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The Pastor Speaks …..
Journeying together:

Synod,  Synodal Church,
and the Synod of Bishops

The forthcoming Synod of bishops is Synod with a difference:
This call of the Holy Father is to all the dioceses across the world.
All are called upon to be part of the synodal process. With a special
Holy Mass celebrated in all the dioceses on 17th October, 2021,
every local Church is expected to commence the consultations,
deliberations and sharing by different sections of the Church, the
People of God. Holy Father, Pope Francis wants this Synod and
the synodal process over the next two years during which, the whole
Church participates: “A synodal Church is a Church which listens,
which  “is more than simply hearing”. It is a mutual listening in which
everyone has something to learn. The faithful people, the college
of bishops, the Bishop of Rome: all listening to each other, and all
listening to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth (Jn14:17), in order to
know what he “says to the Churches” (Rev. 2:7). Holy Father spelt
out his intentions and plans for this synodal process on the occasion
of the 50th Anniversary of the institution of the Synod of Bishops on
17th October, 2015. He said, “We must continue along the path.
The world in which we live and  are called to love and serve, even
with the contradictions, demands that the Church strengthens
cooperation in all areas of her mission. It is precisely this path of
synodality which God expects of the Church in the third millennium .”
(Address of Pope Francis, on 17th October, 2015). This was followed
by the release of the Apostolic Constitution, “EPISCOPALIS
COMMUNIO on the Synod of Bishops. In this document the entire
purpose and plan for this unique Synod of the Church and the whole
process  during next two years, 2021 – 2023, were dealt with.

After a period of more than five decades since the close of the II
Vatican Council and the publication of all documents, the Catholic
Church has travelled a long way. Many reforms and changes have
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happened in the life of the Church while the commitment to the
“Evangelizing Mission of the Church” remains, then and now, the
same. But, the challenges from the ever changing face of the society
and the world at large are also numerous, pressing, and demanding
response from different sections in the given society. Naturally,
response is expected from the Church, local and universal, of
course, without compromising on the Gospel of Christ. What makes
the situation even more complex and complicated is that the
traditionally stable and strong cultures are also affected by the
onslaught of the dynamics of the daily events and activities in
modern world – its politics, its economics, its technology, its business
and trade, This world scenario, we know, is not also homogenous
across the world. This is on many accounts, due to the varying
economic strengths and weaknesses prevailing in different countries
and continents. Church has to strive to be present and at the same
time be faithful to her faith in the Triune God and carry on her mission
in this world of today! It is the journey which commenced on the
first Pentecost and the journey continues!  How is this journeying
together now, in the local Church and in the Universal Church? We
have to become aware of the truth of the situation and the truth has
set us free!   

 Let us clarify the words “synod” and “synodality” -  Meaning of the
word synod is “assembly” or “council.” Syn=with, odos=path; it
connotes the meaning, ‘on path together,’ of journeying together.
As an assembly or as council, the members come together to
deliberate, to look at the  past and the present, and to move forward
into the future. One of the major outcomes of the Second Vatican
Council, among many others, is the establishment of the ecclesial
institution, namely, the Synod of Bishops. Synod of Bishops is
“composed of Bishops, appointed  for the most part by the Episcopal
Conferences, with our approval (Holy Father’s), will be summoned
by the Roman Pontiff, according to the needs of the church, for
consultation and  collaboration, for the general good of the Church,
he deems it opportune.” This is why over the past fifty years, several
times the Synod of Bishops was called for and the fruits are shared
with the rest of the Church. Synod is a journeying together as a
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people, there is a purpose and there is a goal to achieve or reach. In
this journeying together there is a lot of listening: The faithful people,
the college of bishops, the Bishop of Rome: all listening to each
other, and all listening to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth (Jn14:17),
in order to know what he (the Spirit) “says to the Churches” (Rev.
2:7).  

Holy Father wants this synod commencing on 9th and 10th October
in Rome, to be different in the sense that the Synodal process goes
on for two years during which the whole Church, and he intends that
not just a representative body of bishops and invited delegates
deliberate and discuss but the People of God should participate in
the whole process — dioceses, different regional and national council
of bishops, and finally the Holy See (Vatican). That is why, after formal
inauguration of the Synod on 9th and 10th October, 2021, the process
of consultation at the diocesan and regional level will take place.
The intention of the Holy Father is that “the Synod of Bishops must
increasingly become a privileged instrument for listening to the People
of God.” (Episcopalis Communio, no 6).

In this background for the Synod of Bishops, all the dioceses should
have a celebration of the opening of the Synod in every diocese. For
a fruitful outcome of this process of looking back we have to “listen
to the various voices in the Church” to know “what the Spirit is saying
to the churches,” local and universal, at this most significant time of
human history.”

After the inaugural Mass of the Synod on 17th  October, 2021, each
diocese is expected to have Synodal process at various levels and
in different sections of the Church, the People of God. The Holy
Father in his document put the following three aspects of the Synodal
process: Communion, Participation and Mission

i) Communion. In communion with the Triune God and in
communion with the “whole People of God,” that is, communion
with one another as members of the Church, we have to be
engaged in “listening” and responding about our journeying
together as People of God.
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ii) Participation has to be from all sections of the People of God.
The People of God including priests, men/women religious and,
the lay faithful — families, groups, associations, different age
groups, those in the pastoral councils, pious associations,
ecclesial movements, etc have to participate in the Synodal
process. “Only to the extent,” the Holy father reminds us, "that
these organizations keep connected to the “base” and start from
people and their daily problems, can a Synodal Church begin to
take shape: these means, (these refer to ecclesial canonical
structures), even when they prove wearisome, must be valued
as an opportunity for listening and sharing.” (Pope Francis’
Address on 17th October, 2017). 

iii) Mission: Here I quote from the text of the preparatory document
from Rome: "Synodality is at the service of the Church’s Mission,
in which all her members are called to participate. Since we are
all missionary disciples, how each Baptized person is called to
be a protagonist in the mission? How does the community support
its members committed to service in society (social, and political
commitment, in scientific research and teaching, in the promotion
of social justice, in the protection of human rights, and in caring
for the Common home, etc.? How do you help them to live out
these commitments in a logic of mission? How is discernment
about misson-related choices made, and who participates in it?"
At the heart of the whole synodal process is the life and mission
of the Church, mission ad intra and mission ad extra. Therefore,
if the Church is missionary by its very existence, this particular
synod and synodal process should strengthen the members of
the Church to be more joyful and committed missionary disciples
and strengthen the whole Church to be concerned and actively
involved in the mission of the Church. Synod and synodal process
is to help the Church to discern “the way forward!’ 

We conclude with the account of the first meeting of the Apostles
and others to listen and to continue their journey as people on a
mission: The apostles and the presbyters met together to see about
this matter.
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"After much debate had taken place. Peter got up and said to them,
“My brothers, you are well aware that from early days God made his
choice among you that through my mouth the Gentiles would hear
the word of the Gospel and believe. And God, Who knows   the heart,
bore witness by granting them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us. He
made no distinction between us and them, for by faith he purified
their hearts. Why, then are you now putting God to the test by placing
on the shoulders of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors
nor we have been able to bear? On the contrary, we believe that we
are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as
they. The whole assembly fell silent, and they listened while Paul
and Barnabas described the signs and wonders God had worked
among the Gentiles through them” (Acts 15: 6 – 12).

LET  US  PRAY

Prayer  Intention

Intention for evangelization - Missionary disciples: We pray
that every baptized person may be engaged in evangelization,
available to the mission, by being witnesses of  a life that has
the flavor of the Gospel.

APPOINTMENT

Fr. G. Naresh, MF is appointed as the Assistant Parish
Priest of JAYAJESU R.C.M CHURCH,  Draksharama. We
assure of our prayers and wish him well for his ministry.



8

ENGAGEMENTS
OCTOBER – 2021
2nd Feast day, Salur -1(Chinna Veedhi), Mass at 10.00 a.m.

3rd Year of St. Joseph Celebration, Vadlapudi Parish, Mass at
9.00 a.m.
(Prayer Service, Madhurawada at 6.00 p.m.)

