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The Pastor Speaks …..
Synodal Church: Recognizing, Respecting
and Facilitating Hierarchical Communion
Journeying together, committed to a common
mission, is the inspiring and challenging invitation
of the Church placed before us by the Synod
2021-2023. Response to this fresh invitation should come from the
local Church and we are the Church -as individual believers, as
families, institutions, the institutional works, in the apostolate we
are engaged, etc. How can we be a Community in the pattern of
the Apostolic Church where "communion, participation, and mission"
were the striking features of this "Early Church?" With the Mission
entrusted as the main task of the entire Church, it is important that
there is a "way" to be and to live, as individual believers and as a
Community of believers. This way of being the Church, the People
of God, should come for the ongoing review and reflection guided
by the Spirit of God.

We must 'be' and 'look at' the Church, more as a Community
and less as an institution: A two-fold dynamics is at work, we
know, in the Church: i) personal sphere wherein there is the daily
effort to think and act as believers in Jesus Christ and as baptized
members of the Church, the People of God. There is that relationship
with the Trinitarian God, who created us, saved us (saving us!)
through His Only Begotten Son, the Incarnate Son of God. We are
blessed with the gift of the Holy Spirit to live and act in communion
with God. In this journey we are not alone. We have our fellow
Christians and others who are yet to know and believe Jesus Christ!
ii) The second dynamics at work is in the sphere of the hierarchical
communion. From the Apostolic times onwards there is this
hierarchical communion: the Apostles, their collaborators presbyters and deacons, the elders in the community, and the rest
of the baptized members! Over the centuries, this hierarchical
character has led the Church to evolve into a well organized structure
and like an institution with well defined and atriculated laws and
rules to govern its existence and day to day functioning. Of course,
there is that tension in trying to be a "Community" and also be a
"well established institution." To remain a Community journeying
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together while functioning daily within the framework of an institution,
with structures and laws, rules and regulations to regulate, is the
real challenge to being a Church where "Communion, Participation,
and Mission" are harmoniously present and are at work!!. Unless
we are vigilant and are clear about our priorities, there is the danger
of ending up in being a formal institutional set up and not as a
"Community journeying together" in "Communion, Participation and
Mission. The Synod 2021-2023 is inviting us to see the present
situation of the Church by listening to the voices of the living
members of the Church living in a parish, a diocese, region, nation,
and continent!

Church is like a living organism and it is always in a given
space and time: In this living Church there is a movement, an
onward movement. In this onward movement, the Synod 20212023 is reminding us that Communion, Participation and Mission
have to become lived realities in the day to day life of the Church.
This triad being the characteristic of the Synodal Church that is
visualized, it is a call to look back to the Church of the apostolic
times and to the Church in the early centuries of its history. Identified
as the followers of "the Way," life of the Apostolic Church tangibly
manifested these three; Communion, Participation, and Mission.
Led by Saint Peter and other apostles, the newly formed Community
professing faith in Jesus Christ as the Messiah and Saviour, lived
in communion with the God and with the fellow believers. The people
believing in Jesus as the Christ, the anointed one, saviour and
Lord, are inter-related and inter-twined because of Jesus Christ
who is the common source of Christian identity which every baptized
member receives in Him. There is at work in all the members a
power from within drawn from Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.
There is visibility, there has to be this visibility, to what is silently at
work in the individual believing members and in the whole of the
faith community. That is the consequence or the fruit of the grace
and power at work coming from the Father, Jesus Christ, the only
begotten Son, and the Holy Spirit. In the life of the Church at macro
and micro level this essential truth of the living Church has to be
seen, recognized, nurtured and nourished in every member and in
the entire community. It is actually the lived faith of the community
being manifested, Sensus fidei!
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Hierarchical communion in the Church: In the present day
Church what is glaringly visible is the "pyramidical" structure, with
Pope and bishops on the top and lay faithful at the bottom and in
the middle are the priests and religious. In this structure there is the
hierarchical ministry, graded in a way: what a bishop is entrusted
with and what he does while exercising the Episcopal office a priest
or lay person cannot do. Naturally, certain authority is given into the
hands of the bishop. Similarly, the clergy and religious have a place,
authority, role, etc. But, here we need to remember that journeying
together as "God's flock" calls for a proper understanding of this
hierarchical ministry and understand some of the related matters
like authority, service, participation, collaboration, co-responsibilty,
charisms and gifts, etc. See what the Holy Father, Pope Francis is
saying: "…in as much as the Church is nothing other than the
"journeying together" of God's flock along the paths of history towards
the encounter with Christ the Lord, then we understand too that,
within the Church, no one can be "raised up" higher than other
persons. On the contrary, in the church, it is necessary that each
person "lowers" himself or herself, so as to serve our brothers and
sisters along the way." (Address of the Holy Father, 17th Ocober,
2015). When authority is seen as service, "ministry" then, bishops,
priests, and religious will be ministers serving the flock in the given
local Church, diocese or vicariate/deanery or parish. It is because
of this it is said the "top" is at the base or in touch with the base. The
bishops, priests and religious, lay leaders, catechists, those who
lead the pious associations and ecclesial movements are in
communion with the rest in the flock of Christ, serving in a particular
capacity. The journeying together or walking together as "People of
God" will truly be a journey together; if one is among others and
goes along with the rest in the flock! Does this mean a dismantling
of hierarchical structure in the Church? No, it is only to re-discover
the importance of 'God's flock" walking together with no one "raised
up" above others or 'lowered" below others. But, different services
to be rendered by different sections in the Church for the good of
the whole flock is what is to be facilitated. And every section in the
Church has a space to "speak" as well as "listen" to others in order
to know "what the Spirit is saying to the Church" and strive to respond
to the Spirit in a fitting and appropriate manner!
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Mission to be fulfilled should determine the dynamics of the
ongoing journey of the Church: The whole Church is entrusted
with the saving mission of the Church but not every member in the
Church is blessed with the same mission. This is where we need to
understand the vocation of every Baptized member in the Church
and the particular vocation within this vocation. In the apostolic times
this is already acknowledged and frequently the community was
reminded of the same. Using the imagery of the human body with
different parts doing their part and the image of a building or a temple
where so many bricks or stones and other materials form integral
parts of the structure the message is conveyed, each one is differently
blessed. In today's Church as well, this point should be borne in mind
by everyone, we are not above or below but we are together each
having his or her own place. There are reminders or even warnings
from different quarters about the need to avoid domination or the use
of authority to dominate and command. Clericalism or too much of
democracy, like a lay parliament, should not also be there in the daily
journey of the Church. This can be facilitated by creating opportunities
and by providing space for the contribution of different sections of the
People of God, the Church. To bring about this kind of atmosphere in
the Church, it has to be a "decision" to be a different way of being
Church. This demands one's readiness to change! We as a Church
need to be more and more a Community and less and less an institution!
"Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity,
envy, and all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual
milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation if indeed you have
tasted that that Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God's sight, and like
into a spiritual house, to be a holy Priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. But you are a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you
out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people,
but now you are God's people; Once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy." (1Pet 2: 1-5,9-10).

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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ENGAGEMENTS
NOVEMBER – 2021
2nd

Mass at St.Anthony's Church, 6.30 a.m.
Mass at St. Peter's Cathedral, 3.00 p.m. followed by Blessing of the
cemetery.
6th
Mass at the Divine Mercy Ashram, Kantakapally, at 2.30 p.m.
th
7
Confirmations, Infant Jesus Church, Seethammadhara, 5.30 p.m.
7th -12th Retreat for the Pastoral clergy
14th
Confirmations, Pendurthi Parish, 8.00 a.m.
Mass at Malkapuram Parish, Closing of the Year of St.Joseph, 6.00 p.m.
th
15
Feast of Vepada Parish, Mass at 6.00 p.m.
16th-18th Meeting with Regional Secretaries, CBCI Office for Health Care,
Trissur, Kerala
20th
First Profession, St. Anns, Luzern, Arunodaya Mass at 9.30 a.m.
st
21
TCBC Meeting and Blessing of Shamshabad Diocese Bishop's
House.
th
24
Christ the King Feast, Y.S. Valasa, 10. 30 a.m.
25th
Christ the King Feast, Chodavaram Parish, 10.30 a.m.
th
26
Prison Ministry, General Body Meeting of Regional Directors, 11.30.
27th
Golden Jubilee Celebrations, Arunodaya, Mass 5.30 p.m.
th
29
Flag hoisting, Feast of Visakhapurimatha, Ross Hill, 4:30 p.m.

