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The Pastor Speaks …..
The journey (s) of the Holy Family and
Church journeying together…!
The New Year just about to commence tells us of
the progress of time and tells us human beings that
the journey is crossing one more mile stone. And
the journey continues till the point of departure
occasioned by the inevitable death to come. Meanwhile the journey of
life has to continue not just mechanically drifting along the current, but
with deliberate and personal involvement guided by a vision and a goal
to reach. For us Christian believers it is God and His Incarnate Son,
Jesus Christ who direct and guide us. How do we listen and how we
understand this God who keeps revealing Himself and His plan for our
life? In the Christmas season it is the members of the holy Family,
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph who are in the focus. I want to reflect along
with you on the "journey" of Mary and Joseph and the Child Jesus. We
should also see the meaning of the journey of the Church and the theme
of the Synod - 2021-2023: Journeying together in Communion,
Participation, and Mission.

1. The journey with a given call and mission: The journeys of
the Holy Family are journeys of faith. In the course of their journey they
were guided and directed by the Word coming from God. During the
one long journey there were several journeys for a specific purpose,
and to a specific place and at specific time. The first journey mentioned
is that of our Blessed Mother who went "in haste to the hill country" to
visit her relative, Elizabeth. It was a journey "in order to be there for
Elizabeth" who in her old age conceived and was six months pregnant.
The journey and the visit with Elizabeth was an act of faith and an act of
charity. It is an act of faith in the first place as it was a response to God's
plan, believing and obeying Him. Our Blessed Mother undertakes this
journey responding to the needy situation of Elizabeth and Zachariah
which was also revealed by God through the Angel Gabriel. The Holy
Spirit overshadowing our Blessed Mother led her to take up this journey
and the same Holy Spirit inspires Elizabeth to recognize in faith the
truth. She was joyful in encountering the "Mother of God": "Why is this
granted me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me" (Lk 1: 43).
We can also see how this visit to Elizabeth was also to make known to
others that the time of the fulfillment of the promise of the Messiah has
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come! The household of Zachariah and Elizabeth, their neighbors and
kinsfolk present on the occasion of the circumcision of the John the
Baptist are also told of God's plan for the redemption of Israel. The presence
of Our Blessed Mother carrying in her womb the "Son of God" and the
birth of John the Baptist as the precursor were events of God's revelation:
"And you child, will be called the prophet of the Most High and will go
before the Lord to prepare his way". "And you child will be called the
prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his
ways" (Lk 1:76).

2. Journey to Bethlehem and the birth of Jesus Christ: This
is the second journey mentioned in the infancy narratives is about Mary
and Joseph going to Bethlehem to register their names in obedience to
the decree of Caesar Augustus, the emperor. There is also the faith
and obedience of Joseph, Mary's chaste spouse. He listened to God's
revelation through the angel and he accepted Mary betrothed to him,
understanding very well the "child to be born of Mary is child conceived
by the power of the Holy Spirit. By accepting God's plan, he gives the
child born of Mary, legitimacy to be born in the house of David to which
he belonged. From then on, Mary and Joseph journeyed together! Their
journey to Bethlehem led to the birth of Jesus in a manger at Bethlehem:
"the Son of the Most High" and "Son of God!" Revelation about the
child born of Mary is given to the shepherds, to the wise men from the
East, and even to Herod. Shepherds and the wise men from the East
come and visit - again a journey with a purpose! They came, they saw,
they paid homage, and they went back rejoicing. Bethlehem is blessed
and the people are blessed with the joy of seeing "the king who is born
of Mary." Mary and Joseph have to understand by listening to what God
is saying through the shepherds and the magi. It is said, we know,
"Mary kept all this in her heart and pondered."

3. The journey to Egypt and the journey from Egypt to Nazareth:
The journey (flight) to Egypt and from Egypt to Nazareth was urgent to
escape from the homicide planned by Herod to destroy the "new born
King." Within a short span of time the Holy family is again on a journey,
certainly a difficult one but under the direction of God was a necessary
journey. All the while, we should see, there is the unfolding of the
consequences of the "Word becoming flesh," "God becoming human
being". "Not everyone and not everything is welcoming and favorable
towards the "Newborn King." Interwoven in the infancy narrative is the
journey of the Holy Family to Jerusalem for the "rites of purification"
and the prophetic words of Simeon, "revelation" of the truth regarding
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the child born of Mary: "A light for revelaton to the Gentiles and for glory
to your people Israel" (Lk 2: 32). Again here through Simeon and Anna,
the birth of Messiah is proclaimed to more people. The culmination of
the infancy narratives is the journey of the Holy Family to Jerusalem for
the Passover feast and Jesus is proclaimed to the learned Jews, the
"Messaiah" For Joseph and Mary it was a "double journey." They are told
something more of this child of twelve years, "busy with His Father's Work."
4. Like our Blessed Mother and Joseph we have to see how God
keeps disclosing His will and His plan, instructing and directing,
guiding and protecting those who are called and entrusted with a
mission. Concern for the living Church on its onward journey is one of
the main reasons in calling for the Synod - 2021-2023. Holy Father,
Pope Francis and his initiatives during his pontificate have been regarding
the day to day life in the Church. As the head of the Catholic Church, the
Holy Father is concerned with the wellbeing of all the sections of the
Church: bishops, priests, religious, and the lay faithful: administration of
the temporal goods of the Church, he speaks of the discipline of the
clergy and religious, families, youth, the people on the peripheries,
connecting always to the mission of the Church regarding all these
concerns. Our pope also makes use of every occasion possible to speak
on issues which are not religious in nature our planet earth, climate
changes, economic policies of the nations, issues related to migration
and migrants, poverty, etc, always appealing to the leaders of nations to
address these matters with humane and humanitarian outlook! Even in
these matters, the Holy Father speaks as a Christian leader and assures
the world nations that the Church will always do her part as part of the
God-given mission entrusted to the Church. It is in this larger scenario
we have to see how the Holy Father is inviting the Church to look at her
internal life and at her missionary endeavors. If the Church has to be a
living, effective and relevant presence as the "Universal Sacrament of
Salvation" in the world, a periodical review and re-orienting is necessary.
How is the church seen by the faithful inside the Church and how do the
people outside the Christian fold see and experience the Church?
Internally, the policies, activities, relationships among different sections
of people in the Church have to be in certain order but, are they like
that? And this exercise has to be guided by a vision that is also periodically
reviewed and evaluated. Synod 2021-2023 is an opportunity for this
exercise, to speak, to listen, and to act! "The history of the Church bears
ample witness to the importance of consultation for ascertaining the
views of the Bishops and the faithful in matters pertaining to the good of
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the Church. Hence, even in the preparation of the Synodal Assemblies, it
is very important that consultation of all the particular Churches be given
special attention."(Episcopalis Communio, Apstolic Constitution, no.7)

