about the reality or the truth of the matter in the parish
you are heading or leading or belong to? If nothing is done or
initiated at the parish or community level, it might be surely be an
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indication that we are not listening to “What the Spirit is saying to
the Church.” It is good to pause a while as individuals and as
faith communities in the given parish or village/locality to what
the Church is inviting us to see, reflect, and act through the
instrumentality of our Holy Father Pope Francis and the Synodal
fathers. It is the prophetic mission of the ‘head of the Catholic
Church’ calling all the faithful like the prophets of the Old
Testament, “Listen, O Israel,” to see how we are as the church
and how we strive to be the Church today!
3. How to get the faithful involved and interested in matters
of the Church?: Our people in general hold the Church and the
priests with high regard and respect, and do not easily question
or make demands. Most of them are happy that they are given
Holy Mass and other sacraments, and are available when they
need to meet or invite the priest to their homes for some blessing
or prayers or to share a meal. Apart from such expectations, they
are silent, so silent that it would appear as if they are indifferent
to what is going on in the parish and they do not want to partake
of any activities or events in the parish: Just go to the Church and
go back home! Priest and a small number of regular helpers or
volunteers or some people of goodwill are present at all the events
and are ready to help the parish and life and activities go on. But,
what about the rest in the parish community? It is here that there
is scope to promote “Communion, Participation, and Mission”in
the parish community. Here, if the priests and their immediate
collaborators do not listen and respond to the call to “Synodality
and Synodal Church” in one’s parish and local communities,
nothing new will happen in the parish. Listening to God and
listening to the Church means accepting in good faith and in
obedience try to follow the directions God and the Church give.
The Synodal process that is initiated wants the Church to be a
Synodal Church where there is a lot of mutual listening, active
participation in the life and mission of the Church, and where
there is participation and collaboration of all the sections!
The structures provided by the laws and directions of the
Church should be formed and it should be seen that they
are functioning! It is perhaps always easy and of less trouble
to work alone than working together with others. But, working
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alone or with few people would mean that a vast majority
are not participating and are not involved. A journeying
together demands change and adaptation, selflessness,
respect and recognize others in the community, and to be
generous to give what is due to others! Inclusion rather than
exclusion, communion rather than isolation, sharing rather
than appropriation for oneself should be desired and
pursued!
4. It is feeling with and feeling for the church which should prompt
the members to listen and follow the directions and instructions
with a sense of being part of the Church, Universal, National,
Regional and local level. After all, the Church keeps speaking to
the members with a concern to fulfill the mission entrusted to
her by the Lord. At the diocese level and parish level we
should not have the attitude like, “ let the Church say what
she wants to say, we will do what we want to do and how we
want to do!” Freedom given to the pastoral clergy and its
collaborators is not for doing as one chooses to do according
to what one wants or likes to do! In matters of Liturgy or
pastoral care or administration of the diocese or parish or
institution, handling finances and material goods of the
church in all these we have to be with the Church and her
directions or instructions utilizing all the God-given gifts,
talents, and resources – human and material. With the present
media facilities available, no one should say as an excuse, “I
have not heard of that or I have not read or seen that and
therefore, I have not thought about it in my parish. In these
challenging times to be a good Catholic Community, bearing
witness to Jesus Christ and His saving love, we have to be strong
internally. For this, our Community, its faith, its piety, and its efforts
to persevere in Christian faith, should be our strength. Our
strength in the field of education, health care, and socio-economic
programmes for the poor is not the same today as before because
of the changes in the world and in our nation, and the changes in
our Telugu region. Therefore, listening to the call of the Synod
for being a Church in which there is “Communion,
Participation, and Mission,” taking initiatives to be a listening
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Church is very necessary, listening to God, listening to the
Church Universal, and listening to one another! Diverse as
we are in many ways, only a positive thinking and acting will
alone help us to be the Church in the locality where we are.
Pastoral leadership and initiatives from the priests in the
parishes and institutions are very crucial!
Conclusion: In the questionnaire that was sent to the parishes
and others has three questions at the end. These need to be
answered at the diocese, parish, and community level in the
given diocese. This will lead to reflection and action about
the concrete initiatives that have to be taken by the parish or
deanery or diocese in response to Synod 2021-2023, towards
a Synodal Church:
1. What are the best practices to journey together?
2. What are your concerns regarding Church?
3. What is your dream Church?

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET US PRAY
The Holy Father’s prayer intention:
For Families – We pray for Christian families around the world;
May they embody and experience unconditional love and advance
in holiness in their daily lives.
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COMMUNICATIONS
1. Recollection for the clergy will be on 28th June, from 9.30 a.m.
to 1-00 p.m. at the Pastoral Centre. All the priests are expected
to attend the Recollection without fail.
2. I want to remind the priests in the archdiocese, diocesan as
well as the religious, to be available for the people in the parishes
and in the institutions. Frequent absence or movement away
from the parishes due to programmes outside the parish or
outside the diocese should be avoided. There is the good
practice of informing and taking permission from the archbishop
when one goes out of the diocese for whatever reason. I notice
that this practice is not being followed and making adjustments
with some priests are going out of the diocese and it comes to
my notice later or does not come to my notice. This is not a
good situation. All the priests make a note of this and see that
there is some order and discipline in this matter.
3. All the parish priests and heads of institutions have to update
the parish registers and account books, especially those priests
who are on transfer to another parish or institution. Delay in
maintaining the accounts and other parish records will cause a
lot of disorder and inconvenience to the people and to the
incoming priests when there is a transfer. Those parishes and
institutions that come as units of the Registered Body of the
Archdiocese, The Vizagapatam Diocesan Corporation Pvt. Ltd.
Or The Vizagapatam Diocesan Society, should prepare the
accounts of the financial year, 2021-2022, ending on March 31st
2022 and submit the same for auditing at the earliest possible.
And if there are priests who are on transfer, this exercise should
be done before handing over the charge to the incoming parish
priest or incoming head of the institution. Transition times can
cause a lot of problems, if prompt care is not taken.
4. Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the month of June is a
long-standing practice. Enthronement and consecration of the
family to the Sacred Heart of Jesus are done by the head of the
family with the help of parish priest. We encourage all the parish
priests to promote this devotion to the Sacred of Jesus. This will
be another motivating force for the daily family prayer in the
Christian homes in the parish. Christ-cantered.
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5. We have been writing about the Synod and Synodal Process
along with the exercise of seeking the responses from different
sections of the faithful. As the Coordinating team is doing the
work of preparing a report based on the responses received
from respondents, we in the archdiocese should start thinking
of concrete steps to be taken. Since parish is the unit in the
hierarchical set up, initiatives have to come from the parishes
through deliberation and discussion about how in the parishes
Synodal Church can be realized. In this issue of our Newsletter
I am again presenting another theme of the Synod: to be a listening
church - listening to God, listening to the Church, listening to one
another, and listening to the signs of the times. But, unless priests
and their collaborators in the parishes take time or make time to
organize to listen to the Church speaking to us about the Synodal
church and the kind of changes that should come about to be a
Synodal Church, nothing concrete will happen. So, I am inviting
all the priests in the archdiocese to take initiatives in this matter.
First of all, to read what is being written about this matter and
share with the faithful and move towards some action as a
concrete response to the invitation of the Church through this
Synod - 2021-2023 and the process that is explained. If nothing
is done or not interested to take new initiatives to promote
"Communion, Participation, and Mission" in the parish community,
it is an indication that we do not to want listen to the Church or
unprepared for changes wherever required! Jutst think about
this matter, dear fathers, brothers, and sisters. Of course, the
leadership of the parish priest is very crucial here!
7. Ongoing formation for younger clergy is planned and the details
of the program have been already circulated among the priests
who are supposed to attend this program. After much deliberation
this ongoing formation for priests is organised. Therefore, without
exceptions and excuses all priests who are listed should attend
this important event. The Committee members have been taking
care of the arrangements. Let this be a fruitful and renewal event
for all the participants.
6. Though we are asking from January 2022, still some parishes
have not yet submitted their parish Annual Census. The
indifference and care not attitude is not acceptable any were!
Please try to submit by 10th of June, 2022.
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† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

