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The Pastor Speaks …..
(Do) we pray and wait for the Lord’s
blessings…?

The present scenario of the second wave of
Covid-19 Virus in our country and across the
nations is causing so much anxiety,
uncertainty, and insecurity. But, the battle with this deadly
pandemic is going on as there is always that “hope” lingering in
the deeper crevices of human hearts that this can be overcome.
Believers and non-believers alike are sustained by this hope,
even in the most hopeless or worst situations. Can we or should
we not help one another to keep instilling hope and optimism,
especially at a time like this, time of the second wave of the Covid-
19 Pandemic? We can and we should reach out to one another
with hope and in charity!

Post Easter Season presents faith, hope and charity of the
Apostles and the Apostolic Church:

Jesus Christ, who, we know, died and rose from the dead, is the
source of sustenance in our life of faith! The Apostles and the rest
of the small flock were almost on the verge of giving up after they
witnessed the crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ. But, a reversal
of their situation of doubts and uncertainties took place. Death is
overcome in the Risen Christ, something that no human being could
ever imagine. This experience of seeing Master again revived their
faith and hope. With this experience confirmed in the anointing of
Holy Spirit, they began to see life in a new perspective. No more
afraid of the present ills and problems. They are now confident that
they could cope with the help of the Lord: live with hope in spite of
the difficulties that come on the way. In our present situation we are
facing or confronted with two situations: first, the non-acceptance
of our identity as believers in Christ with the same rights and
privileges that the Constitution of India gives to all the citizens in the
country; second, the fears and anxieties caused by the second wave
of Covid-19 Corona Virus. Both the situations are real and we have
to face and have to live with, doing the best that lies within our
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possibilities and capacities. We can neither ignore these real
situations nor can we easily cope with them. Our Christian faith
and hope should help us to live through these situations to withstand
and overcome the obstacles not because faith and hope gives all
the solutions to the issues and problems but because of the strength
that comes through this faith and hope in God!

What is not possible for us we have to commend into the
hands of God:  We have to remain engaged in the day to day life,
our duties and responsibilities, though not everything is within our
control. Life is dynamic and it keeps moving forward. Instinctively
we the humans feel as if this dynamic of life is within our control or
we would keep trying to steer through in order to determine the
direction of the life dynamic. To some extent only we can do
something at a given time. Thanks to the genius in science and
technology, humanity is a little better equipped than in the past
decades to cope with life. But, there is the animate and inanimate
world, often mysterious, mute and silent. It is beyond our normal
human capacities. Groping in the dark and trying to do the best we
can are the only options, with or without much success. But, as
believers we can grope along with God and His grace accompanying
us. We believe that we are not living by ourselves alone but because
of God who is the giver of life and savior of life. With this faith we
have to keep going on the journey of life doing the best possible
and availing all the available resources or opportunities. Nothing is
impossible for God and therefore, we have to accept what is not
possible for us and in all humility we have to commend into the
hands of God! This is the way our intercessory prayer should be. It
has to be a surrender with hope into the hands of God!

The second wave of the Covid-19 Corona virus and the need
to reach out to the victims: The situation is not only alarming
but also too huge to handle. The health care providers, hospitals
and clinics, medical and para-medical personnel are under
tremendous pressure in dealing with second wave of Covid-19.
Home care or hospital care, dependence and inter-dependence
seem to be the way out. Family members and relatives of the family
will have to come, both in the form of services and in the form of
material or financial help as most families will find very difficult to
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face it alone! Isolating the Covid-19 victims or segregation, might
be a safety measure but it can be very hurting. Some way of reaching
out Covid-19 victim’s families is the need of the hour! All the
necessary help cannot easily come from the government
departments. We appreciate the hospitals, doctors, nurses, and the
support staff as they are taking care of the patients risking their own
health, and some are even hospitalized and died. When the
situations are beyond their control, relatives and friends of the
patients should still try to acknowledge their services. It is not just
about finances and payments at the health centers but about human
persons in the medical profession who are doing their best to fellow
human beings that depend on their services! For us who are
members of the community, Church, the life of sharing and caring
of the Church of the Apostolic  times should inspire and motivate us
to reach out in a tangible way to those in need with love and concern.
This has to be, perhaps, mobilized and organized in the localities or
in the parishes! Single-handed only a little is possible but when
collectively done more can be done, “five loaves and two fish” get
multiplied!

Let us pray with faith and wait on the Lord for His interventions: “Is
any one among you suffering? Let him pray. Is any cheerful?
Let him sing praise. Is any among you sick? Let him call for the
elders of the church, and them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith will
save the sick man, and Lord will raise him up, and if he has
committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your
sins to one another, and pray for another, that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its
effects. Elijah was a man of like nature with ourselves and he
prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and
six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again
and the heavens gave rain, and the earth brought forth its fruit”
(James 5:13-18).

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. Collections on Good Friday have to be sent to the office of the
Procurator with in two weeks of the Holy Week. This will help
the office to forward the same to Rome through the Apostolic
Nunciature.

2. All the parish priests of the parishes that are listed as units of
the Vizagapatam Diocesan Corporation should get ready the
account books for the financial year, 2020-2021, 1st April,2020
to March, 31, 2021. Keep in touch with the Office of the
Procurator for the exact dates to submit your books. In the same,
those priests who are correspondents of the English medium
schools should also see that the school office gets the accounts
ready for auditing for the financial year, 2020-2021.

3. Another point regarding the accounts: All those priests who are
given money from the Archbishop's house for different works
during the financial year ending on 31st March, should submit
the accounts to the procurator's office at the earliest possible
and with all the necessary bills and vouchers. This will help the
Procurator's Office to get the accounts ready for auditing and to
submit the same within the stipulated time fixed by the Income
Tax Department.

4. Admissions in Minor Seminary:  From this year onwards
admissions in our  minor seminary as candidates for our
Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam will be for those who pass
Intermediate (plus two), Polytechnic or ITI or who finish
undergraduate Studies (B.A /B.Sc. / B.Com, etc). Parish
priests should make this announcement in the respective
parishes and receive applications from the aspiring candidates.
There will be a camp for the candidates who aspire to join the
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† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET  US  PRAY

Universal  Intention

The world of finance Let us pray that those in charge of finance
will work with governments to regulate the financial sphere and
protect citizens from its dangers.

seminary as candidates for the priesthood in the Month of June
2021. Those who are selected and join the minor seminary after
the results of Intermediate are announced will have two years of
formation in St. Ann's Minor Seminary, Bheemili. Thereafter, the
seminarians will go for Major seminary studies.

 Heartfelt Condolences to Rev. Fr. John Prakash
who lost his beloved Sister Mrs. Jonnada Nirmala,
condolences to Rev. Fr. Vijay Bhaskar who lost his aunty
Mrs. S. Vijaya Kumari. We extend our heartfelt sympathies
to fahters who lost their beloved family members during these
days.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord & let perpetual
light shine upon them.  May the souls of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of Lord, rest in peace. Amen.

 HEARTFELT  CONDOLENCES
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Circular

Circular, Visakha 5-21/20-04-2021/Abpvizag

Dear Fathers, brothers, and sisters, Greetings of peace in the Risen
Lord!

We all had the joy of celebrating the liturgies of the Holy Week and
Easter without interruption! All of us are happy that unlike the
previous year Covid-19 did not stop us from experiencing the renewed
joy in the Risen Christ. But, it is time to wake up! Cannot relax
anymore! We can see the sudden surge of Covid-19 Coronavirus. We
in the Church should also rise to the occasion and take all the
precautions and preventive measures in the parishes and villages
to arrest the spread of this Covid-19 Coronavirus. Let us be safe
and help everyone else to be safe from this life-threatening Covid-
19 Coronavirus with all its variants!

I am sending this circular with some directions and guidelines:

1. Postpone or cancel indefinitely all the organized functions and
programmes planned in the parishes or in the villages so that
there are no big gatherings of people in the Churches. Fresh dates
can be fixed when some kind of normalcy prevails!

2. Parish priests may use their discretion and can even cancel Masses
on Weekdays and Sundays from 22nd April up to 15th of May
2021.  If Masses on Sundays and weekdays are celebrated
between 22nd April and  15th May, the number should not exceed
seventy-five or hundred people. The Parish Priest can arrange
more Masses, if needed.

3. It is good also to resume the safely measures like sanitizing the
Church and premises, making sanitizers available at the entrance
of the main door and side doors, etc. Maintaining the physical
distance should be insisted and the same should be monitored
with the help of parish committee and volunteers in the parish.
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4. Whatever directions or guidelines that the civil authorities give
for the common celebrations — in the particular area, city or
town or Mandal — should be followed strictly. This way, let us
extend the best of our cooperation to the local authorities.    

Let us continue to offer special prayers for humanity across the
world, especially for the vulnerable sections of people in our
society, the poor, the homeless, and the migrants. United in prayer
and wishing all the safety from the Covid-19 Pandemic,

Yours truly in the Lord,

 

+ Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam.