DECEMBER, 2021
5th
8th
12th

Closing of the Year of St. Joseph, Bobbili Parish
Feast of Visakhapuri Mary Matha, Ross Hill, Mass at 7.00 a.m.
Manuel Welfare Association, Christmas celebration for senior
citizens.
14th
Diaconate Ordination, St. John's Regional Seminary, Hyd.
th
19
Araku parish, Confirmations, 9.00 a.m.
22th
Religious Profession, Sisters of St. Joseph of Annecy, Mass at 1030 a.m.
th
26
Feast of the Holy Family, Mass in Vadlapudi Parish
27th-28th Visit to Jadi
† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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COMMUNICATIONS
1. Recollection in December will be at the deanery level. Respective
deans will make necessary arrangements and inform deanery
priests in advance regarding the date and palce of the
recollection. The next Diocese level clergy recollection will be
in the first half of the month of January, 2022.
2. All the earmark collections should be sent for the year 2021 to
the Office of the Procurator at the earliest possible. This will
help the diocesan office to send the amount to the Office of the
Aposolic Nuncio and to the Office of the Pontifical Societies,
Bangalore, within the expected time. Kindly do the needful
regarding your parish or institution.
3. Regarding the Synodal Process that needs to be taken forward
in our Archdiocese, may I request all the parish priests and
heads/superiors of the religious communities to kindly take the
necessary steps to explain about he “Main theme of the Synod”
and the “Intention” of the Holy Father who wants give an
opportunity to the “People of God “ to express their mind about
the Church. The two booklets that are made available, one to
explain about the main thrust of the Synod and the second one
about getting the responses from from different sections of the
Church, as “People of God journeying together in the parish,
diocese, region, and in the given country. The second booklet
is not a bit paper to tick off; it has listed possible variable opinions.
The respondents may select one of the listed opinions or give a
different one than what are given. In addition the respondents
are given chance to give personal opinion by writing a small
paragraph to express one’s own opinions about the Church
and alos one’s expectations from or of the Church.
Through the voice of the faithful Church wants to know and discern
what the “Spirit is saying to the Church or Churches, local and
universal. How are we to respond to what the Spirit is saying to
the Church? Your cooperation is of utmost importance as you
and others in the parish/community give feedback on the Church.
By third week of November the team led by Fr. Arji Prakash,
Director of the Pastoral Center and Sr, Amitha wants the
7

responses from you and your parish/community. We have
prepared the same booklets in English as well to be used by the
non-Telugu speaking or English speaking faithful in the parishes.
4. About the “Grant-in-aid” RCM Schools of our archdiocese and
the state of A.P. we want to share this information of about the
present situation: The Andhra Pradesh government as a policy
wants to have only two category of schools: Government schools
and Private Schools, and therefore, no more grant-in-aid schools.
We were told that the aided teachers will be taken away to work
hereafter as government teachers and the children studying in
our schools at present will be taken and put in the available
government schools in the area. To this effect the government
has been issuing G.O.s and expecting compliance from all the
managements. The latest development is that we were asked to
give willingness letter to surrender our aided teachers and we did
that. The teachers are sent back to our schools on deputation
and they are told to wait till further orders are given. A few weeks
later, the head masters or head teachers were asked to get the
willingness letters from the parents before the shifting children to
other schools. Since some parents of the children studying in
Sacred Heart School and St. Peter’s School made a public protest
about shifting the children by withdrawing the aided teachers.
CMO Office sent a message that the managements may withdraw
the “willingness letter” given earlier and gave oral assurance that
the schools will run as before. We are waiting for an official letter
of instruction about what is to be done next. Meanwhile the aided
teachers in our schools are disturbed and worried about losing
some benefits like, their service, promotions, increments and other
financial benefits which are given to the government teachers.
The teachers say we should not have withdrawn the willingness
letter. Aided schools may run as before till April, 2021! It is a very
uncertain situation at the moment !
5. To all priests in the parishes, the pastoral clergy, diocesan and
religious, I want to hereby acknowledge and appreciate all your
good work and efforts to lead the faithful in the parish under
your care. Thus we are able to sustain the faith of the people
while ourselves drawing strength and nourishment for our own
life of faith. I hope and pray that family visits and contacts with
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the families are part of your ministry in the parish. I want to also
would like to ask you to take care of the people in the localities
and village communities in the rural parishes should not be
neglected. Celebrations in the headquarters of the parish have
to be well planned and organized but not all the faithful in the
villages come to the parish church for all the celebrations.
Therefore, regular visits and liturgical celebrations should be
there for those people. Just a minimum of one Mass in a month
is not enough. And, if this also is not given, our communities will
miss spiritual nourishment. Our visits and contacts will always
be joyfully received! This reminder may not apply to all!!

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

SYNODAL INAUGURAL MASS
at St. Peter's Cathedral, Gnanapuram
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OPENING OF THE SYNODAL PATH
HOLY MASS
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
St Peter’s Basilica
Sunday, 10 October 2021
A certain rich man came up to Jesus
“as he was setting out on his journey”
(Mk 10:17). The Gospels frequently
show us Jesus “on a journey”; he
walks alongside people and listens
to the questions and concerns lurking
in their hearts. He shows us that God
is not found in neat and orderly
places, distant from reality, but walks ever at our side. He meets
us where we are, on the often rocky roads of life. Today, as we
begin this synodal process, let us begin by asking ourselves – all of
us, Pope, bishops, priests, religious and laity – whether we, the
Christian community, embody this “style” of God, who travels the
paths of history and shares in the life of humanity. Are we prepared
for the adventure of this journey? Or are we fearful of the unknown,
preferring to take refuge in the usual excuses: “It’s useless” or
“We’ve always done it this way”?
Celebrating a Synod means walking on the same road, walking
together. Let us look at Jesus. First, he encounters the rich man
on the road; he then listens to his questions, and finally he helps
him discern what he must do to inherit eternal life. Encounter, listen
and discern. I would like to reflect on these three verbs that
characterize the Synod.
The first is encounter. The Gospel passage begins by speaking of
an encounter. A man comes up to Jesus and kneels down before
him, asking him a crucial question: “Good Teacher, what must I do to
inherit eternal life?” (v. 17). So important a question requires attention,
time, willingness to encounter others and sensitivity to what troubles
them. The Lord is not stand aloof; he does not appear annoyed or
disturbed. Instead, he is completely present to this person. He is
open to encounter. Nothing leaves Jesus indifferent; everything is
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of concern to him. Encountering faces, meeting eyes, sharing each
individual’s history. That is the closeness that Jesus embodies. He
knows that someone’s life can be changed by a single encounter.
The Gospel is full of such encounters with Christ, encounters that
uplift and bring healing. Jesus did not hurry along, or keep looking at
his watch to get the meeting over. He was always at the service of
the person he was with, listening to what he or she had to say.
As we initiate this process, we too are called to become experts in
the art of encounter. Not so much by organizing events or theorizing
about problems, as in taking time to encounter the Lord and one
another. Time to devote to prayer and to adoration – that form of
prayer that we so often neglect – devoting time to adoration, and to
hearing what the Spirit wants to say to the Church. Time to look
others in the eye and listen to what they have to say, to build rapport,
to be sensitive to the questions of our sisters and brothers, to let
ourselves be enriched by the variety of charisms, vocations and
ministries. Every encounter – as we know – calls for openness,
courage and a willingness to let ourselves be challenged by the
presence and the stories of others. If at times we would rather take
refuge in formality or presenting the proper image – the clerical and
courtly spirit, where I am more Monsieur l’abbé than Father – the
experience of encounter changes us; frequently it opens up new
and unexpected possibilities. Following today’s Angelus, I will meet
with a group of street people who came together simply because a
group of people made an effort to listen to them, sometimes just to
listen to them. And from that listening they succeeded in setting out
on a new path. So often God points out new paths in just this way.
He invites us to leave our old habits behind. Everything changes
once we are capable of genuine encounters with him and with one
another, without formalism or pretense, but simply as we are.
The second verb is listen. True encounter arises only from listening.
Jesus listened to that man’s question and to the religious and
existential concerns that lay behind it. He did not give a noncommittal reply or offer a prepackaged solution; he did not pretend
to respond politely, simply as a way of dismissing him and continuing
on his way. Jesus simply listens, for whatever amount of time it
takes; he is not rushed. Most importantly, he is not afraid to listen
to him with his heart and not just with his ears. Indeed, he does
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more than simply answer the rich man’s question; he lets him tell
his story, to speak freely about himself. Christ reminds him of the
commandments, and the man starts to talk about his youth, to share
his religious journey and his efforts to seek God. This happens
whenever we listen with the heart: people feel that they are being
heard, not judged; they feel free to recount their own experiences
and their spiritual journey.
Let us ask ourselves frankly during this synodal process: Are we
good at listening? How good is the “hearing” of our heart? Do we
allow people to express themselves, to walk in faith even though
they have had difficulties in life, and to be part of the life of the
community without being hindered, rejected or judged? Participating
in a Synod means placing ourselves on the same path as the Word
made flesh. It means following in his footsteps, listening to his word
along with the words of others. It means discovering with amazement
that the Holy Spirit always surprises us, to suggest fresh paths and
new ways of speaking. It is a slow and perhaps tiring exercise, this
learning to listen to one another – bishops, priests, religious and
laity, all the baptized – and to avoid artificial and shallow and prepackaged responses. The Spirit asks us to listen to the questions,
concerns and hopes of every Church, people and nation. And to
listen to the world, to the challenges and changes that it sets before
us. Let us not soundproof our hearts; let us not remain barricaded
in our certainties. So often our certainties can make us closed. Let
us listen to one another.
Finally, discern. Encounter and listening are not ends in themselves,
leaving everything just as it was before. On the contrary, whenever
we enter into dialogue, we allow ourselves to be challenged, to
advance on a journey. And in the end, we are no longer the same;
we are changed. We see this in today’s Gospel. Jesus senses that
the person before him is a good and religious man, obedient to the
commandments, but he wants to lead him beyond the mere
observance of precepts. Through dialogue, he helps him to discern.
Jesus encourages that man to look within, in the light of the love
that the Lord himself had shown by his gaze (cf. v. 21), and to discern
in that light what his heart truly treasures. And in this way to discover
that he cannot attain happiness by filling his life with more religious
observances, but by emptying himself, selling whatever takes up
space in his heart, in order to make room for God.
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Here is a valuable lesson also for us. The Synod is a process of
spiritual discernment, of ecclesial discernment, that unfolds in
adoration, in prayer and in dialogue with the word of God. Today’s
second reading tells us that God’s word is “living and active, sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit,
of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of
the heart” (Heb 4:12). That word summons us to discernment and it
brings light to that process. It guides the Synod, preventing it from
becoming a Church convention, a study group or a political gathering,
a parliament, but rather a grace-filled event, a process of healing
guided by the Spirit. In these days, Jesus calls us, as he did the
rich man in the Gospel, to empty ourselves, to free ourselves from
all that is worldly, including our inward-looking and outworn pastoral
models; and to ask ourselves what it is that God wants to say to us
in this time. And the direction in which he wants to lead us.
Dear brothers and sisters, let us have a good journey together! May
we be pilgrims in love with the Gospel and open to the surprises of
the Holy Spirit. Let us not miss out on the grace-filled opportunities
born of encounter, listening and discernment. In the joyful conviction
that, even as we seek the Lord, he always comes with his love to
meet us first.

