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The Pastor Speaks …..
A "New Community,"
the "followers of the way!"
At Easter celebrations we the members of the
Church, the People of God are offered the joy of
renewing our Baptismal life. Those of us who truly
renewed our baptismal promises are supposed to live a new life
in Christ. A fresh beginning to live as baptized people. It is both
personal and communitarian. This newness has to be evident to
ourselves in our personal life and in the community in the new
initiatives we take to implement the teachings of our faith in our
life. We are supposed to be like our first generation Christians
whose "new life' they embraced was so evident that others outside
the Christian fold could see, recognize, and appreciate the "new
way,' the Christian way of life. This way was different and the
followers were different and distant from the rest. They attracted
and influenced others that seeing them many began to embrace
this new way. This new way also challenged and threatened the
"old (or other) way' to such an extent that they started persecuting
the followers of this new way! Jesus Christ is the source and
foundation of this "new way" We in the Christian community today
are supposed to be followers of this "Way of Christ" in our today's
world! Post Easter days remind us of the first generation Christians
and Christian Communities inviting us to see if we are striving to
be followers of this "Way of Jesus Christ."
1. A New Community emerged with members 'born anew"
in "Water and Spirit: In the days after Easter the liturgy of the
Word of God draws our attention to the Risen Lord who visits
his disciples, the Eleven, and others who believed and followed
Him before His passion and death on the Cross.With His
resurrection something new and extraordinary has begun in a
tangible way! The selected readings from the Acts of the
Apostles tell us about the life of this new community of believers
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in Jesus of Nazareth proclaimed as the Messiah, Savior and
Lord. This new Community had some unique features that
distinguished them from the Jewish Community to which they
belonged: faith in Jesus of Nazareth as the Lord and Savior,
one who was crucified and died, but now is risen from the
dead and is alive. This faith leads them to repentance and
change of heart, and to receive baptism. With that there is the
commencement of a new way of living. Two things in particular,
distinguished this new community from the rest: one, their way
of life, "sharing" and living in "communion" with one another;
two, their coming together for the "the breaking of bread" and
"sharing in the Cup" in memory of the death and resurrection
of their Lord and Savior, who "gave up His body in sacrifice"
and who "poured out His blood for the remission of sins." The
new community lived under the guidance of the Apostles with
Saint Peter as the leader. They were the primary witnesses of
Jesus Christ who lived among the people of the time and died
on the Cross, was buried but raised: He is alive after His
resurrection!
2. Pentecost was the "Day of Public Witness" to Jesus whom
they believed: The "new" and the "different" WAY that is taught
and proclaimed by Jesus Christ in His words and actions was
set before these disciples, especially the "TWELVE," and they
"left everything" and followed this Master, Jesus of Nazareth.
The arrest, the condemnation, and His death on the cross,
interrupted the journey of these disciples: the Master died and
was buried . And the question before them, naturally, was "what
next?" and "how?" We should note here one fact: "They did
not altogether abandon their Master and Lord!" On the contrary,
they were huddling together though sad, confused, anxious
and afraid! We should say, they found themselves at "the
crossroads!" But, the Proclamation of the Good News of
the Kingdom inaugurated in and by Jesus Christ has to
be taken forward. They were small in number at the beginning
held together by their faith in Jesus of Nazareth, as the
"Messiah," the fulfillment of the "Promise" made to their fathers
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through the prophets. Empowered in the Holy Spirit, renewed
and strengthened in their faith by their encounters with the
Risen Christ, they launch their mission of proclaiming to the
people the truth about Jesus of Nazareth: he is truly the
Messiah, Christos and Kyrios, the one who saves His people
from their sins. This was their mission! It is not just proclaiming
the truth about Jesus of Nazareth but it was the transformation
of their life, their way of thinking and the way of living their life,
individually and collectively: ready to live and die for their faith
in Christ. Communion and fellowship in love, sharing their
goods and possessions with others, etc. were the visible signs
manifested in this new Community of believers. They were
men and women on mission!
3. The Synod 2021-2023 and the Synodal process that is
initiated by the Church under the guidance and leadership of
our Holy Father Pope Francis is actually calling on us, the
members of the Church, individually and as communities to
see if what characterized the Apostolic Community could be
re-discoved: "Communion, Participation, and Mission. We have
lost the dynamic of being Christian communities following "the
way of Christ" which is different and unique, which is
challenging and demanded change, conversion and
transformation. How do we want to be the Church today? This
question is not easy to answer but we have to face this
question. Only then there is some chance for reaping the
expected fruits of the Synod 2021 - 2023 and synodal process,
and become a "Synodal Church." We appreciate how the "Early
Christians and Christian Communities" strived to follow the
"Way of Christ,' the Christian way, and how they were prepared
to sacrifice and suffer for the what they found in "the new way'
with new attitudes and a new way of relating to God and to
one another,
4. Dear priests, men and women religious, and the lay
faithful, it is time to come with concrete initiatives as a
response to the call of the Synod 2021 - 2023 in order to be
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a Christian community where "Communion, Participation,
and Mission" are evidently present. The real challenge is
the change and conversion for becoming the Synodal Church.
This change and conversion has to be at every level! Given the
kind of long history behind us and the inherited attitudes towards
the Church and our life in the Church, it might truly look that
this change and conversion are very difficult. But, in the Risen
Christ we all should believe and say, "well, it is difficult and
challenging but it is possible" and therefore, we must take
initiatives in concrete ways to be a Church in which there is
the dynamic of "Communion, Participation, and Mission."
Where do we start? With oneself and with the local community
to which we belong to. It is not doing what we want but what
we need to do as a Christian community.
5 This is what Vademecum for the Synod on Synodality
says: In this sense, it is clear that the purpose of this Synod is
not produce more documents Rather, it is intended to inspire
people to dream about the church we are called to be, to make
people's hopes flourish, to stimulate trust, to bind up wounds,
to weave new and deeper relationship, to learn from one
another, to build bridges, to enlighten minds, warm hearts,
and restore strength to our hands for our common mission
(PD,32). Thus the objective of this Synodal Process is not
only a series of exercises that start and stop, but rather a
journey of growing authentically towards the communion and
mission that God calls the Church to live out in the third
millennium.This journey together will call on us to renew our
mentalities and our ecclesial structures in order to live out
God's call for the Church amid the present signs of the times.
Listening to the entire People of God will help the Church to
make pastoral decisions that correspond as closely as possible
to God's will(ITC, Syn., 68) The ultimate perspective to orient
this synodal path of the Church is to serve the dialogue of
God with humanity (DV,2) and to journey together for the
kingdom of God (cf. LG, 9; RM,20). In the end, this Synodal
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Process seeks to move towards a Church that is more fruitfully
at the service of the coming of the kingdom of heaven."

Conclusion:
"Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart
and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any
possessions,, but everything they owned was held in common.
With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them
all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as
owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of
what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need. There was a Levite, a native
of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the apostles gave the name
Barnabas (which means "son of encouragement") He sold a field
that belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at the
apostles' feet." (Acts 4:32-37)

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET US PRAY
The Holy Father’s prayer intention:
For faith – filled young people we pray for all young people, called
to live life to the fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the way to
listen, the depth of discernment, the courage that faith generates,
and the dedication to service.
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COMMUNICATIONS
1. Recollection for the Month of May will be at the deanery
level and therefore, the respective deans to make the
necessary arrangements regarding the date and place for
the recollection. As it was announced by the archbishop on
Chrism Mass day, at the deanery there should be "Synodal
gathering" to reflect about two or three initiatives as response
to the Synod 2021 - 2023 and Synodal Church with focus on
the theme, "Communion, Participation, and Mission.
2. The Ordination of our four Deacon Brothers, K. Velangani
Raj, G. Yohan, T. Yesu and Y. Premkumar on 8th June, 2022
during Eucharistic Celebration at 10.00 a.m., at St. Peter's
Cathedral, Gnanapuram. Vesting will commence at 9.45 a.m.
So that before it gets too hot we can conclude the Ordination
Mass.
3. Rakshanagiri Feast: as the Novena days are going on, I
would like appeal to all the parish priests, especially those in
the Visakhapatnam Urban deanery, to encourage the faithful
to attend and participate in the celebrations. The evening Mass
in the parishes on 8th May, 2022 could be cancelled and inform
of the same to the faithful in advance.
4. I hope there is regular account keeping of the income
and expenditure in the parish. It is true that not all the
parishes are not being audited but that is no reason for not
keeping the records of the income and expenditure. All the
Parish priests are hereby asked to keep the account books for
last three years. Mass intention account also should be kept
as we are responsible to the faithful and to the understanding
of the Church! Rents, Income for the Agricultural Lands, etc.
should be sent to office of the Procurator.
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5. Our faithful look forward to Marian devotions in the month
of May and this is a wonderful opportunity for the pastoral
clergy to accompany the people to further their devotion
towards Our Blessed Mother. This opportunity should also to
catechize the faithful with a proper understanding of Marian
devotions and Mariology. We encourage all the priests in the
parishes to get involved and be available. This is an opportune
time to promote the daily praying of Rosary in the families
which is becoming a neglected practice.
6. We are happy to inform you that the council has decided to
erect two more new parishes, Kathipudi and Kapileswarapuram for the benefit of spiritual needs of the faithful. Please
do pray for the devolopement of the these two new parishes.
The details of the formal erection of the parishes will be
published later.