ENGAGEMENTS
JUNE - 2022
01st Visit to Jyotirmai Office
03rd Vocation Camp for Children, Ross Hill, Mass at 7.00 a.m
04th Feast Day, Seethanagaram Parish, Mass at 9.00 a.m.
05th Confirmation St. Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram, Mass at 6.00 a.m
Church Anniversary, Pendurthi Parish Mass at 6.00 p.m
07th Blessing of Village Chapel, Makkuva Parish, Mass at 10.00 a.m
08th Ordinations, St. Peter’s Cathedral Mass at 5.30 p.m
09th Marriage of 25 and 50 years Jubilees, Arilowa Parish,
Mass at 5:00 p.m
12th Confirmations, Peddaboddepalli Parish, Mass at 8.30 a.m
14th New Academic Year Inuaguration of St. John’s Regional Seminary,
Kondadabalu, Mas at 10:00 a.m
16th APFC Meeting, Vijayawada at 9:30 a.m
26th Confirmations, Sacred Heart of Jesus, Soldierpet Parish Mass
at 6.00 p.m
28th Recollection for Clergy at Pastoral Centre from 9.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.
JULY - 2022
03rd Feast of St. Thomas, the Apostle, Butchirajupalem Parish,
Mass at 6.00 p.m.
th
09 Jubilee of Sr. Prabha, Neelam Village, Nizamabhad, Mass at 10.30 a.m
22nd Feast Day, Mandapeta Parish, Mass at 10.30 a.m
26th St. Ann’s Feast , Co – Cathedral Parish, Mass at 6.00 p.m

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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HOLY MASS
AND CANONIZATION
OF THE BLESSEDS
Titus Brandsma - Lazzaro, detto Devasahayam - César de Bus Luigi Maria Palazzolo - Giustino Maria Russolillo Charles de Foucauld - Maria Rivier - Maria Francesca di Gesù
Rubatto - Maria di Gesù Santocanale Maria Domenica Mantovani

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
St Peter’s Square
Sunday, 15 May 2022
We have heard what Jesus told his disciples before leaving this
world and returning to the Father. He told us what it means to
be a Christian: “Even as I have loved you, so you must love one
another” (Jn 13:34). This is the legacy that Christ bequeathed
to us, the ultimate criterion for discerning whether or not we are
truly his disciples. It is the commandment of love. Let us stop
to consider two essential elements of this commandment: Jesus’
love for us – “as I have loved you” – and the love he asks us to
show to others – “so you must love one another”.
First, the words “as I have loved you”. How did Jesus love us?
To the very end, to the total gift of himself. It is striking to think
that he spoke these words on that night of darkness, when the
atmosphere in the Upper Room was one of deep emotion and
anxiety: deep emotion, because the Master was about to bid
farewell to his disciples; anxiety because he had said that one
of them would betray him. We can imagine the sorrow that
filled the heart of Jesus, the dark clouds that were gathering in
the hearts of the apostles, and their bitterness at seeing Judas
who, after receiving the morsel dipped for him by the Master,
left the room to enter into the night of betrayal. Yet at the very
hour of his betrayal, Jesus reaffirmed his love for his own. For
amid the darkness and tempests of life, that is the most important
thing of all: God loves us.
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Brothers and sisters, may this message be the core of our own
faith and all the ways in which we express it: “…not that we loved
God but that he loved us” (1 Jn 4:10). Let us never forget this.
Our abilities and our merits are not the central thing, but rather
the unconditional, free and unmerited love of God. Our Christian
lives begin not with doctrine and good works, but with the
amazement born of realizing that we are loved, prior to any
response on our part. While the world frequently tries to convince
us that we are valued only for what we can produce, the Gospel
reminds us of the real truth of life: we are loved. A contemporary
spiritual writer put it this way: “Long before any human being
saw us, we were seen by God’s loving eyes. Long before anyone
heard us cry or laugh, we were heard by our God, who is all ears
for us. Long before any person spoke to us in this world, we
were spoken to by the voice of eternal love” (H. NOUWEN, Life
of the Beloved). He loved us first; he waits for us; he keeps loving
us. This is our identity: we are God’s loved ones. This is our
strength: we are loved by God.
Acknowledging this truth requires a conversion in the way we
often think of holiness. At times, by over-emphasizing our efforts
to do good works, we have created an ideal of holiness
excessively based on ourselves, our personal heroics, our
capacity for renunciation, our readiness for self-sacrifice to
achieve a reward. This can at times appear as an overly
“pelagian” way of viewing life and holiness. We have turned
holiness into an unattainable goal. We have separated it from
everyday life, instead of looking for it and embracing it in our
daily routines, in the dust of the streets, in the trials of real life
and, in the words of Teresa of Avila to her Sisters, “among the
pots and pans”. Being disciples of Jesus and advancing on the
path of holiness means first and foremost letting ourselves be
transfigured by the power of God’s love. Let us never forget the
primacy of God over self, of the Spirit over the flesh, of grace
over works. For we at times give more importance to self, flesh
and works. No, the primacy is that of God over self, of the Spirit
over the flesh, of grace over works.
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The love that we receive from the Lord is the force that transforms
our lives. It opens our hearts and enables us to love. For this
reason, Jesus says – here is the second element – “as I have
loved you, so must you love one another”. That word “as” is not
simply an invitation to imitate Jesus’ love; it tells us that we are
able to love only because he has loved us, because he pours
into our hearts his own Spirit, the Spirit of holiness, love that
heals and transforms. As a result, we can make decisions and
perform works of love in every situation and for every brother
and sister whom we meet, because we ourselves are loved and
we have the power to love. As I myself am loved, so I can love
others. The love I give is united to Jesus’ love for me. “As” he
loved me, so I can love others. The Christian life is just that
simple. Let’s not make it more complicated with so many things.
It is just that simple.
In practice, what does it mean to live this love? Before giving us
this commandment, Jesus had washed the disciples’ feet; then,
after giving it, he gave himself up to the wood of the cross. To
love means this: to serve and to give one’s life. To serve, that is,
not to put our own interests first: to clear our systems of the
poison of greed and competitiveness; to fight the cancer of
indifference and the worm of self-referentiality; to share the
charisms and gifts that God has given us. Specifically, we should
ask ourselves, “What do I do for others?” That is what it means to
love, to go about our daily lives in a spirit of service, with
unassuming love and without seeking any recompense.
Then, to give one’s life. This is about more than simply offering
something of ours to others; it is about giving them our very selves.
I like to ask people who seek my counsel whether they give alms.
And if they do, whether they touch the hand of the recipient or
simply, antiseptically, throw down the alms. Those people usually
blush and say no. And I ask whether, in giving alms, they look
the person in the eye, or look the other way. They say no.
Touching and looking, touching and looking at the flesh of Christ
who suffers in our brothers and sisters. This is very important; it
is what it means to give one’s life.
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Holiness does not consist of a few heroic gestures, but of many
small acts of daily love. “Are you called to the consecrated life?
So many of you are here today! Then be holy by living out your
commitment with joy. Are you married? Be holy by loving and
caring for your husband or wife, as Christ does for the Church.
Do you work for a living? Be holy by labouring with integrity and
skill in the service of your brothers and sisters, by fighting for
justice for your comrades, so that they do not remain without work,
so that they always receive a just wage. Are you a parent or
grandparent? Be holy by patiently teaching the little ones how to
follow Jesus. Tell me, are you in a position of authority? So many
people in authority are here today! Then be holy by working for
the common good and renouncing personal gain” (Gaudete et
Exsultate, 14). This is the path of holiness, and it is so simple! To
see Jesus always in others.
To serve the Gospel and our brothers and sisters, to offer our
lives without expecting anything in return, any worldly glory: this is
a secret and it is our calling. That was how our fellow travellers
canonized today lived their holiness. By embracing with enthusiasm
their vocation – as a priest, as a consecrated women, as a lay
person – they devoted their lives to the Gospel. They discovered
an incomparable joy and they became brilliant reflections of the
Lord of history. For that is what a saint is: a luminous reflection of
the Lord of history. May we strive to do the same. The path of
holiness is not barred; it is universal and it starts with Baptism. Let
us strive to follow it, for each of us is called to holiness, to a form of
holiness all our own. Holiness is always “original”, as Blessed Carlo
Cutis used to say: it is not a photocopy, but an “original”, mine,
yours, all of ours. It is uniquely our own. Truly, the Lord has a
plan of love for everyone. He has a dream for your life, for my life,
for the life of each of us. What else can I say? Pursue that dream
with joy.
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PASTORAL CENTRE

