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The Pastor Speaks …..
“For the renewing grace received, We
Sing alleluia”

We have many festivals and festivities that we
as a Christian Community celebrate and naturally
there are external expressions and manifestations of the meaning
and joy of celebrating the particular feast. But, not all festivals are
the same. Though there is the need of personal involvement and
participation in the feasts, some festivals demand more involvement
as the celebration is connected directly to one’s life with God and
for God! Easter celebration, coming at the close of the Holy season
of Lent, is one such annual feast which requires of the believers a
high degree of personal involvement and participation. The
celebrations have to lead the believers to decision-making, change,
and resolution to start life again with renewed mind and heart. Easter
is the Anniversary of the Passover, the Paschal mystery, that is
intimately connected with the life journey of a baptized member in
the community. This feast is about appropriating again what is being
offered in Christ: the way, the truth, the light, and the life!

We want the fruits of the Lenten Season and Easter: It is rather
interesting point but it is good to give a thought, namely, what fruits
I am seeking or desiring from Lenten season which culminates in
the Easter Celebration? The Easter liturgy proclaims “liberation” and
“joy!”  All of us who persevered in observing the Holy season of
Lent and who join the rest of the believing community and sing
“alleluia,” “Rejoice, Christ is Risen,” individually or personally
speaking, should say over what one is actually rejoicing on Easter
morning. The invitation at the beginning of the Lenten Season was,
“The Kingdom of God is at hand, Repent, and believe in the Gospel.”
Our Easter Joy should not only be a “community joy” but also a
personal joy because of the grace of conversion to the Kingdom of
God and the Good News of the Kingdom; it is the joy coming from
the experience of reconciliation with God and our neighbor.  It is the
joy coming from the experience of being healed and restored from
the wounds caused by sin one’s mind, body, spirit and soul!. Are we
rejoicing or do you want to rejoice at Easter for receiving these
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blessings and fruits in the course of the Lenten Season and at Easter
celebrations? Are we rejoicing because we are moving from the
banks of darkness to the banks of light, from death to life, and from
untruth to truth in the Risen Christ!

Lost and found experience of the Apostles and disciples
(men and women): The Apostles and other disciples were
shocked, sad, and also uncertain as to what is to be done next.
Just when they were growing in conviction and confidence in Jesus
of Nazareth as the Messiah and as the Son of God, the Master was
removed from them, or rather he left them. They could not go where
he was going, passion and death! They did not yet “understand
what the ‘rising from the dead on the third day meant.” With the
death of their Master on the cross their connection is snapped.
Initial news of the empty tomb subjected them to even greater
confusion. This entire situation began to change only after the Risen
Christ appeared to them, spoke to them, showed his wounds, and
ate with them. The recovery of their relationship with the Master
began to happen but it took considerable number of days, till the
day of ascension, and the complete recovery was with the descent
of the Holy Spirit with His gifts. The joy of encountering their Master,
now raised from the dead made them proclaim saying, “he has
risen from the dead, he is living, and it is true!” It is a newly found
confidence! Soon, all those who shared this joy in the Risen Christ,
the Apostles and Mary, the Mother of Jesus at the lead, began to
form into the first “Community” as it were: “All these with one accord
devoted themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary,
the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren” (Acts 1:14).

Remaining connected with the Risen Christ: Here, as members
of the believing community today, we have something
important to reflect, pray, and contemplate: How connected
are we with the Lord? How consistent and convincing is our
relationship being maintained? Our present reality may not be
exactly a parallel to the situation of the Apostles and disciples but a
distancing of ourselves from our Lord Jesus Christ can happen:
distancing in matters of our faith and hope in Him, a distancing
from the sense of mission, from being disciples called to belong to
Him and proclaim Him. We know, this does really happen in each
of our lives as we strive to move forward in the journey of life. This
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distance from the Lord and loss of that connection with the Lord
can be due to the loss of that warmth and love for Him. To remain in
that continued state of faith and hope in Him is not being possible
due to things that keep happening and over which we have no control.
In certain phases and situations of our life we perhaps have lost the
capacity to be in control of things. For the Apostles and disciples,
sadness and disappointment were due to the physical absence of
their Lord and Master, and that too, happening in this unexpected
way. The one whom they began to believe as the Messiah is
“condemned and crucified on the Calvary along with two other
criminals.” But, for us who are disciples of today, Jesus our Lord is
not taken away from us. He is very much there, in His Word, in the
Sacraments, and in the believing community, the Church we belong
to. It is we who distance ourselves from Him due to our failures to
live up to our discipleship, due to neglect, and even forgetfulness of
His Word, His Sacramental presence, and His abiding presence in
the living Christian community, the Church, the people of God. In
the Holy season of Lent and at Easter celebrations an opportunity
is offered to return to Him. The Risen Christ is there always and it is
we who have to return, eliminating the distance between Him and
us! The question is how deeply we are aware of the gap and what is
causing this gap. How sorry do we feel for the situation and how
anxious are we to remove this gap. It is about our readiness to
reconcile with the Lord and with our neighbors in various aspects of
our life!

In the name of Jesus, who died and rose from the dead: The
apostles were the same persons who for the sake of Jesus who
called them “left everything and followed,” left their families,
occupation, and their plans. They were empty-handed and now the
same at the time of Jesus’ death on the Cross with regard to riches
and material possessions. But, now they are empowered in the Risen
Christ and in the anointing in the Holy Spirit, feeling secure and
confident, bold and courageous but humble and docile. They are
transformed people and began to speak and work “in the name of
Jesus” who was crucified” but “who has risen from the dead.” We
know how this newly found confidence enabled them to fearlessly
proclaim Jesus as Lord and Savior! Here, we should be able to see
how all this happened because of the Risen Christ, they had “passed
over” all that was holding them back at the time of  the crucifixion
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and death. For us too, the liturgical celebrations of the Holy Week
and Paschal vigil, should help us to “Passover” whatever is holding
us back from being in total communion with Jesus Christ. This is the
fruit of the Lenten observance and Eater celebrations we should
receive. We should Passover all that is making us live slavishly
confined to sinful life and sinful situations! The Lord wants to lead
us through this journey, like the People of Israel, from death to life,
darkness to light! We have to allow ourselves to be led by the Lord
into that New Life! This will be the true fruit we receive and therefore
sing, “Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! The Lord has truly risen!

Conclusion:
Let us wish and pray for one another that we may experience this
liberation and freedom in Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Savior! Let us
recall what we are called to be so that we can see what we are truly
now at this point of time:

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with
him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of
life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.” (Rom 6: 2-5)

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

LET  US  PRAY

Universal  Intention

Fundamental rights - We pray for those who risk their lives
while fighting for fundamental rights under dictatorships,
authoritarian regimes and even in democracies in crisis.
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ENGAGEMENTS
APRIL  2021
1st Maundy Thursday, Gajuwaka Parish, Mass at 5:30 p.m.
2nd Good Friday: Way of the Cross, at Rakshanagiri, at 6:00 a.m.

Celebration of the Passion, Seethamdhara Parish, at 3:00 p.m.
3rd Holy Saturday: Vigil Mass, at St.Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram, at 10:30 p.m.
4th Easter Sunday: St. Anthony Church, Maharanipeta, Mass at 7:00 a.m.
7th Golden Jubilee of Fr. J. Anand Rao, at Minor Seminary, Bheemili, Mass

at 10:00 a.m.
8th Mass & Confirmations, St. Joan of Arc Church, Rajahmundry, at 5:00 p.m.
9th Divine Mercy Feast, Ramachandrapuram, Mass at 11:00 a.m.
10th Golden Jubilee of Fr. Mathew Vempala MSFS, Autonagar, Mass at 6:00p.m.
11th Divine Mercy Feast, Yesupuram, Mass at 11:00 a.m.
12th – 14th Visit to Jadi - Silver Jubilee of Sr. Aruna MSI, my niece.
17th Blessing of school building, St. Ann’s High School, Mangalapalem, at

10:30 a.m.
18th Feast Mass, at Madugula, Mass at 6:00 p.m.
19th Golden Gubilee of  Bishop Maipan Paul  and  our Diocese Jubilarians,

Fr. J. Anand Rao, Fr. Jacob Karachira, Fr. Polamarasetty Mariadas and
Fr. John Prakash Jonnada, at St.Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram, Mass
at  5:30 p.m.