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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ENGAGEMENTS
MAY - 2022
01st
02nd

03rd
05th
07th
08th
10th
11th
12th
13th
15th
26th
31st

Confirmations at ChinnaWaltair Parish, Mass at 7.30 a.m
Feast of St. Joseph, the Worker, Malkapuram Parish, Mass at 6.00 p.m
CCBI Executive Committee Online Meeting, from 9.00a.m to 1.30 p.m.
Silver Jubilee of Frs. Sleeva, Chinna, Edward, Manapuram Parish,
Mass at 6.00 p.m
CCBI Executive Committee Online Meeting, from 9.00a.m to 1.30 p.m
Kanikara Matha Feast, Madugula Parish, Mass at 6.00 p.m
Blessing of Community Hall, Venkojipalem Parish at 7.00 p.m
Adoration Monastery, Nalgonda, Mass at 7.00 a.m
Rakshanagiri Feast, Gnanapuram Parish, Mass at 5.30 p.m
New Chapel Blessing, Jodimamidi, Y.S. Valasa Parish, Mass at 10.00 a.m.
Feast Day, Makkuva Parish, Mass at 10.00 a.m.
Feast Day, Tallarevu Parish, Mass at 6.00 p.m.
Sabbavaram Parish, Feast Day, Mass at 6.00 p.m.
Blessing of New Chapel, Narlavalasa, Salur-2, Marynagar, Mass at 9.30 a.m.
Silver Jubilee of Rev. Fr. K. Rajashekar, Peddaboddepalli Parish,
Mass at 10.00 a.m
Feast Day, Godavari Parish, Mass at 5.30 p.m

N.B.: of Archbishop's House will be closed from
16th May - 31st May, 2022
JUNE - 2022
01st
04th
05th
08th
11th

Visit to Jyotirmai Office
Feast Day, Seethanagaram Parish, Mass at 9.00 a.m.
Confirmation at St. Peter's Cathedral, Gnanapuram, 6.30 a.m
Ordinations, St. Peter's Cathedral Mass at 10.00 a.m
Blessing of New Chapel, Makkuva Parish, Mass at 10.00 a.m

12th

Confirmations, PeddaBoddepalli Parish, Mass at 8.30 a.m
† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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HOLY CHRISM MASS
HOMILY OF HIS
HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
Vatican Basilica
Holy Thursday, 14 April 2022.
––––––––––––––––––
In the reading from the Prophet Isaiah that we have heard, the
Lord makes a promise full of hope, one that concerns us at first
hand: “You shall be called priests of the Lord; they shall speak of
you as the ministers of our God… I will faithfully give them their
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them”
(61:6.8). Being priests, dear brothers, is a grace, a very great
grace, yet it is not primarily a grace for us, but for our people. The
fact that the Lord chooses, from among his flock, some who
devote themselves exclusively to the care of his flock as fathers
and shepherds is a great gift for our people. The Lord himself
pays the priest’s salary: “I will faithfully give them their recompense”
( Is 61:8). And, as we all know, he is a good paymaster, even if
he has his own particular way of doing things, like paying the
last ones before first ones: this is his way.
The reading from the Book of Revelation tells us what the Lord’s
recompense is. It is his love and the unconditional forgiveness
of our sins at the price of his blood shed on the Cross: “He loves
us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a
kingdom, priests to his God and Father” (1:5-6). There is no
recompense greater than friendship with Jesus, do not forget
this. There is no peace greater than his forgiveness, and we all
know that. There is no greater price than his precious Blood,and
we must not allow it to be devalued by unworthy conduct.
If we think about it, dear brother priests, the Lord is inviting us to
be faithful to him, to be faithful to his covenant, and to let ourselves
be loved and forgiven by him. They are invitations addressed to
us, so that in this way we can serve, with a clear conscience, the
holy and faithful people of God. Our people deserve this and
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they need it. The Gospel of Luke tells us that, after Jesus read
the passage from the prophet Isaiah in the presence of his
townspeople and sat down, “the eyes of all in the synagogue were
fixed on him” (4:20). The Book of Revelation also speaks to us
today of eyes fixed on Jesus. It speaks of the irresistible attraction
of the crucified and risen Lord that leads us to acknowledge and
worship him: “Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every
eye will see him, everyone who pierced him; and all tribes of the
earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen!” (1:7). The
ultimate grace, at the return of the risen Lord, will be that of
immediate recognition. We will see him and his wounds. We will
recognize who he is, and who we are, as poor sinners.
“Fixing our eyes on Jesus” is a grace that we, as priests, need to
cultivate. At the end of the day, we do well to gaze upon the Lord,
and to let him gaze upon our hearts and the hearts of all those
whom we have encountered. Not as an accounting of our sins,
but as a loving act of contemplation, in which we review our day
with the eyes of Jesus, seeing its graces and gifts, and giving
thanks for all that he has done for us. But also to set before him
our temptations, so as to acknowledge them and reject them. As
we can see, this requires knowing what is pleasing to the Lord
and what it is that he is asking of us here and now, at this point in
our lives.
And perhaps, if we meet his gracious gaze, he will also help us to
show him our idols. The idols that, like Rachel, we have hidden
under the folds of our cloak (cf. Gen 31: 34-35). Allowing the Lord
to see those hidden idols - we all have them; all of us! - and to
strengthens us against them and takes away their power.
The Lord’s gaze makes us see that, through them we are really
glorifying ourselves [2], for there, in those spaces we mark out as
exclusively ours, the devil insinuates himself with his poison. He
not only makes us self-complacent, giving free rein to one passion
or nurturing another, but he also leads us to replace with those
idols the presence of the divine Persons, the Father, the Son and
the Spirit who dwell within us. This happens. Even though we might
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tell ourselves that we know perfectly well the difference between
God and an idol, in practice we take space away from the Trinity
in order to give it to the devil, in a kind of oblique worship. The
worship of one who quietly yet constantly listens to his talk and
consumes his products, so that in the end not even a little corner
remains for God. He is like that, he works quietly and slowly. In
another context I spoke about “educated” demons, those that
Jesus said are worse than the one who was cast out. They are
“polite”, they ring the bell, they enter and gradually take over the
house. We must be careful, these are our idols.
There is something about idols that is personal. When we fail to
unmask them, when we do not let Jesus show us that in them we
are wrongly and unnecessarily seeking ourselves, we make room
for the Evil One. We need to remember that the devil demands
that we do his will and that we serve him, but he does not always
ask us to serve him and worship him constantly; but beware, he
is a great diplomat. Receiving our worship from time to time is
enough for him to prove that he is our real master and that he can
feel like a god in our life and in our heart.
Having said that, in this Chrism Mass, I want to share with you
three spaces of hidden idolatry in which the Evil One uses our
idols to weaken us in our vocation as shepherds and, little by
little, separate us from the benevolent and loving presence of
Jesus, the Spirit and the Father.
One space of hidden idolatry opens up wherever there is spiritual
worldliness, which is “a proposal of life, a culture, a culture of the
ephemeral, of appearances, of the cosmetic”. Its criterion is
triumphalism, a triumphalism without the cross. Jesus prayed that
the Father would defend us against this culture of worldliness.
This temptation of glory without the cross runs contrary to the
very person of the Lord, it runs contrary to Jesus, who humbled
himself in the incarnation and, as a sign of contradiction, is our
sole remedy against every idol. Being poor with Christ who was
poor and “chose to be poor”: this is the mindset of Love; nothing
else. In today’s Gospel, we see how the Lord chose a simple
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synagogue in the small village where he spent most of his life, to
proclaim the same message he will proclaim at the end of time,
when he will come in his glory, surrounded by angels. Our eyes
must be fixed on Christ, on the concrete reality of his history with
me, now, even as they will be then. The worldly attitude of seeking
our own glory robs us of the presence of Jesus, humble and
humiliated, the Lord who draws near to everyone, the Christ who
suffers with all who suffer, who is worshiped by our people, who
know who his true friends are. A worldly priest is nothing more
than a clericalized pagan.
A second space of hidden idolatry opens up with the kind of
pragmatism where numbers become the most important thing.
Those who cherish this hidden idol can be recognized by their
love for statistics, numbers that can depersonalize every discussion
and appeal to the majority as the definitive criterion for discernment;
this is not good. This cannot be the sole method or criterion for
the Church of Christ. Persons cannot be “numbered”, and God
does not “measure out” his gift of the Spirit (cf. Jn 3:34). In this
fascination with and love of numbers, we are really seeking
ourselves, pleased with the control offered us by this way of
thinking, unconcerned with individual faces and far from love. One
feature of the great saints is that they know how to step back in
order to leave room completely for God. This stepping back, this
forgetting of ourselves and wanting to be forgotten by everyone
else, is the mark of the Spirit, who is in some sense “faceless”, the Spirit is ”faceless” - simply because he is completely Love,
illuminating the image of the Son and, in him, that of the Father.
The idolatry of numbers tries to replace the person of the Holy
Spirit, who loves to keep hidden - because he is ”faceless” - it
tries to make everything “apparent”, albeit in a way abstract and
reduced to numbers, without a real incarnation.
A third space of hidden idolatry, related to the second, comes
from functionalism. This can be alluring; many people “are more
enthusiastic about the roadmap than about the road”. The
functionalist mindset has short shrift for mystery; it aims at
efficiency. Little by little, this idol replaces the Father’s presence
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within us. The first idol replaces the Son’s presence, the second
one the Spirit’s, and the third one the Father’s. Our Father is the
creator, but not simply a creator who makes things “function”. He
“creates” us, as our Father, with tender love, caring for his
creatures and working to make men and women ever more free.
“Functionaries” take no delight in the graces that the Spirit pours
out on his people, from which they too can “be nourished” like the
worker who earns his wage. The priest with a functionalist mindset
has his own nourishment, which is his ego. In functionalism, we set
aside the worship of the Father in the small and great matters of
our life and take pleasure in the efficiency of our own programmes.
As David did when, tempted by Satan, he insisted on carrying out
the census (cf. 1 Chron 21:1). These are the lovers of the route
plan and the itinerary, and not of the journey itself.
In these last two spaces of hidden idolatry (the pragmatism of
numbers and functionalism), we replace hope, which is the space
of encounter with God, with empirical results. This shows an
attitude of vainglory on the part of the shepherd, an attitude that
weakens the union of his people with God and forges a new idol
based on numbers and programmes: the idol of “my power, our
power”, our programmes, of our numbers and pastoral plans.
Concealing these idols (as Rachel did), and not knowing how to
unmask them in our daily lives, detracts from our fidelity to our
priestly covenant and makes our personal relationship with the
Lord become lukewarm. But what does this Bishop want? Instead
of talking about Jesus he is talking about today’s idols. Someone
can think like that…
Dear brothers, Jesus is the only “way” to avoid being mistaken in
knowing what we feel and where our heart is leading us. He is the
only way that leads to proper discernment, as we measure
ourselves against him each day. It is as if, even now, he is seated
in our parish church and tells us that today all we have heard is
now fulfilled. Jesus Christ, as a sign of contradiction – which is
not always something harsh and painful, for mercy and, even more,
tender love, are themselves signs of contradiction – Jesus Christ,
I repeat, forces these idols to show themselves, so that we can
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see their presence, their roots and the ways they operate, and allow
the Lord to destroy them. This is the proposal: allow the Lord to
destroy those hidden idols. We should keep these things in mind
and be attentive, lest the weeds of these idols that we were able to
hide in the folds of our hearts may spring up anew.
I want to end by asking Saint Joseph, as the chaste father, free of
hidden idols, to liberate us from every form of possessiveness,
for possessiveness is the fertile soil in which these idols grow.
May he also obtain for us the grace to persevere in the arduous
task of discerning those idols that we all too often conceal or that
conceal themselves. Let us ask too, whenever we wonder if we
might do things better, that he intercede for us, so that the Spirit
may enlighten our judgement, even as he did when Joseph was
tempted to set Mary aside “quietly” ( lathra). In this way, with nobility
of heart, we may be able to subordinate to charity what we have
learned by law.
––––––––––––––––

MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
New penitentiary complex in the port city of Civitavecchia (North of Rome)
Holy Thursday, 14 April 2022
Every Holy Thursday we read this Gospel passage: it is a simple
thing. Jesus, with his friends, his disciples, is at supper, the
Passover supper. Jesus washes the feet of his disciples - he has
done a strange thing: at that time, feet were washed by slaves at
the entrance to the house. And then, Jesus - with a gesture that
also touches the heart - washes the feet of the traitor, the one
who sells him. That’s how Jesus is, and he teaches us this, simply:
you must wash each other’s feet. This is the symbol: among you,
you must serve each other; one serves the other, without interest.
How beautiful it would be if this were possible to do every day and
to all people, but there is always interest, which is like a snake
that enters.
And we are scandalised when we say: “I went to that public office,
they made me pay a fee”. This causes harm, because it is not
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good. And we, many times in life seek our own interest, as if we
charged each other a fee. It is important rather, to do everything
without interest: one serves the other, one is the other’s brother,
one makes the other grow, one encourages the other, and that is
how we must make things progress. Serving! And then, the heart
of Jesus, which says to the traitor: “Friend”, and even waits for
him, until the end: He forgives everything.
I would like this to reach the hearts of all of us today, including my
own: God forgives everything and God forgives always! We are
the ones who grow tired of asking for forgiveness. Each of us,
perhaps, has something there in our heart which we have been
carrying for some time, which goes “ron-ron” [which agitates],
some skeleton hidden in the closet. But ask Jesus for forgiveness:
He forgives everything. All he wants is our trust to ask for
forgiveness. You can do it when you are alone, when you are
with others, when you are with the priest. This is a beautiful prayer
for today: “But, Lord, forgive me. I will seek to serve others, but
You serve me with Your forgiveness”. He paid the price like this,
with forgiveness. This is the thought I would like to leave you
today. Serving, helping one another and being certain that the
Lord forgives. And how much does he forgive? Everything! And
until what point? Always! He does not tire of forgiving. We are the
ones who grow tired of asking for forgiveness.
And now, I will try to imitate Jesus’ gesture: washing feet. I do it
with care because we priests should be the first to serve others,
not to take advantage of them. Clericalism sometimes takes us
along this path. But we must serve. This is a sign, also a sign of
love for these brothers and sisters and for all of you, here; a sign
that says: “I judge no one. I try to serve everyone”. There is One
who judges, but he is a rather strange Judge, the Lord: He judges
and forgives. Let us follow this ceremony with the desire to serve
and forgive.
–––––––––––––
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HOLY MASS ON THE
LITURGICAL FEAST OF
DIVINE MERCY
–––––––––––––––––
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS
POPE FRANCIS
St. Peter’s Basilica

Second Sunday of Easter, “Sunday of Divine Mercy”, 24 April 2022
Today the risen Lord appears to the disciples. To those who had
abandoned him he offers his mercy and shows his wounds. The
words he speaks to them are punctuated with a greeting that we
hear three times in the Gospel: “Peace be with you!”
(Jn 20:19.21.26). Peace be with you! These are the words of the
risen Jesus as he encounters every human weakness and error.
Let us reflect on the three times Jesus says those words. In them,
we will discover three aspects of God’s mercy towards us. Those
words first give joy, then grant forgiveness and finally offer comfort
in every difficulty.
First, God’s mercy gives joy, a special joy, the joy of knowing that
we have been freely forgiven. When, on the evening of Easter,
the disciples see Jesus and hear him say for the first time, “Peace
be with you”, they rejoice (v. 20). They were locked behind closed
doors out of fear; but they were also closed in on themselves,
burdened by a sense of failure. They were disciples who had
abandoned their Master; at the moment of his arrest, they had
run away. Peter even denied him three times, and one of their
number - one from among them! - had betrayed him. They had
good reason to feel not only afraid, but useless; they had failed.
In the past, certainly, they had made courageous choices. They
had followed the Master with enthusiasm, commitment and
generosity. Yet in the end, everything had happened so fast. Fear
prevailed and they committed the great sin: they left Jesus alone
at his most tragic hour. Before Easter, they had thought that they
were destined for greatness; they argued about who would be
the greatest among them … Now they have hit rock bottom.
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In this climate, they hear for the first time, “Peace be with you!”
The disciples ought to have felt shame, yet they rejoice. Why?
Because seeing his face and hearing his greeting turned their
attention away from themselves and towards Jesus. As the Gospel
tells us, “the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord” (v. 20).
They were distracted from themselves and their failures and
attracted by his gaze, that brimmed not with severity but with
mercy. Christ did not reproach them for what they had done, but
showed them his usual kindness. And this revives them, fills their
hearts with the peace they had lost and makes them new persons,
purified by a forgiveness that is utterly unmerited.
That is the joy Jesus brings. It is the joy that we too feel whenever
we experience his forgiveness. We ourselves know what those
disciples were feeling on Easter, because of our own lapses, sins
and failures. At such times, we may think that nothing can be
done. Yet that is precisely when the Lord does everything. He
gives us his peace, through a good Confession, through the words
of someone who draws near to us, through an interior consolation
of the Spirit, or through some unexpected and surprising event…
In any number of ways, God shows that he wants to make us feel
the embrace of his mercy, the joy born of receiving “pardon and
peace”. The joy God gives is indeed born of forgiveness. It bestows
peace. It is a joy that raises us up without humiliating us. It is as
if the Lord does not understand what is happening. Brothers and
sisters, let us think of all those times when we received the pardon
and peace of Jesus. Each one of us has received them; each
one of us has had that experience. It is good for us to remember
those moments. Let us put the memory of God’s warm embrace
before the memory of our own mistakes and failings. In this way,
we will grow in joy. For nothing will ever be the same for anyone
who has experienced God’s joy! It is a joy that transforms us.
Peace be with you! The Lord says these words a second time
and adds, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (v. 22). He
then gives the disciples the Holy Spirit to make them agents of
reconciliation: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them” (v. 23). Not only do the disciples receive mercy; they become
dispensers of the mercy that they themselves received. They receive
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this power not on account of their merits or studies, but as a pure
gift of grace, based however on their experience of having been
themselves forgiven. I am now speaking to you, missionaries of
mercy: if you do not feel forgiven, do not carry out your service as
a missionary of mercy until you feel that forgiveness. The mercy
that we have received enables us to dispense a great deal of mercy
and forgiveness. Today and every day, in the Church forgiveness
must be received in this same way, through the humble goodness
of a merciful confessor who sees himself not as the holder of
some power but as a channel of mercy, who pours out upon others
the forgiveness that he himself first received. From this arises
the ability to forgive everything because God always forgives
everything. We are the ones who tire of asking forgiveness but
he always forgives. You must be channels of that forgiveness
through your own experience of being forgiven. There is no need
to torment the faithful when they come to Confession. It is
necessary to understand their situation, to listen, to forgive and
to offer good counsel so that they can move forward. God forgives
everything and we must not close that door to people.
“If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them”. These
words stand at the origin of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, but
not only. Jesus has made the entire Church a community that
dispenses mercy, a sign and instrument of reconciliation for all
humanity. Brothers and sisters, each of us, in baptism, received
the gift of the Holy Spirit to be a man or woman of reconciliation.
Whenever we experience the joy of being set free from the burden
of our sins and failings; whenever we know at firsthand what it
means to be reborn after a situation that appeared hopeless, we
feel the need to share with those around us the bread of mercy.
Let us feel called to this. And let us ask ourselves: at home, in my
family, at work, in my community, do I foster fellowship, am I a
weaver of reconciliation? Do I commit myself to defusing conflict,
to bringing forgiveness in place of hatred, and peace in place of
resentment? Do I avoid hurting others by not gossiping, which
always kills? Jesus wants us to be his witnesses before the world
with those words: Peace be with you! I have received peace. I
give it to others.
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Peace be with you! The Lord says these words a third time when,
eight days later, he appears to the disciples and strengthens the
flagging faith of Thomas. Thomas wants to see and touch. The
Lord is not offended by Thomas’s disbelief, but comes to his aid:
“Put your finger here and see my hands” (v. 27). These are not
words of defiance but of mercy. Jesus understands Thomas’s
difficulty. He does not treat Thomas with harshness, and the apostle
is deeply moved by this kindness. From a disbeliever, he becomes
a believer, and makes the simplest and finest confession of faith:
“My Lord and my God!” (v. 28). These are beautiful words. We
can make them our own and repeat them throughout the day,
especially when, like Thomas, we experience doubts and
difficulties.
For the story of Thomas is in fact the story of every believer. There
are times of difficulty when life seems to belie faith, moments of
crisis when we need to touch and see. Like Thomas, it is precisely
in those moments that we rediscover the heart of Christ, the Lord’s
mercy. In those situations, Jesus does not approach us in triumph
and with overwhelming proofs. He does not perform earthshattering miracles, but instead offers us heartwarming signs of
his mercy. He comforts us in the same way he did in today’s Gospel:
he offers us his wounds. We must not forget this fact. In response
to our sin, - the ugliest of sins, whether ours or someone else’s the Lord is always present offering us his wounds. Do not forget
this. In our ministry as confessors, we must let the people see
that in the midst of their sin, the Lord offers his wounds to them.
The wounds of the Lord are stronger than sin.
Jesus makes us see the wounds of our brothers and sisters. In
the midst of our own crises and our difficulties, divine mercy often
makes us aware of the sufferings of our neighbour. We think that
we are experiencing unbearable pain and situations of suffering,
and we suddenly discover that others around us are silently
enduring even worse things. If we care for the wounds of our
neighbour and pour upon them the balm of mercy, we find being
reborn within us a hope that comforts us in our weariness. Let us
ask ourselves whether of late we have helped someone suffering
in mind or body; whether we have brought peace to someone
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suffering physically or spiritually; whether we have spent some
time simply listening, being present, or bringing comfort to another
person. For whenever we do these things, we encounter Jesus.
From the eyes of all those who are weighed down by the trials of
life, he looks out at us with mercy and says: Peace be with you! In
this regard, I think of Our Lady’s presence with the Apostles. I
also recall that we commemorate her as Mother of the Church on
the day following Pentecost and as Mother of Mercy on the Monday
following Divine Mercy Sunday. May she help us move forward in
our very beautiful ministry.
___________________________________________________