News

ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL AND SCHOOL OF NURSING
International Nurses Day Celebration on 12th may 2022
"You are the light of the world. So let your light shine before all
people. So that seeing your good works people will give glory to
God" The powerful words of Jesus keeps resounding in our ears
and lingering in our thoughts.
International Nurses Day, annual observance held on May 12 that
commemorates the birth in 1820 of Florence Nightingale, the
foundational philosopher of modern nursing. The event, established
in 1974 by the International Council of Nurses (ICN), also serves
to highlight the important role nurses fulfill in health care
The faculty, staff and students of St.. Joseph's hospital school of
nursing, Maryland, celebrated the international nurses day on the
theme. A voice to lead - invest in nursing and respect rights to
secure global health on 12 th may 2022
The Formal program on 12 th may began with the Holy Eucharistic
celebration, with the procession by the nurses with their candle
lit. The Eucharistic celebration presided by Rev. Fr. Jay Raj , Rev
Fr, Arji Prakash the president for jesus youth. and Rev Fr. Vijay
Peter and followed by lamp lighting by Rev. Fathers. On the
occasion of nurses day a special homily was given by Rev Fr. Arji
Prakash who has beautifully described the seven sacraments in
union with the healing ministry in his homily. We are grateful to
Rev. Fr. Arji Prakash for his vast knowledge about the word of
God ,which has inspired everyone of us to become Christ like in
our profession of nursing .We are grateful to the Rev. Fathers
who has taken the holy Eucharistic to a solemn celebrations
We are thankful to Rev. Fr. Arji Prakash for inspiring with his
vibrant speech regarding the front line nurses. Soon after the
celebration of the holy Eucharistic, the program continued with
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competitions of singing, dancing, quiz , drawing, essay. Indoor
and outdoor games, in the preens of competent judges of Rev
Fr Arji Praksh,the president for the Jesus youth . Rev Fr. Vijay
peter, Rev Fr. Dominic Savio, to whom we owe our gratitude for
their time with us. Then carried on with cultural programs and
prize distribution for all the competitions conducted previously
and on may 12. A short message was delivered by Rev. Fr
Dominic Savio regarding the quality of nurses and the importance
of nurses in the field of nursing profession. We are thankful to
Rev. Fr, Dominic Savio for motivating us and for your words of
wisdom.
The celebration came to an end by proposing the vote of thanks
and singing the institutional anthem .Finally ended the celebration
with a grand agape Once again we thank Rev priests , all the
sisters, teaching and non teaching staffs and all those who were
part of the program and made the day more amazing, memorable
and unforgettable one. Thank you one and all.
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Araku Documentary
Postgraduation
Students from NISCORT
Media College, Delhi
visited Diocese of
Visakhapatnam on 1st
May 2022 as part of
their documentary
shoot at Araku valley.
They had an interview
with bishop Most. Rev.
Dr Prakash Mallavarapu regarding Christian missionary activities
and social issues of the Araku people.

From 2nd May to 6th May 11 students from NISCORT Media College
under the guidance of Fr.JenithSekar, faculty from the college,
shot a documentary about the people of Araku. Among the
students, 8 of them are priests from different dioceses and
congregations. They visited different villages and captured their
life situation. Rev. Fr. Jesudas, the Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Kantha
Raju, Rev. Sisters and Parishioners of Arakugave a great support
for the successful completion of the documentary.
Villagers helped a lot for the shoot and they were happily associating
with them. Documentary shoot was mainly based on the parish
and its missionary activities in Araku. Rev. Fr. Argi Prakash coordinated the entire project and made the documentary possible.
The documentary editing is in process and will be completedsooner.
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SANTHI SADHANA EDUCATIONAL COMPLEX
R.V. NAGAR, G.K.VEEDHI 2022-23