13

PASTORAL CENTRE

News

1. Youth meet at St. Thomas church, Butchirajupalem
Parish: - A Small Report by Jesus Youth
Youth Meet was conducted in St. Thomas Church,
Butchirajupalem on 2nd October 2021. There were about 90 youth
of the Parish participated in the meeting. Though the youth were
silent at the beginning, they responded very well in the meet.
The Parish Priest, Rev Fr. BalaShowry introduced the Youth
Director, Fr. Arji Prakash and the team to the Youth. The Meet
began with an Action Song by the Jesus Youth to get the Youth
lively and involved. There was a beautiful Praise and Worship
session with songs and reflection to make the youth lifted by the
spirit of the Lord.

Ms. Ramani Dhanaraj from St.
Joseph’s College for Women,
Visakhapatnam has given an
interesting Session on” A Come
back Journey to God (your Life
Centre)”. The Main theme
involved Personality and
Career Development with Jesus as the focus since a number
of youths are still at the point of confusion about their careers.
Fr. Arji Prakash led the ‘Word of God’ Session with the Youth.
He used reasonable examples to make them understand the
need for reading the Word of God daily. It was very good to see
the youth responding well.
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This was followed by an uplifting Praise and Worship by the
Jesus Youth, with adoration of the Blessed Sacrament parallelly
giving the Sacrament of Confession to all the Youth which was
the best part of the Meet. During the Praise and Worship and
Repentance, we believe all the youth experienced divine
blessings and transformed their minds and hearts. The Meet
ended with a beautiful Holy Mass by Fr. J. Joseph MSFS.
Fr. Arji Prakash introduced the Jesus Youth Team (various roles
they play) to the youth and encouraged them to join the
movement. We thank the Parish Priest Rev. Fr. BalaShowry for
arranging such a meeting for the youth.
We also thank the St. Anns Sisters and the parish youth for the
hospitality and making all the arrangements.
Thank you
Yours in Christ
Jesus Youth Members

2. The Power Retreat 2021
At Archdiocese of Vishakhapatnam:
A Small Report by Youth President
It was a great day of Spiritual Nourishment to the Youth of the
Archdiocese of Vishakhapatnam on 15th of October 2021 at
Rose Hill Shrine from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There were around 350
Youth who Participated in the Power Retreat after the Pandemic.
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The day was Commenced with the Lighting of the Lamp and
Inaugural words by His Grace Most Rev. Dr.PrakashMallavarapu
the Arch Bishop. Followed by the First Session by Rev Fr. Dominic
Savio who Emphasized on the Holiness for Christ , Rev Fr. Yugal
led the Adoration with Deep Insights and Finally Concluded with
Holy Eucharistic celebration Presided over by Rev. Fr. Ch. Raja
kumar.
At the end of the day, it was a time of thanks to all those who
worked for the success of Power 2021.Rev.Fr. Arji Prakash the
Youth Director, Fr. Kondala Joseph MSFS the Shrine Director ,
all the Parish Priests who Encouraged the Youth to Participate,
Diocese Youth Council, City Parish Youth Presidents &
Representatives and Jesus Youth for well Organising and
Cooperation. May God Continue to Bless Us. Thank you
Your in Christ
Fathima Anthony
Diocesan Youth President.

3. Report of the Recollection for Camp Sisters at
Yanam, October 21st 2021:
- A Small Report by Camp Sisters
“ It was not the day that passed by but rather a day of encounter.”
The four groups of camping sisters (St. Joseph of Anncy, St
Ann’s Luzern, Nirmala
and Canossians) had
gone to Yanam. We
enjoyed and valued the
time that we spent,
together to recollect to
recharge and to reunite
with the Lord.
As we were assigned
in different Parishes,
sharing our mission experience with one another was a grace
filled moment for us. As our faith is founded in the sacramental
life of the Catholic Church our mission and work captured many
hearts to the loving heart of Jesus.
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We are grateful to Rev. Fr Ajji Prakash, our director who gave us
this golden opportunity to have this wonderful experience of being
and sharing . The Eucharistic celebration and the day of
recollection enabled us to come closer to the Lord. We were
indeed lucky to have with us Rev. Fr. K. Jayaraj, our Diocesan
Procurator.
The encounter with the lord is the source, returning to the source
we were able to go ahead in our ministry courageously. We
march ahead keeping the Lord before our eyes, between our
hands, because He is our life, He is our hope, he is our future.
Yours in Christ
Sr. Pearly Jerome

4. Report of the ministry at Yesupuram (Divine Mercy Jesus
Shrine)
The peace of Our Lord
Jesus Christ be always
with you.
We are happy to share
our experiences here at
Yesupuram parish.We
thank The Almighty God
for being gracious to us
during the past one
month. On 19 th of
September 2021 we the
sisters Pearly Jerome
and praveenaAdireddy
reached the Parish of
Yesupuram at 2.00pm.
The Parish priest Rev. Fr. Simon Kinthala extended warm
welcome to us.
The different activities under taken by us in the Parish :
• Every day we visited families, we had good experience being
with them and praying.
•

Being the month of October we prayed Rosary everyday asked
Mother Marys intercession and prayed for the various needs of
the parish.
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•

Since its a Shrine people from different parts coming praying
and witnessing, As the people place their intentions and receive
the Blessings of Mercy Jesus, it was an inspiration to reflect the
Faith of the faithful.

•

Perpetual Adoration helped us to spend Qualitative time in
prayer. Beseeching the Mercy of Jesus for the whole world,
especially for the suffering humanity during this pandemic.

•

Many spiritual activities were held in this Parish for the children,
youth and the parishners like catechism, reciting the Rosary in
the families, perpetual Adoration all the Fridays day of prayer
and fasting and, Training the Sacristian and altar boys.

It was a great opportunity to continue to grow in the knowledge
of our faith to grow in living our faith faithfully and passing it to the
children and all the people.We thank you for giving us this golden
opportunity To render our service. God blessed us during these
days of our stay in Yesupuram. We continue to entrust all the families
to the divine heart of Jesus.
Srs. Pearly Jerome and Praveena Adireddy

5. Report of the ministry at Saluru-1 (Chinnaveedi)
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Pope Francis says: “We pray that every Baptized person may
be engaged in evangelization, available to the mission, by being
witnesses of a life that has the flavor of the gospel”.
We, the
some of
Theresa
Pastoral

MSI (Nirmala sisters) are very happy to note down
our Pastoral Ministry experiences being done at St.
Church at saluru-1 (china Veedi). We had begun our
ministry on 10th august 2021 until 2nd October.

With immense joy and gratitude we thank the Almighty God for
giving us this great privilege to render our pastoral care to the
people of Saluru, with the ideology of Our MSI Spirituality and
support of our superiors.
Fr.Joseph Bandanadam, the Parish Priest of Saluru-1, requested
us to continue our Pastoral Ministry in the village called as
PUTTAGANI VALASA.

THE PARISH PRIEST HAS INSISTED US TO DO FOLLOWING
ACTIVITIES:
1. Visiting the Families.
2. Preparing for sacrament of Baptisms, confessions, and Holy
Communion.
3. Marriage Rectifications.
Our contribution to the people:
We stayed in the village Puttaganivalasa amidst the people. They
provided us with daily food taking turns family after family.
•

We visited 63 families

•

We prepared 16 children and elders for the sacrament of
baptism, confessions and Holy Communion

•

10 couples were prepared for marriage rectification

•

Gathered and animated a good number of youth.

•

Conducted Holy Rosary regularly in the Church.

•

Visited old and sick people, prayed for them and their families.