5. Synod 2021-2023 as a concern for the Church: Communion,
Participation, and Mission, is being proposed as the vision of the Synod
- 2021-2023! The response to this invitation has to be, both individual
and communitarian. Listening to what the Spirit is saying to the church
about her life and mission. Church should try to look towards the future.
Participation in the Synodal process is the way to express our concern
for the Church. This call of the Synod and the Synodal process are also
to help the Church to truthfully and critically look at the situation in the
Church. The crucial point here is to see whether or not the local Church
in the given country or continent, ecclesiastical region, and dioceses is
truly a community of believers, journeying together. The life in the church
should be what "God wants it to be and the way God wants it to be
engaged in doing what He wants. It is true that not everything is hopeless
and bad in the present Church! But, it would not be also true to think or
say that "nothing is wrong!" Church is on her journey in history and so it
is appropriate to know how this journey is going on, Church is holy and
sinful! May Mother Mary, the Mother of the Church, whose Divine
Motherhood we celebrate on the first day of the New Year, 2022,
accompany the Church on her journey, listening and responding to what
the Spirit is saying to the Churches!"
"To the Angel of the Church in Ephesus write: The words of him who
holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven
golden lampstands. " 'I know your works, your toil and your patient
endurance, and how you cannot bear evil men but have tested those
who call themselves apostles but are not, and found them to be false: I
know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake,
and you have not grown weary. But I have this against you,that you have
abandoned the love you had at first. Remember then from what you
have fallen, repent and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to
you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. He
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him
who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise
of God." (Rev. 2: 1-7).
† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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ENGAGEMENTS
January -2022
04th Kagaam Village, Utteravalli Parish, Mass at 10.30 a.m.
05th Platinum & Golden Jubilee of Sisters of St. Joseph of Annecy Mass at 5.30 p.m.
06th 1st Anniversary of the Church, Gollaprolu Parish, Mass at 10.00 a.m.
07th - 08th Jyothirmai Meetings at Hydearabad
09th Confirmations, Anakapalli Parish, Mass at 9.00 a.m.
10th Renovated Church Blessing, Bobbili Parish, Mass at 10.00 a.m.
11th Silver Jubilee of Priestly Ordination,
Fr. Varghese OMI, Chintalavalasa, Mass at 5.30 p.m
12th Monthly Recollection for Clergy, Pastoral Centre, at 9.30 a.m - 1.00 p.m.
13th Infant Jesus Feast, Kottakota Parish Mass at 10.30 a.m.
14th Feast Day, Servant of God Br. Joseph Thambi, Pedda Autapalli Mass at 7.00 a.m
Feast Day, Seethammadhara Parish, Mass at 5.30 p.m.
16th Feast Day, Pachipenta Parish, Mass at 5.30 p.m.
17th -18th C.B.C.I. Office for Health Care, Delhi
19th Feast Day, Sithanagaram Parish, Mass at 10.30 a.m.
20th Feast Day, Marriveedu Parish, Mass at 4.00 p.m.
22nd Renovated Church Blessing, L.Kota Parish Mass at 10.30 a.m.
23rd Feast Day, Chinna Waltair, Mass at 6.00 p.m .
24th Feast Day, Manapuram Parish, Mass at 10.30 a.m.
25th Silver Jubilee of Priestly Ordination, Fr. Bonela Anthony MSFS, Mass at 5 p.m
26th Feast Day, Muralinagar Parish, Mass at 6.30 p.m.
27th Patha Reddipalem, Guntur, Mass at 9.30 a.m.
February - 2022
05th Padayatra, Kondadabalu Feast
06th Feast Day, Kondadabalu Parish, Mass at 9.30 a.m .
Confirmations, Ukkunagaram, Madinabad, Mass at 5.30 p.m
09th Feast Day, Anakapalli Parish, Mass at 5.30 p.m .
10th Feast Day, Uttaravall Parish, Mass at 6.00 p.m.
11th Feast Day, Prattipadu Parish, Mass at 3.00 p.m.
12th Priestly Ordination, Thorredu Parish, Mass at 9.30 a.m.
Feast & Inauguration of Tower, Boddepalli Parish Mass at 5.30 p.m
13th Mudu Peetikala Pandaga, St. Peter's Catherdral, Gnanapuram Parish,
Mass at 6.30 a.m .
20th Feast Day, Rajamundry Parish, Mass at 5.00 p.m.
22nd - 25th TCBC, Meetings, Hyderabad
26th Profession, Adoration Monastery, Mass at 10.30 a.m.
† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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COMMUNICATIONS
1. Recollection for the pastoral clergy will be on 12th January,
2022 at Pastoral Centre from 9.30 a.m to 1.30 p.m. All the priests
are expected to come for the recollection without fail.
2. In the month of January we have the Prayer Christian unity from
18th January to 25th January. In December issue you will find
the text for this prayer for Christian unity. Kindly make use of
the material to pray for this unity among Christians. At least
once in that week each parish priest should try to organise prayers
along with Christian brethren of other churches in the area.
3. In view of huge medical and hospital bills, our Archdiocese has
decided to make "group insurance policy" for all the Diocesan
Priests up to sixty years of age. The coverage is good and
anyone who is admitted in a hospital for one day / 24 hours or
more, can claim the insurance. Soon the ID cards for each priest
will be given and the policy comes into effect from the first week
of January, 2022. Some guidelines will be provided and your
cooperation is very much needed. Instructions will be given about
the procedures to be followed and how the 'Office of the
procurator" will be coordinating. Hoping that this Insurance policy
will benefit the archdiocese and counting on your cooperation
the archdiocese has decided to go ahead with this group
insurance. The archdiocese will be paying the annual amount
to the insurance company for the total number in the group, that
is, all those who are below sixty years of age. All that is expected
from the priests who are in the list that they report on time when
admitted and make claims in the name of the archdiocese. All
should give the details of the aadhar card to Fr. Procurator.
(Please bring your Aadhar Card and PAN card when you come
for Recollection on 12th January 2022).
4. Jyothirmai Sunday will be celebrated on Last Sunday, 30 th
January. Parish priests should make necessary announcements
in this regard and observe the Sunday with the theme suggested.
The Scripture readings will be of the particular Sunday. In the
backdrop of the Synodal process that is in progress in the Church
and in our archdiocese, the theme of communion, participation
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and mission could be touched with the focus on "participation"
in the life and mission of the Church.
5. For fixing the dates with the archbishop for Mass or any event in
the parishes or institutions, especially if a particular date is
preferred, priests and religious should approach as early as
possible. One also should be prepared to adjust the dates or for
the alternative arrangements, like calling the Vicar General or
any other priest. To have a second celebration on the same day
is becoming more and more difficult because of the timings or
the distances of the places
6. I would like to remind you about the Annual Returns forms to be
duly filled and submitted to the office of the secretary at the
earliest possible. The data to be given is that of the calendar
year, 2021 and it is in continuation of the data submitted in the
previous year, 2020. Let us have the credit of submitting on time
and for this everyone has to be conscious that one should not
be cause for the delay. Fr. Kishore, the Secretary will be in touch
with you and all should cooperate with prompt response to
reminder as soon as possible. If some have not taken the forms
from the secretary's office, please contact the secretary to obtain
the same.

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET US PRAY
The Holy Father’s prayer intention:
For True Human Fraternity - We pray for all those suffering
from religious discrimination and persecution; may their own
rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being
brothers and sisters in the human family.
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PASTORAL CENTRE

News

1. City Youth Christmas Report
It was a day of spiritual nourishment and heartful preparations for
the youth of the Urban Deanery for the Christmas Season and
receiving the Lord worthily. On 19th December, we had City Youth
Christmas in Urban Deanery level at Kristu Jayanthi School,
Maharanipeta. The Program began on an auspicious note through
the Love and Grace of God with the Concelebrated Holy Eucharistic
Celebration by Rev.Fr. Suresh Babu MSFS, the Provincial Superior
of Visakhapatnam Province and other Priests.
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This year we had both Online and Offline competitions. Online
competitions were conducted in varied platforms of talent expression
like Elocution, Essay writing, Documentary and Photography
competitions reflecting the Synod 2021-23 theme.
Offline competitions were multifarious from physical literacy games
like Cricket, Talent expo like Group Singing, Team Dance (Christmas
theme), Tableaus (Jesus miracles) and Bible Quiz (Book of Genesis
and Catechism). There were around 400 Youth from city parishes
who participated very vibrantly in all the competitions.
The program was organized under the leadership of Fr. Arji Prakash,
the dynamic Youth Director of the Archdiocese. He planned the
program very meticulously with enough advance advertising and
motivating the Youth from all the Parishes to come forward through
the inspiration of their Parish Priests. While designing the Brochures
and the Rules and Regulations, he used creative techniques as
the Competitiions itself were highly challenging. The Competitions
(Both offline and online) were judged by a panel of Judges in a very
structured manner. The manner in which the Christmas Program
with competitions was organised was very wonderful as the Youth
Director with a lot of vision and forethought involed aroud 20 Mentors
drawn from the Religious Sisters, Vibrant Catholic Teachers from
parishes and these mentors handled the discipline and other aspects
during the Program.
Our supportive Archbishop, His Grace Rt Rev Mallavarapu Prakash
exhorted all the groups to make real spiritual preparation by making
a good confession and to prepare to receive the Lord in personal
way. His message to the Youth touches a chord in everyone's heart.
He also distributed the Prizes the Winners of the various events while
honoring the Mentors with mementoes as tokens of appreciation. Fr.
Prakash and the City Youth Leaders President, Fathima, Vice
President and others felicitated His Grace after cutting the Christmas
Cake. Finally I want to thank His Grace, Rev Mallavarapu Prakash
and the Archdiocese Youth Director, Fr. Arji Prakash and the Team
for making the City Youth Christmas a grand success. It was proved
that when God works, everything will work well.
Thank you.
Fathima Diocese Youth President
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2. Synodal Pilgrimage of Legion of Mary Members

As part of the synodal journey we the legionaries have opted for a
pilgrimage to Holy Land at Eluru. There were three buses with 110
members which started from Visakhapatnam on 11th December
night and reached early morning to Holy Land on Sunday, 12th.
Catechism Sisters who are looking after the shrine provided
accommodation to refresh. After breakfast we started the Holy Mass
in a synodal way. We all gathered at the entrance of the Holy Land
and with the introductory rites we proceeded and at various points
we stopped, explaining the significance of that place in the salvific
journey and reached the chapel inside where we completed the
Holy Eucharist. In the mass we explained about the concept of Synod
and the importance of journeying together. After lunch we visited
the Cathedral Church and Mutluru church. After dinner we started
our return journey and came back safely by the Grace of God and
Mama Mary.
P. J. Prakash
Visakha Regia President
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3. REPORT OF THE MINISTRY AT YELESWARAM
On 26th of November 2021 we, the Nirmala Sisters reached
Yeleswaram. The Parish priest Rev. Fr.Thomas Elavunkal extended
to us a warm welcome, gave us guidelines, instructions, and
introduced us to the persons in charge of the missions.
The different activities undertaken by us in the Parish.
The village entrusted to us for the pastoral ministry is Nirmala
Colony. The faithful of the mission were receptive, accommodative
and have given us a warm welcome to their houses. They are open
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minded and respectful of our presence among them. They are
simple, humble, God fearing and peace loving. Their attitude and
cooperation have made our mission more fruitful. Their presence
for church prayers and faith formation is poor. The initiation into
catechism and catechesis is poor. The majority of the Catholics
have gone into the other Christian denominations. They are poor
and daily labourers. The youth are illiterate and unemployment. The
children are reckless, free and without the parental control. The
mobile culture is prevalent among youth and children. The following
are the pastoral works that we have undertaken in the mission.
l
l

l
l

We visited around 76 families
We prepared 23 parishioners including adults for the sacrament
of Baptism.
For the sacrament of confession, for the Holy Communion and 5
for the marriage rectifications.
We conducted the Holy Rosary regularly in the families
We visited from 10 p.m. to 12 p.m. families, old and sick people,
prayed for them and their families
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l

l

We have taken catechism classes from 05.00 pm to 7.30 pm
regularly and submitted brief reports to the parish priest
We conducted awareness programmes on the importance of
the sacraments of Baptism, confessions and Holy Eucharistic.