Report of the Summer Camp 2022
What Thanks O Lord can I rendered Thee for all the gifts Thou
have Showered on me. Each day I sing of praise and glory. Santhi
Sadhana Educational Complex R.V. Nagar Summer Camp 2022.
The Theme for the summer Camp is Darkness to Light to grow
in Life
The Spark of fire enkindled in the mind and heart of Rev. Fr.
Harry Phillips to have the Summer Camp at Santhi Sadhana
Educational Complex for the growth and development of the people
in Alluri Seetha Rama Raju District, Specially for the people of
R.V. Nagar to give hope and opportunity to the tribal children to
bring out the hidden treasures and talents to face the world with
courage and conviction by learning the Commication skills and to
be confident to stand on their feet with better spoken English and
desiring to update themselves with the present technology to grow
in the depth of their hearts to be successful and challenging to
venture in to the present scenario with dare to be different attitude.
The Management was very glad to conduct the Summer Camp
with the Motto/Theme Darkness to Light to grow in life.
The Summer Camp started from 15th May 2022 to May 30th
2022. These are the courses provided for the Spoken English,
Computer Education, Music and Vocal with Guitar and Cricket.
So well trained and best qualified faculty were invited for this Camp.
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Mrs. Meena Nelson from Pune a well qualified professor, having
three degrees and PhD in English Literature. Mr. Sreevatsa a
rocking expert with sensational musical talent. Bro. Yuva
Chaitanya a versatile and expert in computer education. Cricket
coach name Avinash came from Vizag - a well talented sportive
man.
The President of the Santhi Sadhana Educational Complex
Rt. Rev. Archbishop Prakash Mallavarapu has encouraged
and supported to have the Summer Camp.
On 15th May 2022 at 10 a.m. the Innaguration of the summer
Camp began with prayer and lighting of the lamp with a prayer
song. The faculty and children were welcomed and introduced
the purpose of the Camp, the ID cards were given after giving
the golden guidelines for the students with its schedule for the
better learning and Happy stay in the hostels.
The accommodation is well arranged by the incharges for
both girls and boys. There were 150 students participated in
various courses. We highly appreciate all the parents for their
timely co-operation and guidance to the children to be better
students to have a good future a head.
Daily they had five hours of coaching/teaching with a slip test
at the end of each day. The children are awesome excited and
eagar to learn and enjoyed the beautiful clouds and nature at
R.V. Nagar. Many students were from Santhi Sadhana and many
children were from near and far places and parishes.
We thank God for the gift of our hard working and dedicated
Fathers, Sisters, Brothers, Teaching and Non-teaching staff for
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their constant support and special help rendered during these
15 days of the Summer Camp.
The Summer Camp is a mile stone in the history of Santhi
Sadhana Educational Complex and in the Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam. The Management felt the need for the people
who were very happy to render their selfless service even in
their leisure for the deployment and welfare of the tribal children
to give them a Ray of hope and to provide opportunities to grow
in Life with a strong determination a glow to bloom where they
are planted.
On 20th we had talent show and they were open and free to
exhibit and On 28th and 29th May 2022 we also conducted the
Talent show and fire "Camp" The students took very active
participation and spontaneously exhibited their talents, Praise to
the Almighty God for His marvelous blessings upon all our
children. The children were keen and willing to learn, their deep
desire for the knowledge and helped the management and staff
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to overwork and make this first Summer Camp a successful
one by the grace of the good Lord. All kept good health and
happy. The fifteen days moved very fast and on 29th they wrote
over all exams and Elocution were conducted; they performed
the skit on various topics of current issues. The students did
excellent.
Fantastic so the Management awarded the best performance
with certificates by His Grace Archbishop Prakash Mallavarapu
at the closing ceremony of Summer Camp 2022 on May 29th
evening and addressed the gathering The Opportunities in life.
Decision making and Sacrifices and its values. We had also
short cultural programme. It was very enriching and empowering
to work for the development of tribal children.
The President congratulated the Director/Correspondent,
Rev. Fr. Harry Phillips, The Principal and staff and faculty for
successful and memorable event in the mission at R.V. Nagar.
Few parents also attended the closing ceremony of the Summer
Camp. They were happy. Among them, three parents spoke on
behalf of the students for their adventurous first step and
expressed their gratitude.
On 30th morning at 10am the floor was opened for the
students to explore themselves before the Camp and during
the Camp and after the Camp . Many spoke very boldly and
said that they have gained Self confidence, Time Management,
Punctuality, Teaching with love and care, Individual care and
Motivation.
The Management facilitated the faculty at the Closing
ceremony of Summer Camp 2022. With flowers shawl, a small
gift as the token of their love, appreciation and gratitude. We
had common photo session and after a small prayer of Thanks
giving to God greatefully. All dispersed with love in their hearts,
in their tears, Hope in their hands.!
Rev. Fr. Harry Philips
Director of S.S.E.C
R.V. Nagar, GK Veedhi
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Blessing of New Community Hall
Venkojipalem Parish
5th May, First Thursday of the
month was a memorable
day for the Venkojipalem
parish. That day His grace
Most. Rev. Mallavarapu
Prakash the Archbishop of
Visakhapatnam hoisted the
Holy Mass and blessed and
inaugurated the Multi purpose Community Hall.
People were so happy about
this project and its timely
implementation by Fr. Vijaya
Bhaskar the parish priest.
There was a felicitation to His
grace by the council members. Parish Priest thanked His Grace
and Fr. D. Balashouri V. G for the graceful presence of the occasion. The evening ceremony ended with fellowship meal.
- Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar
Parish Priest,Venkojipalem

Blessing of New Chapel
Jodimamidi Village, Y.S.Valasa Parish

Archbishop Most. Rev. Mallavarapu Prakash solemnly blessed
the new chapel at Jodimamidi village in Yerrasamanthavalasa
Parish, at 10:00 a.m. on 10th May 2022. The village is one of the
substations on Y.S.Valasa. This chapel had a 90 years of history
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and the statue of St. Teresa of Child Jesus was sponsored by the
family members to this chapel. Gnanapuram Parish financially
supported to build this chapel and village faithful contributed their
daily labor. Families of local faithful were happy about the new
chapel in their village. Some priests from different denaries were
concelebrated Mass. Fr. Rajendra thanked Fr. Jeevan Babu the
Parish Priest for his support and cooperation. Special thanks to
Rev. Fr. M. Rajendra the former parish priest who took responsibility
to complete the Construction work of the Chapel though he was
relieved from the Parish for his Studies.
Rev. Fr. M. Rajendra (Former Parish Priest)
Rev. Fr. P. Jeevan Babu,
Parish Priest of Y.S.Valasa

Blessing of New Adoration Monastery
Nalgonda Diocese
His Grace Most Rev. Prakash Mallavarapu the Archbishop of
Visakhapatnam had blessed the new adoration monastry in the
Diocese of Nalgonda on 7th May 2022. Archbishop celebrated
High Pontifical Eucharistic Celebration to thank the Lord along
with the sisters of Poor Clare for new mission in the docese of
Nalgonda. Sisters were so happy about this mission and the
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presence of His Grace. After celebration there was a felicitation
to His grace, Emeritus Govindu Joji, Biship of Nalgonda and
Rev. Fr. Balaswamy, Administrator. Rev. Sr. Mary Philippa
thanked all the Priests and Sisters for their gracious presence.
Rev. Sr. Mary Philippa
Superior of Adoration Monostery

Congratulations to Silver Jubilerian
Rev. Fr. Rajasekhar Kupparala
Date of Birth: 24.03.1971
Ordained On: 26.05.1997
As Assistant :
Seethammadhara (June 1997 - Dec. 98)
Draksharama (January 99 - 2002 )
As Parish Priest:
Madugula (May 2002 - July 2007)
Velangi (July 2007 - August 2009)
Godavari (August 2009 - May 2014)
Badangi (May 2014 – May 2019)
Muralinagar (May 2020- at present)
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NEW CHAPEL BLESSING
Narlavalasa Village, Mary Nagar, Salur -2

On May 15th 2022, His grace Most Rev. Dr.
Mallavarapu Prakash Archbishop of
Visakhapatnam had blessed the new chapel
at Narlavalasa substation in Mary Nagar Parish,
Salur -2. The people of Mary Nagar Parish gave
a warm welcome to Archbishop. Archbishop
blessed the Chapel and Concele-brated Holy
Eucharist for the faithful. Archbishop preached
on the importance of the temple of God:
Church. He remainded that we are the temple
of the Holy Spirit. After Mass there was a
felicitation to His Grace by the Village People. People received
Archbishop and his message with lot of Love and devotion.
Rev. Fr. Ch. Mariadas,
Parish Priest, Marynagar Parish, Salur -2.