Circular

Circular, Visakha 6-21/01/05/2021/Abpvizag

Dear Fathers, Brothers, sisters and the faithful,

Greetings of peace in the Risen Lord! In Him we continue to believe
and hope this difficult time of facing life-threatening and fast
spreading second wave of Covid-19 Corona Virus! I am not able to
freely ask you saying, how are you? For, I know there is so much
anxiety, uncertainty, and insecurity feeling prevailing! My heart goes
to all the families and religious communities who are grieved due to
death of a member or members. May the Lord console and comfort
you!

The situation has suddenly changed within the last ten days. All of
us are worried and anxious as the news of increasing number of
positive cases and the ill-equipped health care centers and health
providers The number of people dying across the states in our vast
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nation is increasing our worry!. A silver line in the dark clouds
prevailing is the high rate of recovery. We cannot give in to
helplessness and hopelessness! We have to keep doing all that we
have to do and all that we can do to protect ourselves and protect
others. If all those human hands in our hospitals and health care
centers, and the supporting staff in these centers are engaged night
and day, that too, under great pressure, in our homes and in our
localities, we  all can stand up to the challenges of the second wave
of the Covid-19 pandemic! Let Christian Hope empower us to be
optimistic in this difficult situation!

Let us resort to all those things within our reach and do what we can
at home with the guidance of the health bulletins, guidelines by
doctors and medical personnel as preventive measures: wearing
masks, availing the vaccination, unnecessary exposure outside our
homes, going for the tests as soon as we notice the symptoms of
infection related to Covid-19 virus, taking the prescribed medications,
doing some exercise, especially breathing exercises suggested by
the health bulletins, keeping aloof from those people and places
where Covid-19 virus affected persons are, etc. Let us positively try
to  be  safe and help others to be safe!  Let us be confident,  not
over-confident, about personal health condition!

Can we rely exclusively on human efforts? No! We believe in God,
the author of life, giver and savior of our life. Let us earnestly
commend our humanity and all our human efforts into the hands of
the God, praying, ’’Bring success to the work of our hands, O Lord,
the work of the health care personnel, our scientists and their
collaborators, and the work of the long chain of people engaged in
this battle against this Covid-19 pandemic!’’ Let us pray  for all the
families in which members died due to Covid or seriously affected!

I appeal to you to do the following:

1. In this Marian month of May, let us pray the rosary for the
suffering humanity
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2. In this Year of St. Joseph, let us seek his intercession and draw
inspiration for our life of faith

3. Take the help of “on-line” liturgical and other spiritual programs,
Divyavani, Youtube channels, accessible to you

4. Let us all join with the Holy Father Pope Francis in observing
Friday, May  7th, as a special Day of Prayer & Fasting for the
relief from the Covid 19 pandemic.

5. Extend the help that you are able to or can afford to the
individuals or families in your neighborhood.

6. Continue to strictly follow the guidelines and rules the civil
government has declared in our state of Andhra Pradesh.

Yours fraternally in the Lord,

+ Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

Blessings of the Holy Rosary
1. Sinners are forgiven.

2. Souls that thirst are refreshed.

3. Those who are fettered have their bonds broken.

4. Those who weep find happiness.

5. Those who are tempted find peace.

6. The poor find help.

7. Religious are reformed.

8. Those who are ignorant are instructed.

9. The living learn to overcome pride.

10. The dead (The Holy Souls) have their pains eased by suffrages.
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Pope Francis inviting all our Churches to observe
Friday, May 7 as a Day of Prayer & Fasting for

relief from the Covid-19 Pandemic
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PASTORAL CENTRE

News
News From Pastoral Centre - April

Camping Sisters: The Camping sisters, sent to different parishes
for the pastoral ministry, have rendered very great services.  There
were two different congregations who have willingly allotted their
sisters for this service, namely St. Ann's of Luzern to Salur -
2,Nirmala Sisters to Venkojipalem. They did their service up to
Easter and helped the respective parish priests and the faithful for
the fruitful celebration of the Easter.

Conducting of Zoom Meeting by Jesus Youth:The Covid pandemic
situation is alarming day by day and many are loosing their beloved
ones, urged us to start a prayer service in Zoom every day from
2:55pm to 3:55Pm. The Jesus Youth Group have taken the lead to
conduct the service where we recite the Devine Mercy Chaplet,
Praise and Worship, reading out the names of those affected with
corona and praying for each individual, Intercessory prayers and
concluding blessings. I really thank Jesus youth Members and all
those who are participating in this prayer service. Others who would
like to join can do so by opening below link.

Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9101190310
Password: family

Conducting of prayer Meeting by Legion of Mary: We also urged
the Legion of Mary members to pray more for those affected with
Covid. Especially they are praying from 3-4 PM every day. We are
getting hundreds of names of those affected by Carona and all the
members are praying constantly. They are also praying the souls
departed due to Carona. I thank each and every member of Legion
of Mary who are feeling that responsibility to pray for those affected.
We are also making phone calls or sending messages personally
to those been affected thus monitoring their spiritual needs. You
can send names of those affected with Carona to us (either to me
9985917381 or to Mr. BabjiGaru - 9295407037).
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Centenary Jubilee of Legion of Mary: we have left to the discretionary
to the individual Dioceses to celebrate the centenary Jubilee of Legion
of Mary. The celebrations started with the inaugural ceremony on
14th Sunday, March 2021 with the flag hoisting and Holy Mass
Celebrated by the Silver Jubilarian Rev. Fr. John Prakash, the
Chancellor of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese, concelebrated by Rev.
Fr. Ch. Rajkumar, the Dean and the Parish Priest of Gnanapuram
and Fr. A. Prakash, the Spiritual Director of the Visakhapatnam Regia.
We had decided that The Centenary Celebrations will go on and
going to be celebrated in each diocese of the Regia in different months
and the concluding celebrations will be in Our Archdiocese in the
month of September. But due to the pandemic situation, we have
asked the respective presidents and spiritual directors of different
dioceses to take decisions accordingly.

Pope Francis to launch rosary 'marathon'
for end to pandemic

Pope Francis on Saturday will lead
a rosary to begin a month-long
prayer marathon for the end of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The pope's rosary will be broadcast
live from the Gregorian Chapel of St.

Peter's Basilica at 6 p.m. Rome time on May 1.

Situated directly to the west of the Holy Sacrament Chapel, the
Gregorian Chapel contains the relics of St. Gregory of Nazianzus, a
Doctor of the Church, as well as a 7th-century icon of Our Lady of
Help.

The rosary kicks off a month of daily rosaries prayed at Catholic
shrines around the world for the intention of an end to the coronavirus
pandemic and the resumption of work and social activities.

Families, teens, and young adults from Rome and the surrounding
region will lead the rosary together with Pope Francis.

During the event May 1, Pope Francis will also bless rosaries to be
sent to the 30 Marian shrines participating in the daily live-streamed
prayers.

Among these are the shrines of Our Lady of Walsingham in England,
the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in the United States,
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Our Lady of Cz?stochowa in Poland, the Blessed Virgin of the Rosary
in South Korea, Our Lady of Aparecida in Brazil, Our Lady of Peace
and Good Voyage in the Philippines, Our Lady of Knock in Ireland,
the Virgin of the Poor at Banneux in Belgium, Notre Dame d'Afrique
in Algeria, Our Lady of the Rosary of Fatima in Portugal, and Our
Lady of Health in India.

Participating shrines in Italy include the Holy House of Loreto and
Shrine of the Virgin of the Rosary of Pompei.

The other global shrines are Jesus the Saviour and Mother Mary in
Nigeria, the Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth, Our Lady of
Lujan in Argentina, Our Lady Queen of Peace at Medjugorje in
Bosnia, St. Mary's Cathedral in Australia, Our Lady of Lourdes in
France, Meryem Ana in Turkey, Nuestra Señora de la Caridad del
Cobre in Cuba, Our Lady of Nagasaki in Japan, Nuestra Señora de
Montserrat in Spain, Notre Dame du Cap in Canada, the National
Shrine Our Lady Ta' Pinu in Malta, Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe
in Mexico, Mother of God in Zarvantysia in Ukraine, Altötting in
Germany, and Our Lady of Lebanon in Harissa, Lebanon.

Pope Francis will also close the month of rosaries by leading the
prayer in the Vatican Gardens May 31.

The initiative, organized by the Pontifical Council for the Promotion
of the New Evangelization, is in response to a request from the pope.

"Pope Francis wishes to involve all the shrines around the world in
this initiative, so that they may become vehicles of the prayer of the
entire Church," a press release said. "The initiative is being
conducted in the light of the biblical expression: 'Prayer by the Church
was fervently being made to God' (Acts 12:5)."

The Vatican's evangelization office said it had "extended this
invitation to all the shrines around the world, in order to promote the
diffusion of the initiative in the relevant regions, so as to reach priests,
families, and all the faithful, inviting them to join in this prayer of
intercession and hope to the Blessed Virgin Mary."

All Catholics are invited to participate in the daily rosaries however
and wherever they are able, the press release said.

A liturgical guide, available in English, Spanish, and Italian, can be
downloaded from the website of the Pontifical Council for the
Promotion of the New Evangelization.