On 21st of December 2021, we organized a devotional and beautiful
celebration of the sacraments in which the whole mission station
participated and prayed for all those who have received the
sacraments of Baptism, confession and Holy Communion. We
would like to thank God Almighty for his abundant graces that he
has showed on us, by which we could accompany and lead many
to his presence. We thank Fr. Thomas Elavunkal, the Parish Priest
and the pastoral center for the opportunity, above all for their love,
care and concern. We are grateful to Sr.Padmalatha the superior
of the community for the accommodation, which made our stay
pleasant and memorable. We are indebted to everyone who
assisted us. God bless us all.
Sr's Joshma and Jeevana Jyothi (MSI).

4. Report of the ministry - Sisters of St. Ann's of Luzern
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Prayerful wishes to one and all. Since sisters, Easther and Jyothi
Nayak, St. Ann's of Luzern were asked to continue our mission in
the parish of Mandapeta, we received blessing from Fr. Rathnakar
the Parish priest and proceeded to the villages which were allotted
for us. We praise the Almighty father for being merciful to us during
our ministry in the villages.

Activities
Every evening people were available, so it was easy for us to prepare
the sacraments of Holy Communion, Rectification of Marriage and
Baptism.We not only visited the catholic families but also, noncatholic and non-Christian too.We conducted the vocal test and
cultural program for the children.
We prayed all the houses wherever we went in.We visited the
villages namely Kothapetta, Kothapalli, Kapileswarpuram, Valluru
and Tamrettipalli.
9 am to 1 pm House Visiting
5 pm to 8 pm Teaching Catechism
8 pm to 9 pm Rosary & Explained the Word of God.
House visiting: 152
Baptism: 15.
Holy Communion: 47
Rectification of marriage: 02

Experiences :
Praying with the people was a great experience of God within and
without and they were so free with us and thus it was a lesson for us.

Gratitude
As an attitude of gratitude we praise the Almighty and thank Fr. Arji
Prakash for having given us the opportunity to repeat our mission
one more month. We salute Fr.Ratnakar the Parish Priest for having
given us the free choices for our mission so it helped our ministry
to be done fruitfully and thus we learned to be more faithful than
successful and therefore our words may mach our deeds so we
thank one and all for the parish of Mandapeta.
So let us help one another by praying for each other. We wish you
a very happy and peace filled New year.
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5. Report of the ministry at Thallarevu and Aruku:

"Whatever is done to the least of these, it is done to me"
Believing in the above words we Sisters Padma and Archana are
happy to express gratitude fulfilling our ministry In Christ The King
Parish at Aruku.
With the one welcome of Fr Yesudas We began God's work with
much enthusiasm and eagerness.

Activities:
Visit to the families every day.
Preparing children And adults to receive Sacraments like Baptism,
First Holy communion. Confession, Confirmation and marriage
certification.
We had conducted medical camp and distributed rations and clothes
in Tikillibedda village, Araku District. We had done this with the
generous contribution from Sisters of St.Joseph Hospital Maryland
(Dr. Sr. Suguna & Sr. Shobha and the team), St. Joseph College
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for Women, Gnanapuram (Sr. Shyji, Sr. Mary, Sr Nancy, Ms. Ramani
Dhanaraj and Four Hostellers) and other good samaritans like Mrs.
Jacquline Joseph. May the good Lord Bless us all.

6. Synodal Conference at St. Ann's College for Women,
Malkapuram:
We attended a conference held at St. Ann's College for women,
Malkapuramon 11th December and gave a seminar on Synod and
Synodality. There were around 200 Catholic Students who attended
this conference. We began with a Power Point Presentation on
basics of Synod explaining about name and nature of the synod,
its characteristics, need and about the logo. Then we devided them
into groups and all students actively participated in sharing of their
opinion about the three questions that we have asked them namely;
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1.
2.
3.

What are the best practices to journey together?
What are your concerns regarding Church?
What is your dream Church?

We ended the Seminar with the celebration of Semi-Christmas
along with Jesus Youth, in which His Grace Mallavarapu Prakash,
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam took part and gave a very valuable
message on how and why we need to celebrate Christmas. The
cultural programs were awesome and blissful.

7. YouTube live telecast of Novena of Hill Chapel:
It was immense joy to serve at the Hill Chapel feast through our
Visakhavani YouTube channel for all Nine Days. We covered all
the masses of the nine days at the Grotto, thanks to Fr. Kondala
Joseph and His Co-priests who gave permission to do this media
ministry for the feast. We did the Wi-Fi wiring from Office to Grotto
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and made the Wi-Fi accessible which made our task easy to give
live telecast (Thanks to Mr. Jagadhish (who Sponsored for Fibrewiring) and Maharanipeta Youth who took trouble to do this Fibrewiring). It was wonderful service that many appreciated and daily
not less than 500 people have watched the streaming. And on the
feast day it was Divyavani Live we gave starting from morning 6
AM to Evening 6 PM

Humble request to all the deans:
1. Please elect one young parish priest as youth co-ordinator of
the deanary to activate youth programs at deanary level.
2. Please arrange annual catechists meeting at your deanary
level. (Jyothirmai socity would sponsor for their meals)

CONFIRMATIONS AT CHRIST THE KING CHURCH, ARAKU:
It was on 19th Nov. at 9.00 a.m Most Rev Mallavarapu Prakash,
the Archbishop of Visakhapatnam has administered the Sacrament
of Confirmation to 140 candidates. The Archbishop who officiated
the celebration of the Holy Mass gave nice reflections in the form
of catechisis on the importance of the Sacrament of Confirmation
which edified the entire congregation. After the Eucharistic
Celebration there was a felicitation to our Archbishop by the people.
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It was indeed a colourful
day for Christ The King
Church, Araku Parish.
Fr. M. Jesudas,
Parish priest

Blessing of Divya Deevenala Mandapamat at
Tagarapuvalasa Village, Bheemili Parish
Bhimili is an age old parish established by
foreign missionaries almost 300 years ago.
Archeological monumental cemetery with
tombs of French & Dutch priest's tombs stand
as an example of this age old mission station.
Cemetry is on sea shore known as Dutch
cemetery taken over by Government
archeological department. Thagarapuvasa is
one main substation on the high way between
Visakhapatnam and vizianagaram. This
substation is established for the jute Mill
workers of Chittivalasa ( old name ). Many
Catholic workers came from Gnanapuram
and from S. Kota side. Due to the spiritual
need of these people fr. George Koovackle
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has constructed a church 30 years
ago. To celebrate this event with a
monumental construction fr Prathap
sarisa parish priest of Bhimili with the
support of parish people has built a
three storied Mandapam which is
named as Divya Deevenala
mandapam.
Most
Rev.
Dr.
Mallavarapu Prakash the Archbishop
of Visakhapatnam has accepted the
invitation of the concerned and
inaugurated this Mandapam on
12.12.2021. With great joy the people of Thagarapuvasa town and
Bhimili parish have received His grace around 5pm on 12.12.2021
at the outskirts of town with joyful band sounds of St Ann's high
school children. With a smiling note archbishop has received the
invitation and reached the Mandapam by brisk walk. Archbishop
has invited the gathering with a welcome note ; blessed the
Mandapam and inaugurated it. People expressed their great joy.
His Grace has offered a Holy Mass for the people with a message
of right & meaningful preparation for Christmas. His Grace in his
final message has also appreciated the parish priest and the people
for the good work of Divya Deevenala mandapam with the statues
of Mary help of Christians ; Divya Balayesu; and Blessing Jesus.
He said that it stands as a memorial of 30 years of church and a
blessing to all the people who go by that way. Parish priest thanked
His grace for his presence. And expressed his gratitude to Sisters of
St Ann ( Bhimili) and to all parishners for their support.The whole
program ended with joyful cultural items and a meal all togezther.
Thanks be to God.
Fr. Prathap Sarisa
Parish Priest, Bheemunipatnam.
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URBI ET ORBI" MESSAGE
OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
CHRISTMAS 2021 - Saturday, 25 December 2021