Transfers and Appointments – May 2022
PARISH PRIESTS
S. No

Name of the Parish Priest

Place

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Fr. Thomas Pulickal
Fr. Joseph Anithottam
Fr. Joseph Kochuchira
Fr. Pasupuleti Francis
Fr. D. V. Prasad
Fr. Yerra Ramesh
Fr. J. John Prakash

Sabbavaram
Arilova
L.Kota
Seethammadhara
Sagar Nagar
Mangalapalem
St. Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram
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8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Fr. Ch. Raja Kumar
Fr. Y. Anand
Fr. K. Varghese
Fr. S. Vijay Bhaskar
Fr. Gunana Jacob
Fr. S. Sudhakar
Fr. Simhadri Peter
Fr. Arikathota Sridhar
Fr. Dondaparthi Jaya Raju
Fr. B. Sunil
Fr. Vadlapati Mariadas
Fr. Yandava Joseph Naresh
Fr. J. Ananda Rao

Kathipudi
Uttaravalli
Ministry in USA
Saligramapuram
Kothakota
VDSSS
Venkogipalem
Spirituality Course/ Studies
Spirituality Course/Studies
Spirituality Course/Studies
Makkuva
Velangi
Rest at Jubilee Home

Assistant Parish Priests
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Fr. Pallati Ajay
Fr. Yandava Mathias
Fr. Killada Paul
Fr. Yandava Alphonse
Fr. Palisetti Anand Rao
Fr. Madugula David Raju
Fr. S.B. Velanakni Naidu
Fr. P. Benjamin
Fr. S. Vimal Raju
Fr. V. Balaraju
Fr. K. Prabhakar
Fr. G. Yohan
Fr. K. Velangani Raju
Fr. T. Yesu
Fr. Y. Prem Kumar

St. Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram
St. Anthony’s, Maharanipeta
Studies
St. Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram
St. Ann’s Minor Seminary, Bhemili
Draksharama
Yanam
Pedaboddepalli
Salur- II
Seethammadhara
R.V. Nagar
Bobbili
Salur -1
St. Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram
Yellamanchali

N.B. Assistants will take charge on or before 26th of May 2022,
Parish Priests will take charge on or before 11th of June 2022
Date: 9th May 2022
+Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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Dear Father,
Greetings of peace in the Lord,
We hereby bring to your kind notice that the proposed programme
of “Ongoing Formation for the Young Clergy” to be conducted
in the month of June, 2022. We are glad to inform you that this
will be ‘a three day programme’ and will be on 14th, 15th and 16th
of June will be conducted in St, Ann’s Minor Seminary premises.
The programme is for all the young priests who completed 15 years
priestly life and ministry, that is, priests ordained between 2006
and 2021. It is mandatory and therefore all the priests in these
batches should attend without fail. If anyone for unavoidable
reasons cannot attend the programme should get prior consent
and permission from the Archbishop.
The whole programme will be planned and implemented by Fr.
Maria Ratnam and will be assisted by Fr. ParamJyothi and Fr.
Arji Prakash. The details of the programme will be communicated
to all the priests who are expected to come by Fr. Maria Ratnam.
We expect your valuable presence for this programme. It is a time
of sharing and growing in our priesthood with the help of one
another! Please do come and make this a fruitful event!
With prayerful wishes,
Yours fraternally,

+ Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS AND
PRAYERFUL WISHES TO DESIGNATED
Cardinal His Grace

Most Rev. Dr. Poola Anthony
Archbishop of Hyderabad
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APPOINTED AS THE NEW METROPOLITAN ARCHBISHOP OF
HYDERABAD on 19th November, 2020

Hearty Cong
ratulations to
CSSR Silve
r Jubilerian
s

Rev. Frs. Sleeevaiah, Edward, Chinnappa
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Hearty Congratulations to
Newly Ordained Priests
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
St Peter’s Square
Wednesday, 20 April 2022