CNA
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PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
Buddhists and Christians:

Promoting a Culture of Care and Solidarity
MESSAGE FOR THE FEAST OF VESAKH 2021

Dear Buddhist Friends,

1. On behalf of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, I
am writing to you on the occasion of the feast of Vesakh to offer
my heartfelt greetings. It is my prayer that this annual feast of the
birth, enlightenment, and passing away of Gautama Buddha may
bring joy, serenity, and hope to the hearts of Buddhists throughout
the world.

2. The current world situation, tragically marked by the COVID-19
pandemic, challenges the followers of all religions to collaborate
in new ways at the service of the human community. In his
Encyclical Fratelli tutti, signed in Assisi on 3 October 2020, Pope
Francis reiterated the urgency of a universal solidarity that allows
humanity to overcome together the difficult crises that threaten it,
because “no one is saved alone” (Pope Francis, Fratelli tutti, 32).

3. The Vesak greetings, of which we celebrated the 25th anniversary
last year, have highlighted many of the values we hold in common
and the wisdom that supports the collaboration we foster,
especially in addressing times as hard as the present one. The
suffering caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has made us aware
of our shared vulnerability and interdependence. We are called
to discover and practice the solidarity enshrined in our respective
religious traditions. As Pope Francis says, “ancient stories, full
of symbolism, bear witness to a conviction which we today share,
that everything is interconnected, and that genuine care for our
own lives and our relationship with nature is inseparable from
fraternity, justice and faithfulness to others.” (Pope Francis,
Message for the World Day of Peace, 1 January 2021).

4. The Buddhist teaching on Brahma Viharas (Four Heavenly Abodes
or Virtues) offers us a timeless message of solidarity and active
care. In speaking about mett (loving kindness), it exhorts followers
to extend boundless love to all. “As a mother even with her life
protects her only child, so let one cultivate immeasurable loving-
kindness towards all living beings” (Mett Sutta). As the Buddha
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taught, practitioners are equally encouraged to “make haste in
doing good deeds; one should restrain one’s mind from evil; for
the mind of one who is slow in doing good tends to take delight
in doing evil” (Dhammapada, 116).

5. May this dramatic situation of the COVID-19 pandemic strengthen
our bonds of friendship and further unite us in service to the
human family, adopting “a culture of dialogue as the path, mutual
cooperation as the code of conduct; reciprocal understanding
as the method and standard” (Pope Francis, Fratelli tutti, 285).

6. Dear Buddhist friends, these are the thoughts that I wish to share
with you this year. Let us look forward to the future with hope
and serenity. Happy Feast!

Miguel Ángel Card. Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ
President

Msgr. Kodithuwakku K. Indunil J.
Secretary
PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE

HOLY  CHRISM  MASS
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

The Gospel shows us a change of heart among
the people who were listening to the Lord. The
change was dramatic, and it reveals the extent
to which persecution and the cross are linked to

the proclamation of the Gospel. The admiration aroused by the
grace-filled words spoken by Jesus did not last long in the minds of
the people of Nazareth. A comment that someone murmured went
insidiously viral: “Is not this Joseph’s son?” (Lk 4:22).

It was one of those ambiguous expressions that are blurted out in
passing. One person can use it approvingly to say: “How wonderful
that someone of such humble origin speaks with this authority!”
Someone else can use it to say in scorn: “And this one, where did
he come from? Who does he think he is?” If we think about it, we
can hear the same words spoken on the day of Pentecost, when
the apostles, filled with the Holy Spirit, began to preach the Gospel.
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Some said: “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?”
(Acts 2:7). While some received the word, others merely thought
that the apostles were drunk.

Strictly speaking, those words spoken in Nazareth might go either
way, but if we look at what followed, it is clear that they contained a
seed of violence that would then be unleashed against Jesus.

They were “words of justification”, as, for example, when someone
says: “That is altogether too much!” and then either attacks the other
person or walks away.

This time, the Lord, who at times said nothing or simply walked away,
did not let the comment pass. Instead, he laid bare the malevolence
concealed in the guise of simple village gossip. “You will quote me
the proverb: ‘Physician, heal yourself’. What we have heard that
you did in Capernaum, do here also in your own country!” (Lk 4:23).
“Heal yourself…”

“Let him save himself”. There is the poison! Those same words will
follow the Lord to the cross: “He saved others, let him save himself”
(Lk 23:35). “And save us”, one of the thieves will add (cf. v. 39).

As always, the Lord refuses to dialogue with the evil spirit; he only
replies in the words of Scripture. The prophets Elijah and Elisha, for
their part, were accepted not by their own countrymen but by a
Phoenician widow and a Syrian who had contracted leprosy: two
foreigners, two people of another religion. This is itself striking and it
shows how true was the inspired prophecy of the aged Simeon that
Jesus would be a “sign of contradiction (semeion antilegomenon)”
(Lk 2:34).

Jesus’ words have the power to bring to light whatever each of us
holds in the depths of our heart, often mixed like the wheat and the
tares. And this gives rise to spiritual conflict. Seeing the signs of the
Lord’s superabundant mercy and hearing the “beatitudes” but also
the “woes” found in the Gospel, we find ourselves forced to discern
and decide. In this case, Jesus’ words were not accepted and this
made the enraged crowd attempt to kill him. But it was not yet his
“hour”, and the Lord, so the Gospel tells us, “passing through the
midst of them, went away”.

It was not his hour, yet the swiftness with which the crowd’s fury was
unleashed, and the ferocity of a rage prepared to kill the Lord on the
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spot, shows us that it is always his hour. That is what I would like to
share with you today, dear priests: that the hour of joyful proclamation,
the hour of persecution and the hour of the cross go together.

The preaching of the Gospel is always linked to the embrace of
some particular cross. The gentle light of God’s word shines brightly
in well-disposed hearts, but awakens confusion and rejection in
those that are not. We see this over and over again in the Gospels.

The good seed sown in the field bears fruit – a hundred, sixty and
thirty-fold – but it also arouses the envy of the enemy, who is driven
to sow weeds during the night (cf. Mt 13:24-30.36-43).

The tender love of the merciful father irresistibly draws the prodigal
son home, but also leads to anger and resentment on the part of
the elder son (cf. Lk 15:11-32).

The generosity of the owner of the vineyard is a reason for gratitude
among the workers called at the last hour, but it also provokes a
bitter reaction by one of those called first, who is offended by the
generosity of his employer (cf. Mt 20:1-16).

The closeness of Jesus, who dines with sinners, wins hearts like
those of Zacchaeus, Matthew and the Samaritan woman, but it also
awakens scorn in the self-righteous.

The magnanimity of the king who sends his son, thinking that he
will be respected by the tenant farmers, unleashes in them a ferocity
beyond all measure. Here we find ourselves before the mystery of
iniquity, which leads to the killing of the Just One (cf. Mt 21:33-46).

All this, dear brother priests, enables us to see that the preaching of
the Good News is mysteriously linked to persecution and the cross.

Saint Ignatius of Loyola – excuse the “family advertising” – expresses
this evangelical truth in his contemplation on the Nativity of the Lord.
There he invites us “to see and consider what Saint Joseph and
Our Lady did in setting out on their journey so that the Lord could
be born in extreme poverty and after many labours – experiencing
hunger, thirst, heat and cold, injuries and indignities – die on the
Cross, and all this for me”. He then invites us, “in reflecting on this,
to draw some spiritual profit” (Spiritual Exercises, 116). The joy of
the Lord’s birth; the pain of the Cross; persecution.
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What reflection can we make to “draw some profit” for our priestly
life by contemplating this early appearance of the cross – of
misunderstanding, rejection and persecution – at the beginning
and at the very heart of the preaching of the Gospel?

Two thoughts occur to me.
First: we are taken aback to see the cross present in the Lord’s life
at the very beginning of his ministry, even before his birth. It is
already there in Mary’s initial bewilderment at the message of the
angel; it is there in Joseph’s sleeplessness, when he felt obliged
to send Mary away quietly. It is there in the persecution of Herod
and in the hardships endured by the Holy Family, like those of so
many other families obliged to live in exile from their homeland.

All this makes us realize that the mystery of the cross is present
“from the beginning”. It makes us understand that the cross is not
an afterthought, something that happened by chance in the Lord’s
life. It is true that all who crucify others throughout history would
have the cross appear as collateral damage, but that is not the case:
the cross does not appear by chance. The great and small crosses
of humanity, the crosses of each of us, do not appear by chance.

Why did the Lord embrace the cross fully and to the end? Why did
Jesus embrace his entire Passion: his betrayal and abandonment
by his friends after the Last Supper, his illegal arrest, his summary
trial and disproportionate sentence, the gratuitous and unjustifiable
violence with which he was beaten and spat upon...?  If mere
circumstances conditioned the saving power of the cross, the Lord
would not have embraced everything. But when his hour came, he
embraced the cross fully. For on the cross there can be no
ambiguity! The cross is non-negotiable.