•

Conducted awareness programmes on the importance of the
sacraments of Baptism, Holy Eucharist and confession and
prepared for marriage rectifications.
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Our experience:
Irrespective of their personal, family and social problems, they are
very simple, welcoming and God-fearing people. People were loving,
caring and respectful towards us. Though they are poor, they
provided us with the best they could offer, not only food but also the
time and resources. Staying with them was almost sharing in their
pains and agonies of life. Though we had initial difficulties in pooling
youth and children, at the end of days it was a beautiful experience
of pride and satisfaction. We have learned to discipline our life with
the values of patience, dedication, commitment and trust in the
providence of God. It was a life of simplicity and witness. We thank
God for being with us.
We are grateful to Rev. Fr. Joseph Bandanadam and Rev. Fr. Nani
Babu (Paul) for the opportunity and brotherly concern.
Srs.Joshma and Jeevana Jyothi (MSI)

6. Conducting of Gnana Jyothi Bible Exam:
As you all well aware that we conduct Gnana Jyothi Bible exam
to encourage our faithful to study scripture more, this year too
we are conducting on 7th November. I request all the parish
priests to take care of this process and encourage your faithful
to partake in this exam.
7. Catechism Books:
The new stock of Catechism books according to Class wise
have come. Even though we are not going to have diocese level
syllabus for catechism for this year due to Covid, I request all
the school management to allot some time for catechism
classes. All those who need books you can contact me.

Report on the Children Renewal Camp at Gnanapuram
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On 13th and 14th of October St. Peters cathedral parish conducted
children renewal camp for their holistic development in life and in
faith. 245 children from5th standard to 10th standard participated in
the camp.10 teachers and 3 sisters from st.joseph convent helped
us to have a smooth and peaceful program on both the days. Fr.
Ch. Raja Kumar, parish priest took sessions on importance of
scripture, values and morality and the learning skills. He also taught
children action songs and helped them to be enthusiastic. Fr. P.
Benjamin took sessions on use of technology and organized the
programmes and conducted singing, mime, skits. Fr. S.B.V. Naidu
took session on the importance of sacrament of reconciliation.
Children were divided into groups and participated in word puzzle,
bible quiz. All of them took part in the rosary service. At the end of
the day they participated in the holy Eucharist .Children had a great
time in learning new things and they were taught the importance of
faith and life.

Confirmations in Different Parishes
St. Peter’s Cathedral, Gnanapuram

On 17th October, 2021, we had a solemn Eucharistic celebration
presided over by Most. Rev. Mallavarapu Prakash, Archbishop of
Visakhapatnam.. Faithful from every locality of the parish participated
with great devotion as a sign of solidarity. It was indeed a big
gathering, around 1500 for this mass. On that day, 65 members
received the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Rev. Fr. Ch. Rajakumar
Parish Priest, Gnanapuram

Holy Redeemer Church, Godavari Parish:
On Sunday 10th of October, we had a solemn Eucharistic celebration
presided over by Most. Rev. Mallavarapu Prakash, Archbishop of
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Visakhapatnam. Faithful from every substation of the parish
participated with great devotion as a sign of solidarity. On that day,
101 members received the Sacrament of Confirmation (after 18
years in the parish).
Rev. Fr. B. Manoj Kumar,
Parish Priest, Godavari Parish

Blessing of the chapel at Chappabucchampeta,
Makkuva Parish

Archbishop Most. Rev. Mallavarapu Prakash solemnly blessed the
new church at Chappabucchampeta,village in Makkuva Parish,
at 10:30 a.m. on 13th October 2021. The village is in one of the
substations on Makkuva. Seethammadhara Parish financially
supported to build this church and village faithful contributed daily
labor. Families of local faithful were happy about the new church
in their village. Some priests from vizianagaram denary
concelebrated mass.
Rev. Fr. D. Jayaraju,
Parish Priest, Makkuva
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‘Year of St Joseph’
(Celebrated in East Godavari Deanery)
“Truly, I doubt not that the angels, wondering and adoring, came
thronging in countless multitudes to that poor workshop to admire
the humility of him who guarded that dear and divine child, and
labored at his carpenter’s trade to support the son and the mother
who were committed to his care.”

October 15, 2021 witnessed such an event at St Joseph’s, Kakinada
when the faithful of East Godavari Deanery came thronging in good
number to admire the humility of him…. Moved by the Spirit; and
not an exaggeration, thoroughly encouraged by the Clergy of the
place the Faithful showed up in magnitude beyond all our
assumptions and celebrated ‘the year of St Joseph’.
It all began when the idea had been considered for the first time in
February 2021 during our bimonthly Recollection. Unison the Clergy
consented for taking further, to delve into the nuances of holding
such an event when prevailing adverse global conditions speak
louder its impossibility. As someone rightly opined ‘faith beyond
reason’ was made a platform to move forward arranging for the
gathering. Subsequent get-togethers witnessed thorough
brainstorming leading to the successful celebration slated for
October, 15 2021.
“Each of us can discover in Joseph—the man who goes unnoticed,
a daily, discreet and hidden presence—an intercessor, a support
and a guide in times of trouble.” Priests, Religious and Laity indeed
discovered it throughout the day-October 15, 2021. God’s Faithful
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from all the twenty one parishes of East Godavari Deanery turned
up in good numbers. From early in the morning the festivity gained
momentum as the Faithful started arriving using all possible means
of conveyance. Their participation had been sealed by respective
Parish Priests shouldering the travel expenses.
Sessions held separately for Children, Youth and the Rest. It was
altogether an ‘experience of Pentecost’. The Spirit enabled the Clergy
and Religious conduct the sessions with spontaneity and ease. And
the Spirit opened up the hearts of the faithful hailing from different
walks of life and from different ethnic backgrounds to His promptings
and helped them benefited from what had been addressed to them.
The Clergy and the Religious owned the event and provided
everything for it. A blend of cooperation, understanding, coordination,
etc. prevailed pervading all over enhancing morale, infusing
confidence in everyone responsible that glorifying God and remain
serving God’s faithful.

The climax of the day’s schedule was the Eucharist presided over by
His Grace Most Rev. Dr M Prakash-Our Archbishop. During the Offertory
every parish community was symbolically received by His Grace and
had been entrusted to the care of St Joseph. Sentiments of gratitude
were exchanged alongside with expression of respect to His Grace for
his encouraging presence. Our archbishop’s gentle company and the
apostolic blessings he bestowed over the faithful marked the close of
the day/‘year of St Joseph’ celebration and the heavens were opened
dropping showers of blessings (a few rain drops).
“It is true that the other saints enjoy great power in heaven, but they
ask as servants, and do not command as masters. Saint Joseph, to
whose authority Jesus was subject on earth, obtains what he desires
from his kingly foster Son in heaven.”
Reported by: Fr. Polamarasetty Mariadas, Dean
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Popular Mission Convention at ARAKU

Rev. Fr. M. Jesudas
Parish Priest, Araku
PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
Christians and Hindus: Together Bringing Light
in People’s Lives in Times of Despair

MESSAGE FOR THE FEAST OF DEEPAVALI 2021
Vatican City
Dear Hindu Friends,
The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue extends its most
cordial greetings to you on the occasion of Deepavali which falls
on 4 November this year. May the observance of this feast even in
the midst of anxiety and uncertainty arising from the present
pandemic, and its resultant worldwide crises, light up your lives,
homes and communities with the hope for a better future!
Besides the scars that are fresh in our minds of the first and second
waves of the pandemic which upended the lives and livelihood of
people, in one way or another, there runs through in all of us, in
varying degrees, a sense of resignation, despair and despondency
whenever devastating things happen across the globe caused by
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factors ranging from terrorism to ecological degradation. These not
only instil fear in people but also add to their distress and despair. It
is in this context, we wish to share with you some thoughts - in
keeping with our cherished tradition - on how we, both Christians
and Hindus can bring the light of hope in people’s lives in such
challenging times.
As amidst the dark clouds of the current pandemic which have
caused immeasurable suffering and trauma to the people there have
been silver linings of solidarity and fraternity, it is within our ability
to demonstrate that we can be ‘together’ and overcome every crisis
with resolve and love, even the seemingly insurmountable. The
power of solidarity unleashed in alleviating the suffering and
assisting the needy, more so with an interreligious character and
responsibility, gives visibility to the light of hope by putting in evidence
the response which adherents of all religious traditions are called
upon to make in times of despair and darkness. Bringing light
together in people’s lives through interreligious solidarity also
validates the usefulness and resourcefulness of religious traditions
in society.
A growing awareness of the need to be with and to belong to one
another in the present pandemic period calls for finding, more and
more, ways of bringing the light of hope where there is discord and
division, destruction and devastation, deprivation and
dehumanization. Only through a greater awareness among us that
we are all part of one another, that we are brothers and sisters of
one another (cfr. Pope Francis, Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti- On
Fraternity and Social Friendship, 3 October 2020) and that we have
a shared responsibility for one another and for the planet, which is
our ‘common home’, can we attempt to lift us out of despair of any
kind. Moreover, by being interdependent and working in solidarity
with others, we shall emerge out of every crisis better. Even the
pressing global issues that threaten to disrupt the harmony between
nature and people and the harmonious co-existence of people such
as climate change, religious fundamentalism, terrorism, hyper
nationalism, xenophobia can be effectively addressed since these
are concerns that affect us all.
In times of crisis, while religious traditions- as repositories of
centuries of wisdom - have the power of lifting our sagging spirits,
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they also have the capacity to help individuals and communities to
reset their life's compass with hope, with their gaze fixed beyond
their present despair. Above all else, they instruct and invite their
adherents to reach out, using every means in their power, to those
who feel a sense of hopelessness so as to give them hope.
It is incumbent upon religious and community leaders, therefore, to
nurture the spirit of fraternity among their followers with a view to
helping them walk and work together with the people of other religious
traditions, most especially during crisis and calamity of every kind.
Fraternity, according to Pope Francis, “is the true cure for the
pandemic and the many evils that have affected us” (Address to the
Members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See, 8
February, 2021). Being responsible for one another inter-religiously
is a sure means of strengthening solidarity and fraternity among us,
and bringing succour to the afflicted and hope to the distressed.
As believers grounded in our own respective religious traditions and
as persons with shared vision for and shared responsibility towards
humanity, in particular the suffering humanity, may we Christians
and Hindus, individually and collectively, and joining hands with
people of other religious traditions and of good will, reach out to
people who are in despair, to bring light into their lives!
We wish you all a Happy Deepavali!