Catechesis on Old Age: 6. “Honour your father and your
mother”: love for the gift of life
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
Today, with the help of the Word of God that we have heard, we
open a passage through the fragility of old age, marked in a
special way by the experiences of confusion and despondency,
of loss and abandonment, of disillusionment and doubt. Of
course, the experiences of our frailty in the face of life’s dramatic
— sometimes tragic — situations, can occur at any stage of life.
However, in old age they can produce less of an impression
and induce in others a kind of habituation, even annoyance.
How many times have we heard or thought: ‘Old people are a
nuisance” — ‘But, these old people are always a nuisance’; we’ve
said it, we’ve thought it… The more serious wounds of childhood
and youth rightly provoke a sense of injustice and rebellion, a
strength to react and fight. On the other hand, the wounds, even
serious ones, of old age are inevitably accompanied by the
feeling that, in any case, life is not contradicting itself, because
it has already been lived. And so the elderly are somewhat
removed from our experience: we want to keep them at a
distance.
In the common human experience, love — as is said —
descends: it does not return to the life behind with the same
force with which it pours out on the life that is still before us. The
gratuitousness of love also appears in this: parents have always
known this, the old soon learn it. Nevertheless, revelation opens
a way for reciprocating love in a different way: that of honouring
those who have gone before us, the way of honouring the people
who came before us begins here: honouring the elderly.
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This special love that paves the way in the form of honour — that
is, tenderness and respect at the same time — intended for the
elderly is sealed by God’s commandment. “Honour thy father and
mother” is a solemn commitment, the first of the “second tablet”
of the Ten Commandments. It is not just about one’s own father
and mother. It is about their generation and the generations
before, whose leave-taking can also be slow and prolonged,
creating a time and space of long-lasting coexistence with the
other ages of life. In other words, it is about the old age of life.
Honour is a good word to frame this aspect of returning love that
concerns old age. That is, we have received the love of parents,
of grandparents, and now we return this love to them, to the elderly,
to our grandparents. Today we have rediscovered the term
‘dignity’, to indicate the value of respecting and caring for the life
of everyone. Dignity, here, is essentially equivalent to honour:
honouring father and mother, honouring the elderly is recognizing
the dignity they possess.
Let us think carefully about this beautiful expression of love which
is honour. Even care for the sick, the support of those who are
not self-sufficient, the guarantee of sustenance, can be lacking
honour. Honour is lacking when an excess of confidence, instead
of being expressed as delicacy and affection, tenderness and
respect, is transformed into roughness and abuse. This occurs
when weakness is reproached, and even punished, as if it were
a fault, and when bewilderment and confusion become an opening
for derision and aggression. It can happen even in the home, in
nursing homes, as well as in offices or in the open spaces of the
city. Encouraging in young people, even indirectly, an attitude of
condescension — and even contempt — for the elderly, for their
weaknesses and their precariousness, produces horrible things.
It opens the way to unimaginable excesses. The young people
who set fire to a “bum”’s blanket — we’ve seen this — because
they see him as a human reject, are the tip of the iceberg, that is,
of the contempt for a life that, far from the attractions and impulses
of youth, already seems to be a life to be cast aside. Often we
think that the old are the refuse, or we put them in the trash; to
despise the elderly and cast them from life, to put them aside.
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This contempt, which dishonours the elderly, actually dishonours
all of us. If I dishonour the elderly, I dishonour myself. The passage
from the Book of Sirach, which we heard at the beginning, is
rightly harsh on this dishonour, which cries out for vengeance in
the sight of God. There is a passage in the story of Noah that is
very expressive in this regard. The elderly Noah, the hero of the
flood and still a hard worker, lies unconscious after having had a
few too many drinks. He’s already old, but he’s had too much to
drink. His sons, in order not to wake him up and embarrass him,
gently cover him, looking aside, with great respect. This text is
very beautiful and says everything about the honour due to an
old man. To cover the weakness of the elderly, so they don’t feel
ashamed. This is a text that helps us a lot.
In spite of all the material provisions that richer and more organised
societies make available for old age — of which we can certainly
be proud — the struggle for the restoration of that special form of
love which is honour still seems fragile and immature. We must
do all we can to support and encourage it, offering better social
and cultural support to those who are sensitive to this decisive
form of the ‘civilization of love’.
And on this point, allow me to offer some advice to parents: please,
bring your kids, children, young children, closer to the elderly,
always bring them closer. And when the elderly person is ill, a bit
out of their mind, always bring them closer: let them know that
this is our flesh, that this is what has made it possible for us to be
here. Please don’t push the elderly away. And if there is no other
option than to send them to a nursing home, please visit them
and bring the children to see them: they are the honour of our
civilization, the old people who opened the doors. And many times,
the children forget this.
I’ll tell you something personal: I used to love visiting nursing
homes in Buenos Aires. I went often, I visited each one... And I
remember once I asked a lady: ‘And how many children do you
have?’ — ‘I have four, all married, with grandchildren...’, and she
started talking to me about the family. ‘And do they come [to visit]?’
— ‘Yes, [she said,] ‘they always come!’ When I left the room, the
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nurse, who had heard, said to me: ‘Father, she told a lie to cover
up for her children. Nobody has come for six months!’ This is
discarding the old, it is thinking that the old are refuse. Please: it
is a grave sin. This is the first great commandment, and the only
one that says the reward: ‘Honour your father and your mother,
and you will have long life on earth.’ This commandment to honour
the elderly gives us a blessing, which is expressed in this way:
‘You will have long life.’ Please cherish the elderly. And [even] if
their mind goes, cherish the old. Because they are the presence
of history, the presence of my family, and thanks to them I am
here, we can all say: thanks to you, grandfather and grandmother,
I am alive. Please don’t leave them alone. And this, looking after
the elderly, is not a question of cosmetics and plastic surgery,
no. Rather, it is a question of honour, which must transform how
we educate the young about life and its stages. Love for the
human person that is common to us, including honouring a life
lived, is not a matter for the old. Rather it is an ambition that will
bring radiance to the youth who inherit its best qualities. May the
wisdom of God’s Spirit grant us to open the horizon of this true
cultural revolution with the necessary energy. Thank you.
Wednesday, 27 April 2022
Catechesis on Old Age - 7.
Naomi, the alliance between the generations that opens
up the future
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome!
Today we will continue to reflect on the elderly, on grandparents,
on old age – the word seems ugly but no, the elderly are great,
they are beautiful! And today we will let ourselves be inspired by
the splendid book of Ruth, a jewel of the Bible. The parable of
Ruth sheds light on the beauty of family bonds: generated by
the relationship of a couple, but which go beyond it. Bonds of
love capable of being equally strong, in which the perfection of
that polyhedron of fundamental affections that make up the family
grammar of love shines. This grammar brings vital lymph and
generative wisdom to the set of relationships that build up the
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community. With regard to the Canticle of Canticles, the Book of
Ruth is like the other panel in the diptych of nuptial love. Just as
important, just as essential, it indeed celebrates the power and
the poetry that must inhabit the bonds of generation, kinship,
devotion and fidelity that involve the entire family constellation.
And which even become capable, in the dramatic conjunctures in
the life of a couple, of bringing an unimaginable power of love,
able to relaunch hope and the future.
We know that clichés about the bonds of kinship created by
marriage, especially that of the mother-in-law, the relationship
between mother- and daughter-in-law, speak against this
perspective. But, precisely for this reason, the word of God
becomes precious. The inspiration of faith can open up a horizon
of witness that counters the most common prejudices, a horizon
that is precious for the entire human community. I invite you to
rediscover the book of Ruth! Especially in the meditation on love
and in catechesis on the family.
This short book also contains valuable teaching on the alliance of
the generations: where youth reveals itself to be capable of
restoring enthusiasm to mature age – thisis essential: when youth
restores enthusiasm to the elderly – and where old age discovers
it is capable of reopening the future to wounded youth. At the
beginning, the elderly Naomi, although moved by the affection of
her daughters-in-law, widowed by her two sons, is pessimistic
with regard to their destiny within a population that is not their
own. She therefore affectionately encourages the young women
to return to their families to rebuild their lives – these widows
were young. She says, “I can do nothing for you”. This already
appears to be an act of love: the elderly woman, without a husband
and without her sons, insists that her daughters-in-law abandon
her. However, it is also a sort of resignation: there is no possible
future for the foreign widows, without the protection of a husband.
Ruth knows this, and resists this generous offer – she does not
want to go home. The bond established between mother- and
daughter-in-law was blessed by God: Naomi cannot ask to be
abandoned. At first, Naomi appears more resigned than happy
about this offer: perhaps she thinks that this strange bond will
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aggravate the risk for both of them. In some cases, the tendency
of the elderly towards pessimism needs to be countered by the
affectionate pressure of the young.
Indeed, Naomi, moved by Ruth’s devotion, will emerge from her
pessimism and even take the initiative, opening up a new future
for Ruth. She instructs and encourages Ruth, her son’s widow, to
win a new husband in Israel. Boaz, the candidate, shows his
nobility, defending Ruth from the men in his employ. Unfortunately,
this is a risk that still exists today.
Ruth’s new marriage is celebrated and the worlds are again
pacified. The women of Israel tell Naomi that Ruth, the foreigner,
is worth “more than seven sons” and that the marriage will be a
“blessing of the Lord”. Naomi, who was full of bitterness and even
said that her name was bitterness, in her old age, will know the
joy of having a part in the generation of a new birth. Look how
many “miracles” accompany the conversion of this elderly woman!
She converts to the commitment of making herself available, with
love, for the future of a generation wounded by loss and at risk of
abandonment. The points of reconstruction are those that, on the
basis of the probability drawn by commonplace prejudices, ought
to generate insuperable fractures. Instead, faith and love enable
them to be overcome: the mother-in-law overcomes her jealousy
for her own son, loving Ruth’s new bond; the women of Israel
overcome their distrust of the foreigner (and if women will do it,
everyone will); the vulnerability of the lone girl, faced with male
power, is reconciled with a bond full of love and respect.
And all this because the young Ruth is obstinate in her fidelity to
a bond exposed to ethnic and religious prejudice. And I return to
what I said at the beginning – today the mother-in-law is a mythical
figure: I won’t say that we think of. the mother-in-law as the devil
but she is always thought of as an unpleasant figure. But the
mother-in-law is the mother of your husband, she is the mother of
your wife. Let us think today about this rather widespread feeling
that the farther away the mother-in-law is, the better. No! She is a
mother, she is elderly. One of the most beautiful things about
grandmothers is seeing the grandchildren – when their children
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have children of their own, they come alive again. Look closely at
the relationship you have with your mothers-in-law: at times they
are a bit special, but they have been the mother to your spouse,
they have given you everything. We should at least make them
happy, so that they go forth into their old age with joy. And if they
have some fault, we should help them to correct it. And to you,
mothers-in-law, I say: be careful with your tongue, because its
misuse is one of the worst sins of mothers-in-law. Be careful.
And Ruth, in this book, accepts her mother-in-law and makes her
come alive again, and the elderly Naomi takes the initiative of
reopening the future for Ruth, instead of limiting herself to enjoying
her support. If the young open themselves to gratitude for what
they have received, and the elderly take the initiative of relaunching
their future, nothing can stop the flourishing of God’s blessings
among peoples! Do not forget, may young people speak with
their grandparents, may the young speak with the old, may the
old speak with the young. This bridge must be rebuilt in a strong
way – there is a current of salvation, of happiness there. May the
Lord help us, doing this, to grow in harmony with families, that
constructive harmony that goes from the oldest to the youngest,
that beautiful bridge that we must protect and safeguard.
Wednesday, 4 May 2022
Catechesis on Old Age: 8. Eleazar, consistency of the
faith, honourable inheritance
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
On the path of these catecheses on old age, today we meet a
biblical figure — an old man — named Eleazar, who lived at the
time of the persecution of Antiochus Epiphanes. He is a wonderful
character. His character gives us a testimony of the special
relationship that exists between the fidelity of old age and the
honour of faith . He is a proud one! I would like to speak precisely
about the honour of faith, not only about faith’s consistency,
proclamation, and resistance. The honour of faith periodically
comes under pressure, even violent pressure, from the culture of
the rulers, who seek to debase it by treating it as an archaeological
find, or an old superstition, an anachronistic fetish, and so on.
37