26th CBCI-CARD, meeting, Delhi

MAY  2021
9th Rakshanagir Feast, Gnanapuram,
12th Village Chapel Blessing, Jodimamidi, Y.S.Valasa, Mass at 10:30 a.m.
13th Fathima Matha Feast, Sabbavaram, Mass at 6:30 p.m.
14th Jesus Youth, Faith Formation, at Ross Hill, Mass at 3:00 p.m.
15th CCBI-Executive Body Meeting, 9.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. (online)
15th – 31st  Archbishop’s Office will remain close and no appointments /

engagements during these dates.

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. Chrism Mass and Recollection day: As informed already, Chrism
Mass will be on Monday, 29th March 2021 at 5.45 p.m. In the
morning there will be recollection for the clergy from 9.30 a.m. to
1.00 p.m.  As it is the day for the renewal of priestly promises and
blessing of the Oils for the use in the celebration of the sacraments,
all the priests are expected to come for the recollection and Chrism
Mass. In the city parishes, evening Masses are discouraged on
Chrism Mass day. Please encourage the faithful to participate in
the Chrism Mass.

2. As the preparations for the Holy Week celebrations are going
on, I want to bring to the notice of the clergy, religious, and the
faithful that the Liturgical celebrations should be according to the
prescribed guidelines given in the Ordo and the Missal without
sacrificing the spirit of the Liturgical celebrations. For this, as
done every year, please help the faithful to personally participate
actively and devoutly. So much of symbolism is in the Holy Week
celebrations: Preparing the readers, guiding and organizing the
choir, encouraging and facilitating community singing during these
celebrations. The recently published "Swarnamanjari" hymnal or
the earlier version should be used to help community singing.
We are not against the new hymns but all the beautiful hymns
and songs of the past, familiar to most of the faithful, should not
be totally neglected! If not, a choir consisting of few members
affects community participation.

3. I am reminding about the Annual returns forms to be submitted
by at least of 15th of April. In spite of several reminders, not even
one-third of the parish priests have responded so far. It is a matter
of love for the church and a matter of making time for this annual
exercise! Indifference is also sinful in so far as it is the neglect of
the good one is supposed to do! Try to respond at the earliest
possible to the enquiries of Secretary, Fr. Naresh, in this regard.
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4. End of the Financial Year, 2021:  A lot of changes are coming in
the law regarding the financial transactions, both about the local
and FCRA accounts. Limits of cash transactions, a record of the
details of the donors who contribute by checks or by cash that is
entered in the account books, details for the amounts in the account
books, deposited in the bank, Aadhaar card and PAN card of the
contractors - labor or materiel contracts, payment of bills by check
instead of cash to avoid too many payments by vouchers, etc are
some of the main points all have to follow.  In the larger interest of
the whole Archdiocese, in all the parishes and institutions the
expected rules have to be followed. Any serious lapse in the parishes
or institutions can be dangerous to the archdiocese account. We
are exempted from Income Tax and therefore, all of us at all levels
should take care so that this privilege is not taken away due to the
neglect of the laws and rules in effect in the country.

5. May I remind all the priests and superiors of the religious
communities to submit the ear marked collections like Mission
Sunday, Prison Ministry Sunday, Holy Childhood Sunday, and
Jyothirmai Sunday. Please check with Fr. Varghese Chaprath, the
procurator, and see that there are no pending contributions from
your parish or religious community. Mission Sunday and Holy
Childhood Sunday all the religious communities are also expected
to contribute. Pontifical Mission Office, Bangalore reminded us
recently to send the amounts immediately for the Mission Sunday,
Holy Childhood and Sr. Peter, the Apostle. Please hand over your
contributions by at least 10th of April 2021.

6. We will have Priests Council, Senate, meeting on 29th March,
Chrism Mass Day, from 3.00 - 5.00 p.m. Points for the agenda
should be given to Fr. Shekar, the Secretary. All members are
expected to come.

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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PASTORAL CENTRE

News
Youth meet at Godavari Parish:

On 27-02-2021, Saturday,
a full day Youth Meet was
conducted in Godavari
Parish, East Godavari.
More than 120 youth
participated in the meeting.
Ms. Ramani Dhanaraj from
St. Joseph’s College for
Women (A)
Visakhapatnam did an interesting and intensive Session on
Personality Development and Career Motivation as a number of
youth are still at the point of deciding about their careers. While Fr.
Arji Prakash the animated Youth Director was leading the Spirituality
Session with the Youth, it was very touching to see them participate
and ask questions on the Bible facts which was clarified well. The
Jesus Youth conducted a touching Praise and Worship with very
meaningful adoration of the Blessed Sacrament during which time
all the Youth made a good confession, which was the best gift of
the Meet. We thank the Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Manoj for arranging
such a meeting for the youth. We also thank the sisters for all the
hospitality and making all the arrangements.

Camping Sisters: The Camping sisters, sent to different parishes
for the pastoral ministry, are rendering very great services.  There
were five different congregations who have willingly allotted their
sisters for this service, namely St. Ann’s of Luzern, St. Joseph’s of
Annecy, Connossian sisters, Nirmala Sisters and Immaculate
sisters of Pondicherry. The services that they have given were;
visiting the houses, Data Collection, Preparing the faithful for the
reception of sacraments, Taking Catechism classes for the children
and the youth, prayer meetings at the houses etc. They have so far
given their services in Bobbili, Salur-2, Yanam, Venkoji Palem,
Rajamundry. We thank them for their selfless service. We are ready
to send them to different parishes at the request of the parish priests.



10

Please tell us before hand so that we will be able to allot them
accordingly.

Conducting of Papa Paschathapa Kuutami by VCYM:

The Lenten Convention
was conducted by
Youth on 11-03-2021
was very successful.
Even though it was not
a holiday, but many a
came and participated

in the convention. Rev. Fr. Shinto VC preached the Word of God
and Conducted the Adoration. The Youth belong to St. Joseph the
Worker Church have put up a mob dance on very Famous Dance
Challenge “Jerusalema” . The Youth have conducted the Way of
the Cross to Rakshanagiri and followed by Holy Mass Presided
over by Rev Fr. Ch. Rajkumar, the Dean and the Parish Priest of
Gnanapuram and Concelebrated by Rev. Fr. Harry Philip, Youth In
charge of Gajuwaka Parish and Fr. Prakash, the Youth Director.

Inaugural Ceremony of Centenary Jubilee of Legion of Mary:

 we are happy to celebrate the centenary Jubilee of Legion of Mary.
The celebrations started with the inaugural ceremony on 14th

Sunday, March 2021 with the flag hoisting and Holy Mass
Celebrated by the Silver Jubilarian Rev. Fr. John Prakash, the
Chancellor of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese, concelebrated by Rev.
Fr. Ch. Rajkumar, the Dean and the Parish Priest of Gnanapuram
and Fr. A. Prakash, the Spiritual Director of the Visakhapatnam
Regia. The Centenary Celebrations will go on and going to be
celebrated in each diocese of the Regia in different months and
the concluding celebrations will be in Our Archdiocese in the month
of September.
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A.P Jyotirmai Society (Telugu Regional Pastoral Centre)
Gnanajyothi Bible Quiz -2020

Category – 1 : 1. Roshini (SamlakotParish ) -94
2. SeeliTejaswi (PithapuramParish )-84
3. N.Likith (China Waltair)-79
4. JagamGowthami (Vengapuram Parish)-76
5. P. Mary Priyanka (Saligrampuram Parish)-75

Consolation : 1. SanjuPranay (Saligrampuram Parish)-73
2. GummuluriSowmya (Pithapuram Parish)-72
3. U.Lavanya (PithapuramParish )-71

Category – 2 : 1. ThotaPallavi (VengapuramParish )-97
BarreChintu (Pithapuram Parish)-97