Dear brothers and sisters, Happy Christmas!
The Word of God, who created the
world and who gives meaning to history
and to humanity's journey, became
flesh and came to dwell among us. He
came like a whisper, like the murmur of
a gentle breeze, to fill with wonder the
heart of every man and woman who is
open to this mystery.
The Word became flesh in order to dialogue with us. God does not
desire to carry on a monologue, but a dialogue. For God himself,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is dialogue, an eternal and infinite
communion of love and life. By the coming of Jesus, the Person of
the Word made flesh, into our world, God showed us the way of
encounter and dialogue. Indeed, he made that way incarnate in
himself, so that we might know it and follow it, in trust and hope.
Sisters and brothers, "what would our world be like without the
patient dialogue of the many generous persons who keep families
and communities together?" (Fratelli Tutti, 198). In this time of
pandemic, we have come to realize this more and more. Our capacity
for social relationships is sorely tried; there is a growing tendency
to withdraw, to do it all by ourselves, to stop making an effort to
encounter others and do things together. On the international level
too, there is the risk of avoiding dialogue, the risk that this complex
crisis will lead to taking shortcuts rather than setting out on the
longer paths of dialogue. Yet only those paths can lead to the
resolution of conflicts and to lasting benefits for all.
Indeed, even as the message of the birth of the Saviour, the source
of true peace, resounds in our hearts and in the whole world, we
continue to witness a great number of conflicts, crises and
disagreements. These never seem to end; by now we hardly even
notice them. We have become so used to them that immense
tragedies are now being passed over in silence; we risk not hearing
the cry of pain and distress of so many of our brothers and sisters.
Let us think of the people of Syria, who for more than a decade
have experienced a war that has resulted in many victims and an
untold number of displaced persons. Let us look to Iraq, which still
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struggles to recover from a lengthy conflict. Let us listen to the cry of
children arising from Yemen, where an enormous tragedy, overlooked
by everyone, has silently gone on for years, causing deaths every day.
Let us recall, too, the continuing tensions between Israelis and
Palestinians that drag on without a resolution, with ever more serious
social and political consequences. Nor should we forget Bethlehem,
the place of Jesus' birth, which is experiencing hardship also from
the economic repercussions of the pandemic, preventing pilgrims
from visiting the Holy Land and adversely affecting the life of the
people. Let us think of Lebanon, which is undergoing an
unprecedented crisis, accompanied by very troubling economic and
social conditions.
Yet, in the heart of the night, look! The sign of hope! Today, "the Love
that moves the sun and the other stars" (Paradiso, XXXIII, 145), as
Dante says, became flesh. He came in human form, he shared in
our plight and he broke down the wall of our indifference. In the
cold of the night, he stretches out his tiny arms towards us: he is in
need of everything, yet he comes to give us everything. Let us ask
him for the strength to be open to dialogue. On this festive day, let
us implore him to stir up in the hearts of everyone a yearning for
reconciliation and fraternity. Let us now turn to him in prayer.
Baby Jesus, grant peace and concord to the Middle East and the
whole world. Sustain all those who provide humanitarian aid to
peoples forced to flee from their homelands; comfort the Afghan
people, who for more than forty years have been sorely tested by
conflicts that have driven many to leave the country.
King of all peoples, help political authorities bring peace to societies
roiled by tension and conflict. Sustain the people of Myanmar, where
intolerance and violence not infrequently target the Christian
community and its places of worship, clouding the peaceful
countenance of that people.
Be a source of light and support for all those who believe in and
strive, despite all obstacles, to advance encounter and dialogue. In
Ukraine, prevent fresh outbreaks of a long-festering conflict.
Prince of Peace, help Ethiopia to find once again the path of
reconciliation and peace through a forthright encounter that places
the needs of the people above all else. Listen to the plea of those
living in the Sahel region, who experience the violence of international
terrorism. Turn your gaze to the peoples of the countries of North
Africa, tormented by divisions, unemployment and economic
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inequality. Alleviate the pain of our many brothers and sisters who
suffer from internal conflicts in Sudan and South Sudan.
Grant that, through dialogue, mutual respect and recognition of the
rights and cultural values of every human being, the values of
solidarity, reconciliation and peaceful coexistence may prevail in
the hearts of the peoples of the Americas.
Son of God, comfort the victims of violence against women, which
has increased in this time of pandemic. Offer hope to young children
and adolescents suffering from bullying and abuse. Show
consolation and warmth to the elderly, especially those who feel
most alone. Give serenity and unity to families, the first educators
of their children and the basis of the fabric of society.
God-with-us, grant health to the infirm and inspire all men and
women of good will to seek the best ways possible to overcome
the current health crisis and its effects. Open hearts to ensure that
necessary medical care - and vaccines in particular - are provided
to those peoples who need them most. Repay those who generously
devote themselves to caring for family members, the sick and the
most vulnerable in our midst.
Child of Bethlehem, grant that the many military and civilian
prisoners of war and recent conflicts, and all those imprisoned for
political reasons, may soon return home. Do not leave us indifferent
before the tragic situation of migrants, displaced persons and
refugees. Their eyes beg us not to look the other way, ignoring our
common humanity, but instead to make their stories our own and
to be mindful of their plight.
Eternal Word become flesh, make us attentive to our common home,
which is suffering from the carelessness with which we so often treat
it. Inspire political leaders to reach effective agreements, so that future
generations can live in an environment respectful of life.
Dear brothers and sisters, amid all the many problems of our time,
hope prevails, "for to us a child is born" (Is 9:6). He is the word of
God, who became an infant, capable only of crying, and in need of
help for everything. He wished to learn how to speak, like every
other child, so that we might learn to listen to God, our Father, to
listen to one another and to dialogue as brothers and sisters.
O Christ, born for our sake, teach us to walk beside you on the
paths of peace.

Happy Christmas to all !
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THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2022
We saw the star in the East, and we came to worship him (Mt 2:2)
Jointly prepared and published by Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian
Unity Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches.