4th St.Francis of Assisi Feast, Madhurawada, Mass at 6.00 p.m
6th – 7th Blessing of Co-Cathedral Church, Vijayawada, Mass at

10.00 a.m.
8th TCBC online Board Meeting.
9th “Inter-Religious Peace Building’’ Holy Cross Convent,

Konada Junction, 9.30 a.m.
10th Confirmations, Godavari Parish, Mass at 8.30 a.m.
12th Salur-2 Marynagar, Japamalamatha Feast, Mass at 6.00 p.m
13th Blessing of Chapel, Chappabutchempeta Village, Makkuva

Parish at 10.00 a.m
15th Year of St. Joseph Celebration in East Godavari Deanery,

Kakinada, Mass at 3.00 p.m.
16th St. Teresa of Avila Feast, Pendurthi Parish, Mass at 6.00 p.m
17th Confirmations, Gnanapuram Parish, Mass at 8.15 a.m.

Special Mass to mark the commencement of Synod 2021-
2023 in the Archdiocese.

24th -29th   Annual Retreat, for the Priests Ordained between the
years 2005 and 2021.

31st St. Jude Feast, Gajuwaka Parish, Mass at 5.30 p.m.

NOVEMBER – 2021
 6th Mass at Visakha Vincentian Divine Ashram, Kantakapalli,

2.30 p.m.

7th Confirmations, Seethammadhara Parish, Mass at 5.30 p.m

14th Confirmations, Pendurthi Parish, Mass at 8.00 a.m

15th Vepada Parish, Feast Mass at 6.00 p.m

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam



9

COMMUNICATIONS

1. There will not be common recollection for the pastoral clergy in
October and November as we are having the two retreats. We
shall have the next common recollection in the month of
December on a day before the Deeparadhana or Carol singing
commence in the parishes in preparation for Christmas
celebrations. One suggestion made is that we need not have
common recollection in December and have only January.
I am open for this proposal!

2. May I remind all the priests about the forthcoming annual
retreats: first retreat, October 24th (evening) to 29th
(afternoon) and November 7th  (evening) to 12th (afternoon).
Hope you all have marked your diaries and calendars, and
keep your selves free from all the commitments during the
days of the retreat one is supposed to participate. May I
also say that all the priests in the concerned groups should attend
the retreat without fail. It is an occasion of fellowship among the
clergy and a time of praying together for one another and for
the Archdiocese of Visakhapanam. Exceptions for unavoidable
situations should be obtained from the Archbishop at least two
weeks before the scheduled date of the retreat.

3. One of the most significant ecclesial event in this month of
October is the formal inauguration of the Synod 2021 – 2023 on
the 9th and 10th of October. This Synod is going to a Synod with
a difference: Duration is for two years and the participation
in the “synodal” process is not just restricted to the
delegates from all over the world, usually about two hundred
and fifty, but the whole Church is going to be participate in
the process and contribute towards the fruitfulness of the
Synod. The Synod 2021-2023 is intended to promote “Synodal
Church”  in which there will be, or should be, Communion,
Participation, and Mission (commitment). In the two year
period, involvement in the “synodal process” is envisaged from
all the sections, ‘many voices should he heard and listened
to!” This is expected from every diocese, the faithful, clergy
and members of the Religious Institutes, regional and
national bishops Conferences, ecclesial movements, pious
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associations, etc. Please read attentively my message in this
issue and reflections shared by Most Rev. Felix Machado,
the CBCI Secretary General also given in this Newsletter.

4. In our Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam joining the Universal
Church and as a sign of entering into the “Synodal Process,”
we will have a Holy Mass on Sunday, 17th October, in St.
Peter’s Cathederal Church, at 5.15 p.m. This Mass will be
telecast through our “Visakhavani” YouTube channel.

On this Sunday special prayers should be offered in all the
parishes for the fruitfulness of this Synod 2021-2023. Led by
the Holy Father, we all are called by the Church to partake in
this “synodal process” by speaking, sharing and by listening
to the various voices in order to “listen what the Spirit is saying
to the Churches!” in the course of coming weeks there will be
communication about how our Archdiocese has to share in the
“Synodal Process!

Fr. Arji Prakash, Director of the Pastoral Center will be main
coordinator and contact person in our Archdiocese of
Visakhapatnam. A team of people will be assisting him in the
facilitating the participation of our Archdiocese! We need your
prayers and your cooperation/collaboration in this matter!

5. Mission Sunday is celebrated on Sunday 24th October.
Message of the Holy Father is made available in Telugu
translation in this issue of our News Letter and the same was
given in the September issue of our News Letter. Kindly make
use of this and the posters or other material supplied by the
Office of the Pontifical Mission Societies, Bangalore. Our
archdiocese has been generous in our contribution towards the
Mission Sunday collection. Though there is the effect of the
Covid-19 Corona Virus affected our people and our parishes,
we should make efforts to appeal to our people to contribute
generously for the “Cause of the Mission of the Church,”  Within
a month, the Mission Sunday Collections should be sent to the
Office of the procurator to be forwarded to the Office of the
Pontifical Societies in Bangalore. We cannot wait till we are
reminded that our contribution did not reach them!
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“For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation and Mission”

Preparing for the Forthcoming Synod
October 2021 to October 2023

I. Introduction
The early Church was able to restore and strengthen the unity of
the Body of Christ, the Church, because all Christians made efforts
to cultivate and nurture relationships between the pastors and the
faithful. We could find roots of our present day “synodality” in the
above-mentioned initiatives of the early Church. The ancient
tradition, known as ‘synod’, was revived by Pope (St) Paul VI in
1965, towards the conclusion of the Second Vatican Council. The
Synod was conceived by Pope Paul VI as a way to continue the
collegial experience of the Second Vatican Council1. By now several
Synods have taken place in the course of these years (1974-
2018;e.g., the first Synod – after Vatican II –was on “Evangelisation
in the Modern World”, which took place in 1974;EvangeliiNuntiandiis
the fruit of this first Synod). There have been some ‘extraordinary’
Synod Assemblies as and when the occasions have called for.

II. The Forthcoming Synod: A decentralised Synod
During the ceremonies commemorating the 50th anniversary of the
institution of the Synod of Bishops (2015), Pope Francis expressed
his desire for a common path for “laity, pastors, the Bishop of Rome.”The
forthcoming Synod,”For a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participation and Mission”,  will be for the first time a “decentralised”
Synod. It will be a new way of living the Synodal Journey,an integral
synodal process. 

Pope Francis desires that the whole Church continually lives
“synodally” and wants that every baptized be involved actively in the
synod assembly.Every baptized person has a role to play in the
Church, as well as in the mission of the Church in the world. Synod
promotes the baptismal dignity and the call of every baptized; the
synod values the presence of different gifts given to all the baptized
by the Holy Spirit and recognizes the specific ministry entrusted to
pastors and bishops in communion with the Pope for the preservation
of the faith and the renewal of the Church. St Ignatius of Loyola teaches
that the “Church is both, our hierarchical Mother and also the holy
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faithful people of God”. Every bishop is both, teacher and disciple:
teacher, when endowed with specific assistance of the Holy spirit
and, disciple when, together with every baptized person, he listens
to the voice of Christ speaking through the entire people of God.
The document from the General Secretariat (June 2021) states “The
fullness of the synodal process can only and truly exist if the local
churches are involved in that process”.It is expected that the
preparatory reflection beginsin every parish of the world, moving
to the diocesan, and then to the national bishops’ conferences
as well as continental conferences, culminating at the
Coordinating Synod Secretariat inthe Holy See. Then the synod
assembly will begin with actual formal deliberations and lasts for
approximately three to four weeks”.

III. What does really Synodality mean?
The term “synodality” itself is of recent origin. Synodality is the fruit,
of subsequent theological reflection on the Second Vatican Council.
Synodality authentically translates and summarises the ecclesiology
of communion emphatically expressed by the Council. Synodality
brings together the “imperatives” of co-responsibility, collaboration
and genuine consultation between Church leaders and the lay
faithful. It involves the active participation of all members of the
Church as the Church consults, discerns and cooperates “at every
level of decision making and mission”. While not intended to
undermine the hierarchical structure of the Church, it is considered
to be the antidote to clericalism, in turn allowing a more authentic
response to the action of the Holy Spirit.