2. V.Nirmala( Vengapuram Parish)-95
3. R.Radha (VengapuramParish )-91
4. Minu Anthony (Kakinada –Ii)-90
5. M.HarishithaPriyadarshini (Pithapuram Parish)-87

Consolations: 1.P.Baby (Pithapuram Parish)-86
2. GummuluriRishitha (Pithapuram Parish)-85
3. K. YelishaShayini (Peddaboddepalli Parish)-83

Category -3 : 1. Morsa Jhansi (VengapuramParish )-97
2. ThotaPavithra (VengapuramParish )-96
3. Berra Kumar Babu (GollapurolluParish )-95
4. MorsaHarika (VengapuramParish )-94
5. MorsaMounika (VengapuramParish )-93

U. Lavanya (Gollapurollu Parish)-93
Consolations: 1.Y.VinaySagar (Peddamannapuram Parish)-92

2. John Wesley (PeddaboddepalliParish )-92
3. U. YaminiKalyani (Peddaboddepalli Parish)-92

Category-4 : 1. Shyamala (Kakinada-Ii Parish )-99
2. T.Sunitha Hibshiba (Vadlapudi Parish)-96

M.Ratna Kumari (Samalkota Parish )-96,Thotta Nagaraju (Vengapuram  Parish)-
96, Matcha Vasantha (Peddaboddepalli Parish)-96, Matcha Ratna Kumari
(Peddaboddepalli Parish)-96, U.Parimala (Peddabodde-palli Parish)-96,
T. Sunitha (Vengapuram Parish)-96

3. M. Albertina (Gnanapuram Parish)-95
P. Prema Kumar (Pithapuram Parish)-95

4. M.Rajesh (PithapuramParish )-94
5. Badugu Gnana Mary (Yanam Parish)-93

Bandi Venaiakshi (Salur –Ii)-93
Kandukuri Manasa (VengapuramParish )-93

Consolations: 1.K.Vijaya Kumar (PithapuramParish )-92
2. Palla Prakash (ChinnaWaltair Parish)-91
3. M. Swetha (Gnanapuram Parish)-91
4. Sr. Santhoshi (Vadlapudi Parish)-91
5. P. Vijaayasri (MadhurwadaParish )-91
6. Nukkuri Arulappa (Vengapuram Parish)-91
7. Samardi Bhaskara Rao (Aruku Parish)-91
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Hearty Congratulations  to

Newly Ordained Deacons

Bro. Balaraju, Bro. Vimala Raju and Bro. Prabhakar

Fr. Joseph Naresh
Archbishop’s Secretary

Hearty Condolences  to  Fr. Chilikoti Suresh
March 3rd was a day of sorrow to Rev.Fr. Chilikoti Suresh, the parish
priest of Drakharama and his family members who lost their beloved

brother, Mr. Rajini
Kumar. Some of
our priests were
present for the
memorial mass,
which was held on
10th of March, at his
home parish
Eleswaram Parish.

Let us all pray for the repose soul of Mr. Rajini Kumar that he may
enjoy the everlasting bliss. We the clergy and religious of
Visakhapatnam Archdiocese express our deep sorrow and heartfelt
condolence to our beloved Fr. Chilikoti Suresh and to his family
members and relatives.
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WOMEN COMMISSION VISAKHAPATNAM
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY CELEBRATIONS-2021

On the occasion of International Women’s Day the Women
Commission of Visakhapatnam diocese organised a half day
seminar on women in the bible at Wilhelm Meyer’s Villa, Kirlampudi
Lay out Chinnawaltair, Visakhapatnam on 13th March 2021. Women
from 6 Parishes: Malkapuram, St.Francis Assisi Church
Madhurawada, Holy Family Church Vadlapudi, LurduMatha Church
Saligram, NithyaSahayaMatha Church Arilova and Chinnawaltair,
participated in it.

Content of the Seminar:
• Session on   Great women Charectorsin the Bile By Sr. Sajitha

St. Ann’s Society

• Bible Quiz for women by Miss. RamaniMalkapuram

• Bible Skit on Ruth and Martha and Mary By women

• Session on role of women in the family in its spiritual life by Sr.
Jensly St. Ann’s

• Session on Legal awareness by Sr. Nirmala Mathew, S.A.L.

The women were given prizes for the Bible quiz and skit. The
programme ended by 4.30 pm with a prayer.

Sr. Sajitha
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CONGREGATIO
PRO ECCLESIIS ORIENTALIBUS

––––––––

00193 Roma
Via della Conciliazione, 34
Indirizzo postale: 00120
CittA del Vaticano

Good Friday, 2021

Prot.N.  1/2021

Your Excellency,

Every Holy Week, we spiritually become pilgrims to Jerusalem
and contemplate the mystery of our Lord Jesus Christ, Dead and
Risen. In his Letter to the Galatians, the Apostle Paul, who had a
living and personal experience of this mystery, goes so far as to
say: “The Son of God loved me and gave Himself up for me!” (Gal.
2:20). What the Apostle lived is also the foundation of a new model
of fraternity that derives from the work of reconciliation and
pacification among all peoples carried out by the Crucified One, as
St. Paul writes in his letter to the Ephesians.

In 2020, Pope Francis wanted to remind us of the
consequences of this gift of reconciliation and he did so through
the encyclical “Fratelli tutti”. With this text, the Pope, starting from
the prophetic witness proposed by St. Francis of Assisi, wants to
help us to consider all our relationships - religious, economic,
ecological, political, and communication - in the light of the principle
of fraternity. The foundation of our being all brothers and sisters is
precisely on Calvary. There, through the greatest gift of love, the
Lord Jesus halted the spiral of enmity, broke the vicious circle of
hatred and opened for every one the way of reconciliation with the
Father, among us, and with the creation itself.

The deserted streets around the Holy Sepulchre and Old
Jerusalem echoed the empty and wet Saint Peter’s Square, which
the Holy Father crossed on 27 March 2020 on his way to the
Crucified One, before whom the whole world fell on its knees,
imploring an end to the pandemic, and making everyone feel united
by the same mystery of pain.

LETTER REGARDING CONTRIBUTIONS IN SUPPORT
OF THE HOLY LAND
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It has been a year of trials and so too for the Holy City of
Jerusalem, for the Holy Land and for the small Christian community
that lives in the Middle East that seeks to be the salt, light and
leaven of the Gospel. In 2020, the Christians of those lands suffered
an isolation that made them feel even more distant, cut off from
vital contact with the brethren from various countries of the world.
They suffered the loss of work, due to the absence of pilgrims, and
the consequent difficulty in living with dignity and providing for their
families and children. In many countries, the persistence of war
and sanctions compounded the effects of the pandemic. In addition,
part of the economic aid that the collection pro Terra Sancta
guaranteed every year also fell short, due to the added difficulties
involved in carrying it out in many countries.

Pope Francis presents the figure of the Good Samaritan to
all Christians, as a model of active charity, of enterprising and
supportive love. He also encourages us to reflect on the different
attitudes of the characters in the parable to overcome the
indifference of those who see their brother or sister in difficulty and
pass on: "Which of these persons do you identify with? This
question, blunt as it is, is direct and incisive. Which of these
characters do you resemble? We need to acknowledge that we
are constantly tempted to ignore others, especially the weak. Let
us admit that, for all the progress we have made, we are still
"illiterate" when it comes to accompanying, caring for and
supporting the most frail and vulnerable members of our developed
societies. We have become accustomed to looking the other way,
passing by, ignoring situations until they affect us directly" (Fratelli
tutti, 64).

May this year collection pro Terra Sancta be an opportunity
for everyone not to ignore the difficult situation of our brothers and
sisters of the Holy Places but rather to lighten their burdens. If this
small gesture of solidarity and sharing (Saint Paul and Saint Francis
of Assisi would call it "restitution") fails, it will be even more difficult
for many of them to resist the temptation to leave their country,
more demanding to support the parishes in their pastoral and
educational work and harder to sustain the social commitment to
the poor and suffering. The sufferings of the many displaced people
and refugees who have had to leave because of war call for an
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outstretched helping hand to pour the balm of consolation on their
wounds. We must not give up on taking care of the Holy Places
that are concrete proof of the mystery of the Incarnation of the
Son of God, and the offering of His life for us and for our salvation.