Miguel Ángel Cardinal Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ
President

Rev. Msgr. Indunil Kodithuwakku Janakaratne Kankanamalage
Secretary

APPOINTMENT
Dear fathers and sisters Fr. Bandari Jayaraj HGN is
appointed as the assistant parish priest of St. Anne & St.
Peter Catholic Church , Yallamanchili. We assure of our
prayers and wish him all the best for his ministry.
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Vademecum - Chapter 5
Resources for organizing the Synodal Process
1. Methodology for the Diocesan Synodal Process
Each diocese can discern the most conducive ways of enabling
a Spirit-led synodal experience for its people, paying particular
attention to those whose voices have not been heard in the
past. There is advice and resources on how to go about this on
the Synod website.
As mentioned above, individuals and groups are encouraged to
participate in the Synodal Process through their local Church.
However, it is also possible for individuals and groups to
contribute directly to the General Secretariat of the Synod of
Bishops (EC, 6).
Within each local Church, gatherings should be set up in a way
that promotes the most fruitfulsynodal experience in the local
context. Ideally more than one of these “synodal consultation
meetings” would be organized for the same group of participants
so they can go deeper and dialogue more richly. Alternatively,
new groupings can be organized so that more people get to
listen to and engage with a wider diversity of views and
experiences.
Individuals can also contribute their consultation feedback directly
to the diocese. For individual submissions to the consultation,
adequate information and materials should be distributed in a
timely way so that the views expressed can be included in the
diocesan synthesis. Communal experiences of the Synodal
Process are to be encouraged over individual contributions,
since they better manifest the synodal spirit of walking together.
In this sense, videos, videoconferences, Scripture reflections,
and prayers can be proposed to those who contribute
individually, in order to more closely unite them to the experience
of synodality.
Holding synodal consultation meetings that bring together
multiple parishes can be a good way of gathering a range of
people from different socio-economic backgrounds, ethnicities,
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age groups, etc. Two or more parishes can come together to
plan a series of joint synodal consultation meetings. They can
focus their sharing around a common relevant experience, such
as the challenges they face as Christians, being Church amidst
the COVID-19 pandemic, or something connected to their
context. An inter-parish organizing team can be formed.
We also encourage you to integrate the theme of synodality
and this Synodal Process of consultation into local or diocesan
gatherings and meetings that are already planned, wherever
possible. In this sense, the diocesan phase of the Synodal
Process can enrich the existing pastoral agenda for the year
2021-2022, while also inspiring certain new elements.

2. The Informal Dimension of the Synodal Process
Listening to one another is enriched by knowing each other and
sharing life together. It can be very helpful to share a common
activity before starting to meet and dialogue with one another.
Some examples of activities that can be done together include
a pilgrimage, social or charitable outreach, or simply sharing a
meal with each other. Besides developing mutual trust among
participants, this could also help foster the participation of people
who are more attracted by practical action rather than intellectual
discussion.
This approach follows Jesus’ example of gathering His disciples
to share a meal, walk together, or simply spend time with each
other. It can be important to allow sufficient time and suitable
space for participants to share food and beverage, prolonging
the experience of listening to one another in a less formal and
more spontaneous exchange during break times. This may open
the door to a more fruitful participation of people who feel less
comfortable in formal meetings, as well as give some opportunities
to more freely clarify certain points.
Taking part in physical, cultural, social, and charitable activities
can contribute to building communion among the participants,
renewing the Church through new experiences of fraternity with
one another.
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3. The Main Question for Consultation
This Synod poses the following fundamental question: A synodal
Church, in announcing the Gospel, “journeys together.” How is
this “journeying together” happening today in your local Church?
What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in
our “journeying together”? (PD, 26)
In responding to this question, we are invited to:
- Recall our experiences: What experiences of our local Church
does this question call to mind?
- Re-read these experiences in greater depth: What joys did they
bring? What difficulties and obstacles have they encountered?
What wounds did they reveal? What insights have they elicited?
- Gather the fruits to share: Where in these experiences does
the voice of the Holy Spirit resound? What is the Spirit asking
of us? What are the points to be confirmed, the prospects for
change, the steps to be taken? Where do we register a
consensus? What paths are opening up for our local Church?
To help people explore this fundamental question more fully,
the following themes highlight significant aspects of “lived
synodality” (PD, 30). In responding to these questions, it is
helpful to remember that “journeying together” occurs in two
deeply interconnected ways. First, we journey together with
one another as the People of God. Next, we journey together
as the People of God with the entire human family. These two
perspectives enrich one another and are helpful for our common
discernment towards deeper communion and more fruitful
mission.
The questions accompanying each of the following ten themes
can be used as a starting point or helpful guideline. Your
conversation and dialogue do not need to be limited to the
following questions:
1. COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY
In the Church and in society we are side by side on the same
road. In our local Church, who are those who “walk together”?
Who are those who seem further apart? How are we called to
grow as companions? What groups or individuals are left on
the margins?
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2.

LISTENING
Listening is the first step, but it requires an open mind and
heart, without prejudice. How is God speaking to us through
voices we sometimes ignore? How are the laity listened to,
especially women and young people? What facilitates or
inhibits our listening? How well do we listen to those on the
peripheries? How is the contribution of consecrated men and
women integrated? What are some limitations in our ability to
listen, especially to those who have different views than our
own? What space is there for the voice of minorities, especially
people who experience poverty, marginalization, or social
exclusion?

3.

SPEAKING OUT
All are invited to speak with courage and parrhesia, that is, in
freedom, truth, and charity. What enables or hinders speaking
up courageously, candidly, and responsibly in our local Church
and in society? When and how do we manage to say what is
important to us? How does the relationship with the local media
work (not only Catholic media)? Who speaks on behalf of the
Christian community, and how are they chosen?

4.

CELEBRATION
“Walking together” is only possible if it is based on communal
listening to the Word and the celebration of the Eucharist.
How do prayer and liturgical celebrations actually inspire and
guide our common life and mission in our community? How
do they inspire the most important decisions? How do we
promote the active participation of all the faithful in the liturgy?
What space is given to participating in the ministries of lector
and acolyte?

5. SHARING RESPONSIBILITY FOR OUR COMMON MISSION
Synodality is at the service of the mission of the Church, in
which all members are called to participate. Since we are all
missionary disciples, how is every baptised person called to
participate in the mission of the Church? What hinders
thebaptised from being active in mission? What areas of
mission are we neglecting? How does the community support
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its members who serve society in various ways (social and
political involvement, scientific research, education, promoting
social justice, protecting human rights, caring for the
environment, etc.)? How does the Church help these members
to live out their service to society in a missionary way? How is
discernment about missionary choices made and by whom?

6.

DIALOGUE IN CHURCH AND SOCIETY
Dialogue requires perseverance and patience, but it also
enables mutual understanding. To what extent do diverse
peoples in our community come together for dialogue? What
are the places and means of dialogue within our local Church?
How do we promote collaboration with neighbouring dioceses,
religious communities in the area, lay associations and
movements, etc.? How are divergences of vision, or conflicts
and difficulties addressed? What particular issues in the
Church and society do we need to pay more attention to?
What experiences of dialogue and collaboration do we have
with believers of other religions and with those who have no
religious affiliation? How does the Church dialogue with and
learn from other sectors of society: the spheres of politics,
economics, culture, civil society, and people who live in
poverty?

7.

ECUMENISM
The dialogue between Christians of different confessions,
united by one baptism, has a special place in the synodal
journey. What relationships does our Church community have
with members of other Christian traditions and denominations?
What do we share and how do we journey together? What
fruits have we drawn from walking together? What are the
difficulties? How can we take the next step in walking forward
with each other?

8.

AUTHORITY AND PARTICIPATION
A synodal church is a participatory and co-responsible Church.
How does our Church community identify the goals to be
pursued, the way to reach them, and the steps to be taken?
How is authority or governance exercised within our local
Church? How are teamwork and co-responsibility put into
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practice? How are evaluations conducted and by whom? How
are lay ministries and the responsibility of lay people
promoted? Have we had fruitful experiences of synodality on
a local level? How do synodal bodies function at the level of
the local Church (Pastoral Councils in parishes and dioceses,
Presbyteral Council, etc.)? How can we foster a more synodal
approach in our participation and leadership?
9.