A second thought: true, there is an aspect of the cross that is an
integral part of our human condition, our limits and our frailty. Yet it
is also true that something happens on the Cross that does not
have to do with our human weakness but is the bite of the serpent,
who, seeing the crucified Lord defenceless, bites him in an attempt
to poison and undo all his work. A bite that tries to scandalize –
and this is an era of scandals – a bite that seeks to disable and
render futile and meaningless all service and loving sacrifice for
others. It is the venom of the evil one who keeps insisting: save
yourself.
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It is in this harsh and painful “bite” that seeks to bring death, that
God’s triumph is ultimately seen. Saint Maximus the Confessor tells
us that in the crucified Jesus a reversal took place. In biting the
flesh of the Lord, the devil did not poison him, for in him he
encountered only infinite meekness and obedience to the will of
the Father. Instead, caught by the hook of the cross, he devoured
the flesh of the Lord, which proved poisonous to him, whereas for
us it was to be the antidote that neutralizes the power of the evil
one.

These are my reflections. Let us ask the Lord for the grace to profit
from this teaching. It is true that the cross is present in our preaching
of the Gospel, but it is the cross of our salvation. Thanks to the
reconciling blood of Jesus, it is a cross that contains the power of
Christ’s victory, which conquers evil and delivers us from the evil
one. To embrace it with Jesus and, as he did before us, to go out
and preach it, will allow us to discern and reject the venom of
scandal, with which the devil wants to poison us whenever a cross
unexpectedly appears in our lives.

“But we are not among those who shrink back (hypostoles)”
(Heb 10:39), says the author of the Letter to the Hebrews. “We are
not among those who shrink back”. This is the advice that the author
gives us. We are not scandalized, because Jesus himself was not
scandalized by seeing that his joyful preaching of salvation to the
poor was not received wholeheartedly, but amid the shouts and
threats of those who refused to hear his word or wanted to reduce
it to legalisms such as moralism or clericalism.

We are not scandalized because Jesus was not scandalized by having
to heal the sick and to set prisoners free amid the moralistic, legalistic
and clerical squabbles that arose every time he did some good.

We are not scandalized because Jesus was not scandalized by
having to give sight to the blind amid people who closed their eyes
in order not to see, or looked the other way.

We are not scandalized because Jesus was not scandalised that
his proclamation of a year of grace of the Lord – a year that embraces
all of history - provoked a public scandal in matters that today would
barely make the third page of a local newspaper.
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We are not scandalized because the preaching of the Gospel is
effective not because of our eloquent words but because of the
power of the cross (cf. 1 Cor 1:17).

The way we embrace the cross in our preaching of the Gospel –
with deeds and, when necessary, with words – makes two things
clear. That the sufferings that come from the Gospel are not ours,
but rather “the sufferings of Christ in us” (2 Cor 1:5), and that “we
do not preach ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as
servants of all for the love of Jesus” (2 Cor 4:5).

I would like to end by sharing one of my memories. “Once, at a dark
moment in my life, I asked the Lord for the grace to free me from a
difficult and complex situation. A dark moment. I had to preach the
Spiritual Exercises to some women religious, and on the last day,
as was customary in those days, they all went to confession. One
elderly Sister came; she had a clear gaze, eyes full of light. A woman
of God. At the end of the confession, I felt the urge to ask her a
favour, so I said to her, ‘Sister, as your penance pray for me, because
I need a particular grace. Ask the Lord for it. If you ask the Lord,
surely he will give it to me’. She paused in silence for a moment and
seemed to be praying, then she looked at me and said, ‘The Lord
will certainly give you that grace, but make no mistake about it: he
will give it to you in his own divine way’. This did me much good,
hearing that the Lord always gives us what we ask for, but that he
does so in his divine way. That way involves the cross. Not for
masochism. But for love, love to the very end”.

EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT OF EASTER
The women thought they would find a body to anoint; instead they
found an empty tomb.  They went to mourn the dead; instead they
heard a proclamation of life.  For this reason, the Gospel tells us,
the women “were seized with trembling and amazement” (Mk 16:8);
they were filled with trembling, fear and amazement.  Amazement. 
A fear mingled with joy that took their hearts by surprise when they
saw the great stone before the tomb rolled away and inside a young
man in a white robe.  Wonder at hearing the words: “Do not be
afraid!  You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He has
risen” (v. 6).  And a message: “He is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him” (v. 7).  May we too accept this message, the
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message of Easter.  Let us go to Galilee, where the Risen Lord has
gone ahead of us.  Yet what does it mean “to go to Galilee”?

To go to Galilee means, first, to begin anew.  For the disciples it
meant going back to the place where the Lord first sought them out
and called them to follow him.  The place of their first encounter
and the place of their first love.  From that moment on, leaving
their nets behind, they followed Jesus, listening to his preaching
and witnessing the miracles he performed.  Yet, though they were
always with him, they did not fully understand him.  Frequently they
misunderstood his words and in the face of the cross they abandoned
him and fled.  Even so, the Risen Lord once more appears as the
one who goes ahead of them to Galilee.  He precedes them.  He
stands before them and constantly calls them to follow him.  He
says to them: “Let us start over from where we began.  Let us begin
anew.  I want you to be with me again, in spite of everything”.  In
this Galilee, we learn to be amazed by the Lord’s infinite love, which
opens new trails along the path of our defeats.This is how the Lord
is: he creates new paths on the road of our defeats.  This is how he
is; and he invites us to Galilee to do this.

This is the first Easter message that I would offer you: it is always
possible to begin anew, because there is always a new life that
God can awaken in us in spite of all our failures.  From the rubble
of our hearts – and each one of us knows the rubble of our hearts
– God can create a work of art; from the ruined remnants of our
humanity, God can prepare a new history.  He never ceases to go
ahead of us: in the cross of suffering, desolation and death, and in
the glory of a life that rises again, a history that changes, a hope
that is reborn.  In these dark months of the pandemic, let us listen
to the Risen Lord as he invites us to begin anew and never lose
hope.

Going to Galilee also means setting out on new paths.  It means
walking away from the tomb.  The women were looking for Jesus
in the tomb; they went to recall what they had experienced with
him, which was now gone forever.  They went to indulge in their
grief.  There is a kind of faith that can become the memory of
something once beautiful, now simply to be recalled.  Many people
– including us – experience such a “faith of memories”, as if Jesus
were someone from the past, an old friend from their youth who is
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now far distant, an event that took place long ago, when they attended
catechism as a child.  A faith made up of habits, things from the past,
lovely childhood memories, but no longer a faith that moves me, or
challenges me.  Going to Galilee, on the other hand, means realizing
that faith, if it is to be alive, must get back on the road.  It must daily
renew the first steps of the journey, the amazement of the first
encounter.  And it must continue to trust, not thinking it already
knows everything, but embracing the humility of those who let
themselves be surprised by God’s ways.  We are usually afraid of
God’s surprises; we are always worried that God will surprise us.
 And today the Lord invites us to let ourselves be surprised.  Let us
go to Galilee, then, to discover that God cannot be filed away among
our childhood memories, but is alive and filled with surprises.  Risen
from the dead, Jesus never ceases to amaze us.

This, then, is the second message of Easter: faith is not an album
of past memories; Jesus is not outdated.  He is alive here and now. 
He walks beside you each day, in every situation you are
experiencing, in every trial you have to endure, in your deepest
hopes and dreams.  He opens new doors when you least expect it,
he urges you not to indulge in nostalgia for the past or cynicism
about the present.  Even if you feel that all is lost, please, let yourself
be open to amazement at the newness Jesus brings: he will surely
surprise you.

Going to Galilee also means going to the peripheries.  Galilee was
an outpost: the people living in that diverse and disparate region
were those farthest from the ritual purity of Jerusalem.  Yet that is
where Jesus began his mission.  There he brought his message to
those struggling to live from day to day, the excluded, the vulnerable
and the poor.  There he brought the face and presence of God,
who tirelessly seeks out those who are discouraged or lost, who
goes to the very peripheries of existence, since in his eyes no one
is least, no one is excluded.  The Risen Lord is asking his disciples
to go there even now: he asks us to go to Galilee, to the real “Galilee”
of daily life, the streets we travel every day, the corners of our cities. 
There the Lord goes ahead of us and makes himself present in the
lives of those around us, those who share in our day, our home, our
work, our difficulties and hopes.  In Galilee we learn that we can
find the Risen One in the faces of our brothers and sisters, in the
enthusiasm of those who dream and the resignation of those who
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are discouraged, in the smiles of those who rejoice and the tears of
those who suffer, and above all in the poor and those on the fringes. 
We will be amazed how the greatness of God is revealed in littleness,
how his beauty shines forth in the poor and simple.

And this is the third message of Easter: Jesus, the Risen Lord, loves
us without limits and is there at every moment of our lives.  Having
made himself present in the heart of our world, he invites us to
overcome barriers, banish prejudices and draw near to those around
us every day in order to rediscover the grace of everyday life.  Let us
recognize him here in our Galilees, in everyday life.  With him, life will
change.  For beyond all defeats, evil and violence, beyond all suffering
and death, the Risen One lives and guides history.