PONTIFICAL COUNCIL
FOR INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
Christians and Muslims: Sharing joys and sorrows
MESSAGE FOR THE MONTH OF RAMADAN
AND ‘ID Al-FITR 1443 H. / 2022 A.D.
Vatican City
Dear Muslim brothers and sisters,
As all of us know, the pandemic caused by COVID-19 has taken
away the lives of millions of persons around the world, including
members of our families. Others fell sick and were healed, yet they
experienced much long-lasting pain and suffering from the
consequences of the virus. As you celebrate the month of Ramadan
that concludes with ‘Id al-Fitr, our thoughts turn in gratitude to
Almighty God who has protected all of us in His Providence. We
also pray for the dead and the sick with sorrow and hope.
The pandemic and its tragic effects on every aspect of our way of
life have drawn attention anew to one of those important elements:
sharing. For this reason we thought it opportune to address this
issue in the Message we are pleased to send to each and all of you.
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We all share God’s gifts: air, water, life, food, shelter, the fruits of
medical and pharmaceutical advances, the results of the progress
of science and technology in diverse fields and their application,
the ongoing discovery of the universe’s mysteries... The
awareness of God’s bounty and generosity fills our hearts with
gratitude towards Him and, at the same time, encourages us to
share His gifts with our brothers and sisters who are in any kind
of need. The poverty and precarious situations in which many
people find themselves because of the loss of employment and
the economic and social problems related to the pandemic make
our duty of sharing ever more urgent.
Sharing finds its most profound motivation in the awareness that
all we are and all we have are gifts from God and that, in
consequence, we have to put our talents at the service of all our
brothers and sisters, sharing what we have with them.
The best form of sharing springs from genuine empathy and
effective compassion towards others. In this regard, we find a
meaningful challenge in the New Testament: “If anyone is well-off
in worldly possessions and sees his brother in need but closes
his heart to him, how can the love of God abide in him? Children,
our love must be not just words or mere talk, but something active
and genuine” (1 John 3, 17-18).
However, sharing is not limited to material goods. Above all, it
involves sharing one another’s joys and sorrows, which are part
of every human life. Saint Paul invited the Christians of Rome to
“rejoice with others when they rejoice, and be sad with those in
rrow” (Romans 12, 15). Pope Francis, for his part, affirmed that a
shared pain is halved and a shared joy is doubled (cf. Meeting
with the pupils of Scholas Occurrentes, 11 May 2018).
From empathy comes the sharing of attitudes and sentiments on
the occasion of important events, both joyful and sad, in the lives
of our relatives, friends and neighbours, including those from other
religions: their joys become ours, their sorrows become ours as
well. Among shared joys are the birth of a child, healing from a
sickness, success in studies, at work or in business, safe return
from a journey, and certainly other occasions. There is also a
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particular joy for believers: the celebration of major religious feasts.
When we visit or congratulate our friends and neighbours of other
religions for those occasions, we share their joy for the celebration
of their feast without having to adopt the religious dimension of
the celebrated occasion as our own.
Among shared sorrows are, first of all, the death of a person
close to us, the sickness of a member of the family, the loss of a
job, the failure of a project or of a business, a crisis in the family
that sometimes results in its division. It is obvious that we need
the proximity and solidarity of our friends more in times of crisis
and sorrow than in times of joy and peace.
Our hope, dear Muslim brothers and sisters, is that we continue
sharing the joys and sorrows of all our neighbours and friends,
because God’s love embraces every person and the entire
universe.
As a sign of our shared humanity and the fraternity that flows
from it, we wish you a peaceful and fruitful Ramadan and a joyful
celebration of ‘Id al-Fitr.
From the Vatican, 18 February 2022

Miguel Ángel Cardinal Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ
President

Msgr. Indunil Kodithuwakku Janakaratne Kankanamalage
Secretary
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PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
Buddhists and Christians: Standing Together in Hopeful Resilience
MESSAGE FOR THE FEAST OF VESAK 2022
Vatican City
Dear Buddhist Friends,
1. On the occasion of the festival of Vesak, the commemoration of
the birth, death and enlightenment of the Buddha, we are writing
to your communities worldwide to convey the warm greetings of
the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue.
2. We write at a time when humanity faces manifold crises. For a
third consecutive year, people around the world are held hostage
by the lingering health crisis brought on by COVID-19. Frequent
natural disasters related to the ecological crisis have exposed
our fragility as citizens of a shared Earth. Conflicts continue to
shed innocent blood and to provoke widespread suffering. Sadly,
there are still those who use religion to justify violence. As Pope
Francis observed with sorrow, “Humanity is proud of its
advancement in science and thought, in many beautiful things,
but it is going backward in bringing about peace. … This should
make us all feel ashamed” (Address to the Participants in the
Plenary Meeting of the Congregation for the Eastern Churches,
18 February 2022).
3. Even though we see signs of solidarity emerging in response to
the tragedies brought about by these crises, the search for lasting
solutions remains arduous. The pursuit of material wealth and
the abandonment of spiritual values has led to a generalized moral
decline in society. As Buddhists and Christians, our religious and
moral sense of responsibility should motivate us to sustain
humanity in its quest for reconciliation and resilience. Religious
people, sustained by their noble principles, must strive to be lamps
of hope that, even though small, still illuminate the path that leads
humanity to triumph over the spiritual emptiness that causes so
much wrong-doing and suffering.
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4. The Buddha and Jesus Christ direct their followers to transcendent
values, albeit in different ways. The noble truths of the Buddha
explain the origin and causes of suffering and indicate the eightfold
path that leads to the cessation of suffering. “It is the fading away
and cessation of that very same craving with nothing left over;
iving it away, letting it go, releasing it, and not adhering to it”
(Dhammacakkappavattanasutta, 56.11). If practised, the teaching
is a cure to the ceaseless grasping that leads to greed and powerplays. The Gospel never suggests violence as the answer. The
Beatitudes proclaimed by Jesus show us how to be resilient by
giving priority to spiritual values in the midst of a world running
amok. “Blessed are the poor, blessed are the meek, blessed are
those who mourn, blessed are the peacemakers” (cf. Matthew
5:1-12). They are blessed, for in spite of the present difficulties,
they rely on God’s promise of happiness and salvation.
5. We can help humanity become resilient by unearthing the hidden
treasures within our spiritual traditions. For Buddhists, the Noble
Eightfold Path can develop compassion and wisdom to engage
in social concerns. For Christians, hope is one of those treasures.
As Pope Francis says, “hope would have us recognize that there
is always a way out, that we can always redirect our steps, that we
can always do something to solve our problems” (Laudato Si’ 61).
6. We are convinced that hope rescues us from discouragement.
In this regard, we would like to share the wisdom of the late
Venerable Thich Nhat Hanh on the importance of hope: “It can
make the present moment less difficult to bear. If we believe that
tomorrow will be better, we can bear a hardship today” (Peace is
Every Step, 1991,41-42). Let us work together for a better tomorrow!
7. Dear friends, we wish that your celebration of Vesak will keep
hope alive and generate actions that welcome and respond to
the adversities caused by the present crises.

Miguel Ángel Card. Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ
President

Msgr. Kodithuwakku K. Indunil J.
Secretary
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PASTORAL CENTRE

News

1. Youth Convention at Eluru:Dear fathers. The TCBC Youth
Wing has planned to convene Regional Youth Convention from
15th-18th May, 2022 at Janampet, Eluru. I request you to send
two each at least from your parish who can help your parish in
the future. Registration fees (500/-) will be met by bishop’s
house. Please help for their TA & DA if possible n if necessary.
For better conveyance, we all take the same train i.e., Simhadri
Express on 15th May, at 7:00 am. Starting from Visakhapatnam.
Youth from Vizianagaramdeanery should come early to catch
this train. Youth from Vizag Rural and East Godavari can catch
the train in nearby railway stations (book tickets accordingly)
And Return Journey, they can plan accordingly.
For further information please see the leaflet above
For further details if necessary please contact
1. Fathima (Diocese youth President) 9133018964
2. Anil
7702164108
3. Sekhar (Kailasapuram)
9640544443
4. Ajay
9550138058
5. Sushmanth
7396731915
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2. Vocation Camp: With an appeal to all Parish Priests to
encourage more young people to become Sisters and Priests,
there is an urgent need to organize a Vocation Camp as we
could not conduct for last two years due to covid situation.
Hence, we have decided to keep vocation camps for three days
from 1st June to 3rd June. I request you to send all the catholic
students who have written their tenth-class exams and above.
Earlier we were concentrating only those who are interested
but very few used to turn out for this camp. Therefore, we have
decided to invite all the children possible to inspire them about
the call and vocation. I request you thereby, to send the catholic
children whom you consider have got some potential to become
priests and sisters. I request all the congregations who would
like to speak about your congregation to come during those
days and inspire the children. (It is good to take prior
appointment and time slot for the better management of the
schedule).
3. Ongoing formation for young Clergy: As we have mentioned
in the last month news letter regarding the plan to have ongoing
formation of Three Days Program in the month of June for all
the young priests up to 15 years old in priesthood,is now fixed
and that will be from 14th to 16th June. We request all the priests
to be here by lunch on 7th June and will be leaving after tea at
4PM on 9th June. Please do come without fail, as it is a mandatory
program for our good. The schedule, themes and the resource
persons will be decided by the committee led by Rev. Fr.
Mariaratnam, and let you know in a special bulletin. The venue
of the program is St. Ann’s Minor Seminary, Bheemili (The Alma
mater). In case of absence, kindly get permission from
Archbishop.
4. Report of the Ministry at Yeleswaram Parish Village –
Dibbalapalem 10th March 2022
“Prayerful wishes and Joyful greetings to one and all” We thank
God for being Gracious to us during the past one and half
month. We are happy to Share our experiences of this village.
On 10th March we reached Yeleswaram. Since it was the
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Season of Lent there were fasting prayers,Adoration and special
preaching on the precepts of the church So it helped us to
purify ourselves to be with the people. Then we received the
blessings from ‘Rev.Fr. Thomas’ parish priest and proceeded
with people to the village. We concentrated on one village.
People were so helpful, free, receptive and we were looked
after so well in all the ways.