DISCERNING AND DECIDING
In a synodal style we make decisions through discernment of
what the Holy Spirit is saying through our whole community.
What methods and processes do we use in decision-making?
How can they be improved? How do we promote participation
in decision-making within hierarchical structures? Do our
decision making methods help us to listen to the whole People
of God? What is the relationship between consultation and
decision-making, and how do we put these into practice? What
tools and procedures do we use to promote transparency and
accountability? How can we grow in communal spiritual
discernment?

10. FORMING OURSELVES IN SYNODALITY
Synodality entails receptivity to change, formation, and ongoing learning. How does our church community form people
to be more capable of “walking together,” listening to one
another, participating in mission, and engaging in dialogue?
What formation is offered to foster discernment and the
exercise of authority in a synodal way?
The Synod website provides suggestions on how to pose these
questions to various groups of people in simple and engaging
ways. Each diocese, parish, or ecclesial group should not aim
to cover all the questions but should discern and focus on
those aspects of synodality most pertinent to its context.
Participants are encouraged to share with honesty and
openness about their real-life experiences, and to reflect
together on what the Holy Spirit might be revealing through
what they share with one another.
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A WORD OF GRATITUDE
A sincere word of gratitude to all those who organize,
coordinate, and participate in this Synodal Process. Guided
by the Holy Spirit, we make up the living stones through whom
God builds up the Church that he desires for the third
millennium (1 Peter 2:5). May the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen
of the Apostles and Mother of the Church, intercede for us as
we journey together on the path that God sets before us. As
in the Upper Room at Pentecost, may her maternal care and
intercession accompany us as we build up our communion
with one another and carry out our mission in the world. With
her, we say together as the People of God: “Let it be with me
according to your word” (Luke 1:38).

The Days To Remember

Happy Feast & Many Happy Returns of the Day

To you, Dear Fathers
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE
Paul VI Audience Hall
Wednesday, 29 September 2021
Catechesis on the Letter to the Galatians: 9. Life of faith
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
On our journey to better understand Saint Paul’s teaching, today
we will encounter a difficult but important topic: justification. What
is justification? We, who were sinners, have become just. Who
justified us? This process of change is justification. We, before God,
are just. It is true, we have our personal sins. But fundamentally, we
are just. This is justification. There has been a lot of discussion on
this topic, to find the interpretation that best corresponds to the
Apostle’s thought and, as often happens, these discussions even
ended up in contradicting positions. In the Letter to the Galatians,
just as in the Letter to the Romans, Paul insists on the fact that
justification comes through faith in Christ. “But, Father, I am just
because I keep to all the Commandments!” Yes, but justification does
not come from that. It comes before that. Someone justified you,
someone made you just before God. “Yes, but I am a sinner!” Yes,
you are justified, but a sinner. But fundamentally, you are just. Who
justified you? Jesus Christ. This is justification.
What is hidden behind the word “justification” that is so decisive for
the faith? It is not easy to arrive at an exhaustive definition, but
taking Paul’s thought as a whole, we can simply say that justification
is the consequence of “God’s merciful initiative of offering
forgiveness” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 1990). And this
is our God, so very good, merciful, patient, full of mercy, who
continually grants pardon, continually. He forgives, and justification
is God who forgives everyone first in Christ. God’s mercy grants
forgiveness. In fact, God, through Jesus’ death — and we have to
underscore this: through Jesus’ death — destroyed sin and
definitively granted us his pardon and salvation. Thus justified,
sinners are welcomed by God and reconciled with him. It is like a
return to the original relationship between the Creator and the
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creature, before the disobedience of sin intervened. The justification
wrought by God, therefore, allows us to recuperate the innocence
lost through sin. How does justification happen? Responding to
this question means discovering another novelty in Saint Paul’s
teaching: that justification comes through grace. Only through grace:
we are justified because of pure grace. “But can I not go to the
judge and pay so that he can justify me, like some people do”? No.
You cannot pay for this. Someone paid for all of us: Christ. And
from Christ, who died for us, comes that grace that the Father gives
to everyone: Justification comes through grace.
The Apostle is always mindful of the experience that changed his
life: his meeting with the Risen Jesus on the way to Damascus.
Paul had been a proud, religious and zealous man, convinced that
justification consisted in the scrupulous observance of the precepts
of the law. Now, however, he has been conquered by Christ, and
faith in Him has completely transformed him, allowing him to
discover a truth that had been hidden: we do not become just
through our own effort, no, it is not us, but it is Christ, with his grace,
who makes us just. So, Paul was willing to renounce everything
that had made him rich before, in order to be fully aware of the
mystery of Jesus (cf. Ph 3:7), because he had discovered that only
God’s grace had saved him. We have been justified, we have been
saved, through pure grace, not because of our own merits. And
this gives us great trust. We are sinners, yes; but we live our lives
with this grace of God that justifies us each time we ask forgiveness.
But he does not justify us in that moment: we have already been
justified, but he comes to forgive us again.
For the Apostle, faith has an all-encompassing value. It touches
every moment and every aspect of a believer’s life: from baptism to
our departure from this world, everything is informed by faith in the
death and resurrection of Jesus who gives salvation. Justification
through faith underlines the priority of the grace that God offers
without distinction to those who believe in his son.
We must not, however, conclude that, for Paul, the Mosaic Law
had lost its value; rather, it remains an irrevocable gift from God. It
is, the Apostle writes, “holy” (Rm 7:12). Even for our spiritual life,
observing the Commandments is essential. But here too, we cannot
count on our efforts: the grace of God that we receive in Christ is
fundamental. That grace that comes from the justification given to
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us by Christ who already paid for us. From him, we receive that
gratuitous love that allows us, in our turn, to love in concrete ways.
In this context, it is good to recall the teaching of the Apostle James,
who wrote: “You see that a man is justified by works and not by
faith alone”. It seems to be the contrary, but it is not the contrary.
“For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so faith apart from
works is dead” (Jas 2:24, 26). If justification does not bear fruit with
our works, then it will just remain there, buried, as if dead. It is
there, but we must activate it with our works. This is how James’
words complement Paul’s teaching. For both, therefore, the
response of faith demands that we be active in our love for God
and in our love of neighbour. Why “active in that love”? Because
that love saved all of us, it freely justified us, gratis!
Justification incorporates us into the long history of salvation that
demonstrates God’s justice: faced with our continual falls and
inadequacies, he did not give up, but wanted to make us just and
he did so through grace, through the gift of Jesus Christ, of his
death and resurrection. Sometimes I have said, how God acts, what
his style is. And I said it with three words: God’s style is nearness,
compassion and tenderness. He always draws near to us, is
compassionate and tender. And justification is precisely God’s
greatest nearness with us, men and women, God’s greatest
compassion for us men and women, the Father’s greatest
tenderness. Justification is this gift of Christ, the death and
resurrection of Christ that makes us free. “But, Father, I am a sinner,
I have robbed…” Yes. But fundamentally, you are just. Allow Christ
to effect that justification. We are not fundamentally condemned
no, we are just. Allow me to say, we are saints, fundamentally. But
then, by our actions, we become sinners. But, fundamentally, we
are saints: let us allow Christ’s grace to come and this justice, this
justification will give us the strength to progress. Thus, the light of
faith allows us to recognize how infinite God’s mercy is, his grace
that works for our good. But that same light also makes us see the
responsibility that has been entrusted to us to cooperate with God
in his work of salvation. The power of grace needs to be coupled
with our works of mercy which we are called to live to bear witness
to how tremendous God’s love is. Let us move ahead with this
trust: we have all been justified, we are just in Christ. We must
effect that justice with our works.
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Wednesday, 6 October 2021
Catechesis on the Letter to the Galatians - 10.
Christ has set us free
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
Today we are resuming our reflection on the Letter to the Galatians
in which Saint Paul wrote immortal words on Christian freedom.
What is Christian freedom? Today, we will reflect on this topic:
Christian freedom.
Freedom is a treasure that is truly appreciated only when it is lost.
For many of us who are used to living in freedom, it often appears
to be an acquired right rather than a gift and a legacy to be
preserved. How many misunderstandings there are around the topic
of freedom, and how many different views have clashed over the
centuries!
In the case of the Galatians, the Apostle could not bear that those
Christians, after having known and accepted the truth of Christ,
allowed themselves to be attracted to deceptive proposals, moving
from freedom to slavery: from the liberating presence of Jesus to
slavery to sin, to legalism, and so forth. Even today, legalism is one
of our problems for many Christians who take refuge in legalism,
in sophistry. Paul therefore invites the Christians to remain firm in
the freedom they had received in baptism, without allowing
themselves to be put once again under the “yoke of slavery” (Gal
5:1). He is rightly protective of this freedom. He is aware that some
“false brethren” — this is what he calls them — have crept into the
community to “spy out” — this is what he writes — “our freedom
which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into
bondage” (Gal 2:4) — to turn backward. And Paul cannot tolerate
this. A proclamation that would preclude freedom in Christ would
never be evangelical. It might be Pelagian or Jansenist or something
like that, but not evangelical. One can never force in the name of
Jesus; one cannot make anyone a slave in the name of Jesus who
makes us free. Freedom is a gift which was given to us at baptism.
But Saint Paul’s teaching about freedom is, above all, positive. The
Apostle proposes Jesus’ teaching that we find in the Gospel of John
as well: “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and
you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free” (8:31-32).
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The call is thus above all to remain in Jesus, the source of truth who
makes us free. Christian freedom, therefore, is founded on two
fundamental pillars: first, the grace of the Lord Jesus; second, the
truth that Christ reveals to us and which is he himself.
First of all, it is a gift from the Lord. The freedom that the Galatians
had received — and we, like them, at our baptism — is the fruit of
the death and resurrection of Jesus. The Apostle concentrates his
entire preaching on Christ, who had liberated him from the bonds of
his past life: only from Him do the fruits of the new life according to
the Spirit flow. In fact, the truest freedom, that from slavery of sin,
flows from the Cross of Christ. We are freed from the slavery of sin
by the Cross of Christ. God placed the source of the liberation of
the human person precisely there where Jesus allowed himself to
be nailed, making himself a slave. This never ceases to amaze us:
that the place where we are stripped of every freedom, that is, death,
might become the source of freedom. But this is the mystery of
God’s love! It is not easily understood, but rather lived. Jesus himself
had proclaimed it when he said: “For this reason the Father loves
me, because I lay down my life, that I may take it again. No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to
lay it down, and I have power to take it again” (Jn 10:17-18). Jesus
achieves complete freedom by giving himself up to death; He knows
that only in this way could he obtain life for everyone.
Paul, we know, had experienced first-hand this mystery of love. This
is why he says to the Galatians, using an extremely bold expression:
“I have been crucified with Christ” (Gal 2:19). In that act of supreme
union with the Lord, he knew he had received the greatest gift of his
life: freedom. On the Cross, in fact, he had nailed “the flesh with its
passions and desires” (5:24). We understand how much faith filled
the Apostle, how great was his intimacy with Jesus. And while, on
the one hand, we feel that we are lacking this, on the other hand,
the Apostle’s testimony encourages us to progress in this life of
freedom. The Christian is free, should be free, and is called not to
return to being a slave of precepts and strange things.
The second pillar of freedom is the truth. In this case as well, it is
necessary to remember that the truth of faith is not an abstract theory,
but the reality of the living Christ, who directly touches the daily and
overall meaning of personal life. How many people there are who
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have never studied, who do not even know how to read and write,
but who have understood Christ’s message well, who have this
wisdom that makes them free. It is Christ’s wisdom that entered
through the Holy Spirit at baptism. How many people do we find
who live the life of Christ more than great theologians, for example,
offering a tremendous witness of the freedom of the Gospel.
Freedom makes one free to the extent to which it transforms a
person’s life and directs it toward the good. In order to be truly free,
we not only need to know ourselves on the psychological level, but
above all to practice truth in ourselves on a more profound level —
and there, in our heart, open ourselves to the grace of Christ. Truth
must disturb us — let us return to this extremely Christian word:
restlessness. We know that there are Christians who are never
restless: their lives are always the same, there is no movement in
their hearts, they lack restlessness. Why? Because restlessness
is a sign that the Holy Spirit is working inside us and freedom is an
active freedom, that comes from the grace of the Holy Spirit. This
is why I say that freedom must disturb us, it must constantly question
us, so that we might move ever deeper into what we really are. In
this way we will discover that the journey of truth and freedom is an
arduous one that lasts a lifetime. Remaining free is arduous, it is a
struggle; but it is not impossible. Take courage, let us make progress
regarding this, it will be good for us. It is a journey in which the
Love that comes from the Cross guides and sustains us: the Love
that reveals truth to us and grants us freedom. And this is the way
to happiness. Freedom makes us free, it makes us joyful, it makes
us happy.