Dear sister, dear brother: if on this night you are experiencing an
hour of darkness, a day that has not yet dawned, a light dimmed or
a dream shattered, go, open your heart with amazement to the
message of Easter: “Do not be afraid, he has risen!  He awaits you
in Galilee”.  Your expectations will not remain unfulfilled, your tears
will be dried, your fears will be replaced by hope.  For the Lord
always goes ahead of you, he always walks before you.  And, with
him, life always begins anew.

HOLY MASS ON THE LITURGICAL
FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY

The risen Jesus appeared to the disciples on several occasions.
He patiently soothed their troubled hearts. Risen himself, he now
brings about “the resurrection of the disciples”. He raises their spirits
and their lives are changed. Earlier, the Lord’s words and his example
had failed to change them. Now, at Easter, something new happens,
and it happens in the light of mercy. Jesus raises them up with mercy.
Having received that mercy, they become merciful in turn. It is hard
to be merciful without the experience of having first received mercy.

First, they receive mercy through three gifts. First, Jesus offers
them peace, then the Spirit and finally his wounds. The disciples
were upset. They were locked away for fear, fear of being arrested
and ending up like the Master. But they were not only huddled
together in a room; they were also trapped in their own remorse.
They had abandoned and denied Jesus. They felt helpless,
discredited, good for nothing. Jesus arrives and says to them



26

twice, ”Peace be with you!” He does not bring a peace that removes
the problems without, but one that infuses trust within. It is no
outward peace, but peace of heart. He tells them “Peace be with
you! As the Father has sent me, even so I send you” (Jn 20:21). It
is as if to say, “I am sending you because I believe in you”. Those
disheartened disciples were put at peace with themselves. The
peace of Jesus made them pass from remorse to mission. The
peace of Jesus awakens mission. It entails not ease and comfort,
but the challenge to break out of ourselves. The peace of Jesus
frees from the self-absorption that paralyzes; it shatters the bonds
that keep the heart imprisoned. The disciples realized that they
had been shown mercy: they realized that God did not condemn or
demean them, but instead believed in them.  God, in fact, believes
in us even more than we believe in ourselves. “He loves us better
than we love ourselves (cf. SAINT JOHN HENRY
NEWMAN, Meditations and Devotions, III, 12, 2). As far as God is
concerned, no one is useless, discredited or a castaway. Today
Jesus also tells us, “Peace be with you! You are precious in my
eyes. Peace be with you! You are important for me. Peace be with
you! You have a mission. No one can take your place. You are
irreplaceable. And I believe in you”.

Second, Jesus showed mercy to his disciples by granting them the
Holy Spirit. He bestowed the Spirit for the forgiveness of sins (cf.
vv. 22-23). The disciples were guilty; they had run away, they had
abandoned the Master. Sin brings torment; evil has its price. Our
sin, as the Psalmist says (cf. 51:5), is always before us. Of
ourselves, we cannot remove it. Only God takes it away, only he by
his mercy can make us emerge from the depths of our misery. Like
those disciples, we need to let ourselves be forgiven, to ask heartfelt
pardon of the Lord. We need to open our hearts to being forgiven.
Forgiveness in the Holy Spirit is the Easter gift that enables our
interior resurrection. Let us ask for the grace to accept that gift,
to embrace the Sacrament of forgiveness. And to understand that
Confession is not about ourselves and our sins, but about God and
his mercy. Let us not confess to abase ourselves, but to be raised
up. We, all of us, need this badly. Like little children who, whenever
they fall, need to be picked up by their fathers, we need this. We
too fall frequently. And the hand of our Father is ready to set us on
our feet again and to make us keep walking. That sure and
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trustworthy hand is Confession. Confession is the sacrament that
lifts us up; it does not leave us on the ground, weeping on the hard
stones where we have fallen.  Confession is the Sacrament of
resurrection, pure mercy. All those who hear confessions ought to
convey the sweetness of mercy. This is what confessors are meant
to do: to convey the sweetness of the mercy of Jesus who forgives
everything. God forgives everything.

Together with the peace that rehabilitates us and the forgiveness
that lifts us up, Jesus gave his disciples a third gift of mercy: he
showed them his wounds. By those wounds we were healed (cf. 1
Pet 2:24; Is 53:5). But how can wounds heal us? By mercy. In those
wounds, like Thomas, we can literally touch the fact that God has
loved us to the end. He has made our wounds his own and borne
our weaknesses in his own body. His wounds are open channels
between him and us, shedding mercy upon our misery. His wounds
are the pathways that God has opened up for us to enter into his
tender love and actually “touch” who he is. Let us never again doubt
his mercy. In adoring and kissing his wounds, we come to realize
that in his tender love all our weaknesses are accepted. This
happens at every Mass, where Jesus offers us his wounded and
risen Body. We touch him and he touches our lives. He makes
heaven come down to us. His radiant wounds dispel the darkness
we carry within. Like Thomas, we discover God; we realize how
close he is to us and we are moved to exclaim, “My Lord and my
God!” (Jn 20:28). Everything comes from this, from the grace of
receiving mercy. This is the starting-point of our Christian journey.
But if we trust in our own abilities, in the efficiency of our structures
and projects, we will not go far. Only if we accept the love of God,
will we be able to offer something new to the world.

And that is what the disciples did: receiving mercy, they in turn
became merciful. We see this in the first reading. The Acts of the
Apostles relate that “no one claimed private ownership of any
possessions, but everything they owned was held in common”
(4:32). This is not communism, but pure Christianity. It is all the
more surprising when we think that those were the same disciples
who had earlier argued about prizes and rewards, and about who
was the greatest among them (cf. Mt 10:37; Lk 22:24). Now they
share everything; they are “of one heart and soul”” (Acts 4:32). How
did they change like that? They now saw in others the same mercy
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that had changed their own lives. They discovered that they shared
the mission, the forgiveness and the Body of Jesus, and so it
seemed natural to share their earthly possessions. The text
continues: “There was not a needy person among them” (v. 34).
Their fears had been dispelled by touching the Lord’s wounds, and
now they are unafraid to heal the wounds of those in need. Because
there they see Jesus. Because Jesus is there, in the wounds of
those in need.

Dear sister, dear brother, do you want proof that God has touched
your life? See if you can stoop to bind the wounds of others. Today
is the day to ask, “Am I, who so often have received God’s peace,
his mercy, merciful to others? Do I, who have so often been fed by
the Body of Jesus, make any effort to relieve the hunger of the
poor?” Let us not remain indifferent. Let us not live a one-way faith,
a faith that receives but does not give, a faith that accepts the gift
but does not give it in return. Having received mercy, let us now
become merciful. For if love is only about us, faith becomes arid,
barren and sentimental. Without others, faith becomes
disembodied. Without works of mercy, it dies (cf. Jas 2:17). Dear
brothers and sisters, let us be renewed by the peace, forgiveness
and wounds of the merciful Jesus. Let us ask for the grace to
become witnesses of mercy. Only in this way will our faith be alive
and our lives unified. Only in this way will we proclaim the Gospel
of God, which is the Gospel of mercy.

HOLY MASS WITH PRIESTLY ORDINATIONS

HOMILY OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
Dear brothers, these children of ours have been
called to the order of the presbyterate. Let us
carefully consider what ministry they will be
elevated to in the Church.

As you know, brothers, the Lord Jesus is the only
high priest of the New Testament; but in him also
all the holy people of God were constituted a
priestly people. Nonetheless, among all his disciples, the Lord Jesus
wanted to choose some in particular, so that by publicly exercising
the priestly office in the Church in his name in favor of all men, they
would continue his personal mission as teacher, priest and pastor.
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After mature reflection, we are now about to raise these brothers to
the order of priests, so that in the service of Christ the teacher, priest
and pastor they cooperate in building the body of Christ, which is the
Church, into the people of God and the holy temple of the Spirit.

As for you, beloved children, who are about to be promoted to the
order of the presbyterate, consider that by exercising the ministry
of sacred doctrine you will participate in the mission of Christ, the
only teacher. You will be shepherds like him, this is what he wants
of you. Shepherds. Shepherds of the holy faithful people of God.
Shepherds who go with the people of God: sometimes in front of
the flock, sometimes in the middle or behind, but always there,
with the people of God.

At one time - in the language of the past - there was talk of the
“ecclesiastical career”, which did not have the same meaning as it
does today. This is not a “career”: it is a service, a service like that
which God has done to his people. And this service of God to his
people has “traces”, it has a style, a style that you must follow.
Style of closeness, style of compassion and style of tenderness.
This is God’s style. Closeness, compassion, tenderness.

The vicinity. The four neighborhoods of the priest are four.
Closeness to God in prayer, in the sacraments, in the Mass. Talk to
the Lord, be close to the Lord. He made himself close to us in his
Son. The whole story of his Son. He has also been close to you, to
each of you, on the path of your life up to this moment. Even in the
bad times of sin, it was there. Nearness. Be close to the holy faithful
people of God. But first of all close to God, with prayer. A priest
who does not pray slowly extinguishes the fire of the Spirit within.
Closeness to God.