Activities:
1. Family visit.
2. Preparingfor the sacraments of Baptism,confession and
Holycommunion.
3. Marriage rectifications.
Timings: 10 to 1 : Family Visit
5 to 9 : Teaching the Catechism
7 to 9 : Rosary, way of the cross and sharing the word
of God.
• Visited the Families : 100 families we visited and we reflected
on God’s call with the people.
· Gratitude : We praise God and thank Rev Fr. Arji Prakash for
having given us the opportunity to work in the parish of
Yeleswaram.
“Freedom always helps us to be faithful and be closer to
God”.So,we are grateful to Rev. Fr. Thomas the parish priest
for having given us freedom and more chance to work for the
people. So, he made us to meet all kinds of people and we
were so happy with them. “So, we wish you a very happy Easter”
With much love
Srs. Esther and Velangani
Sisters of St. Ann’s, Luzern
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5. Youth meet at St Peter’s Cathedral Parish, Gnanapuram:
On 2nd April 2022, Saturday, a full day Youth Meet on “God is
with YOU? (He is Your Life Centre)” by the Spiritual Team (Fr.
Arji Prakash, Ms. Ramani Dhanaraj and Jesus Youth Vizag)
was conducted in Rakshanagiri Hill under Gnanapuram Parish.
More than 100 youth participated in the meeting and they were
very active and vibrant. The Youth Meet started with a prayerful
Way of the Cross by the Youth up the hill. The Parish Priest, Fr.
Ch. Rajkumar celebrated Holy Mass and dwelt at length on the
importance of confession as it was the Season of Lent and it
was important for the Youth to make a good confession. This
was followed by Fr. Arji Prakash, Youth Director and Director
of Pastoral Centre, Visakhapatnam Archdiocese clarifying their
spiritual and scriptural doubts as it is common for them to be
misled by the Protestant Christian friends. Fr. Prakash touched
the spiritual aspects of Repentance, God’s Love and Sin through
various examples and bible references which moved the Youth.
Ms. Ramani Dhanaraj from St. Joseph’s College for Women
(A) Visakhapatnam did a meaningful Session on Personality
development and stressed on the point of God’s love for us
through 7 G’s. Jesus Youth conducted Praise and Worship and
meaningful adoration. The Meet ended with all the youth making
a good confession and returning to the Lord. We thank the
Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Rajkumar for arranging such a meeting
for the youth. Fr. Benjamin, Asst Parish Parish thanked the
Team especially Fr. Prakash for the wonderful Session. We
also thank Sr. Padma and Sr. Archna for making all the support.
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6. Youth meet at St Joseph’s College for Women (Autonomous)
Gnanapuram: On 8th April 2022, Friday, a One day Youth Meet
on “NOW IS THE TIME?” by the Spiritual Team (Fr. Arji Prakash,
Ms. Ramani Dhanaraj and Jesus Youth Vizag) was conducted
in St. Joseph’s College for Women (Autonomous) Visakhapatnam.
More than 60 girls of the College participated in the meeting
and they were very active, participative, fully with the spirit and
vibrant. The Youth Meet started with a Session on ‘Spiritual
Oxygen for faith formation” by Ms. Ramani Dhanaraj from St.
Joseph’s College for Women. This was followed by Fr. Arji
Prakash, Youth Director and Director of Pastoral Centre,
Visakhapatnam Archdiocese dwelling on the Word of God
through ‘Godisnowhere’ touched the spiritual aspects of 3 R’s
and various stories of Repentance, Love of God and Confession
through examples and bible references which moved the young
girls. The Meet started with Jesus Youth Praise and Worship
followed by the Spiritual talks. The Meet ended with all the
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girls making a good confession and being grateful for such
blessings. We thank the Sisters of the College especially the
Principal Dr. Sr Shyji for arranging such a meeting for the youth
and thanking Fr. Prakash for the wonderful Session. We also
thank Srs. Hema, Nancy, Padma and Sr. Archana for their
presence and the support.

7. One Week JY Discipleship Training Program on Ross Hill
(24th April to 30th April 2022):
The One Week JY Discipleship Training Program was
organised by the Telugu Region Jesus Youth under the aegis
of Most Rev Mallavarapu Prakash, Archbishop of
Visakhapatnam Archdiocese and the Youth Director, Fr. Arji
Prakash with the support of Fr. Kondala Joseph, Rector of Ross
Hill Shrine. There were 19 participants for the DTP. The One
Week Training Program was in two parts – First 3 Days Retreat
for the participants and the next 4 Days Intensive Training
Program. The Retreat was a very intensively transforming
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experience for all the participants through the spiritually led
Sessions on God’s Love, by JY Yesubabu from Bangalore.
Praise and Worship, Action Songs, Word of God, Inner Healing,
Annointing cleansed and purged the young ‘about to be formed
disciples’ into a thirst for more. Fr. Arji Prakash, Youth Director
and Director, Pastoral Centre celebrated Mass with his focus
on ‘God’s love’ and set the tone for the Program.
The Training Program had very meaningul Sessions with
exercises on Discipleship and its Cost, Being a Missionary,
Servant Leadership by Senior JY Vandana Maria, Logistics of
Coordinating Programs by JY Girish Babu, Time and Financial
Management by JY Joseph Thomas, TOB by JY Rupesh, Social
Media by JY Manohar, Jesus the Truth and Life & Integrity and
Christian Discipline by Ms. Ramani Dhanaraj, St. Joseph’s
College for Women, Vizag, Evangelization and KERYGMA by
JY Vijay Sundar, Relationships by JY Prashanth Amarlapudi,
Personal Prayer and other Child of God by JY Anthony Vinay,
Experience of Full Timership by JY Vamsi Akula.
The Sessions were interspersed by Praise and Worship, Holy
Mass, Adoration every day, Experiences by Gregory, Vinay and
others. The participants enjoyed each moment of fellowship
with assigned responsibilities and the Evangelization Tour was
their best experience besides getting feedback positive strokes
from everyone through Name Charts pinned on the wall.
The fitting Finale was the Commissioning Ceremony on 30th
April 2022 at 3.00 pm where our Loving Archbishop, His Grace
Most Rev Mallavarapu Prakash very graciously celebrated Holy
Mass. During the Mass each of the participants with golden
crowns and fully blessed by the Holy Spirit took their pledge as
a JY Disciple, was annointed by His Grace and received a
blessed Rosary from JY Animator, Sr. Darshana FOC. His Grace
Archbishop gave a very fitting Homily to the Disciples
emphasizing on 3 Aspects of Discipleship which he considered
very central to their living hereafter. He said the First was
Listening to the Voice of God as they were specially called
through reading and following the Word of God everyday.
Secondly he reiterated the need to attend Holy Mass and live a
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Sacramental life especially Confession as it brings us closer to
God. He was happy that Telugu Region JY organised this DTP
for the new entrants into Jesus Youth as we would have more
Prayer Warriors. Third he stressed on the Need to follow
Discipline in Life not just one day but every minute of their
lives. This Discipline is the basis for good discipleship. His
Homily covered all aspects of the DTP and every JY Disciple
was filled with inexplicable joy and love. After the Mass, His
Grace even danced a few steps to Action Song ‘Kaun Hai kaun
hai……’ the theme Action Song for DTP 2022. It was indeed a
gratifying moment for all the organisers, the Resource Team
and the participants as they thanked Mama Mary for her
countless blessings.
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Pastrol Visit Collection in the
Month of February to April- 2022
S.No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

Name of the Parish, Institutions and Laity
Sondi Anil Kumar, Seethammadara
St Ann’s RCM Church, Yanam
Stella Maris, Provincial House Opening
Unknown
Unknown
St John Of Arch Church
Fr K. Joji Babu’s Memorial Mass
Kuppili Chandra Shekhar, Bobbili
Holy Redeemer RCM Church, Rajhamundry
St Therasa’s Rcm Church, Pedaboddepalli
Thottharamudi Papa& Family, Kolanka
Jaya Jesus Rcm Church, Dhraksharamam
Uttaravalli
Ramachandrapuram
LCRI
St Jopseph’s Church, Waltaitr
Bangaruvalasa
Sr Lissot( SAB) Jubilee, Sagarnagar
St Peter’s Cathedrel
St Therasa’s Rcm Church, Pedaboddepalli
S. Kota
St Peter’s Cathedrel
St Ann’s Convent, Mangalapalem
V.D Pudi
Anakapalli
Kailasapuram
Cannosian Sisters
Madinaguda, Ukkunagaram
Unknown
Bridgitine Sisters
Bishop Inniah’s Memorial Mass
St Brigitta Sisters, Bengaluru
Total

Amount
10000
10000
10000
10000
10000
10000
10000
10000
10000
10000
10000
10000
10000
5000
5000
5000
5000
5000
5000
5000
5000
5000
5000
5000
5000
3000
3000
3000
2000
1000
100032
10000
2013000
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Dear Father,
Greetings of peace in the Lord,
We hereby bring to your kind notice that the proposed programme
of “Ongoing Formation for the Young Clergy” to be conducted
in the month of June, 2022. We are glad to inform you that this
will be ‘a three day programme’ and will be on 14th, 15th and 16th
of June will be conducted in St, Ann’s Minor Seminary premises.
The programme is for all the young priests who completed 15 years
priestly life and ministry, that is, priests ordained between 2006
and 2021. It is mandatory and therefore all the priests in these
batches should attend without fail. If anyone for unavoidable
reasons cannot attend the programme should get prior consent
and permission from the Archbishop.
The whole programme will be planned and implemented by Fr.
Maria Ratnam and will be assisted by Fr. ParamJyothi and Fr.
Arji Prakash. The details of the programme will be communicated
to all the priests who are expected to come by Fr. Maria Ratnam.
We expect your valuable presence for this programme. It is a time
of sharing and growing in our priesthood with the help of one
another! Please do come and make this a fruitful event!
With prayerful wishes,
Yours fraternally,

+ Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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Blessing and Inauguration of Stella Maris
(MSFS Provincialate)

28th April 2022 is an unforgettable and memorable day in the annals
of the history of the Province of Visakhapatnam. It’s a dream come
true to the members of the Province of Visakhapatnam to have a new
Provincialate. The occason was graced by the Archbishop of
Visakhapatnam His Grace Dr. Mallavarapu Prakash who blessed the
new Provincialate and unveiled the plaque in the gracious presence
of His Excellency Dr. Rayarala Vijay Kumar, the Bishop of Srikakulam,
Very Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu, the Provincial Superior of
Visakhapatnam Province, Very Rev. Fr. Sabu Francis, the Provincial
of Guwahati Province, Very Rev. Fr. P.S. Joseph, the Delegate of South
East Province, dignitaries, Priests, Religious and well-wishers. Very
Rev. Fr. Baviri Suresh Babu, the Provincial Superior of Visakhapatnam
Province inaugurated the new Provincialate by cutting the ribbon. The
Holy Eucharist was officiated by the Archbishop of Visakhapatnam.
During the Holy Eucharist the Archbishop inaugurated the Year of St.
Francis de Sales on the 400th Death Anniversary of our Heavenly
Patron SFS by unveiling the LOGO and released a new book ‘Growing
in Virtues’ written by our dear Provincial Very Rev. Fr. B. Suresh Babu.
All the dignitaries, engineer, contractors and others were felicitated
by the Provincial soon after the Mass and then the delicious dinner
was served to all the guests.
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Blessing of New Chapel, Bangaruvalasa,
Village Makkuva Parish

Archbishop Most. Rev.
Mallavarapu Prakash solemnly
blessed the new church at
Bangaruvalasa village in Makkuva
Parish, at 10:30 a.m. on 25th April
2022. The village is in one of the
substations of Makkuva.
Families of local faithful were
happy about the new church in
their village. About 20 priests
from different denaries were
concelebrated. We thank Rev. Fr
Jonnada John Prakash
(Chancellor and Director of
VDSS) for his help through the
Aid to the Church in Need,
Germany. We also thank Rev. Fr.
D. Jaya Raju for completing most
of the work. We thanked and
glorified the Lord in solom high
Mass by our Archbishop, other
priests, religious and the faithful.
Once again, we thank you all for
your prayerful support.
Rev. Fr. K. Nani
Incharge Parish Priest
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CONFIRMATIONS AT S.F.S CHURCH,
CHINNA WALTAIR PARISH, ON 1st MAY, 2022.