Roots of synodality and the way in which it necessitates the participation
of the baptized in the life of the Church are found in Vatican II. When
the term synodality is applied to the Church, it is not meant to
designate a mere decision-making process. It is not about
collaborative decision-making that reviews alternatives, makes
choices, distributes responsibilities and carries out programmes.
Rather synodality expresses fundamental characteristics of the
Church’s identity: its essential communal dimension, its essential
evangelizing mission, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit who is
the principle of unity that brings all members of the Church, with
their different vocations, missions and ministries, together in a single
dynamic subject (LG #11; SC # 10).



13

Synodality consists in calling together all people on earth, of every
time and age, and make them participants in the salvation and joy
of Christ. Synodality is the modus vivendi and operandi with which
the Church prepares all its members (laity, religious and clergy) to
share responsibility, develops their charisms and ministries,
intensifies their bonds of fraternal love2.

IV. Two Years Synodal Journey
(three phases of the forthcoming synod):

The synodality(journeying together) desired by Pope Francis is that
it should be concrete and visible; therefore, the forthcoming
synod(October 2021- October 2023) will not only be celebrated in
the Vatican alone, but also in each particular Church of the five
continents, following a two-year itinerary divided into three phases:
diocesan, continental and universal.

V. Solemn opening with the Pope in the Vatican
The synodal path will begin at the Vatican, in the presence of the
Pope, on 9 and 10 October 2021 with a time for encounter and
reflection, followed by a moment of prayer and the celebration of the
Eucharist. This will be the beginning of the two-year synodal journey
with three phases (diocesan, continental, universal) of consultations
and discernment, culminating with the assembly in October 2023
in Rome.

VI. Solemn opening in the Dioceses Worldwide
on 17th  October 2021

In all dioceses of the world, the Synod will begin on Sunday 17th

October 2021. The bishop of the diocese will celebrate the Holy
Mass with a representative team and proceed withthe “opening
session”, the discernment process, that is, the process will be carried
out through listening to all the baptized. The period also includes
the national bishops’ conference for reflection (from October 2021
until April 2022). What the Synod is looking for is the sensus fidei(a
theological term for ‘inner voice of the faithful’ or ‘common
conscience’ of the baptized concerning the faith of the Church which
each baptized person professes). Pope Francis gave new impetus
to the doctrine of the sensus fidei fidelium, (EG, # 119; cf. Ceremony
Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Institution of the Synod
of Bishops, 17 October 2015) stating that the path of synodality
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represents an indispensable prerequisite for infusing the Church
with a renewed missionary impulse: all the members of the Church
are active subjects of evangelization and ‘missionary disciples’ (EG,
# 120). The continental phase is from September 2022 to March
2023. The process will continue with a “universal phase” in Rome
in October 2023 (approximately three to four weeks).

The Church is like an “inverted pyramid, the top located beneath
the base. Thus, the local Church will become the “constitutive part
of the Synod”.  Every diocese will establish a “team” and hold a
pre-synodal meeting with the emphasis on discernment (‘where is
God calling today the Church to?’). Findings will be sent to the
conferences, which must conduct their own reflections3.

The laity represents the overwhelming majority of the People of
God, and there is much to be learned from their participation in the
different expressions of the ecclesial community: popular piety,
commitment to ordinary pastoral care, competence in the different
areas of cultural and social life (EG # 126). “The Church would look
foolish without the laity”, said Cardinal (St) John Henry Newman. It
is therefore necessary to overcome the obstacles that come
from a lack of formation (of the laity and the clergy) and the
harmful effects of the clerical mentality that risks relegating the
lay faithful to a subordinate role; by opening up spaces in which
the laity can express themselves and share the wealth of their
experience as disciples of the Lord (EG, # 102) should be
encouraged. The co-responsibility of the entire People of God
for the mission of the Church requires that we begin consultative
processes in which the laity participate and speak more actively.
Co-responsibility demands a change in mindset especially
concerning the role of lay people in the Church. They should not be
regarded as ‘collaborators’ of the clergy, but, rather, as people who
are really ‘co-responsible’ for the Church’s being and acting…It is
therefore important that a mature and committed laity be
consolidated, which can make its own specific contribution to the
ecclesial mission with respect for the ministries and tasks that each
one has in the life of the Church and always in cordial communion
with the bishops. This way the Church will make full use of the
resources and structures that the Church already has.
However, we need to be careful and avoid that this becomes a
“lay parliamentarism”.



15

The consultation of the faithful must be followed by ‘discernment’ on
the part of the bishops. Attentive to the sensus fidei of the People of
God, the Bishops must be able to perceive the indications of the Holy
Spirit and distinguish them ‘from the changing currents of public
opinion’ (Pope Francis, EpiscopalisCommunio, Apostolic Constitution,
15thSeptember 2018). EC lays out the synodal practice in three
phases: preparation, discussion and implementation.

VII.  Conclusion:

The future life and mission of the Church must be grounded in a
prayerful listening to the cry of the poor and the cry of the earth,
which Pope Francis himself models. Without the “preferential option
for the poor, the proclamation of the Gospel, which is itself the prime
form of charity, risks being misunderstood or submerged by the
ocean of words which daily engulfs us in today’s society of mass
communications (EG, # 199). ‘Preferential Option for the Poor’ is
not an expression of “do-goodism”; it must be recognized as
an integral part, not only of the gospels but also of the process
of ecclesial transformation desired and initiated by Vatican II.

How to make synodality grow in the Church? How to reach a renewed
understanding of ‘communion’, understood in terms of ‘inclusiveness’
of all the components of the people of God, especially the poor,
under the guiding authority of those whom the Holy Spirit makes
pastors of the Church, in such a way that everyone can feel co-
responsible in the life and mission of the Church? These are the
concerns of the Holy Father.

Without a real conversion in our ways of thinking, praying and acting,
without effective ‘metanoia’ which involves a constant expansion of
mutual acceptance, synodality will prove insufficient for achieving
the purpose for which it was established. Pope Francis is
establishing the structural conditions for real and open
dialogue. His are not just institutional improvements, nor
armchair strategies for obtaining better indicators or statistics.
The priority is of recalling fundamental principles of the
Church’s social teaching: inalienable dignity, the universal
destination of goods, the primacy of solidarity, dialogue aimed
at peace and care for our common home, the Planet Earth.

The local Church (diocesan, national and regional) must find its
own voice. Maintaining Communion requires “circularity, reciprocity,
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journeying together”. From grass-roots the “harmony of diversity”
is willed by the Holy Spirit. Unfortunately, the enemy (the devil) wants
diversity to become opposition and so he makes them to become
“ideologies”. But the Synod is not a parliament where majority
imposes their ideas. Although reform comes from consensus, it is
not the same as allowing a majority to veto any change by force.
The synod should be a single movement of bishops and faithful.
Holy Spirit works through the people of God. Synod is a visible
form of communion, the path of ecclesial fraternity, which the
baptized personally participate in and contribute to in their own way.
Striving towards universality, the Church must also protect the
diversity of cultural identities, considering them an indispensable
asset. In other words, synod is intermediary between the unity of
the body and the plurality of members.

The Holy Father said to the theologians (international commission)
that the Synod is not a walk in the park; the synod journey requires
listening and patience. It is not holding hand and going for a walk,
having a party with young people or surveying opinions, like “what
do you think about women priests”. Synodality (journeying together)
is an ecclesial journey that has a soul, which is the Holy Spirit and
without the Holy Spirit there is no journeying together
(synodality).Allow people to talk so that the wisdom of the
people of God will come forth because synod is nothing other
than making explicit what Lumen Gentium promulgated for all
Catholics: “The whole people of God, all from bishops on down,
is infallible in belief… i.e., they cannot err when there is
harmony among all (sensus fidei).

Pope (St) Paul VI, who revived the synod, said in 1974 that a synod
involves “questioning the signs of the times, and even more to
interpret the divine plan in depth by bringing together the world’s
bishops for a common study of the conditions of the Church and by
seeking agreed solutions to questions pertaining to her mission.
The synod is not a council; it is not a parliament; it is a synod with
its own special nature”.