Second: closeness to the Bishop, and in this case to the “Vice
Bishop”. Stay close, because in the Bishop you will have unity. You
are, I don’t mean servants - you are God’s servants - but collaborators
of the Bishop. Nearness. I remember once, a long time ago, a priest
who had the misfortune - so to speak - of making a “slip”... The first
thing I had in mind was to call the Bishop. Even in bad times he
calls the Bishop to be close to him. Closeness to God in prayer,
closeness to the Bishop. “But I don’t like this Bishop…”. But he’s
your father. “But this Bishop treats me badly...” Be humble, go to
the Bishop.
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Third: closeness between you. And I suggest you a resolution to
make this day: never speak badly of a brother priest. If you have
something against another, be men, you have pants: go there, and
tell him to his face. “But this is a very bad thing ... I don’t know how
he will take it ...”. Go to the Bishop, who helps you. But never, never
gossip. Don’t be talkative. Don’t fall into gossip. Unity among you:
in the presbyteral council, in the commissions, at work. Closeness
between you and the Bishop.

And fourth: for me, after God, the most important closeness is to
the holy faithful people of God. None of you studied to become a
priest. You have studied the ecclesiastical sciences, as the Church
says it must be done. But you were chosen, taken from the people
of God. The Lord said to David: “I have taken the flock away from
you”. Do not forget where you came from: of your family, of your
people ... Do not lose the sense of the people of God. Paul said to
Timothy: “Remember your mother, your grandmother ...”. Yes, where
did you come from. And that people of God ... The author of the
Letter to the Hebrews says: “Remember those who introduced you
to the faith”. Priests of the people, not clerics of state!

The four closeness of the priest: closeness with God, closeness
with the Bishop, closeness between you, closeness with the people
of God. The style of closeness which is God’s style. But God’s style
is also a style of compassion and of tenderness. Don’t close your
heart to problems. And you will see so many! When people come to
tell you about their problems and to be accompanied… You waste
time listening and consoling. Compassion, which leads you to
forgiveness, to mercy. Please: be merciful, be forgiving. Because
God forgives everything, he never tires of forgiving, it is we who get
tired of asking for forgiveness. Closeness and compassion. But
tender compassion, with that tenderness of family, of brothers, of a
father ... with that tenderness that makes you feel that you are in
the house of God.

I wish you this style, this style which is God’s style.

And then, I mentioned something to you in the Sacristy, but I would
like to mention it here before the people of God. Please, get away
from vanity, from the pride of money. The devil enters “from the
pockets”. Think about this. Be poor, as the holy faithful people of
God are poor. Poor people who love the poor. Don’t be climbers.
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The “ecclesiastical career” ... Then you become an official, and when
a priest begins to be an entrepreneur, both in the parish and in the
college ..., wherever he is, he loses that closeness to the people, he
loses that poverty that makes him similar to poor Christ and crucified,
and becomes the entrepreneur, the entrepreneur priest and not the
servant. I heard a story that moved me. A very intelligent, very
practical, very capable priest, who had many administrations in his
hands, but had his heart attached to that office one day, because he
saw that one of his employees, an elderly man, had made a mistake,
he scolded, chased him out. And that old man died for this. That
man had been ordained a priest, and ended up as a ruthless
businessman. Always have this image, always have this image.
Pastors close to God, to the Bishop, among you, and to the people
of God. Pastors: servants as shepherds, not entrepreneurs. And
get away from the money.

And then, remember that this road of the four neighborhoods is
beautiful, this road of being shepherds, because Jesus comforts the
shepherds, because He is the Good Shepherd. And seek consolation
in Jesus, seek consolation in Our Lady - do not forget the Mother -
always seek consolation there: to be consoled from there.

And carry the crosses - there will be some in our life - in the hands
of Jesus and Our Lady. And don’t be afraid, don’t be afraid. If you
are close to the Lord, the Bishop, among yourselves, and the people
of God, if you have God’s style - closeness, compassion and
tenderness - do not be afraid, that everything will be fine.

Dear Fathers, Sisters
Three invocations inserted in the litany of our Lady,

they are highlighted in bold, Kindly note and instruct
our people to include these while praying the Litany

<˚ee÷‘·  ÁbÕs¡úq
Á|üuÛÑTyê ! <äj·T#·÷|ü+&ç.

Áø°düTÔyê ! <äj·T#·÷|ü+&ç.

Á|üuÛÑTyê !  <äj·T#·÷|ü+&ç.

Áø°düTÔyê e÷ ÁbÕs¡úq $q qe<Ûä]+#·+&ç.

Áø°düTÔyê e÷ ÁbÕs¡úq Á|üø±s¡eTT <äj·T#˚j·T+&ç.
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|üs¡̋ Àø£eT+<äT+&Ó&ÉT |æ‘·jÓÆTq düπs«X¯«sê!  n+<äs¡T: e÷ MT<ä <äj·T>± qT+&É+&ç

˝Àø£eTTqT s¡øÏå+∫q |ü⁄Á‘·T&Ó’q düπs«X¯«sê! ,,

|ü$Á‘ê‘·àjÓÆTq düπs«X¯«sê! ,,

eTVü‰ |ü]X¯ó<ä∆ @ø£ Á‹‘·« düπs«X¯«sê! ,,

|ü]X¯ó<ä∆ eT]j·Te÷à ,,

düπs«X¯«s¡Tì jÓTTø£ÿ e÷‘· ,,

ø£q´ø£\jÓTTø£ÿ |ü]X¯ó<ä∆ ø£q´ø£ ,,

Áø°düTÔì jÓTTø£ÿ e÷‘· ,,

ìØøÏå+#·Tyê] ÄX¯j·TeT>∑T e÷‘· ,,

<˚e es¡Á|ükÕ<äeTT jÓTTø£ÿ e÷‘· ,,

eTVü‰ |ü]X¯ó<ä∆ e÷‘· ,,

eTVü‰ $s¡øÏÔ>± qT+&Ó&ç e÷‘· ,,

ìs¡à\yÓTÆq e÷‘· ,,

ø£q´X¯ó<ä∆eTT #Ó&Éì e÷‘· ,,

Áù|eT≈£î ‘·–q e÷‘· ,,

eTVü‰düTÔ‹øÏ bÕÁ‘·yÓTÆq e÷‘· ,,

eT+∫ Ä˝À#·q jÓTTø£ÿ e÷‘· ,,

düèwæºø£s¡Ô jÓTTø£ÿ e÷‘· ,,

s¡ø£å≈£îì e÷‘· ,,

ldüuÛÑ e÷‘· ,,

ø±s¡TD´ e÷‘· ,,

eTVü‰ $y˚ø£eTT>∑\ ø£q´ø£ ,,

eTVü‰ |üP»´yÓTÆq ø£q´ø£ ,,

düTÔ‹+|üã&É jÓ÷>∑́ yÓTÆq ø£q´ø£ ,,

X¯øÏÔ>∑\ ø£q´ø£ ,,

<äj·T>∑\ ø£q´ø£ ,,

$XÊ«düeTT>∑\ ø£q´ø£ ,,

<Ûäs¡àeTT jÓTTø£ÿ n<ä›e÷ ,,

C≤„qeTT jÓTTø£ÿ Ä\j·Te÷ ,,

e÷ dü+‘√wüeTTjÓTTø£ÿ ø±s¡De÷ ,,

C≤„q bÕÁ‘·e÷

eTVæ≤eT≈£î ‘·–q bÕÁ‘·e÷ ,,

n‘·́ +‘· uÛÑøÏÔjÓTTø£ÿ bÕÁ‘·e÷ ,,
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<˚e s¡Vü≤dǘ eTT>∑\ s√C≤ |ü⁄wüŒe÷       n+<äs¡T: e÷ MT<ä <äj·T>± qT+&É+&ç

<ëM<äTì ñ|üŒ]>± ,,

<ä+‘·eTj·TyÓTÆq >√|ü⁄s¡e÷ ,,

dü«s¡íeTj·TyÓTÆq Ä\j·Te÷ ,,

yê>∑∆‘·ÔeTT jÓTTø£ÿ eT+<ädüe÷ ,,

yÓ÷ø£åeTT jÓTTø£ÿ yêøÏ* ,,

ñ<äj·Tø±\ qø£åÁ‘·e÷ ,,

yê´~ÛÁ>∑düTÔ\≈£î Äs√>∑́ e÷ ,,

bÕbÕ‘·Tà\≈£î X¯s¡De÷ ,,

e\dü Á|ü»\ z<ësêŒ ,,

ø£wüº|ü&ÉT yês¡\≈£î Ä<äs¡Tyê ,,

Áø°düTÔe⁄\ jÓTø£ÿ düVü‰j·Te÷ ,,

düqàqdüTÿ\ jÓTTø£ÿ sêõ„ ,,

|æ‘·s¡T\ jÓTø£ÿ sêõ„ ,,

Bs¡È<äs¡TÙ\ jÓTTø£ÿ sêõ„ ,,

nb˛düTÔ\ jÓTTø£ÿ sêõ„ ,,

y˚<äkÕ≈£åî\ jÓTTø£ÿ sêõ„ ,,

düTÔrj·TT\ jÓTTø£ÿ sêõ„ ,,

ø£q´ø£\ jÓTTø£ÿ sêõ„ ,,

düø£\ |ü⁄˙‘·T\jÓTTø£ÿ sêõ„ ,,

»qà bÕ|üeTT Ò̋ø£ ñ<ä“¤$+∫q sêõ„ ,,

yÓ÷ø£åeTTq≈£î ø=ìb˛ã&çq sêõ„ ,,

|ü]X¯ó<ä∆ »|üe÷\ sêõ„ ,,

düø£\ ≈£î≥T+u≤\ sêõ„ ,,

ldüuÛÑjÓTTø£ÿ sêõ„ ,,

düe÷<ÛëqeTTjÓTTø£ÿ sêõ„ ,,

>∑Ts¡Te⁄\ jÓTTø£ÿ sêõ„ ,,

ˇ : düπs«X¯«s¡Tì >=Á¬s|æ̋ ≤¢ ˝Àø£eTT jÓTTø£ÿ bÕ|üeTT\qT |ü]Vü≤]+#Ó&ç yêsê!

n+ : e÷ bÕ|üeTT\qT eTìï+#·+&ç kÕ«$T.