In this unusual scenario, marked by the absence of pilgrims,
we feel the duty to once again make our own the words that the
Apostle of the Gentiles addressed to the Corinthians two thousand
years ago, inviting you to a solidarity that is not based only on
philanthropy but rather on Christological motivations: "Indeed, you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: though rich, He made
Himself poor for you, so that through His poverty you might become
rich" (2 Cor. 8:9). And after recalling the principles of equality,
solidarity and the mutual exchange of material and spiritual goods,
the Apostle adds words, as eloquent then as now, which do not
need any comment: "Keep this in mind: he who sows poorly will
reap poorly, and he who sows bountifully will reap bountifully. Let
each one give according to what he has decided in his heart, not
with sadness or by force, because God loves those who give with
joy. Moreover, God has the power to make all grace abound in
you so that, always having the necessary in everything, you can
generously perform all good works." (2 Cor. 9:6-8).

To Your Excellency, the Priests, the Religious and the Faithful
who in various ways strive for the success of the Collection, in fidelity
to the participation that the Church requires of all her children, we
have the joy of transmitting the deep gratitude of the Holy Father,
Pope Francis.

Finally, as we invoke abundant Divine blessings on your
Diocese, we offer our most fraternal greeting in the Lord Jesus.

Sincerely

Leonardo Card. Sandri
Prefect

Giorgio Demetrio Gallaro
Archbishop Secretary
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Let us Celebrate
St. Joseph!

-Fr. Cedric Prakash SJ

Let us Celebrate St. Joseph! on his Feast Day (19 March) and
on every single day of this year, dedicated to him. In his Apostolic
Letter ‘Patris Corde’ (With a Father’s Heart), Pope Francis recalls
the 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron
of the Universal Church and to mark this occasion he has
proclaimed a ‘Year of Saint Joseph’, beginning 8 December 2020
and concluding on 8 December 2021. Pope Francis says “I would
like to share some personal reflections on this extraordinary figure,
so close to our own human experience. For, as Jesus says, “out of
the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Mt 12:34). My desire
to do so increased during these months of pandemic, when we
experienced, amid the crisis, how “our lives are woven together
and sustained by ordinary people, people often overlooked. People
who do not appear in newspaper and magazine headlines, or on
the latest television show, yet in these very days are surely shaping
the decisive events of our history. Doctors, nurses, storekeepers
and supermarket workers, cleaning personnel, caregivers,
transport workers, men and women working to provide essential
services and public safety, volunteers, priests, men and women
religious, and so very many others. They understood that no one
is saved alone.” We celebrate St. Joseph by internalizing the
spiritual wealth of ‘Patris Corde’.

Let us Celebrate St. Joseph! On the Feast of St. Joseph in 2013,
Pope Francis began his Pontificate. At the Inaugural Eucharist,
focusing on St Joseph, Pope Francis said, “In the Gospels, St
Joseph appears as a strong and courageous man, a working man,
yet in his heart we see great tenderness, which is not the virtue of
the weak, but rather a sign of strength of spirit and a capacity for
concern, for compassion, for genuine openness to others, for love.
We must not be afraid of goodness, of tenderness.” He added,
“that exercising the role of protector as St Joseph did, means doing
so discreetly, humbly and silently, but with an unfailing presence
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and utter fidelity, even when he finds it hard to understand. The
Gospels present St Joseph as a husband to Mary, at her side in
good times and bad, and as a father who watched over Jesus,
worried about Him and taught Him a trade. St Joseph responded
to his called to be a protector by being constantly attentive to God,
open to the signs of God’s presence and receptive to God’s plans,
and not simply his own.” As we celebrate St. Joseph, let us thank
God, for the precious gift of Pope Francis to the Church and to the
world!

Let us Celebrate St. Joseph!  In ‘Patris Corde’, Pope Francis
says, “Each of us can discover in Joseph – the man who goes
unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence – an intercessor,
a support and a guide in times of trouble. Saint Joseph reminds
us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows can play an
incomparable role in the history of salvation. A word of recognition
and of gratitude is due to them all.” He goes on to share seven
significant ‘fatherly’ dimensions which St Joseph radiates: a
beloved father; a tender and loving father; an obedient father; an
accepting father; a creatively courageous father; a working father;
a father in the shadows. Celebrating St Joseph means making a
meaningful and concerted effort to emulate some of these qualities
in our own lives.

Let us Celebrate St. Joseph! The foster-father of Jesus has
always been referred to as a ‘just man’. Right from the moment,
Mary was betrothed to him, St. Joseph was confronted with a host
of issues. He had to make very difficult decisions; every decision
of his would impact on Mary or Jesus or on both them, in a profound
way. But he did so with a great sense of prudence and responsibility
and surely, after much discernment. The Biblical ‘righteousness’
(justice) was his forte; he was imbued with a tremendous sense of
justice. Our world today is plagued with several injustices and the
victims of these injustices are always the poor, the marginalized
and the vulnerable of our society. Celebrating St Joseph today,
means we have to be visible and vocal in taking a stand against
the injustices of our time.

Let us Celebrate St. Joseph! Pope Francis has never stopped
reminding the world that the Holy Family: Joseph, Mary and Jesus
were refugees. When the child Jesus was in danger of being killed
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by King Herod. Joseph took the babe and Mary and fled into Egypt;
there they found refuge, safety and security. Joseph experienced
and understood the plight of refugees. A hallmark of the papacy of
Pope Francis has been his consistent concern for refugees and
migrants. He has been urging all to welcome, protect, promote and
integrate refugees and migrants. All around us there are migrants,
refugees, others. We have seen what happened to thousands of
migrant workers all over the country, when the lockdown was
imposed, a year ago. Celebrating St. Joseph means checking our
own attitudes: how do we treat the ‘outsider’; someone who is not
like us? Are we inclusive enough?

Let us Celebrate St. Joseph! Pope Francis often refers to Joseph
as a ‘dreamer’ capable of accepting the task entrusted to him by
God.  In one of his earlier homilies he said, “Christians, especially
young people, should follow the example of St Joseph who was
not afraid to listen to his dreams, like when he was told in a dream
not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife and again when he was
told to flee with Mary and Jesus to Egypt. When we dream great
things, beautiful things, we draw close to God’s dream, the things
that God dreams for us. May he give young people – because he,
too, was young – the ability to dream, to risk and to take on difficult
tasks that they have seen in their dreams.” Pope Francis has also
been sharing a very personal secret. “I would like to share with you
something very personal. I like St Joseph very much. He is a man
of strength and of silence. On my desk in my room, I have a statue
of St Joseph sleeping. While sleeping he looks after the Church.
Yes, he can do it! We know that. When I have a problem or a
difficulty, I write on a piece of paper and I put it under his statue so
he can dream about it. He now sleeps on a mattress of my notes.
This means please pray to St Joseph for this problem. That is why
I sleep well: it is the grace of God!”  Celebrating St Joseph means
that we too are called to dream of making our world a more humane,
just, free, equitable and fraternal one. When St Joseph awakes, he
actualises his dream; we are called to do likewise.

Let us Celebrate St. Joseph! Just before Christmas 2017, in a
homily at Casa Santa Marta Pope Francis said, “St. Joseph gives
us three key lessons as we walk with him to Bethlehem. Jesus’
father on earth knew ‘how to walk in darkness’, ‘how to listen to the
voice of God’, and ‘how to go forward in silence’.” Then speaking of
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Joseph’s struggle upon learning of Mary’s pregnancy, he continued,
“Joseph fought within himself; in that struggle, the voice of God [is
heard]: ‘But get up’ — that ‘Get up’ [which is heard] so many times
in the Bible at the beginning of a mission — ‘Take Mary, bring her
to your home. Take charge of the situation; take this situation in
hand, and go forward.’ Joseph did not go to his friends to be
comforted; he did not go to a psychiatrist so that he could interpret
the dream. No… He believed. And he went forward. He took the
situation in hand. What was the situation? What was it that Joseph
had to take up? Two things: fatherhood, and mystery.”  To truly
celebrate St Joseph today we need to embark on a similar journey:
to walk in darkness, to listen to the voice of God, and to go forward
in silence. It is not easy- but it is the way of the pilgrim, the path of
discipleship!