The biblical story — we have heard a short passage of it, but it is
good to read it all — tells of the episode of the Jews being forced
by a king’s decree to eat meat sacrificed to idols. When it is the
turn of Eleazar, an elderly man in his 90s who was highly respected
by everyone — a person of authority — the king’s officials advise
him to fake it, that is, to pretend to eat the meat without actually
doing so. Religious hypocrisy. There is so much religious
hypocrisy, clerical hypocrisy. These people tell him, “Be a bit of a
hypocrite, no one will notice”. In this way, Eleazar would be saved,
and — they said — in the name of friendship, he would accept
their gesture of compassion and affection. After all, they insisted,
it was a small gesture, pretending to eat but not eating, an
insignificant gesture.
It is a small thing, but Eleazar’s calm and firm response is based
on an argument that strikes us. The central point is this:
dishonouring the faith in old age, in order to gain a handful of
days, cannot be compared with the legacy it must leave to the
young, for entire generations to come. But well-done Eleazar! An
old man who has lived in the coherence of his faith for a whole
lifetime, and who now adapts himself to feigning repudiation of it,
condemns the new generation to thinking that the whole faith has
been a sham, an outer covering that can be abandoned, thinking
that it can be preserved interiorly. And it is not so, says Eleazar.
Such behaviour does not honour faith, not even before God. And
the effect of this external trivialization will be devastating for the
inner life of young people. The consistency of this man who
considers the young, considers his future legacy, thinks of his
people.
It is precisely old age — and this is beautiful for old people —
that appears here as the decisive place, the irreplaceable place
for this testimony. An elderly person who, because of his
vulnerability, accepts that the practice of the faith is irrelevant,
would make young people believe that faith has no real relationship
with life. From the outset, it would appear to them as a set of
behaviours which, if necessary, can be faked or concealed,
because none of them is particularly important for life.
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The ancient heterodox “gnosis,” which was a very powerful and
very seductive trap for early Christianity, theorised precisely about
this, this is an old thing: that faith is a spirituality, not a practice;
a strength of the mind, not a form of life. Faithfulness and the
honour of faith, according to this heresy, have nothing to do with
the behaviours of life, the institutions of the community, the
symbols of the body. The seduction of this perspective is strong,
because it interprets, in its own way, an indisputable truth: that
faith can never be reduced to a set of dietary rules or social
practices. Faith is something else. The trouble is that Gnostic
radicalisation of this truth nullifies the realism of the Christian
faith, because the Christian faith is realistic. Christian faith is not
just saying the Creed: it is thinking the Creed, it is understanding
the Creed, it is doing the Creed. Working with our hands. Instead,
this gnostic proposal is to pretend. The important thing is that
you have spirituality, and then you can do whatever you please.
And this is not Christian. It is the first heresy of the gnostics,
which is very fashionable at the moment, in so many centres of
spirituality and so on. It makes void the witness of this people,
which shows the concrete signs of God in the life of the community
and resists the perversions of the mind through the gestures of
the body.
The gnostic temptation, which is one of the — let us use the
word — heresies, one of the religious deviations of this time; the
gnostic temptation remains ever present. In many trends in our
society and culture, the practice of faith suffers from a negative
portrayal, sometimes in the form of cultural irony, sometimes with
covert marginalization. The practice of faith for these gnostics,
who were already around at the time of Jesus, is regarded as a
useless and even harmful externality, as an antiquated residue,
as a disguised superstition. In short, something for old people.
The pressure that this indiscriminate criticism exerts on the
younger generations is strong. Of course, we know that the
practice of faith can become a soulless external practice — this
is the other danger, the opposite — but in itself it is not at all so.
Perhaps this very important mission is precisely up to us, older
people: to give faith back its honour , to make it coherent, which
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is the witness of Eleazar: consistency to the very end. The practice
of faith is not the symbol of our weakness, no, but rather the sign
of its strength. We are no longer youngsters. We were not kidding
around when we set out on the Lord’s path!
Faith deserves respect and honour to the very end: it has changed
our lives, it has purified our minds, it has taught us the worship of
God and love of our neighbour. It is a blessing for all! But the
faith as a whole, not just a part of it. We will not barter our faith for
a handful of quiet days, but will do as Eleazar, consistent to the
very end, to martyrdom. We will show, in all humility and firmness,
precisely in our old age, that believing is not something “for the
old”, but a matter of life. Believing in the Holy Spirit, who makes
all things new, and he will gladly help us.
Dear elderly brothers and sisters — not to say old, we are in the
same group — please look to young people: they are watching
us. They are watching us. Do not forget that. I am reminded of
that wonderful post-war film: The Children Are Watching Us . We
can say the same thing about young people: young people are
watching us and our consistency can open up a beautiful path of
life for them. Potential hypocrisy, on the other hand, will do great
harm. Let us pray for one another. May God bless all of us old
people.
Wednesday, 11 May 2022
Catechesis on Old Age: 9. Judith. Admirable in youth, a
generous in old age
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
Today we will talk about Judith, a biblical heroine. The conclusion
of the book that bears her name — we have listened to a passage
from it — summarizes the final part of the life of this woman, who
defended Israel from its enemies. Judith is a young and virtuous
Jewish widow who, thanks to her faith, beauty and cunning, saved
the city of Bethulia and the people of Judah from the siege of
Holofernes, general of Nebuchadnezzar king of Assyria, an
overbearing and contemptuous enemy of God. And so, with her
astute way of acting, she was able to slit the throat of the dictator
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who came against the country. She was brave, this woman. She
had faith.
After the great adventure in which she was the protagonist, Judith
returned to live in her town, Bethulia, where she lived her old age
beautifully, until she was 105. The time of old age had come for
her, as it does for many people: sometimes after an intense life of
work, sometimes after an adventurous existence, or one of great
dedication. Heroism does not consist only of the great events that
fall under the spotlight, such as that of Judith, who killed the
dictator. Heroism is often found in the tenacity of love poured out
in a difficult family and on behalf of a threatened community.
Judith lived for more than 100 years, a special blessing. But it is
not uncommon today to live many years after the season of
retirement. How should we interpret this? How should we make
the most of this time we have? I will retire today, and will have
many years ahead of me, and what can I do, in these years? How
can I grow — in age, that goes without saying; but how can I grow
in authority, in holiness, in wisdom?
For many people, the prospect of retirement coincides with that
of a deserved and long-awaited rest from demanding and
wearisome activities. But it also happens that the end of work can
be a source for worry, and is accompanied with some trepidation.
“What will I do, now that my life will be emptied of what filled it for
so long”? This is the question. Daily work also means a set of
relationships, the satisfaction of earning a living, the experience
of having a role, well-deserved recognition, a time that is full that
goes beyond working hours alone.
Certainly, there is the joyful and tiring task of looking after
grandchildren, and grandparents today have a very important role
in the family in helping to raise grandchildren; but we know that
ever fewer children are born nowadays, and parents are often
farther away, more subject to moving around, with unfavourable
work and housing conditions. At times they are also more reluctant
to leave room to grandparents for education, granting only what
is strictly linked to the need for assistance. But someone said to
me, with an ironic smile, “Nowadays, in this socio-economic
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situation, grandparents have become more important because
they have a pension”. There are new demands, also within the
area of educational and family relations, that require us to reshape
the traditional alliance between the generations.
But, let us ask ourselves: are we making this effort to “reshape”?
Or do we simply suffer the inertia of material and economic
conditions? The co-presence of generations is, in fact, lengthening.
Are we all trying together to make these conditions more human,
more loving, more just, in the new conditions of modern societies?
For grandparents, an important part of their vocation is to support
their sons and daughters in the upbringing of their children. The
little ones learn the power of tenderness and respect for frailty:
irreplaceable lessons that, are easier to impart and receive with
grandparents. For their part, grandparents learn that tenderness
and frailty are not solely signs of decline: for young people, they
are conditions that humanize the future.
Judith was soon widowed and had no children, but, as an old
woman, she was able to live a season of fullness and serenity, in
the knowledge that she had lived to the fullest the mission the
Lord had entrusted to her. It was time for her to leave the good
legacy of wisdom, tenderness, and gifts for her family and her
community: a legacy of goodness and not only of goods. When
we think of a legacy, at times we think of goods , and not of the
goodness that is done in old age, and that has been sown, that
goodness that is the best legacy we can leave.
It was precisely in her old age that Judith “granted freedom to her
favourite handmaid”. This is a sign of an attentive and humane
approach to those who had been close to her. This maid had
accompanied her at the moment of that adventure, to win over
the dictator and to cut his throat. When we are old, we lose some
of our sight, but our inner gaze becomes more penetrating — one
sees with the heart. We become capable of seeing things that
had previously escaped us. The elderly know how to look, and
they know how to see… It is true: the Lord does not entrust his
talents only to the young and the strong. He has talents for
everyone, made to fit each person, the elderly too. The life of our
communities must know how to benefit from the talents and
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charisms of so many elderly people who are already retired, but
who are a wealth to be treasured. On the part of the elderly
themselves, this requires a creative attention, a new attention, a
generous availability. The previous skills of active life lose their
constraint and become resources to be given away: teaching,
advising, building, caring, listening ... preferably in favour of the
most disadvantaged who cannot afford any learning or who are
abandoned in their loneliness.
Judith freed her maid and showered everyone with attention. As a
young woman, she had won the esteem of the community with
her courage. As an old woman, she garnered esteem because of
the tenderness with which she enriched their freedom and
affections. Judith is not a pensioner who lives her emptiness in
melancholy. She is a passionate elderly woman who fills the time
God gives her with gifts. Remember: one of these days, take the
Bible and look at the Book of Judith: it is very short, it is easy to
read. It is ten pages long, no more. Read this story of a courageous
woman who ends up this way, with tenderness, generosity, a worthy
woman. And this is how I would like all our grandmothers to be. All
like this: courageous, wise, and who bequeath to us not money,
but the legacy of wisdom, sown in their grandchildren.
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The Days To Remember
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Fr. Mathias Yandava
Fr. Joy Thomas Mamalasery
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Fr. Showri Babu Sanaboyina
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Fr. Raja Kumar Chitikila
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Fr. Peter Sebastian Palakunnel
Fr. Peter Senapathi
Fr. Chinnappa Kothapalli
Fr. Simhadri Peter
Fr. Morsa Rayappa
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Birthday
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Ordination Day
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Ordination Day