ˇ : düπs«X̄«s¡Tì >=Á¬s|æ̋ ≤¢....

n+ : e÷ ÁbÕs¡úq Á|üø±s¡eTT <äj·T#̊j·T+&ç kÕ«$T.

ˇ : düπs«X¯«s¡Tì >=Á¬s|æ̋ ≤¢.....

n+ : e÷ MT<ä <äj·T>± qT+&É+&ç kÕ«MT.



34

POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL  AUDIENCE

Wednesday, 7 April 2021

Catechesis on prayer -  Praying in communion with the Saints
Dear Brothers and Sisters, good morning!

Today, I would like to reflect on the connection between prayer and
the communion of saints. In fact, when we pray, we never do so
alone: even if we do not think about it, we are immersed in a majestic
river of invocations that precedes us and proceeds after us.

Contained in the prayers we find in the Bible, that often resound in
the liturgy, are the traces of ancient stories, of prodigious liberations,
of deportations and sad exiles, of emotional returns, of praise ringing
out before the wonders of creation... And thus, these voices are
passed on from generation to generation, in a continual intertwining
between personal experience and that of the people and the humanity
to which we belong. No one can separate themselves from their own
history, the history of their own people. We always carry this
inheritance in our attitudes, and also in prayer. In the prayers of praise,
especially those that blossom from the hearts of the little ones and
the humble, echo parts of the Magnificat that Mary lifted up to God in
front of her relative Elizabeth; or of the exclamation of the elderly
Simeon who, taking Baby Jesus in his arms, said: “Lord, now lettest
thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word” (Lk 2:29).

ˇ : j˚TdüT Á|üuÛÑTì yê>∑∆‘·ÔeTT\≈£î y˚TeTT bÕÁ‘·T\eT>∑Tq≥T¢

n+ : düπs«X¯«s¡TìjÓTTø£ÿ |ü]X¯ó<ä∆e÷‘· e÷ ø=s¡≈£î ÁbÕ]ú+#·+&ç.

ÁbÕ]ú+#·T<äeTT : »>∑Á<äø£å≈£î&Ó’q j̊TdüTyê! MT d”¢e ÁøÏ+<ä ì\∫j·TT+&çq, MT ~e´

e÷‘·qT MT Á|æj·T •wüß´ìøÏ ‘·*¢>± bÕ*+∫‹πs. Ç~>√ e÷≈£îqT Ç+‘·{Ï

nqTÁ>∑Vü≤eTTqT <äj·T#˚dæ, <˚es¡yês¡T ø±\Á|üe÷DeT+<äT, ì»yÓTÆq eTqTwüß´&Ó’

»ìà+∫ ‘Ó*dæø=ìq≥T e+{Ï, neTà jÓTTø£ÿ _&É¶\T>± qT+&Ó&ç uÛ≤>∑́ eTT e÷≈£î

m|üŒ{ÏøÏì ÁbÕ|æÔ+|ü #˚j·Tqe<Ûä]+#·+&ç kÕ«$T.  ÄyÓTHé.
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Prayers — those that are good — are “expansive”, they propagate
themselves continuously, with or without being posted on social
media: from hospital wards, from moments of festive gatherings to
those in which we suffer silently... The suffering of each is the
suffering of all, and one’s happiness is transmitted to someone else’s
soul. Suffering and happiness are part of a single history: they are
stories that create history in one’s own life. This history is relived in
one’s own words, but the experience is the same.

Prayer is always born again: each time we join our hands and open
our hearts to God, we find ourselves in the company of anonymous
saints and recognized saints who pray with us and who intercede
for us as older brothers and sisters who have preceded us on this
same human adventure. In the Church there is no grief that is borne
in solitude, there are no tears shed in oblivion, because everyone
breathes and participates in one common grace. It is no coincidence
that in the ancient church people were buried in gardens surrounding
a sacred building, as if to say that, in some way, the multitude who
preceded us participate in every Eucharist. Our parents and
grandparents are there, our godfathers and godmothers are there,
our catechists and other teachers are there... That faith that was
passed on, transmitted, that we received. Along with faith, the way
of praying and prayer were also transmitted.

Saints are still here, not far away from us; and their representations
in churches evoke that “cloud of witnesses” that always surrounds
us (cf. Heb 12:1). At the beginning, we heard the Reading of the
passage from the Letter to the Hebrews. They are witnesses that
we do not adore — certainly, we do not adore these saints — but
whom we venerate and who, in thousands of different ways, bring
us to Jesus Christ, the only Lord and Mediator between God and
humanity. A “saint” who does not bring you to Jesus Christ is not a
saint, not even a Christian. A saint makes you remember Jesus
Christ because he or she journeyed along the path of life as a
Christian. Saints remind us that holiness can blossom even in our
lives, however weak and marked by sin. In the Gospels we read
that the first saint to be “canonized” was a thief, and he was
“canonized”, not by a Pope, but by Jesus himself. Holiness is a
journey of life, of a long, short or instantaneous encounter with Jesus,
but always a witness. A saint is a witness, a man or woman who
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encountered Jesus and followed Jesus. It is never too late to convert
to the Lord who is good and great in love (cf. Ps 103:8).

The Catechism explains that the saints “contemplate God, praise
him and constantly care for those whom they have left on earth.[…]
Their intercession is their most exalted service to God’s plan. We
can and should ask them to intercede for us and for the whole world”
(CCC, 2683). There is a mysterious solidarity in Christ between those
who have already passed to the other life and we pilgrims in this one:
our deceased loved ones continue to take care of us from Heaven.
They pray for us, and we pray for them and we pray with them.

We already experience this connection in prayer here in this earthly
life, this connection of prayer between ourselves and the saints,
that is, between us and those who have already reached the fullness
of life, this bond of prayer: we pray for each other, we ask for and
offer prayers... The first way to pray for someone is to speak to God
about him or her. If we do this frequently, every day, our hearts are
not closed but open to our brothers and sisters. To pray for others
is the first way to love them and it moves us toward concretely
drawing near. Even in moments of conflict, a way of dissolving the
disagreement, of softening it, is to pray for the person with whom I
am in conflict. And something changes with prayer. The first thing
that changes is my heart, my attitude. The Lord changes it to make
an encounter possible, a new encounter, to prevent the conflict
from becoming a never-ending war.

The first way to face a time of anguish is to ask our brothers and
sisters, the saints above all, to pray for us. The name given to us at
Baptism is not a label or a decoration! It is usually the name of the
Virgin, or a Saint, who expects nothing other than to “give us a
hand” in life, to give us a hand to obtain the grace we need from
God. If the trials in our life have not reached breaking point, if we
are still capable of persevering, if despite everything we proceed
trustingly, perhaps, more than to our own merits, we owe all this to
the intercession of many saints, some who are in Heaven, others
who are pilgrims like us on earth, who have protected and
accompanied us, because we all know there are holy people here
on this earth, saintly men and women who live in holiness. They do
not know it; nor do we know it. But there are saints, everyday saints,
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hidden saints, or as I like to say, the “saints next door”, those who
share their lives with us, who work with us and live a life of holiness.

Therefore, blessed be Jesus Christ, the only Saviour of the world,
together with this immense flowering of saintly men and women
who populate the earth and who have made their life a hymn to
God. For — as Saint Basil said — “The Spirit is truly the dwelling of
the saints since they offer themselves as a dwelling place for God
and are called his temple” (Liber de Spiritu Sancto 26, 62: PG 32,
184A; cf. CCC, 2684)

Wednesday, 14 April 2021

Catechesis on prayer - The Church, teacher of prayer

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

The Church is a great school of prayer. Many of us learned how
to whisper our first prayers on our parents’ or grandparents’ laps.
We might, perhaps, cherish the memory of our mommy and daddy
who taught us to say our prayers before going to bed. These
moments of recollection are often those in which parents listen to
some intimate secret and can give their advice inspired by the
Gospel. Then, as they grow up, there are other encounters, with
other witnesses and teachers of prayer (see Catechism of the
Catholic Church, 2686-2687). This is good to remember.