Let us Celebrate St. Joseph! As we pray today and every day, in
the words of Pope Francis,

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her
trust; with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and guide us in
the path of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and defend
us from every evil. Amen.

19 March 2021
*(Fr. Cedric Prakash SJ, is a human rights & peace activist/writer.
Contact: cedricprakash@gmail.com)

Greetings to you from the  CBCI Secretariat

In the light of a communication received from the Apostolic
Nunciature, kindly find (2 attachments) from the Holy Father a
Responsum and Nota explicativa which addresses a dubium
regarding the blessing of unions of persons of the same sex
and a Commentary on the said Responsum.

Thanking you

Yours sincerely

Fr Jervis D’Souza
Deputy Secretary General, CBCI
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Article of Commentary on the Responsum ad dubium

The new statement of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith is
a response to a question – in classical terms, to a dubium– occasioned,
as is normally the case, by pastors and faithful who require clarification
and guidance concerning a controversial issue. Whenquestionsare
triggered by problematic assertions or practices in important areas
ofChristian life,an affirmative or negative response is provided, along
with a statement of the reasoning that supports the response presented.
The purpose of such interventions is to help the universal Church to
respond better to the demands of the Gospel, to settle disputes, and to
foster healthy communion among the holy people of God.

In the present case, a disputed question has arisen in the framework of
the “sincere desire to welcome and accompany homosexual persons,
to whom are proposed paths of growth in faith” (Explanatory Note), as
indicated by the Holy Father Pope Francis at the conclusion of two
Synodal Assemblies on the family: “so that those who manifest a
homosexual orientation can receive the assistance they need to
understand and fully carry out God’s will in their lives” (Apostolic
Exhortation Amorislaetitia, n. 250). These words are an invitation to
evaluate,with appropriate discernment, projects and pastoral proposals
directedto this end. Among these areblessings given to the unions of
persons of the same sex. It is therefore asked whether the Church has
the power to impart her blessing: this is the formula contained in the
quaesitum.

The answer-the Responsumaddubium– is explained and motivated in
the attached Explanatory Note of the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, dated February 22, 2021, to the publication of which Pope
Francis himself has given his assent.

The Note is centered on the fundamental and decisive distinction
between persons and the union. This is so that the negative judgment
on the blessing of unions of persons of the same sex does not imply a
judgment on persons.

Persons first and foremost. In their regard, what is stated in n. 4 of
theConsiderations Regarding Proposals to Give Legal Recognition to
Unions Between Homosexual Persons written by the same
Congregation, and recalled by the Catechism of the Catholic Church,
must never be forgotten: “According to the teaching of the Church,
men and women with homosexual tendencies ‘must be accepted with
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respect, compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimination
in their regard should be avoided’ (2358)”. This teaching is recalled
and reaffirmed by the Note.

As for unions of persons of the same sex, the response to the dubium
“declares illicit any form of blessing that tends to acknowledge their
unions as such”. The Explanatory Note bases the illicitness on three
interconnected reasons.

The first reason arises from the truth and value of blessings. They
belong to the genre of sacramentals, which are “liturgical actions of
the Church” that require consonance of life with what they signify and
generate. There are meanings and outcomesof grace that the Note
explains in concise form. Consequently, a blessing on a human
relationship requires that it be ordered to both receive and express the
good that is pronounced and given by the blessing.

Thus we come to the second reason: the order that makes one fit to
receive the gift is given by the “designs of God inscribed in creation,
and fully revealed by Christ the Lord”.These are designs to which
“relationships, or partnerships, even stable, that involve sexual activity
outside of marriage” do not correspond, for they are “outside the
indissoluble union of a man and a woman open in itself to the
transmission of life.” However, not only these unions– as if the problem
were only such unions – but any union that involves sexual activity
outside of marriage, which is illicit from the moral point of view, according
to the perennialteaching of the ecclesial Magisterium.

This all implies a power that the Church does not possess, because
she does not have the power overGod’s designs, which would otherwise
be rejected and denied. The Church is not the arbiter of these designs
and the truths they express, but their faithful interpreter and witness.

The third reason is to avert an error into which one would easily be led:
that of assimilating the blessing of unions of persons of the same sex
to that of matrimonial unions. Because of the connection between
blessings of persons and the sacraments, the blessing of such unions
could in a sense imply “a certain imitation or analogue of the nuptial
blessing”,imparted to a man and a woman united in the sacrament of
Matrimony. This would be erroneous and misleading.

For the above reasons “the blessing of homosexual unions cannot be
considered licit”. This statement in no way detracts from the human
and Christian consideration in which the Church holds each person.
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So much so that the response to the dubium”does not preclude the
blessings given to individual persons with homosexual inclinations who
manifest the will to live in fidelity to the revealed plans of God as
proposed by Church teaching”.

*************************************************

Responsum of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith to a dubium regarding the blessing of the unions of
persons of the same sex

TO THE QUESTION PROPOSED :
Does the Church have the power to give the blessing to unions of
persons of the same sex?

RESPONSE:  Negative.

Explanatory Note
In some ecclesial contexts,plans and proposals for blessings of unions
of persons of the same sex arebeing advanced. Such projects are not
infrequently motivated by a sincere desire to welcome and accompany
homosexual persons, to whom are proposed paths of growth in faith,
“so that those who manifest a homosexual orientation can receive the
assistance they need to understand and fully carry out God’s will in
their lives”1.

On such paths, listening to the word of God, prayer, participation in
ecclesial liturgical actions and the exercise of charity can play an
important role in sustaining the commitment to read one’s own history
and to adhere with freedom and responsibility to one’s baptismal call,
because “God loves every person and the Church does the same”2,
rejecting all unjust discrimination.

Among the liturgical actions of the Church, the sacramentals have a
singular importance: “These are sacred signs that resemble the
sacraments: they signify effects, particularly of a spiritual kind, which
are obtained through the Church’s intercession. By them men are
disposed to receive the chief effect of the sacraments, and various
occasions of life are sanctified”3. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
specifies, then, that “sacramentals do not confer the grace of the Holy
Spirit in the way that the sacraments do, but by the Church’s prayer,
they prepare us to receive grace and dispose us to cooperate with it”
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(#1670).

Blessings belong to the category of thesacramentals, whereby the
Church “calls us to praise God, encourages us to implore his protection,
and exhorts us to seek his mercy by our holiness of life”4.In addition,
they “have been established as a kind of imitation of the sacraments,
blessings are signs above all of spiritual effects that are achieved through
the Church’s intercession”5.

Consequently, in order to conform with the nature of sacramentals, when
a blessing is invoked on particular human relationships, in addition to
the right intention of those who participate, it is necessary that what is
blessed be objectively and positively ordered to receive and express
grace, according to the designs of God inscribed in creation, and fully
revealed by Christ the Lord. Therefore, only those realities which are in
themselves ordered to serve those ends are congruent with the essence
of the blessing imparted by the Church.

For this reason, it is not licit to impart a blessing on relationships, or
partnerships, even stable, that involve sexual activity outside of marriage
(i.e., outside the indissoluble union of a man and a woman open in itself
to the transmission of life), as is the case of the unions between persons
of the same sex6. The presence in such relationships of positive
elements, which are in themselves to be valued and appreciated, cannot
justify these relationships and render them legitimate objects of an
ecclesial blessing, since the positive elementsexist withinthe context of
a unionnot ordered to the Creator’s plan.

Furthermore, since blessings on persons are in relationship with the
sacraments, the blessing of homosexual unions cannot be considered
licit. This is because they would constitute a certain imitation or
analogueof the nuptial blessing7invoked on the man and woman united
in the sacrament of Matrimony, while in fact “there are absolutely no
grounds for considering homosexual unions to be in any way similar or
even remotely analogous to God’s plan for marriage and family”8.