Forwarded by CCBI Commission for Ecumenism
BIBLICAL TEXT FOR 2022 Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where
the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for
so it has been written by the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you
shall come a ruler who is to shepherdmy people Israel.’” Then Herod
secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him,
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they
had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped,they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road.
INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME FOR THE YEAR, 2022
We saw the star in the East, and we came to worship him (Mt 2:2)
According to the Gospel of Matthew (2:1-12), the appearance of the
star in the sky of Judea represents a long-awaited sign of hope, that
leads the Magi, and indeed all peoples of the earth, to the place where
the true king and Saviour is revealed. This star is a gift, an indication of
God’s loving presence for all humanity. To the Magi it was a sign that a
king was born. With its rays, it leads humanity towards a greater light,
Jesus, the new light who enlightens every person and who leads us into
the glory of the Father and the splendour of his radiance. Jesus is the
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light who has come into our darkness when, by the Holy Spirit, he was
incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became human. Jesus is the light
who went even further into the darkness of the world when for our
sake and for our salvation, he emptied himself and became obedient
unto death. He did this to light our way to the Father, so that we might
come to know the Father and know the love he has for us, who gave
his only Son for us, so that believing in him we might not perish but
have eternal life. The Magi saw the star and followed it. Traditionally
commentators have seen in the figures of the Magi a symbol of the
diversity of peoples known at that time, and a sign of the universality of
the divine call which appears in the light of the star shining from the
east. They also see in the Magi’s eager search for the new-born king,
all humanity’s hunger for truth, for goodness and for beauty. Humanity
has been longing for God since the beginning of creation in order to
give him homage. The star appeared as the divine child was born in
the fullness of time. It heralded God’s long-awaited act of salvation
which begins in the mystery of the incarnation. The Magi reveal to us
the unity of all nations desired by God. They travel from far-off countries,
and represent diverse cultures, yet they are driven by the same hunger
to see and know the new-born king, and are gathered into the little
house in Bethlehem in the simple act of giving homage and offering
gifts. Christians are called to be a sign to the world of God bringing
about this unity that he desires. Drawn from different cultures, races
and languages, Christians share in a common search for Christ and a
common desire to worship him. The mission of the Christian people,
therefore, is to be a sign like the star, to guide humanity in its hunger
for God, to lead all to Christ, and to be the means by which God is
bringing about the unity of all peoples. Part of the Magi’s act of homage
is to open their treasures, to offer their gifts, which from Christian
antiquity, have been understood as signs of different aspects of Christ’s
identity: gold for his royalty; incense for his divinity; and myrrh
foreshadowing his death. The diverse gifts, therefore, provide us with
an image of the particular insights that different Christian traditions
have into the person and work of Jesus. When Christians gather
together and open their treasures and their hearts in homage to Christ,
all are enriched as the gifts of these insights are shared. The star rose
in the east (Mt 2:2). It is from the east that the sun rises, and from what
is called the Middle East that salvation appeared by the mercy of our
God who blessed us with the dawn from on high (Lk 1:78). But the
history of the Middle East was, and still is, characterized by conflict
and strife, tainted with blood and darkened by injustice and oppression.
Most recently, since the Palestinian Nakba (the exodus of Palestine’s
Arab population during the 1948 war) the region has seen a series of
bloody wars and revolutions and the rise of religious extremism. The
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story of the Magi also contains many dark elements, most particularly
Herod’s despotic orders to massacre all the children around Bethlehem
who were less than two years old (Mt 2:16-18). The cruelty of these
narratives resonates with the long history and difficult present of the
Middle East. It was in the Middle East that the Word of God took root
and bore fruit: thirty and sixty and one hundredfold. And from this east
that the apostles set out to preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth
(Acts 1:8). The Middle East gave thousands of Christian witnesses and
thousands of Christian martyrs. And yet now, the very existence of the
small Christian community is threatened as many are driven to seek a
more secure and serene life elsewhere. Like the light which is the child
Jesus, the light of Middle Eastern Christianity is increasingly threatened
in these difficult times. Jerusalem is a powerful symbol for Christians
because it is the city of peace where all humanity was saved and
redeemed. But today peace is missing from the city. Various parties
stake their claim to it and disregard others. Even prayer in Jerusalem
has become subject to political and military measures. Jerusalem was
the city of kings, indeed the city that Jesus will enter triumphantly,
acclaimed as king (Lk 19:28-44). Naturally the Magi expected to find
the new born king revealed by the star in this royal city. However, the
narrative tells us that, rather than being blessed by the birth of the Saviour
king, the whole of Jerusalem was in tumult, much as it is today. Today,
more than ever, the Middle East needs a heavenly light to accompany
its people. The star of Bethlehem is a sign that God walks with his
people, feels their pain, hears their cries, and shows them compassion.
It reassures us that though circumstances change and terrible disasters
may happen, God’s faithfulness is unfailing. The Lord neither slumbers
nor sleeps. He walks beside his people and brings them back when
they are lost or in danger. The journey of faith is this walking with God
who always watches over his people and who guides us in the complex
paths of history and life. For this Week of Prayer, the Christians of the
Middle East chose the theme of the star that rose in the east for a
number of reasons. While many Western Christians celebrate
Christmas, the more ancient feast, and still the principal feast of many
Eastern Christians, is the epiphany when God’s salvation is revealed to
the nations in Bethlehem and at the Jordan. This focus on the theophany
(the manifestation) is, in a sense, a treasure which Christians of the
Middle East can offer to their brothers and sisters around the world.
The star leads the Magi through the tumult of Jerusalem where Herod
plots the murder of innocent life. Still today, and in various parts of the
world, innocents suffer violence and the threat of violence, and young
families flee tyrants such as Herod and Augustus. In this context people
look for a sign that God is with them. They seek the new-born king, the
king of gentleness, peace and love. But where is the star that leads the
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way to Him? It is the mission of the Church to be the star that lights the
way to Christ who is the light of the world. By being such a star, the
Church becomes a sign of hope in a world of troubles and a sign of
God’s presence with his people, accompanying them through the
difficulties of life. By word and through action Christians are called to
light the way so that Christ might be revealed, once again, to the nations.
But the divisions between us dim the light of Christian witness and
obscure the way, preventing others from finding their way to Christ.
Conversely, Christians united in their worship of Christ, and opening
their treasures in an exchange of gifts, become a sign of the unity that
God desires for all of his creation. The Christians of the Middle East
offer these resources for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity conscious
that the world shares many of the travails and difficulties that they
experience, and yearns for a light to lead the way to the Saviour who
can overcome darkness. The COVID-19 global pandemic, the ensuing
economic crisis, and the failure of political, economic and social
structures to protect the weakest and most vulnerable, have underlined
the global need for a light to shine in the darkness. The star that shone
in the east, the Middle East, two thousand years ago still calls us to the
manger, to where Christ is born. It draws us to where the Spirit of God is
alive and active, to the reality of our baptism, and to the transformation
of our hearts. After encountering the Saviour and worshipping him
together, the Magi return to their countries by a different way, having
been warned in a dream. Similarly, the communion we share in our
prayer together must inspire us to return to our lives, our churches and
our world by new ways. Travelling by new ways is an invitation to
repentance and renewal in our personal lives, in our churches and in
our societies. Following Christ is our new path, and in a volatile and
changing world Christians must remain as fixed and determined as the
constellations and the shining planets. But what does this mean in
practice? Serving the Gospel today requires a commitment to defending
human dignity, especially in the poorest, the weakest and those
marginalized. It requires from the churches transparency and
accountability in dealing with the world, and with each other. This means
churches need to cooperate to provide relief to the afflicted, to welcome
the displaced, to relieve the burdened, and to build a just and honest
society. This is a call for churches to work together so that young people
can build a future that accords to God’s heart, a future in which all human
beings can experience life, peace, justice, and love. The new way between
the churches is the way of visible unity that we sacrificially seek with
couth worship. These leaders may pronounce the Sending and Blessing
together.
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Hearty Congratulations
FINAL& FIRST PROFESSION
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF ANNECY
Visakhapatnam - Province
22nd December -2021

“My soul glorifies
the Lord”
2021 was a memorable
and significant day for
us as we made our
Commitment to the Lord
in the presence of our
Arch Bishop Mallavarapu Prakash, Rev. Fathers, Sisters, our dear
parents, friends and well-wishers at St. Joseph’s Parish, Waltair R.S.
The Eucharistic celebration
started at 10.00 am with an
entrance
procession.
There were about 25 Priests
who concelebrated at the
Holy Eucharist. A good
number of religious sisters
and laity gathered around the altar and prayed for us.
We take this opportunity to thank His Grace Arch Bishop Mallavarapu
Prakash for being present with us and officiating at the Holy
Eucharist. A special word of thanks for his inspiring message during
the homily which reminded us that our call is not meant for one day
or two but it is for a life time and to live it faithfully no matter whatever
be the circumstance should be our ultimate goal.
We are grateful to our Congregation, our Provincial Superior; Parish
priests our Formators and Vocation Promoters, who helped us to
grow in our Vocation. You were all gratefully remembered at the
Eucharistic table. We also thank all the Priests, Brothers, Religious
Sisters and the laity for their prayerful support and loving presence
on this auspicious day. We hope and pray that you will continue to
support us with your valuable prayers in the years to come.
Yours Sincerely,
Sr. Rani, Sr. Karmela, Sr. Saritha, Sr. Dhanmuni
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HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS TO
NEWLY ORDAINED DEACONS
We are glad to inform you, dear fathers and Sisters, that our 4th
Year Theology seminarians are promoted to the Order of Deacons
and ordained by our Archbishop on 14 th
December, 2021, along with other candidates of
the batch at St. John's Regional Seminary,
Hyderabad. They are K. Velangani Raju, G.
Yohan, T. Yesu and Y. Premkumar. We pray that
God will grant them strength and grace as they
enter into this special ministry to God's people.
Dn. T. Yesu

Dn. G. Yohan

Dn. K. Velangani Raju

Dn. Y. Premkumar

PANINGAPALLI VILLAGE, CHAPEL BLESSING
By the grace of God and
with the intercessions of St
Anthony, we, the Parish
Priest and Faithful of
Paningapalli village, K.
Gangavaram Parish, had
the inauguration of new
church, named after St.
Anthony, on 15 th Dec.,
2021 by His Grace
Mallavarapu Prakash, Archbishop of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese. It
started with the contribution of the local faithful and donors. It's completed
with help of Rev. Fr J. John Prakash (Chancellor and Director of VDSS)
in view of his Silver Jubilee. We thanked and glorified the Lord in solomn
high mass by our Archbishop, other priests, religious and the faithful.
Once again, we thank you all for your prayerful support.
Fr. S. Velangani Rao, The Prarish Priest
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF SR. ALOYSIA, SAL
Sisters of St.Ann, Luzern especially
the Visakhapatnam Province is
deeply saddened at the demise of
our dear Sr. Aloysia. Having
battled for almost 3 years in the
J. M Hospital, Malkapuram with
age related ailments, the Lord
has freed her from the suffering
and called her for the eternal
reward on 17th Dec. at 5.10
pm.
Sr. Aloysia was born on 29th
Oct.1935 to the Elavunkunnel Family, at Alakode in the diocese of
Thallessary, Kunnur District, Kerala. She made her first commitment
in 1960. Between the time laps of her vestition and Profession she
worked in St. Aloysius School Hostel and Bhimili. Sister made her
final commitment on 1964. Thereafter she extended her valuable
services in different places at various levels as boarding in – charge,
animator and housekeeping in charge. The initial years of her active
services were rendered in the hill stations as in-charge of the
boarding for 18 long years at Kurseong, Nainital and Darjeeling.
Sister continued her services at Lawsons bay, Bhimily, Paderu, and
Malkapuram.
Sr. Aloysia is a person ever smiling and ever caring, warm hearted,
very sociable, cordial and was young at heart. Not many could
compete with her in her field of work. She was an embodiment of
hospitality. Sister enjoyed preparing palatable dishes for everyone.
She was very simple in her demeanour. She made a whole hearted
effort that even the less privileged also enjoyed the fruit of her
dedicated service. There was no person who has not received a
face lift by her. Her compassion and sensitivity for everyone is
conspicuous. She did her duty with at most love and care; never
compromised her responsibility. She was blessed with enormous
strength and energy; her will power and strong determinations were
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beyond measure. Yet she was very much committed also to her
spiritual life. She indeed was a cheerful giver! In short she was a
blend of Martha and Mary!
Though Sr. Aloysia has gone for her eternal reward and no more
with us physically, the memory of her remains in our hearts ever
fresh …and ever alive. “Life of the dead is placed in the memory of
the living.”
Let us fervently recommend the departed soul of our beloved Sr.
Aloysia and surrender her soul into the merciful hand of our
Heavenly Father. That she may find favour in His sight. And may
He embrace her with His loving arms and may she enter into
Paradise where there is no more sorrow, no more weeping or pain
but fullness of Peace and Joy.
––––––––––