Archbishop Felix Machado, Secretary General of CBCI

(Footnotes)
1The Synod of Bishops (Apostolic Synod) was formally announced by Paul VI at the
beginning of the fourth session (of the Second Vatican Council) in the “motu proprio“,
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Apostolica Sollicitudo (September 15, 1965). At least 85% of those taking part are to
be elected by the episcopate. The Pope will convoke the Synod and provide its agenda.
The Synod is to act in the name of the entire Catholic episcopate and, therefore, the
Synod is to demonstrate that all the bishops in hierarchical communion share in the
responsibility for the universal Church (cf. CD, 5; LG, 2).
2Pope Francis in Florence, Italy: “in every community, in every parish and institution, in
every diocese and circumscription, in every region, try to launch, in a synodal fashion,
a deep reflection on the Evangelii Gaudium, to draw from it practical parameters and
to launch its dispositions, especially on the three or four priorities that you will identify
in this meeting. I am certain of your capacity to put yourselves into a creative movement
in order to make this study practical. I am sure of it because you are an adult Church,
age-old in the faith, firmly rooted and with an abundance of fruit“ (November 2015).
3After the parish/diocesan phase, the Synod must move to the national phase.
What is India today? Who is Church in India today? There is no dearth of challenges,
if we wish to list them. Let us remember that  thoughnotOF the world, the Church
exists IN the world (meaning, the Church in a concrete situation of the present, with its
past and future ahead). The reality of the world is dynamic as opposed to static. We ae
not in Christendom, not anymore! Also, in India today, we are no longer the only ones
producing culture, neither the first, nor the most listened to. We therefore need a
change in our pastoral mentality (cf. Pope Francis to Italian Bishop’s Conference in
May 2021). Therefore, it is also necessary to discern the internal dynamics of the
Church itself, particularly, the undeniable question of “clericalism” which has infested
the hierarchy from top to bottom. The Synod (2021-2023) is an open sea, and “we all
are in the same boat”. It will be necessary to talk about the proclamation of the Gospel
and its difficulties in a world changed by the pandemic, by mobile fluid, rapidly changing
plural lifestyle, by the “alternative truths” of special networks and above all, by changes
in our country inreligious, political, economic equations, social convictions, critical
openness to implicit questions thatare being asked to the Church by people of other
religions, and so many other changes. If we do not take this changing situation into
account, we will continue to speak words which may sound “beautiful, cultured, refined,
but they will not be words of faith. They will be words that resound of emptiness…Let
us be humble.  Obsession with preserving one’s glory, one’s “dignity”, one’s influence
must not play a part in our sentiments. We must seek the glory of God, and this does
not coincide with our own. The glory of God which is ablaze in the humility of the grotto
of Bethlehem or in the dishonour of the Cross of Christ always astonishes us... Let
usbe disinterested...i.e., Our duty is to work so as to make this world a better place
and to fight. Our faith is revolutionary through an impulse that comes from the Holy
Spirit. We must follow this impulse in order to go out of ourselves, to be men and
women in accord with the Gospel of Jesus. Any life is decided by the capacity to give
oneself. It is there that one transcends oneself, that one becomes fruitful …Let us put
the Beatitudes into practise. The Beatitudes that we read in the Gospel begin with a
blessing and end with a promise of comfort. To be “blessed”, in order to taste the
comfort of friendship with Jesus Christ, it is necessary to have an open heart… A
Church that presents these three traits — humility, disinterest, beatitude — is a Church
that is able to recognize the action of the Lord in the world, in culture, in the everyday
life of the people. I have said it more than once and I repeat it again to you today: “I
prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the
streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging
to its own security. I do not want a Church concerned with being at the centre and
which then ends by being caught up in a web of obsessions and procedures” (EG, n.
49). “(Pope Francis, Florence, 10 November 2015).
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The ecclesial process of renewal is a synodal fact, and the protagonist is not the
hierarchy alone but “the people of God”. People of God is “the people and pastors
TOGETHER”. The Holy Father exhorts us to allow people to speak freely and
giving space to “the wisdom of the people of God”.
That is why the synod is also called “synod from below”,and it is already set in
motion, reflection, discussions and involvement of communities and dioceses.
The method of the synod is neither more nor less than the very way the Church
exists.
Let us offer a place for encounter, dialogue, analysis and initiative that overcomes at the
root, i.e., the unacceptable division between the “institutional Church” and the “real Church”.

Prayer for the Synod: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
Every session of the Second Vatican Council began with the prayer
Adsumus Sancte Spiritus, the first word of the original Latin,
meaning, “We stand before You, Holy Spirit,” which has been
historically used at Councils, Synods and other Church gatherings
for hundreds of years, and is attributed to Saint Isidore of Seville
(c. 560 - 4 April 636). As we embrace this Synodal Process, this
prayer invites the Holy Spirit to be at work in us so that we may be
a community and a people of grace. For the Synodal journey from
2021 to 2023, we propose to the following simplified version,1 so
that any group or liturgical assembly can pray it more easily.

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts;

Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it.

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor

partiality influence our actions.

Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray

from the way of truth and what is right.

All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time, in the communion

of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.
Amen.

1 The original version of the Adsumus Sancte Spiritus can be found on the Synod.
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Background and Plan to Prepare for the Synod of Bishops 2023
(By Francis Gonsalves, SJ)

Executive Secretary, CCBI Commission for Theology & Doctrine

Pleasenote: For full texts of the documents cited and other
details, please click on the web-links and you will be able to
directly access the material. The recent ones are attached on
the email.

On October 17, 2020, in his ‘Address’ at the ceremony
commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the institution of the
‘Synod of Bishops’, Pope Francis said: “From the beginning of
my ministry as Bishop of Rome [2013], I sought to enhance the
Synod, which is one of the most precious legacies of the Second
Vatican Council.”1

As VC II was drawing to a close, on Sept. 15, 1965, seeking to
promote the precious legacy of the Council, St Pope Paul VI,
issued a Motu Proprio ‘Apostolica Sollicitudo’ which stated:2

The Ecumenical Council gave Us the idea of permanently
establishing a special Council of bishops, with the aim of
providing for a continuance after the Council of the great
abundance of benefits that We have been so happy to see flow
to the Christian people during the time of the Council as a result
of Our close collaboration with the bishops.

This “great abundance of benefits” has nourished Holy Mother,
the Church, for more than five decades through the various
Synods of Bishops after the Council. Now, to ensure that the
gains and gifts of Synods are truly shared by all God’s people,
in his Apostolic Constitution ‘Episcopalis Communio’ of
September 15, 2018, Pope Francis wrote:3

The Synod of Bishops must increasingly become a privileged
instrument for listening to the People of God: For the Synod
Fathers we ask the Holy Spirit first of all for the gift of listening:
to listen to God, that with him we may hear the cry of the people;
to listen to the people until breathing in the desire to which God
calls us.
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Pope Francis further describes this “gift of listening” as: “a mutual
listening in which everyone has something to learn. The faithful
people, the college of bishops, the Bishop of Rome: all listening
to each other, and all listening to the Holy Spirit.” His convoking of
the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for
October 2023 on the theme “For a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participation and Mission” aims at fostering this “mutual listening”.

Pope Francis appointed His Eminence Cardinal Mario Grech,
as the General Secretary of the Secretariat for organizing the
2023 Synod. On May 21, 2021, on the eve of Pentecost, Cardinal
Grech published a letter ‘Synodus Episcoporum’,4 outlining the
reason, scope and dynamics of the Synod. Along with him, the
two other members of the Secretariat—one of whom is a religious
Sister Nathalie Becquart, XMCJ—explained the rationale and
procedures for the Synod, which can be accessed at: https://
www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021- 05/synod-of-
bishops-will-begin-in-the-local-churches.html

The synodal “journeying together” will begin both in the Vatican
and in the local churches.5 The synodal process will be conducted
at three levels, namely, (i) diocesan, (ii) continental and

(iii) universal. The Official Opening with Pope Francis will be in
the Vatican on October 9-10, 2021, with a time for reflection,
prayers and the celebration of the Eucharist. Thereafter, on
October 16-17, 2021, local diocesan bishops will open the
synodal process in their own dioceses with a special
Eucharistic celebration and prayers.