The declaration of the unlawfulness of blessings of unions between
persons of the same sex is not therefore, and is not intended to be, a
form of unjust discrimination, but rather a reminderof the truth of the
liturgical rite and of the very nature of the sacramentals, as the Church
understands them.

The Christian community andits Pastors are called to welcome with
respect and sensitivity persons with homosexual inclinations, and will
know how to find the most appropriate ways, consistent with Church
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teaching, to proclaim to them the Gospel in its fullness. At the same
time, they should recognize the genuinenearness of the Church –which
prays for them, accompanies them and shares their journey of Christian
faith9 – and  receive the teachings with sincere openness.

The answer to the proposed dubium does not preclude the blessings
given to individual persons with homosexual inclinations10,who manifest
the will to live in fidelity to the revealed plans of God as proposed by
Church teaching. Rather, it declares illicit any form of blessing that
tends to acknowledge their unions as such. In this case, in fact, the
blessing would manifestnot the intention to entrust such individual
persons to the protection and help of God, in the sense mentioned
above, but to approve and encourage a choice and a way of life that
cannot be recognized as objectively ordered to the revealed plans of
God11.

At the same time, the Church recalls that God Himself never ceases to
bless each of His pilgrim children in this world, because for Him “we
are more important to God than all of the sins that we can commit”12.
But he does not and cannot bless sin: he blesses sinful man, so that
he may recognize that he is part of his plan of love and allow himself to
be changed by him. He in fact “takes us as we are, but never leaves us
as we are”13.

For the above mentioned reasons, the Church does not have,and
cannothave, the power to bless unions of persons of the same sex in
the sense intended above.

The Sovereign PontiffFrancis, at the Audience granted to the
undersigned Secretary of this Congregation, was informed and gave
his assent to the publication of the above-mentioned Respon sum a
ddubium, with the annexed Explanatory Note.

Rome, from the Offices of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
the 22nd of February 2021, Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter, Apostle.

Luis F. Card. Ladaria, S.I.
Prefect

Giacomo Morandi
Archbishop tit. of Cerveteri

Secretary

.
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APOSTOLIC JOURNEY OF
HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO IRAQ

[5-8 March 2021]

 “Saint Joseph's"
Chaldean Cathedral in Baghdad

Saturday, 6 March 2021

Today the word of God speaks to us of  wisdom, 
witness and promises.
Wisdom in these lands has been cultivated since ancient times.
Indeed the search for wisdom has always attracted men and
women. Often, however, those with more means can acquire more
knowledge and have greater opportunities, while those who have
less are sidelined. Such inequality – which has increased in our
time – is unacceptable. The Book of Wisdom surprises us by
reversing this perspective. It tells us that “the lowliest may be
pardoned in mercy, but the mighty will be mightily tested” (Wis 6:6).
In the eyes of the world, those with less are discarded, while those
with more are privileged. Not so for God: the more powerful are
subjected to rigorous scrutiny, while the least are God’s privileged
ones.

Jesus, who is Wisdom in person, completes this reversal in the
Gospel, and he does so with his very first sermon, with the
Beatitudes. The reversal is total: the poor, those who mourn, the
persecuted are all called blessed. How is this possible? For the
world, it is the rich, the powerful and the famous who are blessed!
It is those with wealth and means who count! But not for God: It is
no longer the rich that are great, but the poor in spirit; not those
who can impose their will on others, but those who are gentle with
all. Not those acclaimed by the crowds, but those who show mercy
to their brother and sisters. At this point, we may wonder: if I live
as Jesus asks, what do I gain? Don’t I risk letting others lord it
over me? Is Jesus’ invitation worthwhile, or a lost cause? That
invitation is not worthless, but wise.

Jesus’ invitation is wise because love, which is the heart of the
Beatitudes, even if it seems weak in the world’s eyes, in fact always
triumphs. On the cross, it proved stronger than sin, in the tomb, it



27

vanquished death. That same love made the martyrs victorious in
their trials – and how many martyrs have there been in the last
century, more even than in the past! Love is our strength, the
source of strength for those of our brothers and sisters who here
too have suffered prejudice and indignities, mistreatment and
persecutions for the name of Jesus. Yet while the power, the glory
and the vanity of the world pass away, love remains. As the Apostle
Paul told us: “Love never ends” (1 Cor 13:8). To live a life shaped
by the Beatitudes, then, is to make passing things eternal, to bring
heaven to earth.

But how do we practice the Beatitudes? They do not ask us to do
extraordinary things, feats beyond our abilities. They ask for
daily witness. The blessed are those who live meekly, who show
mercy wherever they happen to be, who are pure of heart wherever
they live. To be blessed, we do not need to become occasional
heroes, but to become witnesses day after day. Witness is the
way to embody the wisdom of Jesus. That is how the world is
changed: not by power and might, but by the Beatitudes. For that
is what Jesus did: he lived to the end what he said from the
beginning. Everything depends on bearing witness to the love of
Jesus, that same charity which Saint Paul magnificently describes
in today’s second reading. Let us see how he presents it.

First, Paul says that “love is patient” (v. 4). We were not expecting
this adjective. Love seems synonymous with goodness, generosity
and good works, yet Paul says that charity is above all patient.
The Bible speaks first and foremost of God’s patience. Throughout
history, men and women proved constantly unfaithful to the
covenant with God, falling into the same old sins. Yet instead of
growing weary and walking away, the Lord always remained
faithful, forgave and began anew. This patience to begin anew
each time is the first quality of love, because love is not irritable,
but always starts over again.  Love does not grow weary and
despondent, but always presses ahead. It does not get
discouraged, but stays creative. Faced with evil, it does not give
up or surrender. Those who love do not close in on themselves
when things go wrong, but respond to evil with good, mindful of the
triumphant wisdom of the cross.  God’s witnesses are like that: not
passive or fatalistic, at the mercy of happenings, feelings or
immediate events. Instead, they are constantly hopeful, because
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grounded in the love that “bears all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things” (v. 7).

We can ask ourselves: how do we react to situations that are not
right? In the face of adversity, there are always two temptations.
The first is flight: we can run away, turn our backs, trying to keep
aloof from it all. The second is to react with anger, with a show of
force. Such was the case of the disciples in Gethsemane: in their
bewilderment, many fled and Peter took up the sword.  Yet neither
flight nor the sword achieved anything. Jesus, on the other hand,
changed history. How? With the humble power of love, with his
patient witness.  This is what we are called to do; and this is how
God fulfils his promises.

Promises. The wisdom of Jesus, embodied in the Beatitudes, calls
for witness and offers the reward contained in the divine promises.
For each Beatitude is immediately followed by a promise: those
who practise them will possess the kingdom of heaven, they will be
comforted, they will be satisfied, they will see God… (cf. Mt 5:3-12).
God’s promises guarantee unrivalled joy and never disappoint. But
how are they fulfilled? Through our weaknesses. God makes blessed
those who travel the path of their inner poverty to the very end.

This is the way; there is no other. Let us look to the patriarch
Abraham. God promised him a great offspring, but he and Sarah
are now elderly and childless.  Yet it is precisely in their patient and
faithful old age that God works wonders and gives them a son. Let
us also look to Moses: God promises that he will free the people
from slavery, and to do so he asks Moses to speak to Pharaoh.
Even though Moses says he is not good with words, it is through
his words that God will fulfil his promise. Let us look to Our Lady,
who under the Law could not have a child, yet was called to become
a mother. And let us look to Peter: he denies the Lord, yet he is the
very one that Jesus calls to strengthen his brethren. Dear brothers
and sisters, at times we may feel helpless and useless. We should
never give in to this, because God wants to work wonders precisely
through our weaknesses.

God loves to do that, and tonight, eight times, he has spoken to us
the word þûb’â [blessed], in order to make us realize that, with him,
we truly are “blessed”. Of course, we experience trials, and we
frequently fall, but let us not forget that, with Jesus, we are blessed.
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Whatever the world takes from us is nothing compared to the tender
and patient love with which the Lord fulfils his promises. Dear sister,
dear brother, perhaps when you look at your hands they seem empty,
perhaps you feel disheartened and unsatisfied by life. If so, do not
be afraid: the Beatitudes are for you. For you who are afflicted, who
hunger and thirst for justice, who are persecuted. The Lord promises
you that your name is written on his heart, written in heaven!