IN LOVING MEMORY OF SR. ALMA, SAL
Sisters of St.Ann, Luzern and especially
Visakhapatnam Province expresses
deep sorrow at the sad demise of our
beloved Sr. Alma. Death is a journey
to the new city in another dimension
of life. Faced with death, life seems
to be meaningless for the world
but for us it is the beginning of
new life.
Sr. Alma was born on 24 th
September 1938 as the
youngest child of Mr.Thathaya
and Mrs.Achamma at East
Godavari district, Eluru diocese, in Andhra Pradash. While working
as staff nurse at St. Ann’s hospital, Vijayawada, she listened to the
voice of God and joined the society of Sisters of St. Ann Luzern in
the year 1960. She made her first commitment in the year 1965
and final commitment in 1968. Sr.Alma was an excellent nurse and
midwife. Many of our sisters have experienced and applauded her
for being perfect guide and teacher in maternity ward. She rendered
her services in different places like St.Ann’s Hospital Vijayawada,
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Tirurur, Ajithsinghnagar, Chanduru, Bhadrachalam, Eluru and Bhimli
in various capacities such as staff nurse and animator.
Sr. Alma was admitted in St.Ann’s jubilee memorial Hospital
Malkapuam from 2016 with old age ailments and poor health
condition. Her health was gradually deteriorating and was confined
to bed. She completed her earthly life and mission with total
dedication, commitment and determination. On 30th December 2021
around 5.35pm her soul silently flew to meet her beloved Lord.
Sr.Alma was a very simple and gentle person and her presence
brought comfort and consolation to many. She radiated the love
and compassion of Jesus the divine healer in all her gesture. Her
serene and composed nature was an inspiration to all who visited
her even during her illness.
Though we miss her presence amidst us very much, we are consoled
that she is with the Lord, enjoying the presence of her Master and
interceding for all of us. With much sorrow in our hearts and
gratefulness to God, we bid her farewell! May she ever enjoy the
heavenly bliss and everlasting joy that the Lord promised for her!
–––––––––––

Hearty Condolences to
Rev. Fr. M. David Raju

January 1st was a day of sorrow to Rev. Fr. M.
David Raju and his family members who
lost their beloved one, Mr. M. Yohan Raju
father of Fr. David Raju. Some of our
priests were present for the burial Mass
on 2nd as well as for the memorial mass,
which was held on 5 th of January, at
Munikudali Village, Torredu Parish. Let us
all pray for the repose soul of Mr. M. Yohan
Raju that he may enjoy the everlasting bliss.
We the clergy and religious of Visakhapatnam
Archdiocese express our deep sorrow and heartfelt condolence to
our beloved Fr. M. David Raju and to all their family members and
relatives.
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A Loving Tribute to

Rev. Fr. Michael Olickal , MSFS
The Congregation of the Missionaries of St.
Francis de Sales and especially, the MSFS
Visakhapatnam Province, express deep
sorrow at the sad demise of Rev. Bro.
Michael Olickal. Today we acknowledge
with gratitude all his selfless services
rendered to the Congregation and the
Church and to the Province of
Visakhapatnam in particular.
Rev. Bro. Michael Olickal was born on
12th March 1935 to the devout Catholic
parents of Mr. Ittayavira Augustine
Olickal and Mrs. Catherine Olickal at
Thalayanad, Kerala. He completed his primary and secondary education
in St. Thomas School, Thudanganad. After the completion of his
secondary education, he joined the Congregation of the Missionaries
of St. Francis de Sales at Mission Home, Palai, Kerala. He did his
Novitiate in Fransalian Seminary, Pune. He made his First Profession
on 5th June 1958 at Fransalian Seminary, Pune. He did his Regency in
St. Aloysius Industrial School, Visakhapatnam. He made his Final
Profession on 5th June 1961.

Ministry :
Place of Ministry
St. Aloysius, Industrial School
Kondadaba (Kothavalasa)
St. Aloysius, Industrial School
St. Aloysius, Industrial School
Ross Hill

Designation
Automobile Mechanic
Assisting in Mission
Automobile Mechanic
Principal
Member

Year
1954-1984
1984-1985
1985-1987
1987-2019
2019-2021

Bro. Michael Olickal had been suffering from various health issues for
the last few years. He had blood clots in his brain. On 27th October
2021, he was admitted in St. Joseph’s hospital as he was not taking
food or medicine. He was given liquids through a food-pipe inserted
through his nose. As days passed by, his health condition deteriorated.
He was neither able to recognize people nor speak with anyone. He
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was on ventilator until his death. On 11th December 2021, from 7.30
p.m onwards his oxygen levels began to reduce and was heavily gasping.
Finally on 12th December 2021, at around 2.30 a.m he breathed his
last.
He lived 63 years of his religious commitment. As religious, he dedicated
his life in the service of the Lord of which he spent almost 60 years in St.
Aloysius Workshop. Bro. Michael was a missionary at heart. I must place
on record that he longed and begged to be sent to Africa with the first
batch of MSFS missionaries, who were sent to Tanzania in 1985. However,
due to his technical expertise, the Province could not spare him for the
foreign mission. He was a man of principles and total commitment. He
trained number of students in discipline and technical skills. They became
experts in various mechanical fields and could grab great opportunities
in mechanic and automobile. Undoubtedly, he inspired innumerable people
through his hard work and commitment to the responsibilities entrusted
to him. As a religious, he possessed deep faith in the Lord, discharged
his duties with utmost care and faithfulness. He was a happy and joyful
religious. May the good Lord grant him eternal rest!

******
The Days To Remember

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

Fr. Peter Senapathi
Fr. Jesudas Mycherla
Fr. Jacob Karachira
Fr. Yugal Kumar Pasupuleti
Fr. Jojibabu Karanam
Fr. Anandarao Jalumuru
Fr. Maripi Pratap
Fr. Yandava Naresh
Fr. Velangini Suman Pradeep Arinana
Archbishop Prakash Mallavarapu