By way of procedure, as a first step, each bishop is requested to
appoint a “diocesan contact person” for the synodal
consultation, who can act as a liaison and point of reference.
Secondly, in consultation with the bishop, this ‘diocesan contact
person’ can form a team to ensure that ‘mutual listening’,
discernment and discussions take place at the diocesan level of
deaneries and parishes. The criteria for choosing ‘contact
persons’ and their teammates could include their capability,
personality, motivation, experience in similar work and
acceptability to both lay faithful and clergy.
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The success of the Synod will depend on the extent to which the
voices of all God’s people— lay faithful, families, youth, women,
clergy, religious, etc.-are heard, prayed over, and taken back to the
Synods at the diocesan, conference, continental and universal levels.

As of now, it would help to read and reflect upon the documents that
we have already received dealing with Synods and Synodality. The
subject matters for discussion and the questions are being formulated
and finalized by the Secretariat for the Synod. We should be receiving
these shortly and I shall keep you informed. Let us put our full trust
in God and surrender to God’s Spirit who will unfailingly lead us
onward in our synodal ‘journeying together’.
1 Vatican Council II will hereinafter be abbreviated as VC II. For the full text of this
Address, please click here: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/
2015/october/documents/papa- francesco_20151017_50-anniversario-sinodo.html
2 For the full text of this document, click here:
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/motu_proprio/documents/hf_p-
vi_motu- proprio_19650915_apostolica-sollicitudo.html
3 For the full text of the document, click here:
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_constitutions/documents/
papa-francesco_costituzione- ap_20180915_episcopalis-communio.html
4 For the text of the Letter please click here: http://www.synod.va/content/synod/en/
news/letter-by-cardinal- mario-grech-outlining-the-reasons-for-the-rec.html
5 For the procedure and path to be followed, see https://press.vatican.va/content/
salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2021/05/21/210521b.pdf

Days Observed at National and
International Level

OCTOBER

1st World Vegetarian  Day

2nd Gandhi Jayanthi, International Day o f Non - Violence

4th World Animal Day

10th National Post Day, World Mental Health Day

14th World Sight Day

15th Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day,

Global Hand washing Day

16th World Food Day

 24th UN Day
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PASTORAL CENTRE

News
1. Camp Sisters Report: This month there were four camps  done

by the camp sisters namely:

a. Canossian Sisters – Salur -2
b. Nirmala Sisters  – Salur -1
c. St Anns Sisters – Rajahmundry
d. St. Joseph Sisters – Thallarevu

While Canossa sisters and Nirmala sisters have already completed
and submitted their report others still continuing their ministry. Here
are the two reports

Report of the ministry at Salur - 2 (MaryNagar)

We ( Canossa Sisters)  are very happy to note down some of our
experiences here at Mary Nagar parish, Salur. We Praise The
Almighty God for being gracious to us during the past one month.
On 10th of August 2021 we the sisters Pearly Jerome and  Ravada
Divya reached the Parish of Salur Mary Nagar at 4.15pm. The Parish
priest Rev. Fr. Ch. Mariadas extended  warm welcome to us. Before
we could start our mission, father prayed for us and blessed us to
have fruitful mission ahead and also gave some instructions and
details  of the mission.

The different activities undertaken by us in the Parish:

1. Visiting the Families: Visiting the family - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m and
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Family Survey:  Preparing for Baptism, First
Holy Communion, Marriage rectifications and Teaching Catechism.

2. Teaching Catechism: We taught catechism to children and
youth from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. At the end of the day we have given
a brief report the Parish priest.

On 7th of September 2021 We had gathered faithful, whom we had
prepared to receive the sacraments like, Baptism first holy
communion and marriage rectifications. We took special initiative in
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preparing children to
make confession prior to
the first Holy  communion.
On 8thSeptember we had
the privilege of giving Holy
Sacraments. We thank
Pastoral Centre for giving
us this golden opportunity
To render our service.
God blessed us during
these days of our stay in
Mary Nagar parish, Salur.
We continue to entrust all
the families to the divine
heart of Jesus.

Srs. Pearly Jerome and
Ravada Divya

2. Presenting the
report of the
ministry at Saluru
parish-1

Mk 16:15: Go into all
the world and proclaim
the good news to the
whole creation.

Pope Francis says:-
      Our mission as
Christians is to conform
ourselves ever more to
Jesus.

Mission is a passion for
Jesus and at the same
time a passion for his
people.
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It was a great joy for us to conform ourselves evermore to Jesus for
being experienced here at St.Teresa of Child Jesus Parish, saluru-1.

Fr. Joseph Bandanadam requested us to go to the villages and
remain with the people. He asked us to help in the villages with the
following activities,

• Visiting the Families
• Preparing for Baptism, Holy Communion, Confirmation
• Encouraging Youth to involve in the Parish activities.

We began our ministry in three villages named as

1. Chintalavalasa

2. Bangaram Peta

3. Nelaparthi

In these three villages we prepared children and youth for

• Baptisms -13

• Holy Communion -22

• Family visits-253

There was a lot of joy being in the villages and with the people.
Houses are scattered on the hills. People cannot come to the parish
to participate in the Sunday mass. People were welcoming, simple,
kind, loving and caring. They shared food and provided everything
we need with love and care. Our encounter with the families and
children helps us to see the marvellous love of God in our life. It
was amazing to see the generosity of people. But families face many
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problems because of poverty
and other reasons. we visited
aged and sick and prayed for
them.

In the village most of the
ladies are suffering because of
their alcoholic husbands. Their
children are growing up
insecurity and undisciplined life addicted to alcoholics. When they
face family problems and difficulties, they run to other temples for
prayers. They do not have thirst for Jesus and they do not know the
importance of Holy Mass and other sacraments in the Church. Their
faith is very shallow. In the beginning we found very difficult to collect
children and youth. They were not interested and not responding
to come to the Church. Parents also were not responsible for their
and children leave them free. So children were always with the
mobile. We began to conduct games, teaching them songs and
dance so slowly they began to involve and got interested to come
to the Church. We prepared them for sacraments and we spoke
about the value of participation of mass. We explained about the
Bible Old and New Testament within a short time we taught basic
catechism of the Catholic Church. Every day in the evening we
prayed Rosary, therefore after rosary everyday children were
prepared to present from the Bible a story about call of Prophets
and parables from the New Testament. People from that particular
village were inspired by it and they were extremely happy by
watching their children’s talents, growing in faith and love of Jesus.
We encouraged and helped them to grow in deep faith in God. We
experienced lots of love and care from the people.

Suggestions: - We would like to suggest that every year better to
conduct camps in the villages to strengthen their faith thus to
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encourage and guide children to participate actively in the Church.
Because In the villages people are left free and they are influenced
by other denominations and running to the other faith. We need to
strengthen the faith of the Catholic people of villages. We eye
witnessed our Catholic children and youth are running to the temples
because, they do not know the church precepts thus someone
should be there to guide them time to time.

Srs. Joshma and JeevanaJoythi
.....................

3. LEGION OF MARY CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
(1921-2021)VISAKHAPATNAM REGIA (Andhra Pradesh)

Around the world; Legion of Mary, the pious association  is rendering
its prayer and service in lakhs of members with thousands of
Presidia.  With great pleasure Legion of Mary completed its 1st

century and stepped into second century era.  Visakhapatnam Regia
Legion of Mary 100 years of establishment at Pastoral Centre in
St. Anthony’s Church premises. At present the Regia has 409
Presidia and around 5000 members.

The dignitaries Regia/Comitia/Curie Spiritual Directors, Br. P. Prakash
Regia President were cordially invited to the Dias. The Regia
President read out the precise History of Legion of Mary.  Then the
priests on the dias, spoke on the devotion and importance of the
Rosary and Mother Mary.   They also said encouraging words that
Legionaries are the helping hand in the parishes in spreading the
kingdom of God. In between Sr. Teresa gave a devotional dance
performance.   Then the senior most officer/member Br.PMariadas
and  Spiritual Directors were felicitated.