Today I thank God with you and for you, because here, where
wisdom arose in ancient times, so many witnesses have arisen in
our own time, often overlooked by the news, yet precious in God’s
eyes. Witnesses who, by living the Beatitudes, are helping God to
fulfil his promises of peace.

............................

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
TO THE COMMUNITY OF THE BELGIAN

PONTIFICAL COLLEGE
Thursday, 18 March 2021 

Dear brothers,

I am pleased to welcome you, the 175th anniversary of your College,
the Pontifical Belgian College, whose alumni include Saint John Paul
II. I thank the rector, Archbishop Smet, for his words of   introduction.

On the eve of the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, in this Year dedicated
to him, and knowing that the Belgian College has the Guardian of
the Redeemer as its heavenly Patron, we can look to him, as
ministers of Christ, to bring out some ideas regarding the identity of
the pastor and the way of exercising paternity towards those entrusted
to us. As you know, fatherhood is the main theme of the Apostolic
Letter Patriscorde, which I wrote to celebrate the 150th anniversary
of the proclamation of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church.

First of all, Saint Joseph is a father who welcomes. Indeed, after
overcoming all rebellion and setting aside his legitimate personal
plans, he loved and welcomed Mary and Jesus, a wife and son
who were very different from the vision of family life that he could
have wished for, but for this reason even more cherished and loved
by him. In other words, Joseph did not seek explanations for the
surprising and mysterious reality he found himself facing, but
welcomed it with faith, loving it just as it was. 
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In this sense, Saint Joseph is master of the spiritual life and of
discernment, and we can invoke him to free us from the bonds of
excessive reflection in which we sometimes lose ourselves, even
with the best of intentions. They manifest our tendency to “seize”
and “possess” what happens to us, rather than welcoming it first of
all as it presents itself to us.

Let’s think - to make a concrete example that is close to us - of a
priest who arrives in a new parish. That community existed before
him, it has its own history, made up of joys and sorrows, riches and
small miseries, which cannot be ignored in the name of personal
pastoral ideas and plans that one cannot wait to apply. This is a
risk we can prey to. The new parish priest must first love the
community, freely, simply because he has been sent to it; and
gradually by loving it he will get to know it in depth and be able to
help it set out on new paths.

Saint Joseph, then, is a father as protector. Being a protector is an
essential part of his vocation and mission. It is a task that Joseph
lived “discreetly, humbly and silently, but with an unfailing presence
and utter fidelity, even when he finds it hard to understand”; he
lived it “by being constantly attentive to God, open to the signs of
God’s presence and receptive to God’s plans, and not simply to
his own” (Homily, 19 March 2013). Therefore, he carried out this
task with the inner freedom of the good and faithful servant who
desires only the good of the people entrusted to him.

To protect - for Joseph, as for every priest who is inspired by his
paternity - means to love tenderly those who are entrusted to us, to
think first and foremost of their wellbeing and their happiness, with
discretion and persevering generosity. To protect is an inner attitude,
that leads us never to lose sight of others, judging from time to
time when to step back and when to draw close, but always
maintaining a vigilant, attentive and prayerful heart.

It is the attitude of the shepherd, who never abandons his flock,
but places himself in a different position in relation to it according
to the practical needs of the moment: ahead so as to open the way,
in its midst to encourage, behind to gather the last. This is what a
priest is called to do in his relationship with the community entrusted
to him, that is, to be an attentive guardian, ready to change
according to what the situation requires; not to be ‘monolithic’,
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inflexible and, as it were, cemented in a way of exercising the
ministry that may be good in itself, but not able to respond to the
changes and needs of the community.

When instead a shepherd loves and know his flock, he knows how
to make himself the servant of all (see 1 Cor 9: 19), as Saint Paul
wrote. He does not place himself and his own ideas at the centre,
but rather the good of those whom he is called upon to protect,
avoiding the contrary temptations of domination and carelessness.

Finally, Saint Joseph is a father who dreams. Not a “dreamer” in
the sense of one with his head in the clouds, detached from reality,
no, but a man who knows how to look beyond what he sees: with a
prophetic outlook, capable of recognising God’s plan where others
see nothing, and in this way to be clear about the way in in which
to head. Indeed, Saint Joseph was able to see in Mary and Jesus
not only a young spouse and a child; he always saw in them God’s
work, the presence of God.

It this way, safeguarding the fragility of the Child and his Mother,
Joseph looked beyond his duties as a father and, preferring to
believe in God rather than in his own doubts, he offered himself to
him as a tool for the realisation of a greater plan, in hidden, generous
and tireless service, until the silent end of his life.

For priests, in the same way, it is necessary to know how to dream
of the community they love, so as not to limit themselves to wanting
to conserve what exists - conserve and protect are not synonyms! -
to be ready instead to start out from the real history of people in
order to promote conversion and renewal in a missionary sense,
and to nurture a community on the move, made up of disciples guided
by the Holy Spirit and “driven” by the love of God (see 2 Cor 5: 14).

Dear priests, in this year dedicated to him, I invite you to rediscover
in a special way in prayer the figure and mission of Saint Joseph,
obedient to God’s will, humble author of great undertakings,
obedient and creative servant. It will do you good to place yourselves
and your vocations under his mantle and to learn from him the art
of fatherhood, which you will soon be called to exercise in
communities and in the areas and ministerial services that will be
entrusted to you. I accompany you with my prayer and my blessing.
And you too, please pray for me. Thank you.
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Offerings Recceived in Jan. and Feb. 2021
1 Name is not clear 10,000
2 Ithamanivalasa : Pachipenta 10,000
3 Venturu : Ramachandrapuram 5,000
4 Mr.Chinnaabbai Anaparthi 10,000
5 Bobbili Parish 10,000
6 Kondadaba Vyakulamatha shrine 10,000
7 Nelaparthipadu Dhraksharama 5,000
8 Rajahmundry Parish 10,000
9 St. Peters Cathedral Gnanapuram 5,000
10 Holy Cross Sisters, Visakhapatnam 2,000
11 Legion of Mary Members 200
12 Mandapeta Parish 10,000
13 Name is Not Clear 5,000
14 Badangi Parish, Paltair 500
15 Sisters of St. Joseph’s of Annecy Provincial 5,000
16 Seethanagaram : Fr. Varghese 10,000
17 Mr. Rayappa; Muralinagar Parish 5,000
18 Chelluru: Ramachandrapuram 3,000
19 Muralinagar Parish 5,000
20 Ukkunagaram parish 10,000
21 St. Joseph’s Hospital 5,000
22 Name is Not Clear 10,000
23 St. Joseph’s Parish, Waltair RS. 5,000

                                                                 Total 1,50,700

Birthday Offerings
1 Mr/Mrs Prabhakar & Laxmi 15,000
2 Fr. Varghese Chibtalavalsa 5,000
3 St. Ann's Mangalapalem 3,000
4 William & Lobo 1,000
5 Bridgitine Sisters 1,000
6 Fr. Bhaskar MSFS 3,000
7 Home for the Aged 1,000
8 Name is not clear 2,000
9 Parents of a Child 5,000
10 Name is Not Clear 5,000

                                                                  Total 41,000
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE

Wednesday, 17 March 2021

Catechesis on prayer - 26. Prayer and the Trinity. 2

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Good morning!

Today we will complete the catechesis on prayer as a relationship
with the Holy Trinity, in particular with the Holy Spirit.

The first gift of every Christian existence is the Holy Spirit. It is not
one of many gifts, but rather the fundamental Gift. The Spirit is the
gift that Jesus had promised to send us. Without the Spirit there is
no relationship with Christ and with the Father, because the Spirit
opens our heart to God’s presence and draws it into that “vortex”
of love that is the very heart of God. We are not merely guests and
pilgrims journeying on this earth; we are also guests and pilgrims 
in the mystery of the Trinity. We are like Abraham, who, one day,
welcoming three wayfarers in his own tent, encountered God. If
we can truly invoke God, calling him “Abba —  Dad”, it is because
the Holy Spirit dwells in us; he is the One who transforms us deep
within and makes us experience the soul-stirring joy of being loved
by God as his true children. All the spiritual work within us towards
God is performed by the Holy Spirit, this gift. He works within us to
carry  Christian life forward towards the Father, with Jesus.