On Sunday 1st may, at 7:30am most Rev. Dr. Mallavarapu
Prakash, the Archbishop of visakhapatnam has administered the
sacrament of confirmation to 35 candidates. The Archbishop who
officiated the holy mass gave us a wonderful sermon on the
importance of the sacrament of confirmation which edified the
entire congregation.After the Eucharistic celebration Rev. Fr. M.
Jojaiah felicitated our beloved Archbishop. Breakfast was served
to all the faithful nearly 500 people. Really it was indeed a colourful
and joyful day for S.F.S. Parish, chinnawaltair.
Rev. Fr. M. Jojaiah, msfs
Parish Priest

POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
Paul VI Audience Hall
Wednesday, 23 March 2022

Catechesis on Old Age
Dear brothers and sisters, good day!
In the Bible, the account of the death of the elderly Moses is
preceded by his spiritual testament, called the “Canticle of Moses”.
This Song is first and foremost a beautiful confession of faith, and
it goes like this: “For I will proclaim the name of the Lord / Ascribe
greatness to our God! / The Rock, his work is perfect; / for all his
ways are justice. / A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, / just
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and right is he” (Deut 32:3-4). But it is also the memory of the
history lived with God, of the adventures of the people formed from
faith in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And thus, Moses
also remembers the bitterness and disappointments of God himself:
His faithfulness continually put to the test by the infidelities of His
people. The faithful God and the response of the unfaithful people:
as if the people wanted to put God’s fidelity to the test. And He
remains always faithful, close to His people. This, precisely, is the
core of the Song of Moses: God’s fidelity, which accompanies us
throughout our whole life.
When Moses pronounces this confession of faith, he is on the
threshold of the promised land, and also of his departure from life.
He was one hundred and twenty years old, the account notes, “but
his eye was not dim” (Deut 34:7). That capacity to see, to really
see, also to see symbolically, as the elderly do, who are able to
see things, [to see] the most radical significance of things. The
vitality of his gaze is a precious gift: it enables him to hand down
the legacy of his long experience of life and faith, with the necessary
clarity. Moses sees history and passes on history; the elderly see
history and pass on history.
An old age that is granted this clarity is a precious gift for the
generation that is to follow. Listening personally and directly to the
story of lived faith, with all its highs and lows, is irreplaceable.
Reading about it in books, watching it in films, consulting it on the
internet, however useful it may be, will never be the same thing.
This “handing down” - which is true and proper tradition, the concrete
transmission from the old to the young! - this handing down is sorely
lacking today for the new generations, an absence that continues
to grow. Why? Because this new civilization has the idea that the
old are waste material, the old should be discarded. This is brutal!
No, it mustn’t be like that. There is a tone and style of communication
to direct, person-to-person storytelling, that no other medium can
replace. An older person, one who has lived a long time, and
receives the gift of a lucid and passionate testimony of his or her
history, is an irreplaceable blessing. Are we capable of recognising
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and honouring this gift of the elderly? Does the transmission of faith
- and of the meaning of life - follow this path of listening to the
elderly, today? I can give a personal testimony. I learned hatred and
anger for war from my grandfather, who fought at the Piave in 1914,
and he passed on to me this rage for war. Because he told me
about the suffering of a war. And this isn’t learned in books or in
other ways… it’s learned in this way, being passed down from
grandparents to grandchildren. And this is irreplaceable. The
transmission of life experience from grandparents to grandchildren.
Today, unfortunately, this is not the case, and we think that
grandparents are discarded material: No! They are the living memory
of a people, and young people and children ought to listen to their
grandparents.
In our culture, which is so “politically correct”, this path seems to be
hindered in many ways: in the family, in society, in the Christian
community itself. Some even propose abolishing the teaching of
history, as superfluous information about worlds that are no longer
relevant, which takes resources away from knowledge of the present.
As if we were born yesterday!
The transmission of faith, on the other hand, often lacks the passion
of a “lived history”. To hand on the faith is not just to say things, “bla,
bla, bla”. No! It is to speak about the experience of faith. And so,
how can it draw people to choose love forever, fidelity to the given
word, perseverance in dedication, compassion for wounded and
disheartened faces? Of course, the stories of life must be
transformed into testimony, and the testimony must be faithful. An
ideology that bends history to its own schemes is certainly not faithful;
propaganda that adapts history to promote its own group is not
faithful; it is not faithful to turn history into a tribunal in which the
past is condemned and any future is discouraged. To be faithful is
to tell history as it is; and only those who have lived it can tell it well.
This is why it is very important to listen to the elderly, to listen to
grandparents. It is important that children converse with them.
The Gospels themselves tell the blessed story of Jesus honestly,
without hiding the mistakes, misunderstandings, and even betrayals
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of the disciples. This is history, it is the truth, this is witness. This is
the gift of memory that the “elders” of the Church pass on, right
from the beginning, passing it on “from hand to hand” to the
generation that follows. It will do us good to ask ourselves: How
much do we value this way of transmitting the faith, the passing on
of the baton from the elders of the community to young people
who are opening up to the future? And here something comes to
mind that I have said many times, but that I want to repeat: How is
the faith handed on? “Ah, here’s a book, study it”. No. Faith can’t
be handed on like that. Faith is passed on in dialect, that is, in
familiar speech, between grandparents and grandchildren, between
parents and their children. The faith is always handed on in dialect,
in that familiar dialect and experience learned through the years.
This is the reason dialogue in a family is so important, the dialogue
of children with their grandparents, who are the ones who have the
wisdom of the faith.
Sometimes I reflect on this strange anomaly. Today, the catechism
of Christian initiation generously draws on the Word of God and
conveys accurate information on dogmas, the morals of the faith,
and the sacraments. What is often lacking, however, is a knowledge
of the Church that comes from listening to and witnessing the real
history of the faith and the life of the Church community, from the
beginning to the present day. As children we learn the Word of
God in catechism classes; but the Church is learned, as young
people, in the classrooms and in the global information media.
The narration of the history of faith should be like the Canticle of
Moses, like the testimony of the Gospels and the Acts of the
Apostles. In other words, a story capable of recalling God’s
blessings with emotion and our failings with sincerity. It would be a
good thing if the courses in catechesis were to include, from the
very beginning, the habit of listening to the lived experience of the
elderly, to the candid confession of the blessings received from
God, which we must cherish, and to the faithful testimony of our
own failures of fidelity, which we must repair and correct. The elderly
enter the promised land, which God desires for every generation,
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when they offer to the young the beautiful initiation of their witness
and pass on the story of the faith, the faith, in dialect, that familiar
dialect, that dialect of the old to the young. Then, guided by the
Lord Jesus, the old and the young together enter into his Kingdom
of life and love. But all together. Everyone in the family, with this
great treasure that is the faith passed on in dialect. Thank you.
_____________________
Wednesday, 30 March 2022
Catechesis on Old Age
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
In our series of catecheses on the theme of old age, today we will
look at the tender picture painted by the evangelist Saint Luke,
who depicts two elderly figures, Simeon and Anna. Their reason
for living, before taking leave of this world, is to await God’s visit.
They were waiting for God to visit them, that is, Jesus. Simeon
knows, by a premonition of the Holy Spirit, that he will not die before
seeing the Messiah. Anna goes and offers her service to the temple
every day. Both of them recognize the presence of the Lord in the
child Jesus, who fills with consolation their long wait and reassures
them as they bid farewell to life. This is a scene of encounter with
Jesus, and of farewell.
What can we learn from these two elderly figures filled with spiritual
vitality?
First, we learn that the fidelity of waiting sharpens the senses .
Besides, as we know, the Holy Spirit does precisely this: enlightens
the senses . In the ancient hymn, Veni Creator Spiritus , with which
we continue to this day to invoke the Holy Spirit, we say: “Accende
lumen sensibus “, (Guide our minds with your blest light), enlighten
our senses. The Spirit is capable of doing this: of sharpening the
senses of the soul, despite the limitations and the wounds of the
senses of the body. In one way or another, old age weakens the
sensitivity of the body: one is more blind, another is more deaf.
However, an old age spent in awaiting God’s visit will not miss his
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passage. On the contrary, it will be even more ready to grasp it,
having greater sensitivity to welcome the Lord when he passes.
Remember that it is typical of the Christian to be attentive to the
visits of the Lord, because the Lord passes through our life, with
inspirations, with invitations to better ourselves. And Saint Augustine
used to say: “I’m afraid of when God passes” — “But why are you
afraid?”— Yes, “I fear that he will pass me by unnoticed”. It is the
Holy Spirit who prepares the senses to understand when the Lord
is visiting us, just as he did with Simeon and Anna.
Today we need this more than ever: we need an old age that is
gifted with lively spiritual senses, capable of recognizing the signs
of God, or rather, the Sign of God, who is Jesus. A sign that
challenges us, always: Jesus challenges us because he is “a sign
that is spoken against” (Lk 2:34) — but that fills us with joy. Because
crisis does not necessarily bring sadness, no: being in crisis,
rendering service to the Lord, very often gives you peace and joy.
The anaesthesia of the spiritual senses — and this is bad — the
anaesthesia of the spiritual senses, in the excitement and daze of
those of the body, is a widespread syndrome in a society that
cultivates the illusion of eternal youth, and its most dangerous
feature is the fact that it is mostly unconscious. One does not realize
one is anaesthetized. And this happens. It has always happened
and it happens in our time. Numbed senses, without understanding
what is happening: when they are numb, the inner senses, the
senses of the Spirit that enable us to understand the presence of
God or the presence of evil, cannot distinguish between them.
When you lose sensitivity of touch or of taste, you realize it
immediately. Instead, that of the soul, sensitivity of the soul, you
can ignore that for a long time, living without realizing that you
have lost the sensitivity of the soul. It is not simply a matter of
thinking of God or religion. The insensitivity of the spiritual senses
relates to compassion and pity, shame and remorse, fidelity and
devotion, tenderness and honour, responsibility for oneself and for
others. It is interesting: insensitivity prevents you from understanding
compassion, it stops you from understanding pity, it stops you from
46