At the end of the meeting Fr. Prakash Arji, Regia Spiritual Director
presented the history of the Legion of Mary in short documentary.
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He invited all the Legionaries
to grow in more spirituality by
their prayers and services
and congratulated them.

Most important is the Holy
Eucharist offered by Most
Rev. Mallavarapu Prakash,
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
along with the priests

present.   We praised and thanked the Holy Trinity for giving us the
opportunity to participate in the 100 years celebration of Legion of
Mary.   We implore Mother Mary for being our leader and mediator.
We  pay our tribute to our founder Br Frankduff and our pioneer.

.....................

A DAY OF RENEWAL OF FAMILY COMMITMENTS

It was a memorable day in the life of 60 married couples of Vizag
Urban Deanery, under 10 years of marriage, when they spent in the
Eucharistic presence of ourLord at Rakshanagiri, Gnanapuramon
10th September 2021. The Family Commission of the Archdiocese
organized this day for the renewal of family and marital commitments.
The day began with praise and worship. Msgr. Rev. Fr. Dusi Devaraj,
V.G., of the diocese of Srikakulam, with his vast experience in the
pastoral field and family apostolate enlightened the participants on
the Biblical understanding of the dignity and significance of marriage
and the marital commitments and family values in the modern world.
After a delicious dinner, a prayerful Eucharistic adoration was
conducted by Rev. Fr.S. Balashowri P.P. of Buchirajupalem offering
the families.Rev. Fr. AnnuPushpanadamoffered a special mass in
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which renewal of marital commitments took place. Rev. Dr. Sr. G.
Suguna, M.D., Dr. B.J.P. Mallika, M.D., Dr. N. Annapurna, M.D., who
are specialized in family counselling and Psychiatry helped the couples
who required counselling. A special thanks to all the Rev.Frs.Dusi
Devaraj, AnnuPushpanadam, Y. Ramesh Kumar, S.Balashowri,
S.B.V. Naidu, P. Benjamin and all the doctors who played a vital role
towards the success of this programme. My sincere thanks to Most
Rev. Dr. Prakash Mallavarapu, the Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
for his guidance. I express my heartfelt thanks to all the Rev. Fathers
who encouraged the couples to participate and benefit from this
programme. The day ended with refreshments at 4. p.m.

Fr. Ch. Raja Kumar
Diocesan Director, Commission for Family.

.....................

CONFIRMATIONS AT VEPADA PARISH

Mary Help of Christians
R.C.M Church, Vepada
Parish, 12th Sept. 2021:
Most Rev Prakash M.
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam 
has administered the
sacrament of confirmation to
156 candidates, (children,
men and women) at Mary
Help of Christians Church,
Vepada.  The Archbishop
who presided the celebration
of the Holy Mass explained
the importance of the
sacra- ment and prayed for
the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
After the Eucharistic
celebration Fr.Alamanda

Santhosh and the parish council members felicitated Bishop. As the
administrator of the diocese Archbishop verified all the registers and
signed.

Fr. Alamanda Santhosh
Parish Priest
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL  AUDIENCE

Wednesday, 25 August 2021

Catechesis on the Letter to the Galatians: 6. The dangers of
the Law

Brothers and sisters, good morning!

The Letter to the Galatians reports a rather surprising fact. As we
have heard, Paul says that he reproached Cephas, or Peter, in
front of the community at Antioch, because his behaviour was not
that good. What had happened that was so serious that Paul felt
obliged to address Peter in such harsh terms? Was Paul perhaps
exaggerating, allowing his character to get in the way without
knowing how to control himself? We will see that this is not the
case, but that, yet again, what was at stake was the relationship
between the Law and freedom. And we must return to this often.

Writing to the Galatians, Paul deliberately mentions this episode
that had taken place years before in Antioch. He wanted to remind
the Christians of those communities that they were absolutely not
to listen to those who were preaching that it was necessary to be
circumcised, and therefore be “under the Law” with all of its
prescriptions. Let us recall that it was these fundamentalist
preachers who had gone there and were creating confusion, and
had even robbed that community of their peace. The object of the
criticism regarding Peter was his behaviour when sitting down to
table. For a Jew, the Law prohibited eating with non-Jews. But Peter
himself, in another circumstance, had gone to the house of
Cornelius the centurion in Caesarea, knowing that he was
transgressing the Law. At that time he had said: “God has shown
me that I should not call any man common or unclean” (Acts 10:28).
Once he returned to Jerusalem, the circumcised Christians, who
were faithful to the Mosaic Law, reproached Peter for his behaviour.
He, however, justified himself saying: “And I remembered the word
of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you shall
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be baptized with the Holy Spirit’. If then God gave the same gift to
them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was I that I could withstand God?” (Acts 11:16-17). Let us
remember that the Holy Spirit had come at that time into Cornelius’
house when Peter went there.

Something similar had also taken place in Antioch in Paul’s
presence. First, Peter had been eating with the Christians of pagan
origin without any difficulty; however, when some circumcised
Christians from Jerusalem arrived in the city — those who were
originally Jews — he then no longer did so, because he did not
want to incur their criticism. This was the error — he paid more
attention to criticism, to making a good impression. And this was
serious in Paul’s eyes, also because other disciples imitated Peter,
first among them Barnabas who, with Paul, had evangelized
precisely the Galatians (cf. Gal 2:13). In so doing, without wanting
to, Peter, who was a bit here and a bit there, not clear, not
transparent, was, in fact, creating an unjust division within the
community: “I am pure.... I am following this line.... I have to do this
... this cannot be done...”.

In his reproach — and this is the heart of the problem — Paul uses
a term that allows us to enter into the merit of his reaction: hypocrisy
(cf. Gal 2:13). This is a word that is repeated many times: hypocrisy.
I think we all understand what it means.... The observance of the
Law on the part of Christians led to this hypocritical behaviour that
the apostle wanted to counter forcefully and convincingly. Paul was
upright, he had his defects — many of them ... his character was
terrible — but he was upright. What is hypocrisy? When we say,
“Be careful, that person is a hypocrite”, what are we trying to say?
What is hypocrisy? It can be called the fear of the truth. Hypocrites
are afraid of the truth. They prefer to pretend rather than be
themselves. It is like applying makeup on your soul, like putting
makeup on your behaviour, putting makeup on how to proceed: it
is not the truth. “I am afraid of proceeding as I am and I put make
up on my behaviour”. To pretend hinders the courage to openly
speak the truth; and thus, the obligation to speak the truth at all
times, everywhere and in spite of anything, can easily be escaped.
Pretending leads to this: to half-truths. And half-truths are a sham
because the truth is the truth or it is not the truth. But half-truths are
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a way of acting that is not true. We prefer, as I said, to pretend
rather than to be ourselves, and this pretence hinders the courage
to openly speak the truth. And thus, we escape the duty — and
this is a commandment — to always speak the truth, to say it
everywhere and in spite of anything. And in an environment where
interpersonal relations are lived under the banner of formalism,
the virus of hypocrisy easily spreads. That smile that does not
come from the heart. Trying to be on good terms with everyone,
but with no one.

In the Bible, there are several examples where hypocrisy is
contested. A beautiful testimony to counter hypocrisy is that of the
elderly Eleazar who was asked to pretend to eat meat sacrificed
to the pagan deities in order to save his own life: to pretend that he
was eating it when he was not eating it. Or to pretend he was
eating pork but his friends had prepared something else. But that
God-fearing man replied: “Such pretence is not worthy of our time
of life, lest many of the young should suppose that Eleazar in his
ninetieth year has gone over to an alien religion, and through my
pretence, for the sake of living a brief moment longer, they should
be led astray because of me, while I defile and disgrace my old
age” (2 Mac 6:24-25). An honest man: he did not take the path of
hypocrisy! What a beautiful episode on which to reflect to distance
ourselves from hy-poc-ri-sy! The Gospels, too, report several
situations in which Jesus strongly reproaches those who externally
appear just, but who internally are filled with falsity and iniquity (cf.
Mt 23:13-29). If you have some time today, pick up the twenty-
third chapter of the Gospel of Saint Matthew and see how many
times Jesus says: “hypocrites, hypocrites, hypocrites”, and thus
reveals what hypocrisy is.