The Catechism, in this respect, says: “Every time we begin to pray
to Jesus it is the Holy Spirit who draws us on the way of prayer by
his prevenient grace. Since he teaches us to pray by recalling Christ,
how could we not pray to the Spirit too? That is why the Church
invites us to call upon the Holy Spirit every day, especially at the
beginning and the end of every important action” (n. 2670). This is
the work of the Spirit in us. He “reminds” us of Jesus and makes
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him present to us — we might say that he is our Trinitarian memory,
he is the memory of God in us — and he makes it present to
Jesus, so that he is not reduced to a character from the past: that
is, the Spirit brings Jesus to the present in our consciousness. If
Christ were only far away in time, we would be alone and lost in
the world. Yes, we will remember Jesus, there, far away, but it is
the Spirit that brings him today, now, at this moment, in our heart.
But in the Spirit everything is brought to life: the possibility of
encountering Christ is open to Christians of every time and place.
The possibility of encountering Christ, not only as a historical figure,
is open. No: he attracts Christ to our hearts; it is the Spirit who
makes us encounter Jesus. He is not distant, the Spirit is with us:
Jesus still teaches his disciples by transforming their hearts, as
he did with Peter, with Paul, with Mary Magdalene, with all the
apostles. But why is Jesus present? Because it is the Spirit who
brings him to us.

This is the experience of so many people who pray: men and
women whom the Holy Spirit has formed according to the
“measure” of Christ, in mercy, in service, in prayer, in catechesis….
It is a grace to be able to meet people like this: you realize that a
different life pulsates in them, their gaze sees “beyond”. Let us
not think only of monks and hermits; they are also found among
ordinary people, people who have woven a long history of dialogue
with God, sometimes of inner struggle, which purifies faith. These
humble witnesses have sought God in the Gospel, in the Eucharist
received and adored, in the face of a brother or sister in difficulty,
and they safeguard his presence like a secret flame.

The first task of Christians is precisely to keep alive this flame that
Jesus brought to the earth (cf. Lk 12:49); and what is this flame?
It is love, the Love of God, the Holy Spirit. Without the fire of the
Spirit, the prophecies are extinguished, sorrow supplants joy,
routine substitutes love, service turns into slavery. The image of
the lighted lamp next to the Tabernacle, where the Eucharist is
reserved, comes to mind. Even when the church empties and
evening falls, even when the church is closed, that lamp remains
lit, and continues to burn; no one sees it, yet it burns before the
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Lord. This is how the Spirit, in our heart, is always present like that
lamp.

Again we read in the Catechism: “The Holy Spirit, whose anointing
permeates our whole being, is the interior Master of Christian
prayer. He is the artisan of the living tradition of prayer. To be sure,
there are as many paths of prayer as there are persons who pray,
but it is the same Spirit acting in all and with all. It is in the
communion of the Holy Spirit that Christian prayer is prayer in the
Church” (n. 2672). Very often it happens that we do not pray, we
don’t feel like praying, or many times we pray like parrots, with the
mouth, but our heart is not in it. This is the moment to say to the
Spirit: “Come, come Holy Spirit, warm my heart. Come and teach
me to pray, teach me to look to the Father, to look to the Son.
Teach what the path of faith is like. Teach me how to love and,
above all, teach me to have an attitude of hope”. It means calling
on the Spirit continually, so he may be present in our lives.

It is therefore the Spirit who writes the history of the Church and of
the world. We are open books, willing to receive his handwriting.
And in each of us the Spirit composes original works, because
there is never a  Christian who is completely identical to another.
In the infinite field of holiness, the one God, the Trinity of Love,
makes the variety of witnesses flourish: all are equal in dignity, but
also unique in the beauty that the Spirit has willed to emanate in
each of those whom God’s mercy has made his children. Let us
not forget, the Spirit is present; he is present in us. Let us listen to
the Spirit, let us call to the Spirit — he is the gift, the gift that God
has given us — and let us say to him: “Holy Spirit, I do not know
your face — we do not know it — but I know that you are the
strength, that you are the light, that you are able to make me go
forth and to teach me how to pray. Come, Holy Spirit”. This is a
beautiful prayer: “Come, Holy Spirit”.

----------------------
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Fr. David Raju Madugula 4 Birthday
Fr. Anthayya Killada 6 Birthday
Fr. Mohan Prasad Ommi 10 Ordination Day
Fr. Velangani Rao Siripuram  ,, ,,
Fr. Boddu Sunil
Fr. Killada Anand
Fr. Bunga Balaraju 11 Ordination Day
Fr. Morsa Rayappa
Fr. Harry Philips
Fr. Peter Senapathi
Fr. Chinnappa Kothapalli
Fr. Velangini Sekhar Sabbavarapu 12 Ordination Day
Fr. Dominic Savio Gompa
Fr. Manoj Kumar Boddapati
Fr. Sudhakar Sivvam
Fr. Prakash Rao Arji 14 Ordination Day
Fr. Jacob Gunana
Fr. John Prakash Jonnada 16 Birthday
Fr. Thomas Elavunkal 17 Ordination Day
Fr. Pushpanadham Annu 23 Ordination Day
Fr. Varghese Chaparath
Fr. Varghese Kollamparambil 23 Feast Day
Fr. Varghese Kalapurakudiyil
Fr. Balashowry Duggimpudi 24 Ordination Day
Fr. Mariaratnam Yejjala ,, ,,
Fr. Valangani Rao SIripuram 24 Birthday
Fr. Velangani Ramesh Kumar Y. 26 Ordination Day
Fr. Alamanda Santhosh ,, ,,
Fr. Joseph Anithottam 28 Ordination Day

Fr. Paramjyothi Duppalapudi

Fr. Jeevan Babu Puvvala

Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar Sivvam

Fr. Suresh Chilikoti

The Days To Remember

A

P

R

I

L

FEAST DAY
(EASTER)
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“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

01 -04-1850 Bro. Peirre Carton msfs, 45 years, died at Vizag
01 -04-1982 Fr. Francis Tornier msfs, 79 years, died at Geneva
03 -04-1949 Fr. Cyrille Ailloud msfs, 77 years, died at Bheemunipatnam
04 -04-1983 Fr. Thomas Parel, 81 years, died at Srikakulam
05 -04-1873 Fr. Hyppolite Moenne Loccoz msfs, 25 years, died at Karikotte, Orissa.
05 -04-1947 Fr. Soma Shourie Reddy msfs, 36 years, died at Vizag
07-04-2018 Fr. Anthony Parayil, 87years, died at vizag
07 -04-1990 Fr. Paul Thayyil msfs, 57 years, died at Vizag
08 -04-1979 Fr. Lyons Alfred Fillon msfs, 73 years, died at Lyons
09 -04-1890 Fr. Pierre Bozon-Bontemps msfs, 60 years, died at Kamptee
09- 04-2018 Bro. Jacob Vattachira msfs, 84years, died at Vizag
11 -04-1920 Fr. Claude Raymond Montagnoux msfs, 79 years, died at Kamptee
12-04-1880 Fr. Philippe Richard Cugnet msfs, 55 years, died at Vizag
15 -04-1966 Fr. Emile Gaston Poncelle msfs, 59 years, died at Sallaches, Savoy
18 -04-2014 Fr. Abraham Chirayil msfs, 86 years, died at Vizag
21 -04-1945 Fr. Mathew Kudakacherry msfs, 38 years, died at Vizag
24 -04-1907 Fr. Jean Marie Descombes msfs, 51 years, died at Marsaille, France
26-04-1999 Fr. Joseph Britto Francis msfs, 44 years, died at Pondicherry
28 -04-1914 Fr. Joan Marie Rassat msfs, 74 years, died at Gnanapuram
28 -04-1937 Fr. Jean Meynet msfs, 77 years, died at Friboury

NECHROLOGY
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