feeling shame or remorse for having done something bad…. It is
like that. Numbed spiritual senses are confusing, and one no longer
feels those things, spiritually. And old age becomes, so to speak,
the first casualty, the first victim of this loss of sensitivity. In a society
that exercises sensitivity primarily for enjoyment, there cannot but
be a lack of attention to the frail, and the competition of the winners
prevails. And this is how sensitivity is lost. Certainly, the rhetoric of
inclusion is the ritual formula of every politically correct discourse.
But it still does not bring about a real correction of the practices of
normal co-existence: a culture of social tenderness struggles to
grow . No, the spirit of human fraternity - which I felt it was necessary
to relaunch forcefully - is like a discarded garment, to be admired,
yes, but … in a museum. One loses human sensitivity, one loses
these movements of the Spirit that make us human.
It is true that in real life we can observe, with moving gratitude,
many young people capable of honouring this fraternity to its fullest.
But the problem is precisely here: there is a gap, a shameful gap,
between the testimony of this lifeblood of social tenderness and
the conformism that compels youth to present itself in an entirely
different way. What can we do to bridge this gap?
From the story of Simeon and Anna, but also from other biblical
accounts that tell of old age’s sensitivity to the spirit, comes a hidden
indication that deserves to be brought to the forefront. In real terms,
in what does the revelation that kindles the sensitivity of Simeon
and Anna consist? It consists in recognizing the sure sign of God’s
visitation in a child, whom they did not beget and whom they see
for the first time. They accept not to be protagonists, but only
witnesses . And when one accepts not being a protagonist, but
gets involved as a witness, things go well: that man or that woman
is maturing well. But if one always wants to be a protagonist, one
will never mature this journey towards the fullness of old age. God’s
visitation is not embodied in their lives, [the lives] of those who
want to be protagonists and never witnesses; it does not bring
them onto the scene as saviours: God does not take flesh in their
generation, but in the generation to come. They lose the spirit,
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they lose the desire to live with maturity, and as one usually says,
they live in a superficial way. It is the great generation of the
superficial, who do not allow themselves to feel things with the
sensitivity of the Spirit. But why do they not allow themselves?
Partly out of laziness, and partly because they are already unable:
they have lost it. It is bad when a civilization loses the sensitivity to
the Spirit. On the contrary, it is wonderful when we find elderly
people like Simeon and Anna who safeguard this sensitivity to the
Spirit, and who are capable of understanding different situations,
just as these two understood the situation in front of them, which
was the manifestation of the Messiah. There is no resentment and
no recrimination for this, when they are in this state of stillness.
Instead, great emotion and great comfort when the spiritual senses
are still alive. The emotion and comfort of being able to see and
announce that the history of their generation is not lost or wasted,
precisely thanks to an event that takes on flesh and is manifested
in the generation that follows. And this is what elderly people feel
when their grandchildren come to speak with them: they feel
revived. “Ah, my life is still here”. It is so important to go see the
elderly; it is so important to listen to them. It is so important to
speak with them, because there is this exchange of civilization,
this exchange of maturity between the young and the elderly. And
in this way, our civilization advances in a mature way.
Only spiritual old age can give this humble and dazzling witness,
making it authoritative and exemplary for all. Old age that has
cultivated the sensitivity of the soul extinguishes all envy between
generations , all resentment, all recrimination for an advent of God
in the generation to come, which arrives together with the departure
of one’s own. And this is what happens to an elderly person who is
open to a young person who is open : he or she bids farewell to
life while, so to speak, “handing over” life to the new generation.
And this is the farewell of Simeon and Anna: “Now I can go in
peace”. The spiritual sensitivity of old age is capable of breaking
down competition and conflict between generations in a credible
and definitive way. This sensitivity goes beyond: with this sensitivity
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the elderly go beyond conflict, they go beyond, they go towards
unity, not conflict. This is certainly impossible for men, but possible
for God. And nowadays we are in great need of this, of the sensibility
of the spirit, the maturity of the spirit; we need wise, elders, mature
in spirit, who give hope for life!
––––––––––––––––––
Wednesday, 6 April 2022
Apostolic Journey to Malta
Last Saturday and Sunday I traveled to Malta: an Apostolic Journey
that had been planned for quite some time. It was postponed two
years ago due to Covid and its consequences. Not many people
know that, despite being an island in the middle of the
Mediterranean, Malta received the Gospel very early. Why? Because
the Apostle Paul was shipwrecked near its coasts and was
miraculously saved along with all those who were on the ship with
him - more than 270 people. The book of the Acts of the Apostles
recounts that the Maltese welcomed all of them, and uses the words:
“with unusual kindness” (cf. 28:2). This is important, do not forget
this. I chose these very words - unusual kindness - as the motto of
my Journey because they indicate the path to follow, not only to
face the phenomenon of migrants, but more generally, so that the
world might become more fraternal, more liveable, and might be
saved from a “shipwreck” that menaces all of us. For we are all - as
we have learned - in the same boat, all of us. Viewed from that
horizon, Malta is a key place.
Above all, it is so geographically , due to its position in the centre of
the Sea between Europe and Africa, that also bathes Asia. Malta is
a sort of “rose of winds”, where peoples and cultures meet. It is the
perfect place to observe the Mediterranean area from a 360-degree
perspective. Today we often hear about “geopolitics”. But
unfortunately, the dominant logic is the strategies of the most
powerful countries to affirm their own interests, extending their area
of economic influence, or ideological influence, and/or military
49