1
2
2
3
4

Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Ordination Day

8
19
26
29

Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday

Hearty Congratulations & Many Happy Returns of the Day

To you, Dear Fathers
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
Paul VI Audience Hall
Wednesday, 17th November 2021
Catechesis on Saint Joseph - 1. Saint Joseph and the environment
in which he lived
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
On 8 December 1870, Blessed Pius IX proclaimed Saint Joseph Patron
of the Universal Church. One hundred and fifty years since that event,
we are living a special year dedicated to Saint Joseph, and in the Apostolic
Letter, Patris corde, I gathered together some reflections on him. Today,
like never before, during this time marked by a global crisis made up of
several factors, he can offer us support, consolation and guidance. This
is why I have decided to dedicate a series of catecheses to him, which I
hope may further help us to let ourselves be enlightened by his example
and by his witness. For a few weeks, we will talk about Joseph.
There are more than ten people in the Bible who bear the name Joseph.
The most important among them is the son of Jacob and Rachel who,
through various vicissitudes, went from being a slave to becoming the
second most important person in Egypt after the Pharaoh (cf. Gen 3750). The name Joseph is Hebrew for "may God increase, may God give
growth". It is a wish, a blessing based on trust in providence and refers
especially to fertility and to raising children. Indeed, this very name reveals
to us an essential aspect of Joseph of Nazareth's personality. He is a
man full of faith, in his providence: he believes in God's providence, he
has faith in God's providence. His every action, as recounted in the
Gospel, is dictated by the certainty that God "gives growth", that God
"increases", that God "adds": that is, that God provides for the continuation
of his plan of salvation. And in this, Joseph of Nazareth is very similar to
Joseph of Egypt.
The main geographical references regarding Joseph: Bethlehem and
Nazareth, also assume an important role in our understanding
of him. In the Old Testament, the city of Bethlehem is called Beth
Lechem, that is, "House of bread", or also Ephrathah, after the tribe
that settled in that territory. In Arabic, however, the name means
"House of meat", probably because of the large number of flocks of
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sheep and goats in the area. Indeed, it was not by chance that when
Jesus was born, the shepherds were the first witnesses of the event
(cf. Lk 2:8-20). In the light of the story of Jesus, these allusions to bread
and meat refer to the mystery of the Eucharist: Jesus is the living bread
descended from heaven (cf. Jn 6:51). He will say of himself: "He who
eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life" (Jn 6:54).
Bethlehem is mentioned several times in the Bible, as far back as the
Book of Genesis. Bethlehem is also linked to the story of Ruth and
Naomi, told in the short but wonderful Book of Ruth. Ruth gave birth to
a son named Obed, who in turn gave birth to Jesse, the father of King
David. And it was from the line of David that Joseph, the legal father of
Jesus, descended. The prophet Micah foretold great things about
Bethlehem: "But you, O Bethlehem of Eph'rathah, who are little to be
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is
to be ruler in Israel" (Mi 5:2). The evangelist Matthew would take up this
prophecy and connect it to the story of Jesus as its evident fulfilment.
In fact, the Son of God did not choose Jerusalem as the place of his
incarnation, but Bethlehem and Nazareth, two outlying villages, far from
the clamour of the news and the powers of the time. Yet Jerusalem was
the city loved by the Lord (cf. Is 62:1-12), the "holy city" (Dn 3:28),
chosen by God as his dwelling (cf. Zech 3:2; Ps 132:13). Here, in fact,
dwelt the teachers of the Law, the scribes and Pharisees, the chief
priests and the elders of the people (cf. Lk 2:46; Mt 15:1; Mk 3:22; Jn
1:19; Mt 26:3).
This is why the choice of Bethlehem and Nazareth tells us that periphery
and marginality are preferred by God. Jesus was not born in Jerusalem,
with all the court… no, he was born in a periphery and he spent his life
in that periphery until the age of thirty, working as a carpenter like Joseph.
For Jesus, the peripheries and marginality were favoured. To fail to
take this fact seriously is the same as not taking seriously the Gospel
and the work of God, who continues to manifest himself in the
geographical and existential peripheries. The Lord always acts in secret
in the peripheries, even in our souls, in the peripheries of the soul, of
feelings, perhaps feelings of which we are ashamed; but the Lord is
there to help us move forward. The Lord continues to manifest himself
in the peripheries, both the geographical ones and the existential ones.
In particular, Jesus goes in search of sinners; he goes into their homes,
speaks with them, calls them to conversion. And he is also rebuked for
this: "But look at this Teacher", say the doctors of the law, "Look at this
Teacher: he eats with sinners, he gets dirty". He also goes in search of
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those who have done no evil but have suffered it: the sick, the hungry,
the poor, the least. Jesus always goes towards the peripheries. And
this should bring us great trust because the Lord knows the peripheries
of our heart, the peripheries of our soul, the peripheries of our society,
of our city, of our family, that is, that slightly obscure part that we do not
show, perhaps out of shame.
In this respect, the society of that time is not very different from ours.
Today, too, there is a centre and a periphery. And the Church knows
that she is called to proclaim the good news starting from the peripheries.
Joseph, who is a carpenter from Nazareth and who trusts in God's plan
for his young fiancée and for himself, reminds the Church to fix her
gaze on what the world deliberately ignores. Today Joseph teaches us
this: "Do not look so much at the things that the world praises, look into
the corners, look in the shadows, look at the peripheries, at what the
world does not want". He reminds each of us to give importance to
what others discard. In this sense he is truly a master of the essential:
he reminds us that what truly matters does not attract our attention, but
requires patient discernment to be discovered and appreciated. To
discover what matters. Let us ask him to intercede so that the whole
Church may recover this insight, this ability to discern, this ability to
evaluate what is essential. Let us start again from Bethlehem, let us
start again from Nazareth.
Today I would like to send a message to all the men and women who
live in the most forgotten geographical peripheries of the world, or who
experience situations of existential marginality. May you find in Saint
Joseph the witness and protector to look to. We can turn to him with
this prayer, a "home-made" prayer, but one that comes from the heart:
Saint Joseph,
you who have always trusted God,
and have made your choices
guided by his providence
teach us not to count so much on our own plans
but on his plan of love.
You who come from the peripheries
help us to convert our gaze
and to prefer what the world discards and marginalises.
Comfort those who feel alone
and support those who work silently
to defend life and human dignity. Amen.
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Wednesday, 24 November 2021
Catechesis on Saint Joseph - 2.
Saint Joseph in salvation history
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
Last Wednesday we began a cycle of catecheses on Saint Joseph –
the year dedicated to him is coming to an end. Today we will continue
this journey, focusing on his role in salvation history.
Jesus in the Gospels is indicated as the “son of Joseph” (Lk 3:23; 4:
22; Jn 1:45; 6:42) and the “carpenter’s son” (Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3). Narrating
Jesus’ childhood, the Evangelists Matthew and Luke dedicate space to
the role of Joseph. Both of them compile a “genealogy” to highlight the
historicity of Jesus. Addressing himself above all to the Judeo-Christians,
Matthew starts from Abraham and ends up at Joseph, defined as “the
husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ” (1:16).
Luke, on the other hand, goes all the way back to Adam, beginning
directly with Jesus, who “was the son of Joseph”, but specifies: “as was
supposed” (3:23). Therefore, both Evangelists present Joseph not as
the biological father, but in any case, as fully the father of Jesus. Through
him, Jesus fulfils the history of the covenant and salvation between
God and humanity. For Matthew this history begins with Abraham; for
Luke, with the very origin of humanity, that is, with Adam.
The evangelist Matthew helps us to understand that the person of
Joseph, although apparently marginal, discreet, and in the background,
is in fact a central element in the history of salvation. Joseph lives his
role without ever seeking to take over the scene. If we think about it,
“Our lives are woven together and sustained by ordinary people, people
often overlooked. People who do not appear in newspaper and magazine
headlines. … How many fathers, mothers, grandparents and teachers
are showing our children, in small ways, and in everyday ways, how to
accept and deal with a crisis by adjusting their routines, looking ahead
and encouraging the practice of prayer. How many are praying, making
sacrifices and interceding for the good of all” (Apostolic Letter Patris
corde, 1). Thus, everyone can find in Saint Joseph, the man who goes
unnoticed, the man of daily presence, of discreet and hidden presence,
an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of difficulty. He reminds
us that all those who are seemingly hidden or in the “second row” are
unparalleled protagonists in the history of salvation. The world needs
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these men and women: men and women in the second row, but who
support the development of our life, of every one of us, and who with
prayer, and by their example, with their teaching, sustain us on the path
of life.
In the Gospel of Luke, Joseph appears as the guardian of Jesus and of
Mary. And for this reason, he is also “the Guardian of the Church”: but,
if he was the guardian of Jesus and Mary, he works, now that he is in
heaven, and continues to be a guardian, in this case of the Church, for
the Church is the continuation of the Body of Christ in history, even as
Mary’s motherhood is reflected in the motherhood of the Church. In his
continued protection of the Church – please do not forget this: today,
Joseph protects the Church – and by continuing to protect the Church,
he continues to protect the child and his mother” (ibid., 5). This aspect
of Joseph’s guardianship is the great answer to the story of Genesis.
When God asks Cain to account for Abel’s life, he replies: “Am I my
brother’s keeper?” (4: 9). With his life, Joseph seems to want to tell us
that we are always called to feel that we are our brothers and sisters’
keepers, the guardians of those who are close to us, of those whom the
Lord entrusts to us through many circumstances of life.
A society such as ours, which has been defined as “liquid”, as it seems
not to have consistency… I will correct the philosopher who coined this
definition and say: more than liquid, gaseous, a properly gaseous society.
This liquid, gaseous society finds in the story of Joseph a very clear
indication of the importance of human bonds. Indeed, the Gospel tells
us the genealogy of Jesus, not only for a theological reason, but also to
remind each one of us that our lives are made up of bonds that precede
and accompany us. The Son of God chose to come into the world by
way of such bonds, the way of history: he did not come down into the
world by magic, no. He took the historic route we all take.
Dear brothers and sisters, I think of the many people who find it difficult
to find meaningful bonds in their lives, and because of this they struggle,
they feel alone, they lack the strength and courage to go on. I would like
to conclude with a prayer to help them, and all of us, to find in Saint
Joseph an ally, a friend and a support.
Saint Joseph,
you who guarded the bond with Mary and Jesus,
help us to care for the relationships in our lives.
May no one experience that sense of abandonment
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that comes from loneliness.
Let each of us be reconciled with our own history,
with those who have gone before,
and recognise even in the mistakes made
a way through which Providence has made its way,
and evil did not have the last word.
Show yourself to be a friend to those who struggle the most,
and as you supported Mary and Jesus in difficult times,
support us too on our journey. Amen.
––––––––––
Wednesday, 1st December 2021
Catechesis on Saint Joseph - 3.
Saint Joseph: just man and husband of Mary
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
Let us continue our journey of reflection on the person of Saint Joseph.
Today, I would like to deepen his being “just” and “Mary’s betrothed
spouse”, and thus provide a message to all engaged couples, and
newlyweds as well. Many events connected with Joseph fill the stories
of the apocryphal, that is, non-canonical gospels, that have even
influenced art and various places of worship. These writings that are
not in the Bible are stories that Christian piety provided at that time and
are a response to the desire to fill in the empty spaces in the canonical
Gospel texts, the ones that are in the Bible, which provide you with
everything that is essential for faith and the Christian life.
The evangelist Matthew – this is important. What does the Gospel say
about Joseph? Not what these apocryphal gospels say which are not
something ugly or bad, no! They are beautiful, but they are not the Word
of God. Instead, the Gospels that are in the Bible are the Word of God.
Among these is the evangelist Matthew who defines Joseph as a “just”
man. Let us listen to his account: “Now the birth of Jesus Christ took
place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy
Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her
to shame, resolved to send her away quietly” (1:18-19). Because those
who were engaged, when the fiancée was unfaithful, or became pregnant,
they could accuse her! They had to. And the women were stoned back
then. But Joseph was just. He says: “No, I am not going to do this. I will
go away quietly”.
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To understand Joseph’s behaviour toward Mary, it is helpful to remember
the marriage customs of ancient Israel. Marriage included two welldefined phases. The first was like an official engagement that already
implied a new situation. In particular, while continuing to live in her
paternal home for another year, the woman was in fact considered the
“wife” of her betrothed spouse. They still did not live together, but it was
like she was already someone’s wife. The second phase was the transfer
of the bride from her paternal home to that of her spouse. This took
place with a festive procession which concluded the marriage. And the
friends of the bride accompanied her there. On the basis of these
customs, the fact that “before they came to live together, Mary was
found to be with child” exposed the Virgin to the accusation of adultery.
And, according to the ancient Law, her guilt was punishable with stoning
(cf. Dt 22:20-21). Nevertheless, a more moderate interpretation had
taken hold after this in later Jewish practice that imposed only an act of
repudiation along with civil and criminal consequences for the woman,
but not stoning.
The Gospel says that Joseph was “just” precisely because he was
subject to the law as any pious Israelite. But within him, his love for
Mary and his trust in her suggested a way he could remain in observance
of the law and save the honour of his bride. He decided to repudiate her
in secret, without making noise, without subjecting her to public
humiliation. He chose the path of confidentiality, without a trial or
retaliation. How holy Joseph was! We, as soon as we have a bit of
gossip, something scandalous about someone else, we go around
talking about it right away! Silent, Joseph. Silent.
But the evangelist Matthew adds immediately: “But as he considered
this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins’ “
(1:20.21). God’s voice intervenes in Joseph’s discernment. In a dream,
He reveals a greater meaning than his own justice. How important it is
for each one of us to cultivate a just life and, at the same time, to always
feel the need for God’s help to broaden our horizons and to consider
the circumstances of life from an always different, larger perspective.
Many times, we feel imprisoned by what has happened to us: “But look
what happened to me!” – and we remain imprisoned in that bad thing
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that happened to us. But particularly in front of some circumstances in
life that initially appear dramatic, a Providence is hidden that takes shape
over time and illuminates the meaning even of the pain that has touched
us. The temptation is to close in on that pain, in that thought that good
things never happen to us. And this is not good for us. This leads you
to sadness and bitterness. A bitter heart is so ugly.
I would like us to pause to reflect on a detail of this story recounted in
the Gospel that is often overlooked. Mary and Joseph were engaged to
each other. They had probably cultivated dreams and expectations
regarding their life and their future. Out of the blue, God seems to have
inserted himself into their lives and, even if at first it was difficult for
them, both of them opened their hearts wide to the reality that was
placed before them.
Dear brothers and dear sisters, our lives are very often not what we
imagine them to be. Especially in loving and affectionate relationships,
it is difficult to move from the logic of falling in love to the logic of a
mature love. We need to move from infatuation to mature love. You
newlyweds, think about this. The first phase is always marked by a
certain enchantment that makes us live immersed in the imaginary that
is often not based on reality and facts – the falling in love phase. But
precisely when falling in love with its expectations seems to come to an
end, that is where true love begins or true love enters in there. In fact, to
love is not the pretension that the other person, or life, should correspond
to our imagination. Rather, it means to choose in full freedom to take
responsibility for one’s life as it comes. This is why Joseph gives us an
important lesson. He chooses Mary with “his eyes open”. We can say
“with all the risks”. Think about this: in the Gospel of John, a reproof the
doctors of the law make to Jesus is: “we are not children from that”,
referring to prostitution. They knew how Mary had remained pregnant
and they wanted to throw dirt on Jesus’ mamma. For me, this is the
worst, the most demonic passage, in the Gospel. And Joseph’s risk
gives us this lesson: to take life as it comes. Has God intervened there?
I accept it. And Joseph does what the angel of the Lord had ordered: ”He
took his wife, but knew her not” – without living together she is expecting
a son – “until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus”
(Mt 1:24-25). Christian engaged couples are called to witness to a love
like this that has the courage to move from the logic of falling in love to
that of mature love. This is a demanding choice that instead of
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imprisoning life, can fortify love so that it endures when faced with the
trials of time. A couple’s love progresses in life and matures each day.
The love during engagement is a bit – allow me to use the word – a bit
romantic. You have all experienced this, but then mature love begins,
love lived every day, from work, from the children that come… And
sometimes that romanticism disappears a bit, right? But is that not love?
Yes, but mature love. “But you know, Father, sometimes we fight...”
This has been happening since the time of Adam and Eve until today,
eh! That spouses fight is our daily bread, eh! “But we shouldn’t fight?”
Yes, yes, you must. It happens. I am not saying you should, but it
happens. “And, Father, sometimes we raise our voices…” It happens.
“And there are even times when plates fly”. It happens. But what can be
done so that this does not damage the life of the marriage? Listen to
me well: never finish the day end without making peace. “We fought.
My God, I said bad words. I said awful things. But now, to finish the day,
I must make peace”. You know why? Because the cold war the next
day is very dangerous. Don’t let war begin the next day. For this reason,
make peace before going to bed. “But, Father, you know, I don’t know
how to express myself to make peace after such an awful situation that
we experienced”. It’s very easy. Do this (the Pope caresses his cheek)
and peace is already made. Remember this always. Remember always:
never finish the day without making peace. And this will help you in your
married life. To them and to all the married couples who are here. This
movement from falling in love to mature love is a demanding choice,
but we must choose that path.
This time too, let us conclude with a prayer to Saint Joseph.
Saint Joseph,
you who loved Mary with freedom,
and chose to renounce your fantasies to give way to reality,
help each of us to allow ourselves to be surprised by God
and to accept life not as something unforeseen from which to defend
ourselves,
but as a mystery that hides the secret of true joy.
Obtain joy and radicality for all engaged Christians,
while always being aware
that only mercy and forgiveness make love possible. Amen.