Hypocrites are people who pretend, flatter and deceive because
they live with a mask over their faces and do not have the courage
to face the truth. For this reason, they are not capable of truly
loving: a hypocrite does not know how to love. They limit themselves
to living out of egoism and do not have the strength to show their
hearts transparently. There are many situations in which hypocrisy
is at work. It is often hidden in the work place where one appears
to be friends with one’s colleagues, while competition leads them
to stab them in the back. In politics, it is not unusual to find
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hypocrites who live one way in public and another way in private.
Hypocrisy in the Church is particularly detestable; and unfortunately,
hypocrisy exists in the Church and there are many hypocritical
Christians and ministers. We should never forget the Lord’s words:
“Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this
comes from evil” (Mt 5:37).

Brothers and sisters, today, let us think about the hy-poc-ri-sy that
Paul condemns, and that Jesus condemns: hy-poc-ri-sy. And let
us not be afraid to be truthful, to speak the truth, to hear the truth,
to conform ourselves to the truth. In this way, we will be able to
love. A hypocrite does not know how to love. To act other than
truthfully means jeopardizing the unity of the Church, that unity for
which the Lord himself prayed.

.................

Wednesday, 1st September 2021

Catechesis on the Letter to the Galatians: 7. Foolish Galatians

We will continue the explanation of the Letter of Saint Paul to the
Galatians. This explanation is not something new, something that
is mine: what we are studying is what Saint Paul says in a very
serious conflict with the Galatians. And it is also the Word of God,
because it entered the Bible. They are not things that someone
makes up: no. It is something that happened in that time and which
can repeat itself. And in fact, we have seen that this has repeated
itself in history. This is simply a catechesis on the Word of God
expressed in the Letter of Saint Paul to the Galatians; nothing else.
This must always be kept in mind. And in the previous catecheses
we saw how the Apostle Paul shows the first Christians of Galatia
how dangerous it is to leave the path they started to travel by
welcoming the Gospel. Indeed, the risk is that of giving in to
formalism, which is one of the temptations that leads to hypocrisy,
which we spoke about last time. Giving in to formalism, and denying
the new dignity they received: the dignity of those redeemed by
Christ. The passage we have just heard is the beginning of the
second part of the Letter. So far, Paul has spoken of his life and his
vocation: of how God’s grace  transformed his existence, placing it
completely at the service of evangelisation. At this point, he directly
challenges  the Galatians: he places before them the choices they
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have made and their current condition, which could nullify the
experience of grace they had lived.

And the terms the Apostle uses to address the Galatians are
certainly not polite: we have heard them. In the other Letters it is
easy to find  expressions such as “brothers” or “dear friends”; not
here, because he is angry. He says “Galatians” generically and, on
no less than two occasions, calls them “foolish”, which is not a
polite term. Foolish, senseless, and many things he can say…. He
does so not because they are not intelligent, but because, almost
without realizing it, they risk losing the faith in Christ that they had
received with so much enthusiasm. They are foolish because they
are unaware that the danger is that of losing the valuable treasure,
the beauty, of the newness of Christ. The Apostle’s wonder and
sadness are clear. Not without bitterness, he provokes those
Christians into remembering his first proclamation, with which he
offered them the possibility of attaining a new, hitherto unhoped-
for freedom.

The Apostle poses questions to the Galatians, with the intention of
shaking up their consciences: this is why he is so forceful. They
are rhetorical questions, because the Galatians are well aware that
their coming to faith in Christ was the fruit of the grace received
through the preaching of the Gospel. He takes them back to the
starting point of the Christian vocation. The word they had heard
from Paul focused on God’s love, fully manifested in the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Paul could not have found a more convincing
expression than what he had probably repeated to them several
times in his preaching: “it is no longer I who live, but Christ who
lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me”  (Gal 2: 20).
Paul did not want to know anything other than the crucified Christ
(cf. 1 Cor 2: 2). The Galatians must look to this event, without letting
themselves be distracted by other proclamations. In short, Paul’s
intention is to put pressure on Christians so that they could realise
what was at stake, so they would not allow themselves to be
enchanted by the voice of the sirens who wanted to lead them to a
religiosity based solely on the scrupulous observance of precepts.
Because they, the new preachers who had arrived there in Galatia,
had convinced them that they should turn back and also return to
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the precepts they had observed and that led to perfection before
the coming of Christ, which is the gratuitousness of salvation.

Besides, the Galatians understood very well what the Apostle was
referring to. They certainly had experience of the action of the Holy
Spirit in their communities: as in the other Churches, charity and
the various charisms had manifested themselves among them too.
When put to the test, they had to answer that what they had
experienced was the fruit of the newness of the Spirit. At the
beginning of their coming to faith, therefore, was the initiative of
God, not of men. The Holy Spirit had been the agent of their
experience; to put him in the background now in order to give
primacy to their own works - namely, the fulfilment of the precepts
of the Law -would be foolhardy. Holiness comes from the Holy Spirit
and is the gratuitousness of redemption by Jesus: this justifies us.

In this way, Saint Paul invites us too to reflect: how do we live our
faith? Does the love of Christ, crucified and risen again, remain at
the centre of our daily life as the wellspring of salvation, or are we
content with a few religious formalities to salve our consciences?
How do we live our faith? Are we attached to the precious treasure,
to the beauty of the newness of Christ, or do we prefer something
that attracts us momentarily but then leaves us empty inside?  The
ephemeral often knocks at the door during our days, but it is a sad
illusion, which makes us give in to superficiality and prevents us
from discerning what is truly worth living for.

Brothers and sisters, let us however keep the certainty that, even
when we are tempted to turn away, God still continues to bestow
his gifts. Throughout history, even today, things happen that
resemble what happened to the Galatians. Even today, people come
and harangue us, saying, “No, holiness is in these precepts, in
these things, you must do this and that”, and propose an inflexible
religiosity, the inflexibility that takes away from us that freedom in
the Spirit that Christ’s redemption gives us. Beware of the rigidity
they propose to you: be careful. Because behind every inflexibility
there is something bad, which is not the Spirit of God. And for this
reason, this Letter will help us not to listen to these somewhat
fundamentalist proposals that set us back in our spiritual life, and
will help us go ahead in the paschal vocation of Jesus. This is what
the Apostle reiterates to the Galatians, reminding them that the
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Father “supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you”
(3:5). He speaks in the present tense, he does not say “the Father
has supplied you with the Spirit”, chapter 3, verse 5, no: he says —
“supplies”; he does not say, “has worked”, he says “works”. For,
despite all the difficulties we may pose to his action, also despite
our sins, God does not abandon us but rather abides with us in his
merciful love. God is always near us with his kindness. He is like
that father who went up to the terrace every day to see if his son
was returning: the love of the Father never tires of us. Let us ask
for the wisdom to always be aware of this reality, and to turn away
the fundamentalists who propose to us a life of artificial asceticism,
far removed from the resurrection of Christ. Asceticism is necessary,
but wise asceticism, not artificial.

..........................

Wednesday, 8th  September 2021

Catechesis on the Letter to the Galatians: 8. We are children
of God

Brothers and sisters, good morning!

Let us continue our journey in deepening the faith – our faith – in
the light of the Letter of Saint Paul to the Galatians. The Apostle is
insistent with those Christians so they would not forget the novelty
of God’s revelation that had been proclaimed to them. Completely
in agreement with the evangelist John (cf. 1 Jn 3:1-2), Paul
emphasises that faith in Jesus Christ has allowed us to truly become
children of God and also his heirs. We Christians often take for
granted this reality of being God’s children. Instead, it is good to
remember with gratitude the moment in which we became such,
the moment of our baptism, so as to live the great gift we received
with greater awareness. If I were to ask you today, “which of you
knows the exact date of your baptism?” I do not think there would
be too many hands raised…. Yet, it is the day on which we were
saved, it is the day on which we became children of God. Now,
those who do not know it should ask their godparents, their dad,
their mom, an uncle, an aunt: “When was I baptised”? And that
day should be remembered each year: it is the day on which we
became children of God. Agreed? Will you all do this? [Response
from the crowd.] Eh, it is a so-so “yes”. [Laughter]. Let us proceed.
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In fact, once “faith has come” in Jesus Christ (v. 25), a radically
new condition was created that leads to divine sonship. The sonship
of which Paul speaks is no longer a general one involving all men
and women insofar as they are sons and daughters of the same
Creator. No, in the passage we have heard, he affirms that faith
allows us to be children of God “in Christ” (v. 26). This is what is
new. This “in Christ” is what makes the difference. Not just children
of God, like everyone: all men and women are children of God, all
of them, regardless of the religion we embrace. No. But “in Christ”,
this is what makes the difference for Christians, and this happens
only by participating in Christ’s redemption, and in us in the
sacrament of baptism: this is how it begins. Jesus became our
brother, and by his death and resurrection he has reconciled us
with the Father. Anyone who accepts Christ in faith, has “put on”
Christ and his filial dignity through baptism (cf. v. 27). This is what
it says in verse 27.