10

Birthday
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Feast Day
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Birthday
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Ordination Day
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Birthday
Birthday
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Ordination Day
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Birthday

29

Feast Day

Hearty Congratulations &
Many Happy Returns of the Day

To you, Dear Fathers
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NECHROLOGY
“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.
02-06-1906 Fr. Maurice HertierDomenge msfs, 79 years, died at Vizag
03 -06-1925 Fr. Joseph Ray msfs, 37 years, died at Visakhapatam
04-06-2012 Fr. Jacob Pathupallil msfs, 85 years, died at Vizag
05-06-1954 Fr. Joseph Degeneve msfs, 78 years, died at Visakhapatnam
06-06-1903 Mgr. Jean Marie Crochet msfs, 59 years died at Jabalpur
(He was in Visakhapatnamtill 1886)
09-06-1889 Fr. Francis Neyroud msfs, 36 years, died at Visakhapatnam
14-06-1931 Fr. Alphonse Voisin msfs, 68 years, died at Visakhapatnam
14-06-1949 Fr. Joseph Quibler msfs, 63 years, died at Bheemunipatnam
14-06-2014 Fr. Paul Iyramana msfs, 89 years, died at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Vizag
17-06-1887 Fr. Jean Marie Dupont msfs, 70 years, died at Surada, Orissa
17-06-1894 Fr. Louis Duperrier msfs, 26 years, died at Visakhapatnam
18-06-1926 Mgr. Jean Marie Clerc msfs, 80 years
(Bishop of Vizag from 1891) died at Visakhapatnam
21 -06-1861 Bro. Sulpice Fontanel msfs, 41 years, died at Samalkota
23-06-1879 Fr. Jean Francois Balmand msfs, 53 years, died at Kamptee
25-06-1911 Fr. Pierre Payraud msfs, 66 years, died at Salur
26-06-1901 Bro. Charles Gaillard msfs, 77 years, died at Kamptee
27 -06-1874 Bro. Dominique Assier msfs, 47 years, died at Visakhapatnam
27-06-2000 Bro. Gopu Showry Reddy msfs, 82 years, died at Nidadadavolu.
*******
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