APPEAL
Brothers and sisters, yesterday, the Episcopal Conference and the
Conference of men and women religious in France received the
Independent Commission’s report regarding sexual abuse in the
Church which was tasked to evaluate the extent of the phenomenon
of sexual aggression and violence committed against minors from
1950 onwards. Unfortunately, a considerable number was revealed.
I wish to express to the victims my sadness and my pain for the
traumas they endured and my shame, our shame, my shame that
for so long the Church has been incapable of putting this at the
centre of her concerns, assuring them of my prayers. I pray, and let
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us all pray together: “To you Lord the glory, to us the shame”: this is
a moment of shame. I encourage the bishops and you, dear brothers
who have come here to share this moment, I encourage the bishops
and religious superiors to continue to do everything possible so
that similar tragedies will not be repeated. I express my closeness
and fatherly support to the priests in France in the face of this trial
which is difficult but beneficial, and I invite French Catholics to
assume their responsibility to guarantee that the Church be a safe
home for everyone. Thank you.

Wednesday, 13 October 2021
Catechesis on Saint Paul’s Letter to the Galatians:
11. Christian freedom, universal leaven of liberation
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
In our itinerary of catechesis on the Letter to the Galatians, we
have been able to focus on what was for Saint Paul the core of
freedom: the fact that, with the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, we have been freed from the slavery of sin and of death. In
other words, we are free because we have been freed, freed by
grace — not by payment, freed by love, which becomes the supreme
and new law of Christian life. Love: we are free because we were
liberated freely. This, in fact, is the key point.
Today I would like to emphasise how this novelty of life opens us
up to welcoming every people and culture, and at the same time,
opens every people and culture to a greater freedom. In fact, Saint
Paul says that for those who follow Christ, it no longer matters if
they are Jewish or pagan. The only thing that matters is “faith
working through love” (Gal 5:6). To believe that we have been freed,
and to believe in Jesus Christ who freed us: this is faith working
through love. Paul’s detractors — those fundamentalists who had
arrived there — attacked him over this novelty, claiming that he
had taken this position out of pastoral opportunism, or rather to
“please everyone”, minimizing the demands received from his
narrower religious tradition. It is the same argument of today’s
fundamentalists: history always repeats itself. As we can see, the
criticism of every evangelical novelty is not only of our time, but
has a long history behind it. Paul, however, does not remain silent.
He responds with parrhesia — it is a Greek word that indicates
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courage, strength — and he says, “Am I now seeking the favour of
men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still pleasing
men, I should not be a servant of Christ” (Gal 1:10). Already in his
first Letter to the Thessalonians he had expressed himself in similar
terms, saying that in his preaching he had never used “words of
flattery … or a cloak for greed; … nor did we seek glory from men”
(1 Th 2:5-6), which are the paths of “faking”; a faith that is not faith,
it is worldliness.
Paul’s thinking yet again shows an inspired depth. To welcome
faith for him involves renouncing not the heart of cultures and
traditions, but only that which may hinder the newness and purity
of the Gospel. Because the freedom obtained through the death
and resurrection of the Lord does not enter into conflict with cultures
or with the traditions we have received, but rather introduces into
them a new freedom, a liberating novelty, that of the Gospel. Indeed,
the liberation obtained through baptism enables us to acquire the
full dignity of children of God, so that, while we remain firmly
anchored in our cultural roots, at the same time we open ourselves
to the universalism of faith that enters into every culture, recognises
the kernels of truth present, and develops them, bringing to fullness
the good contained in them. To accept that we have been liberated
by Christ — his passion, his death, his resurrection — is to accept
and bring fullness also to the different traditions of each people.
The true fullness.
In the call to freedom, we discover the true meaning of the
inculturation of the Gospel. What is this true meaning? Being able
to announce the Good News of Christ the Saviour respecting the
good and the true that exist in cultures. It is not an easy thing!
There are many temptations to seek to impose one’s own model
of life as though it were the most evolved and the most appealing.
How many errors have been made in the history of evangelisation
by seeking to impose a single cultural model! Uniformity as a rule
of life is not Christian! Unity yes, uniformity no! At times, even
violence was not spared in order to make a single point of view
prevail. Think of wars. In this way, the Church was deprived of the
richness of many local expressions that the cultural traditions of
entire peoples bring with them. But this is the exact opposite of
Christian freedom! For example, I am reminded of the approach to
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the apostolate established in China with Father Ricci, or in India
with Father De Nobili… [Some said] “No, this is not Christian!” Yes,
it is Christian, it is in the culture of the people.
In short, Paul’s vision of freedom is entirely enlightened and
rendered fruitful by the mystery of Christ, who in his incarnation —
as the Second Vatican Council recalls — united himself in a certain
way with every person (cf. Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et spes,
22). And this means there is not uniformity, instead there is variety,
but a united variety. Hence the duty to respect the cultural origin of
every person, placing them in a space of freedom that is not
restricted by any imposition dictated by a single predominant culture.
This is the meaning of calling ourselves Catholics, of speaking of
the Catholic Church. It is not a sociological denomination to
distinguish ourselves from other Christians; Catholic is an adjective
that means universal: catholicity, universality. The universal, that is
Catholic, means that the Church contains in herself, in her very
nature, an openness to all peoples and cultures of all times, because
Christ was born, died and rose again for everyone.
Culture, after all, is by its very nature in continual transformation.
Think about how we are called to proclaim the Gospel in this
historical moment of great cultural change, where an ever more
advanced technology seems to have the upper hand. If we were to
speak of faith as we did in previous centuries, we would run the
risk of no longer being understood by the new generations. The
freedom of Christian faith — Christian freedom — does not indicate
a static vision of life and culture, but rather a dynamic vision, a
vision that is dynamic even in tradition. Tradition grows, but always
with the same nature. Let us not claim, therefore, to possess
freedom. We have received a gift to take care of. Rather, it is
freedom that asks each one of us to be constantly on a journey,
oriented towards its fullness. It is the condition of pilgrims; it is the
state of wayfarers, in continual exodus: liberated from slavery so
as to walk towards the fullness of freedom. And this is the great gift
that Jesus Christ gave us. The Lord has liberated us from slavery
freely, and has set us on the path to walk in full freedom.
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POPE FRANCIS
GENERAL AUDIENCE
Paul VI Audience Hall
Wednesday, 20 October 2021
Catechesis on the Letter to the Galatians: 12. Freedom is realised
in love
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
These days we are talking about the freedom of faith, listening to
the Letter to the Galatians. But I was reminded of what Jesus said
about the spontaneity and freedom of children, when this child had
the freedom to approach and move around as if he were at home...
And Jesus tells us: “You too, if you do not behave like children, will
not enter the Kingdom of Heaven”. The courage to approach the
Lord, to be open to the Lord, to not fear the Lord: I thank this child
for the lesson he has given us all. And may the Lord help him in his