Thank you.
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NECHROLOGY
“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.
03-01-1901

Fr. Francois Avrillon msfs, 72 years, died at Berhampur

03-01-1901

Fr. John Baptist Adophe Souchon msfs, 57 years, died at Kamptee

05-01-2004

Bro. Isaac Enamattam msfs, 70 years, died in Visakhapatnam

06-01-1973

Fr. John Lawrence msfs, 77 years, died at Visakhapatnam

16-01-2019

Fr. Chacko Arayathinal, 90 years, died at Visakhapatnam

17-01-1995

Fr. Cherian Karukaparambil, 67 years, died at Visakhapatnam

23-01-1991

Fr. Mathew Karianatt, 50 years, died at Paikaraopeta, Vizag

25-01-2008

Bro. Anthony Nedungatt, 80 years, died at Ettumanoor, Kerala.

26-01-1993

Bro. Francis Thekkemyladiyil msfs, 82 years, died at Visakhapatnam

26-01-2017

Fr. George Nellikunnel Msfs, 97 years, died at Vizag

26-01-2017

Zacharias Mannukuzhumpil Msfs, 93 years, died at Vizag

27-01-2001

Bro. Joseph Puthur msfs, 94 years, died at Visakhapatnam

27-01-2002

Bro. Madanu Joji msfs, 76 years, died at Visakhapatnam

29-01-2017

Fr. Velamparambil Ephrem, 79 years, died at Visakhapatnam

30-01-1977

Fr. Sebastian Poondikulam, 79 years, died at Visakhapatnam

31-01-1957

Fr. August Gangloff msfs, 86 years, died at Kakinada
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