influence. We are seeing this with the war. In this framework, Malta
represents the rights and power of the “small” nations, small but
rich in history and civilization that should lead toward another logic
- that of respect and freedom - the logic of respect and also the
logic of freedom, of the coexistence of differences, opposed to the
colonization of the most powerful. We are seeing this now. And not
only from one side: also from others… After World War ii , an attempt
was made to lay the foundations of a new era of peace. But,
unfortunately - we never learn - the old story of competition between
the greater powers continued. And, in the current war in Ukraine,
we are witnessing the impotence of the United Nations Organization.
Second aspect: Malta is a key place regarding the phenomenon of
migration. In the John XXIII reception centre, I met numerous
migrants who landed on the island after terrible voyages. We must
never tire of listening to their testimonies because only this way
can we emerge from a distorted vision that is often circulated in the
mass media, and recognise the faces, the stories, the wounds, the
dreams and the hopes of these migrants. Every migrant is unique.
He or she is not a number but a person. Each is unique just like
each one of us. Every migrant is a person with dignity, with roots,
with a culture. Each of them is the bearer of a wealth infinitely
greater than the problems that [welcoming them] can bring. And let
us not forget that Europe was made of migrations.
Certainly, welcoming them must be organised - this is true - and
supervised; and first, long before, it must be planned together , at
an international level because the phenomenon of migration cannot
be reduced to an emergency; it is a sign of our times. It should be
read and interpreted as such. It can become a sign of conflict, or a
sign of peace. It depends on how we take it; it depends on us.
Those who gave life to the John xxiii Centre in Malta made the
Christian choice. This is why it is called “Peace Lab”: a peace
laboratory. But I would like to say that Malta in its entirety is a peace
laboratory! The entire nation, through its attitudes, its own attitudes,
is a peace laboratory. And it can realize this, its mission, if it draws
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the sap of fraternity, compassion and solidarity from its roots. The
Maltese people received these values, together with the Gospel.
And, thanks to the Gospel, they will be able to keep them alive.
For this reason, as Bishop of Rome, I went to confirm that people
in the faith and in communion. In fact - the third aspect - Malta is
a key place from the perspective of evangelization as well. Many
priests and religious, but even lay faithful, left from Malta and from
Gozo, the country’s two dioceses, to bring their Christian witness
all over the world. It is as if Saint Paul’s passing through there left
his mission in the dna of the Maltese! For this reason, my visit
was above all an act of gratitude - gratitude to God and to his holy,
faithful people in Malta and Gozo.
Nevertheless, the wind of secularism, of a globalized pseudoculture based on consumerism, neocapitalism and relativism,
blows there as well. Therefore, it is time for the new evangelization
there too. Like my predecessors, the visit that I made to the Grotto
of Saint Paul was like drawing from the spring so that the Gospel
might flow through Malta with the freshness of its origins and revive
its great heritage of popular religiosity. This is symbolized in the
National Marian Shrine of Ta’ Pinu on the island of Gozo where
we celebrated an intense moment of prayer. There I heard the
heart of the Maltese people beat. They have an immense trust in
their Holy Mother. Mary always brings us back to the essentials,
to Christ crucified and risen. And this for us, to his merciful love.
Mary helps us to revive the flame of faith by drawing from the Holy
Spirit’s flame that animates generation after generation to the joyful
proclamation of the Gospel, for the joy of the Church is to
evangelize! Let us not forget that expression of Saint Paul vi : the
vocation of the Church is to evangelize; the joy of the Church is to
evangelize. Let us not forget this because it is the most beautiful
definition of the Church.
I take this opportunity to renew my gratitude to the President of
the Republic of Malta, so courteous and brotherly: thanks to him
and to his family; to the Prime Minister and the other Civil Authorities
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who welcomed me with such kindness; as well as the Bishops and
all the members of the ecclesial community, to the volunteers and
to all who accompanied me in prayer. I would not want to neglect to
mention the John XXIII Centre for migrants: and the Franciscan
Friar there, Father Dionysius Mintoff who runs the Centre. He is
91 and continues to work like this, with collaborators from the
diocese. He is an example of apostolic zeal and love for migrants
which is very much needed today. Through this visit, we sow, but it
is the Lord who makes [things] grow. May his infinite goodness
grant abundant fruits of peace and every good to the dear Maltese
people! Thanks to the Maltese people for such a human, such a
Christian welcome. Thank you very much.
––––––––––––––
Wednesday, 13 April 2022
The peace of Easter
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
We are in the middle of Holy Week, which lasts from Palm Sunday to
Easter Sunday. Both these Sundays are characterized by the feast
that takes place around Jesus. But they are two different feasts.
Last Sunday, we saw Christ solemnly entering Jerusalem, as though
for a feast, welcomed as the Messiah: cloaks (cf. Lk 19:36) and
branches cut from trees (cf. Mt 21:8) were laid before him on the
ground. The exultant crowd loudly blesses “the King who comes”,
and acclaims “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” (Lk 19:38).
Those people there celebrate because they see Jesus’ entry as the
arrival of a new king, who would bring peace and glory. That was the
peace those people were waiting for: a glorious peace, the fruit of
royal intervention, that of a powerful messiah who would liberate
Jerusalem from the Roman occupation. Others probably dreamed of
the re-establishment of a social peace and saw Jesus as the ideal
king, who would feed the crowd with bread, as he had already done,
and would work great miracles, thus bringing more justice into the
world.
But Jesus never speaks of this. He has a different Passover ahead of
him, not a triumphant Passover. The only thing that he is concerned
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about in the preparation of his entry into Jerusalem is to ride “a colt
tied, on which no-one has ever yet sat” (v. 30). This is how Christ
brings peace into the world: through meekness and mildness,
symbolized by that tethered colt, on which no-one had ever sat. Noone, because God’s way of doing things is different to that of the
world. Indeed, just before Passover, Jesus explains to the disciples,
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world
gives do I give to you” (Jn 14:27). They are two different approaches:
the way the world gives us peace, and the way God gives us peace.
They are different. The peace Jesus gives to us at Easter is not the
peace that follows the strategies of the world, which believes it can
obtain it through force, by conquest and with various forms of
imposition. This peace, in reality, is only an interval between wars:
we are well aware of this. The peace of the Lord follows the way of
meekness and mildness: it is taking responsibility for others. Indeed,
Christ took on himself our evil, sin and our death. He took all of this
upon himself. In this way he freed us. He paid for us. His peace is not
the fruit of some compromise, but rather is born of self-giving. This
meek and courageous peace, though, is difficult to accept. In fact,
the crowd who exalted Jesus is the same that a few days later would
shout, “Crucify him!” and, fearful and disappointed, would not lift a
finger for him.
In this regard, a great story by Dostoevsky, the so-called Legend of
The Grand Inquisitor , is always relevant. It tells of Jesus who, after
several centuries, returns to Earth. He is immediately welcomed by
the rejoicing crowd, who recognizes and acclaims him. “Ah, you have
returned! Come, come with us!”. But then he is arrested by the
Inquisitor, who represents worldly logic. The latter interrogates him
and criticizes him fiercely. The final reason for the rebuke is that Christ,
although he could, never wanted to become Caesar, the greatest
king of this world, preferring to leave mankind free rather than
subjugate it and solve its problems by force. He could have established
peace in the world, bending the free but precarious heart of man by
force of a higher power, but he chose not to: he respected our freedom.
“Hadst Thou taken the world and Caesar’s purple, Thou wouldst have
founded the universal state and given universal peace” (The Brothers
Karamazov , Milan 2012); and with a lashing sentence he concludes,
“For if anyone has ever deserved our fires, it is Thou”. Here is the
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deception that is repeated throughout history, the temptation of a
false peace, based on power, which then leads to hatred and the
betrayal of God, and much bitterness in the soul.
In the end, according to the story, the Inquisitor “longed for [Jesus] to
say something, however bitter and terrible”. But Christ reacts with a
gentle and concrete gesture: “He suddenly approached the old man
in silence and softly kissed him on his bloodless aged lips”. Jesus’
peace does not overpower others; it is not an armed peace, never!
The weapons of the Gospel are prayer, tenderness, forgiveness and
freely-given love for one’s neighbour, love for every neighbour. This
is how God’s peace is brought into the world. This is why the armed
aggression of these days, like every war, is an outrage against God,
a blasphemous betrayal of the Lord of Passover, a preference for
the face of the false god of this world over his meek one. War is
always a human act, to bring about the idolatry of power.
Before his final Passover, Jesus says to his disciples: “Let not your
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (Jn 14:27). Yes, because
while worldly power leaves only destruction and death in its wake —
we have seen this in recent days — his peace builds up history,
starting from the heart of every person who welcomes it. Easter is
therefore the true feast of God and humanity, because the peace
that Christ gained on the cross in giving himself is distributed to us.
Therefore, the Risen Christ, on Easter Day, appears to the disciples,
and how does he greet them? “Peace be with you!” (Jn 20:19-21).
This is the greeting of Christ victorious, the Risen Christ.
Brothers, sisters, Pasqua , [Italian word for Easter] signifies “passage”.
This year above all, it is a blessed occasion to pass from the worldly
god to the Christian God, from the greed that we carry within us to
the charity that sets us free, from the expectation of a peace brought
by force to the commitment to bear real witness to the peace of Jesus.
Brothers and sisters, let us place ourselves before the Crucified One,
the wellspring of our peace, and ask him for peace of heart and
peace in the world.

–––––––––––––––
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In Loving Memory

ST. XAVIER POLAMARSETTY SJA
(11-07-1934 – 18-04-2022)
Sr.Xavier nee Ratna Mary was born on 15-08-1935 in Narava,
Visakhaptnam Dist, Andhra Pradesh. She lost her mother 3 days
after her birth. She was brought up by her grandmother .At the age
of 4 ½ years she was admitted in St.Joseph’s Boarding School ,
Salur and up to Std VIII she did her studies in St.Theresa’s School
Salur and 9th Std. in the Municipal High School Vizag. She completed
her Higher grade Teacher’s Training from Phirangipuram. She wanted
to join the sisters of St.Ann Phirangipuram but Bishop Baud of Vizag
intervened and directed her to the Srs of St.Joseph of Annecy, India.
Thus she entered the Novitiate on 29-01-1955 and made her first
profession on 17-04-1957.She was given the name Sr.Xavier. She
made her Final profession on17-01-1967. She was in Waltair, Salur,
Kakinada, Araku ,Parvathipuram , S.kota, Bobbili , Jokalandi. In the
year 2012, Sister was transferred to St. Joseph’s Hospital
True to her patron, Sr. Xavier is a zealous missionary and excellent
teacher. During her professional career as a teacher, she has drawn
many poor students to the School, invented many methods of
teaching and educating them. Creativity was the hallmark for which
she won the National Award for the Best Teacher. Parallel to her
secular teaching, went the religious instructions confirming the faith
of the children. During her holidays she toured to the villages
catechizing the faithful. In addition to that she devoted rest of her
life in catechising the villages. Though retired from her teaching
career she has not retired from her services to the poor and the
needy. 2012 onward sister spend her life in Mary Land hospital and
breathed last on 18th April 2022.
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1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
6
7
8
11
14
14
15
17
17
18
21
24
26
26
28
31

Ordination
Ordination
Ordination
Ordination
Ordination
Ordination
Ordination
Ordination
Birthday
Ordination
Birthday
Ordination
Ordination
Feast Day
Feast Day
Ordination
Ordination
Birthday
Ordination
Birthday
Birthday
Ordination
Birthday
Birthday

Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day

ORDINATION DAY (5th)
Fr. Joseph Prabhakar Pathivada, Fr. Joseph Bandanadam, Fr. Jesudas
Mycherla, Fr. Lourdaiah Marneni, Fr. Agnel Ravindra Kumar Eagala, Fr.
Showri Babu Sanaboyina, Fr. Stephen Gorantla, Fr. Balashowry Saragadam,
Fr. Elias Pasala, Fr. Ratnakumar Polamarasetty, Fr. Anthayya Killada, Fr.
Yugal Kumar Pasupuleti, Fr. Arlaiah Pasala, Fr. Varghese Kalapurakudiyil,
Fr. Velangini Suman Pradeep Arinana, Fr. Poondi Vara Prasad Raparthi, Fr.
Mariadas Chintada, Fr. Jaya Raju Kona, Fr. Premkumar Boni, Fr. Jaya Raju
Dondaparthi, Fr. Suresh Chilikoti, Fr. Raju Gongada, Fr. V. Francis, Fr.
Rajendra, Fr. S. Anthony, Fr. K. Simon.

Hearty Congratulations & Many Happy Returns of the Day

To you, Dear Fathers
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NECHROLOGY
“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.
05-05-1961
05-05-1980
05-05-2003
06-05-2005
07-05-2016
12-05-1976
12-05-2021
12-05-1986
14-05-1932
18-05-1849
21-05-1863
22-05-1991
23-05-1998
24-05-2013
25-05-1972
26-05-1999
27-05-2005
28-05-1908
28-05-1930
28-05-2005
29-05-1962
31-05-1951

Fr. Jean Marie Reydet msfs, 29 years, died at Kamptee
Fr. Mathai Mathew Mappillakunnel msfs, 60 years, died at Kakinada
Fr. Jose Kuttikatt, 56 years, died at Irrinjalakuda, Kerala.
Fr. Jacob Puthiaparambil msfs, 93 years, died at Vizag
Fr. Zacharias Kochupura, 75 years, died at Vizag
Bro. Jose Chirackal msfs, 40 years, died at Vizag
Fr. V.V.Prasad, 71 years, died at Badangi
Fr. Joseph Marie Meynet msfs, 76 years, died at Thonon, France
Fr. Joseph Vittoz msfs, 57 years, died at Annecy
Fr. Marie Govard msfs, 28 years, died at Samalkot
Fr. Jean Jacques Delavenay msfs, 42 years, died at Yanam
Bro. Ouseph Adapur msfs, 64 years, died at Vizag
Bro. Joseph Kallampally msfs, 66 years, died at Vizag
Fr. John Kunnappaly, 83 years, died at Vizag
Fr. Lazarus Mariadas, 77 years, died at Prathipadu
Fr. Charles Grange msfs, 79
years, died at Thonon
Fr. Felix Abraham SJ, 54 years, died at Madurai, Kerala
Fr. Etienne Peroine msfs, 28 years, died at Vizag
Bro. Maria Joseph Vivegam msfs, 29 years, died at Vizag
Fr. George Pullat msfs, 66 years, died at Vadakumcherry (Trichur), Kerala
Fr. Edward de Rosario, 59 years, died at Bhimili
Fr. Victor Dematraz msfs, 75 years, died at Vizag.
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