limitation, in his growth, because he has given this testimony that
came from his heart. Children do not have an automatic translator
from the heart to life: the heart takes the lead.
With his letter to the Galatians, the Apostle Paul gradually
introduces us to the great novelty of faith. Slowly. It is truly a great
novelty because it does not merely renew a few aspects of life, but
rather it leads us into that “new life” that we received with Baptism.
There the greatest gift, that of being children of God, was poured
upon us. Reborn in Christ, we passed from a religiosity made up of
precepts to a living faith, which has its centre in communion with
God and with our brothers and sisters, that is, in love. We have
passed from the slavery of fear and sin to the freedom of God’s
children. Here, again, is the word freedom.
Today we will try to better understand what the heart of this freedom
is for the Apostle. Paul states that it is anything but an “opportunity
for the flesh” (Gal 5:13): freedom, therefore, is not a libertine way
of living, according to the flesh or according to instincts, individual
desires or one’s own selfish impulses; on the contrary, the freedom
of Jesus leads us to be, the Apostle writes, “servants of one another”
(ibid.). But is this slavery? Yes, freedom in Christ has an element of
slavery, a dimension that leads us to service, to living for others.
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True freedom, in other words, is fully expressed in love. Yet again,
we find ourselves faced with the paradox of the Gospel: we are
free in serving, not in doing whatever we want. We are free in
serving, and freedom comes from there; we find ourselves fully to
the extent to which we give ourselves. We find ourselves fully to
the extent to which we give ourselves, to which we have the
courage to give ourselves; we possess life if we lose it (cf. Mk
8:35). This is pure Gospel.
But how can this paradox be explained? The Apostle’s answer is
as simple as it is demanding: “through love” (Gal 5:13). There is
no freedom without love. The selfish freedom of doing what I want
is not freedom, because it turns in on itself, it is not fruitful. It is
Christ’s love that has freed us and it is love that also frees us from
the worst slavery, that of the self; therefore, freedom increases
with love. But beware: not with self-indulgent love, with the love of
soap operas, not with the passion that simply seeks what we want
and like, but with the love we see in Christ, charity: this is the love
that is truly free and freeing. It is the love that shines in gratuitous
service, modelled on that of Jesus, who washes the feet of his
disciples and says: “I have given you an example, that you also
should do as I have done to you” (Jn 13:15). Serving one another.
Therefore, for Paul freedom is not “doing what you want and what
you like”. This type of freedom, without a goal and without points
of reference, would be an empty freedom, a freedom of the circus:
it is not good. And indeed, it leaves emptiness within: how often,
after following instinct alone, do we realise that we are left with a
great emptiness inside and that we have used badly the treasure
of our freedom, the beauty of being able to choose true goodness
for ourselves and for others. Only this freedom is complete,
concrete, and inserts us into real everyday life. True freedom
always frees us, whereas when we exercise that freedom of “what
we like and do not like”, we remain empty, in the end.
In another letter, the First to the Corinthians, the Apostle responds
to those who supported an incorrect idea of freedom. “All things
are lawful”, they say. Yes, “but not all things are helpful”, Paul
replies. “All things are lawful, but not all things build up”, the Apostle
answers. He then adds: “Let no one seek his own good, but the
good of his neighbour” (1 Cor 10:23-24). This is the rule for
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unmasking any type of selfish freedom. Paul puts the need for
love even before those who are tempted to reduce freedom only to
their own tastes. Freedom guided by love is the only one that sets
others and ourselves free, that knows how to listen without
imposing, that knows how to love without coercing, that builds and
does not destroy, that does not exploit others for its own
convenience and does good without seeking its own benefit. In
short, if freedom is not at the service — this is the test — if freedom
is not at the service of good, it runs the risk of being barren and not
bearing fruit. On the other hand, freedom inspired by love leads
towards the poor, recognising the face of Christ in their faces.
Therefore, this service to one another allows Paul, writing to the
Galatians, to emphasise something that is by no means secondary:
thus, speaking of the freedom that the other Apostles gave him to
evangelise, he underlines that they recommended only one thing:
to remember the poor (cf. Gal 2:10). This is interesting. When,
following that ideological battle between Paul and the Apostles,
they came to an agreement, what did the Apostles say to him?:
“Go ahead, go ahead and do not forget the poor”, that is, may your
freedom as a preacher be a freedom at the service of others, not
for yourself, to do as you please.
We know, however, that one of the most widespread modern
conceptions of freedom is this: “my freedom ends where yours
begins”. But here the relationship is missing! It is an individualistic
vision. Instead, those who received the gift of freedom brought
about by Jesus cannot think that freedom consists in keeping away
from others, seeing them as a nuisance; they cannot regard human
beings as cooped up in themselves, but always as part of a
community. The social dimension is fundamental for Christians,
and it enables them to look to the common good and not to private
interest.
Especially in this moment in history, we need to rediscover the
communitarian, not individualistic, dimension of freedom: the
pandemic has taught us that we need each other, but it is not enough
to know this; we need to choose it in a tangible way, every day, to
decide on that path. Let us say and believe that others are not an
obstacle to my freedom, but rather they are the possibility to fully
realise it. Because our freedom is born from God’s love and grows
in charity.
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Pastrol Visit Collection in the
month of September and October
S.No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Name of the Parish, Institutions and Laity
Godavari Parish
St Francis Of Assisi Church, Mathurawada.
P. Rajanna Dora, Salur
Fr Santhosh Alamanda, Vepada
Christ the Savior Catholi Church, Ukkunagaram, VSP
GVK School
St Peter’s Cathedrel
Bandi Vanajakshi, Salur
Stella Maris
Holy Family Church, Vadlapudi, VSP
Unknown
St Francis de Sales church, Chinna Waltair
Venkojipalem
Unknown
St Alosyius Non Formal ITI
Eatapaka Joachim, Kailasapuram
St Joseph’s Hospital
Tavva Umamaheswara Rao, Aruku Valley
Chappabutchempeta, Makkuva
St. Jude’s Feast, Gajuwaka

Total

Amount
20000
15000
12000
10000
10000
10000
5000
5000
5000
5000
5000
5000
5000
5000
3000
3000
3000
2000
1500
10,000

1,39,500

Days Observed at National and
International Level
NOVEMBER
14th

Children's Day (India), World Diabetes Day.

17

National Epilepsy Day

th
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NECHROLOGY
“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.
02-11-1991

Bro. S. M. Thomas msfs (Novice) 21years, died at Vizag

05-11-1862

Msgr. Sebastian Neyret msfs, 60 years
(1st Vicar Apostolic of Vizag), died at Kamptee

07-11-1982

Fr. Joseph Panjakil msfs, 62 years, died at Ettumanoor, Kerala

09-11-1983

Bro. Jacob Chembakassery msfs, 23 years, died at Vizag

10-11-2002

Fr. Michael Perissin Faber msfs, 47 years, died at Surada, Orissa

10-11-2003

Fr. Mathew Kanippilly, 72 years, died in Visakhapatnam

12-11-1943

Fr. Philip Kudakachira msfs, 36 years, died at Parvathipuram

13-11-2002

Fr. Zacharias Karottupara msfs, 92 years, died in Vizag

14-11-1956

Fr. Mathew Kachira msfs, 42 years, died at Kondadaba

17-11-1993

Fr. Devasia Nediakala, 56 years, died at Ettumanoor, Kerala

18-11-1997

Fr. Midathada Mariadas msfs, 64 years, died at Eluru

20-11-1995

Fr. Mani Tharappel msfs, 89 years, died in Vizag

21-11-1894

Fr. Joseph Decompoix msfs, 30 years, died at Nagpur

26-11-2016

Bro. Job Poovathumootil, 86 years, died at Vizag

29-11-1921

Fr. Francois Fleury msfs, 39 years, died at Surada, Orissa

29-11-1952

Fr. Otto Reitmayer msfs, 53 years, died at Kakinada

30-11-1984

Bro. John Sudarsanam msfs, 76 years, died at Vizag.
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