The life of a parish and every Christian community is marked
by liturgical moments and moments of community prayer.  We
become aware that the gift we received with simplicity in infancy is
a great heritage, a rich inheritance and that the experience of prayer
is worth deepening more and more (see ibid., 2688). The garment
of faith is not starched, but develops with us; it is not rigid, it grows,
even through moments of crisis and resurrection. Actually, there is
no growth without moments of crisis because crises make you grow.
Experiencing crisis is a necessary way to grow. And the breath of
faith is prayer: we grow in faith inasmuch as we learn to pray. After
certain passages in life, we become aware that without faith we
could not have made it and that our strength was prayer – not only
personal prayer, but also that of our brothers and sisters, and of the
community that accompanied and supported us, of the people who
know us, of the people we ask to pray for us.
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For this reason, too, communities and groups dedicated to
prayer flourish in the Church. Some Christians even feel the call to
make prayer the primary action of their day. There are monasteries,
convents, hermitages in the Church where persons consecrated to
God live. They often become centres of spiritual light. They are
centres of community prayer that radiate spirituality. They are small
oases in which intense prayer is shared and fraternal communion
is constructed day by day. They are cells that are vital not only for
the ecclesial fabric, but that of society itself. Let us think, for example,
of the role that monasticism played in the birth and growth of
European civilization, and other cultures as well. Praying and
working in community keeps the world going. It is a motor!

Everything in the Church originates in prayer and everything
grows thanks to prayer. When the Enemy, the Evil One, wants to
combat the Church, he does so first by trying to drain her fonts,
hindering them from praying. For example, we see this in certain
groups who agree about moving ecclesial reform forward, changes
in the life of the Church and all the organizations, it is the media
that informs everyone… But prayer is not evident, there is no prayer.
We need to change this; we need to make this decision that is a bit
tough… But the proposal is interesting. It is interesting! Only with
discussion, only through the media. But where is prayer? And prayer
is what opens the door to the Holy Spirit, who inspires progress.
Changes in the Church without prayer are not changes made by
the Church. They are changes made by groups. And when the Enemy
– as I said – wants to combat the Church, he does it first of all by
draining her fonts, inhibiting prayer and making these other proposals.
If prayer ceases, for a little while it seems that everything can go ahead
like always – by inertia, no? – but after a short time, the Church becomes
aware that it has become like an empty shell, that it has lost its bearings,
that it no longer possesses its source of warmth and love.

Holy women and men do not have easier lives than other
people. Even they actually have their own problems to address,
and, what is more, they are often the objects of opposition. But
their strength is prayer. They always draw from the inexhaustible
“well” of Mother Church. Through prayer they nourish the flame of
their faith, as oil used to do for lamps. And thus, they move ahead
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walking in faith and hope. The saints, who often count for little in the
eyes of the world, are in reality the ones who sustain it, not with the
weapons of money and power, of the communications media – and
so forth – but with the weapon of prayer.

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus poses a dramatic question that
always makes us reflect: “When the Son of Man comes, will he
find faith on earth?” (Lk 18:8), or will he find only organizations, like
groups of entrepreneurs of the faith, everything organized well, who
do charitable works, many things, or will he find faith? “When the
Son of man comes, will he find faith on earth?” This question comes
at the end of a parable that demonstrates the need to pray with
perseverance without getting tired (see vv. 1-8). Therefore, we can
conclude that the lamp of faith will always be lit on earth as long as
there is the oil of prayer. It is this leads faith forward and leads our
lives – weak, sinners – forward, but prayer leads it securely forward.
The question that we Christians need to ask ourselves is: Do I pray?
Do we pray? How do I pray? Like parrots or do I pray with my heart?
How do I pray? Do I pray, certain that I am in the Church and that I
pray with the Church? Or do I pray a bit according to my ideas and
then make my ideas become prayer? This is a pagan prayer, not
Christian. I repeat: We can conclude that the lamp of faith will always
be lit on earth as long as there is the oil of prayer.

And this is the Church’s essential task: to pray and to teach how
to pray. To transmit the lamp of faith and the oil of prayer from
generation to generation. The lamp of faith that illuminates fixes
things as they truly are, but it can only go forward with the oil of
faith. Otherwise, it is extinguished. Without the light of this lamp, we
would not be able to see the path of evangelization, or rather, we
would not be able to see the path in order to believe well; we would
not be able to see the faces of our brothers and sisters to draw near
and serve; we would not be able to illuminate the room where we
meet in community. Without faith everything collapses; and without
prayer faith is extinguished. Faith and prayer together. There is no
other alternative. For this reason, the Church, as the house and
school of communion, is the house and school of faith and prayer.
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Fr. Paramjyothi Duppalapudi 1 Ordination Day
Fr. Yandava Mathias 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Killada Paul 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Yandava Alphonse 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Palleti Ajay Kumar 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Palisetti Anand 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Vadlapati Mariadas 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Yandava Naresh 2 Ordination Day
Fr. Suresh Chilikoti 6 Birthday
Fr. John Prakash Jonnada 7 Ordination Day
Fr. Prakash Rao Arji 8 Birthday
Fr. Suresh Kumar Telagani 11 Ordination Day
Fr. Jeevan Babu Puvvala 14 Ordination Day
Fr. Yandava Mathias 14 Feast Day
Fr. Raparthi Poondi Vara Prasad 15 Feast Day
Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar Sivvam 17 Ordination Day
Fr. Sridhar Arikathota 17 Ordination Day
Fr. Joseph Kochuchira 18 Birthday
Fr. Varghese Chaparath 21 Ordination Day
Fr. Suresh Kumar Telagani 24 Birthday
Fr. Boddu Sunil 24 Birthday
Fr. Rajasekhar Kuparala 26 Ordination Day
Fr. Killada Ananda Rao 28 Birthday
Fr. Joseph Anithottam 31 Birthday

The Days To Remember

M

A

Y

-

2

0

2

1

ORDINATION DAY (5th)
Fr. Joseph Prabhakar Pathivada, Fr. Joseph Bandanadam,

Fr. Jesudas Mycherla, Fr. Lourdaiah Marneni, Fr. Agnel Ravindra kumar
Eagala, Fr. Showri Babu Sanaboyina, Fr. Stephen Gorantla,

Fr. Balashowry Saragadam, Fr. Elias Pasala, Fr. Ratnakumar Polamarasetty,
Fr. Anthayya Killada, Fr. Yugal Kumar Pasupuleti, Fr. Arlaiah Pasala,
Fr. Varghese Kalapurakudiyil, Fr. Velangini Suman Pradeep Arinana,

Fr. Poondi Vara Prasad Raparthi, Fr. Mariadas Chintada, Fr. Jaya Raju Kona,
Fr. Premkumar Boni, Fr. Jaya Raju Dondaparthi, Fr. Suresh Chilikoti,

Fr. Raju Gongada, Fr.V.Francis, Fr.Rajendra, Fr.S.Anthony, Fr.K.Simon.
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“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

02-05-1861 Fr. Joseph Eugene Seigneur msfs, 33 years, died at Palakonda
05-05-1846 Fr. Jacques Martin msfs, 43 years, died at Yanam
05-05-1961 Fr. Jean Marie Reydet msfs, 29 years, died at Kamptee
05-05-1980 Fr. Mathai Mathew Mappillakunnel msfs, 60 years, died at Kakinada
05-05-2003 Fr. Jose Kuttikatt, 56 years, died at Irrinjalakuda, Kerala.
06-05-2005 Fr. Jacob Puthiaparambil msfs, 93 years, died at Vizag
07-05-2016 Fr. Zacharias Kochupura, 75 years, died at Vizag
12-05-1976 Bro. Jose Chirackal msfs, 40 years, died at Vizag
12-05-1986 Fr. Joseph Marie Meynet msfs, 76 years, died at Thonon, France
14-05-1932 Fr. Joseph Vittoz msfs, 57 years, died at Annecy
18-05-1849 Fr. Marie Govard msfs, 28 years, died at Samalkot
21-05-1863 Fr. Jean Jacques Delavenay msfs, 42 years, died at Yanam
22-05-1991 Bro. Ouseph Adapur msfs, 64 years, died at Vizag
23-05-1998 Bro. Joseph Kallampally msfs, 66 years, died at Vizag
24-05-2013 Fr. John Kunnappaly, 83 years, died at Vizag
25-05-1972 Fr. Lazarus Mariadas, 77 years, died at Prathipadu
26-05-1999 Fr. Charles Grange msfs, 79 years, died at Thonon
27-05-2005 Fr. Felix Abraham SJ, 54 years, died at Madurai, Kerala
28-05-1908 Fr. Etienne Peroine msfs, 28 years, died at Vizag
28-05-1930 Bro. Maria Joseph Vivegam msfs, 29 years, died at Vizag
28-05-2005 Fr. George Pullat msfs, 66 years, died at Vadakumcherry (Trichur), Kerala
29-05-1962 Fr. Edward de Rosario, 59 years, died at Bhimili
31-05-1951 Fr. Victor Dematraz msfs, 75 years, died at Vizag.

NECHROLOGY
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