In his Letters, Saint Paul makes reference to baptism more than
one time. For him, to be baptized was the same as taking part
effectively and truly in the mystery of Jesus. For example, in the
Letter to the Romans, he would even go so far as to say that in
baptism we have died with Christ and have been buried with him
so as to live with him (cf. 6:3-14). Dead with Christ, buried with him
so as to live with him. This is the grace of baptism: to participate in
the death and resurrection of Jesus. Baptism, therefore, is not
merely an external rite. Those who receive it are transformed deep
within, in their inmost being, and possess new life, which is precisely
what allows them to turn to God and call on him with the name of
“Abba”, that is, “daddy”. “Father”? No: “daddy” (cf. Gal 4:6).

The Apostle audaciously confirms that the identity received with
baptism is so completely new that it prevails over the differences
that exist on the ethnic-religious level. That is, he explains it thus:
“There is neither Jew nor Greek”, even on the social plain, “there is
neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female” (Gal 3:28).
We often read these expressions way too quickly, without grasping
the revolutionary value they possess. For Paul, to write to the
Galatians that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek” was
equivalent to an authentic subversion in the ethnic-religious sphere.
By the fact of belonging to a chosen people, the Jew was privileged
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over the pagan (cf. Rom 2:17-20).  – as the Letter to the Romans
says, chapter 2, verses 17 to 20; Paul himself affirms this (cf. Rom
9:4-5). It is not surprising, therefore, that this new teaching by the
Apostle could sound heretical. “What, everyone equal? We are
different!” It sounds a bit heretical, doesn’t it? Even the second set
of equalities, between those who were “free” and those who were
“slaves”, introduced a shocking perspective. The distinction between
slaves and free citizens was vital in ancient society. By law, free
citizens enjoyed all rights, while the human dignity of slaves was
not even recognized. This happens even today. There are many
people in the world, many, millions, who do not have the right to
eat, who do not have the right to education, who do not have the
right to work. They are the new slaves. They are the ones who live
on the margins, who are exploited by everyone. Slavery exists even
today – let us think a little bit about this. Human dignity is denied to
these people. They are slaves. Thus, finally, equality in Christ
overcomes the social differences between the two sexes,
establishing an equality between man and woman which was
revolutionary at the time and which needs to be reaffirmed even
today. This needs to be reaffirmed even today. How many times
we hear expressions that denigrate women! How often we hear:
“But no, do not do anything, those are women’s concerns”. But,
look, men and women have the same dignity. And it has happened
in history, even today, a type of slavery of women: women do not
have the same opportunities as men. We have to read what Paul
says: we are equal in Christ Jesus.

As we can see, Paul confirms the profound unity that exists between
all the baptized, in whatever condition they are bound to, whether
men or women – equal because every one of them is a new creature
in Christ. Every distinction becomes secondary to the dignity of
being children of God, who, through his love, creates a real and
substantial equality. Everyone, through Christ’s redemption and the
baptism we have received, we are all equal: children of God. Equal.

Brothers and sisters, we are, therefore, called in a more positive
way to live a new life that roots its foundational expression in being
children of God. Equal because we are children of God; and children
of God because Christ redeemed us and we attained this dignity
through baptism. It is decisive even for all of us today to rediscover
the beauty of being children of God, to be brothers and sisters
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among ourselves, because we have been united in Christ, who
redeemed us. The differences and contrasts that separation creates
should not exist among believers in Christ. And one of the apostles,
in the Letter of James, says this: “Be aware about differences,
because it is not right that when someone enters the assembly
(that is, the Mass) wearing a gold ring and well-dressed, ‘Ah, come
up here, up here!’, and you give him one of the front seats. Then, if
someone else enters, obviously poor, who can just about cover
himself and you see he is poor, poor, poor, ‘Oh, yeah, you can go
over there in the back’.” We create these differences, many times
unconsciously so. No, we are equal! Rather, our vocation is that of
making concrete and evident the call to unity of the entire human
race (cf Conc. Ecum. Vat. II, Cost. Lumen gentium, 1). Everything
that exacerbates the differences between people, often causing
discrimination – all of this, before God, no longer has any basis,
thanks to the salvation effected in Christ. What is important is that
faith that operates according to the path of unity indicated by the
Holy Spirit. And our responsibility is that of journeying decisively on
along this path of equality, but an equality that is sustained, that
was created by the redemption of Jesus. And do not forget when
you go home: “When was I baptized?” Inquire about out so as to
always have the date in mind. And when the date comes, it can be
celebrated.

Hearty Condolences to
Rev. Fr. Saji Njarackal

September 3rd was a day of sorrow
to Rev. Fr. Saji CM and his family

members who lost their beloved
one, Mr. Chacko Njarackal
(91 years) father of Fr. Saji CM.
Let us all pray for the repose
soul of Mr.Chacko Njarackal

that he may enjoy the everlasting bliss. We the clergy and religious
of Visakhapatnam Archdiocese express our deep sorrow and
heartfelt condolence to our beloved Fr. Saji CM and to all their
family members and relatives.
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Fr. Mariadas Polamarasetty 1
Fr. Rajendra Mamidi 1
Fr. Pushpanadham Annu 1
Fr. Manoj Kumar Boddapati 2
Fr. Francis Pasupuleti 4
Fr. Vemagiri Francis 4
Fr. Agnel Ravindra kumar Eagala 8
Fr. Yandava Alphonse 15
Fr. Velangani Ramesh Kumar Yerra 17
Fr. Lukose Kallakkat 18
Fr. Thomas Pulickal 19
Fr. Prathap Sarisa 20
Fr. Joseph Bandanadam 22
Fr. Chinnappa Kothapalli 25
Fr. Simon Kinthala 28
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The Days To Remember

Many Happy Returns of the Day &  Happy Feast
 To you, Dear Fathers

Birthday

Feastday

Birthday

Feastday
Birthday

NECHROLOGY
“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

2-10-2013 Fr. Ignatius Puthur msfs, 67 years, died at Kerala
05-10-2016 Fr. Luke Cheruvil Msfs, 75 years, died at Visakhapatnam
09-10-1910 Fr. Willaim Power msfs, 66 years, died at Badnera, Maharashtra
11-10-1896 Fr. Anselme Chelvum msfs, 57 years, died at Berhampur, Orissa
13-10-1910 Fr. Francis Decarre msfs, 69 years, died at Vizag
17-10-1904 Fr. Jean Marie Girard msfs, 69 years, died at Amravathi,Maharashtra
18-10-1907 Fr. Ambroise Muffat-Merridol msfs, 31 years, died at Surada, Orissa
20-10-1992 Bro. Tinga Manikya Rao msfs, 44 years, died at Hyderabad
23-10-1979 Fr. Xavier Dias msfs, 84 years, died at Vizag
25-10-1905 Fr. Eugene Gojon msfs, 56 years, died at Rue, France
27-1 0-2005 Fr. Zacharias   Ittiappara, 76  years,  died  in Visakhapatnam
28-10-1975 Fr. Alphonse Barril msfs, 88 years, died at Vizag
29-10-1946 Fr.  Eugene Chevallet msfs, 71  years, died at Bheemunipatnam
30-10-2018 Fr. Jakkana Balashouri, 62 Years, Died at Vizag
31 -10-1 956 Fr. Ravulapalli Joseph, 50 years, died at Vizag
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