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The Pastor Speaks …..
Holy Father Pope Francis declares the
Year of Saint Joseph!!

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis comes always with
some surprises but surprises that enlivens and
regenerates us with positive energies for our life,
helping us live our faith life in the midst of all that keeps happening
around us every day affecting our life and also challenging our life.
One such surprise is the declaration of the “Year of St. Joseph” on
8th December, 2020, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.
He invites us to contemplate on Saint Joseph: his life, his person, his
role and mission in the unfolding the Mystery of Incarnation of the
Only Son of God. For a full year what can we think about this silent
and obedient saint who did not utter a single word? This “just man”
and “obedient man” who headed the “Holy Family,” the Holy Father
says, has many things to tell us. A prayerful look at his life will certainly
contribute towards the renewal of Christian life in general, and more
particularly, renewal of one’s vocation to (married) family life of every
Christian. “With a Father’s heart” is how the document is named and
these are the opening words of this brief but absorbing and simple
Apostolic Letter of the Holy Father, Pope Francis. The immediate
context and reason for the Holy Father’s decision is 150th Anniversary
of the proclamation of Saint Joseph as the Patron of the Universal
Church.

Coming when the Church was in the Advent season and now in the
Christmas season, the Apostolic letter invites us to prayerfully recall,
reflect, and pray along with Saint Joseph, the husband of Mary, of the
House of David, who loved Jesus with a “father’s heart.”   In his own
words the pope expresses the purpose he has in mind, “every member
of the faithful, following his example, may strengthen their life of faith
daily in the complete fulfillment of God’s will.” (QOUTED FROM CNA
NEWS). Holy Father connects also to the Corona virus pandemic by
highlighting the important role of Saint Joseph in the fulfilment of the
God’s plan of salvation in Christ but as one who remained rather a
hidden and ordinary person like scores of people who are serving the
cause of saving the humanity from the onslaught of this pandemic.
He says, “My desire to do so (to write this apostolic letter) increased



3

during these months of pandemic, when we experienced, amid the
crisis, how “our lives are woven together and sustained by ordinary
people, people often overlooked. People who do not appear in
newspaper and magazine headlines, or on the television show, yet
in these very days are surely sharing decisive events of our history.”
Obviously he is referring doctors, nurses, cleaning personnel, care
givers, transport workers, men and women who working to provide
the essential services and public safety!  Here the Pope draws our
attention to the silent and hidden presence and the crucial role of
these people similar to that of Saint Joseph: hidden and un-noticed
but important and essential for the larger cause of the well being of
humanity. The hope expressed by the Holy Father is, “Each of us
can discover in Joseph – the man who goes unnoticed, a daily discreet
and hidden presence – an intercessor, a support and a guide in time
of trouble. Saint Joseph reminds us that those who apprear hidden
or remain in the shadows can play an incomparable role in the history
of salvation. A word of recognition and gratitude is due to them all.”
(Closing sentences of the introduction to the apostolic letter).

We should take time to read the Apostolic Letter given here, a simple
but profound words the Holy Father presenting Saint Joseph,
highlighting his life and his God-given mission, his disposition and
dedication, and the silent just man that he was. The Apostolic Letter
highlights the contribution of Saint Joseph towards the fulfilment
of the plan of salvation by remaining a person who listened and
responded to the revelation of God’s will and plan. In the coming
weeks we shall draw up some plans to respond to the call of the
Holy Father to observe this year reflecting on Joseph for the renewal
of our own call and our commitment to fulfil the mission God entrusts
to us – be it priests and religious, be it lay people in different walks
of life. A slow and prayerful reading  of  this  Apostolic  Letter,  Patris
Corde,  will also give us to make some plans to meaningfully observe
the Year of Saint Joseph, individually and collectively, in the parish
or the sub-stations in the parish or in the families!

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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APOSTOLIC LETTER

PATRIS CORDE
OF THE HOLY FATHER

FRANCIS

ON THE 150th ANNIVERSARY
OF THE PROCLAMATION OF SAINT JOSEPH

AS PATRON OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH

WITH A FATHER’S HEART: that is how Joseph loved Jesus, whom
all four Gospels refer to as ”the son of Joseph”.

Matthew and Luke, the two Evangelists who speak most of Joseph,
tell us very little, yet enough for us to appreciate what sort of father
he was, and the mission entrusted to him by God’s providence.

We know that Joseph was a lowly carpenter (cf. Mt 13:55), betrothed
to Mary (cf. Mt 1:18; Lk 1:27). He was a “just man” (Mt 1:19), ever
ready to carry out God’s will as revealed to him in the Law
(cf. Lk 2:22.27.39) and through four dreams (cf. Mt 1:20; 2:13.19.22).
After a long and tiring journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, he beheld
the birth of the Messiah in a stable, since “there was no place for
them” elsewhere (cf. Lk 2:7). He witnessed the adoration of the
shepherds (cf. Lk 2:8-20) and the Magi (cf. Mt 2:1-12), who
represented respectively the people of Israel and the pagan peoples.

Joseph had the courage to become the legal father of Jesus, to whom
he gave the name revealed by the angel: “You shall call his name
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” (Mt 1:21). As we
know, for ancient peoples, to give a name to a person or to a thing,
as Adam did in the account in the Book of Genesis (cf. 2:19-20), was
to establish a relationship.

In the Temple, forty days after Jesus’ birth, Joseph and Mary offered
their child to the Lord and listened with amazement to Simeon’s
prophecy concerning Jesus and his Mother (cf. Lk 2:22-35). To
protect Jesus from Herod, Joseph dwelt as a foreigner in Egypt
(cf. Mt 2:13-18). After returning to his own country, he led a hidden
life in the tiny and obscure village of Nazareth in Galilee, far from
Bethlehem, his ancestral town, and from Jerusalem and the Temple.
Of Nazareth it was said, “No prophet is to rise” (cf. Jn 7:52) and indeed,
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (cf. Jn 1:46). When,
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during a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Joseph and Mary lost track of the
twelve-year-old Jesus, they anxiously sought him out and they found
him in the Temple, in discussion with the doctors of the Law
(cf. Lk 2:41-50).

After Mary, the Mother of God, no saint is mentioned more frequently
in the papal magisterium than Joseph, her spouse. My Predecessors
reflected on the message contained in the limited information
handed down by the Gospels in order to appreciate more fully his
central role in the history of salvation. Blessed Pius IX declared him
“Patron of the Catholic Church”, Venerable Pius XII proposed him
as “Patron of Workers” and Saint John Paul II as “Guardian of the
Redeemer”. Saint Joseph is universally invoked as the “patron of a
happy death”.

Now, one hundred and fifty years after his proclamation as Patron
of the Catholic Church by Blessed Pius IX (8 December 1870), I
would like to share some personal reflections on this extraordinary
figure, so close to our own human experience. For, as Jesus says,
“out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Mt 12:34).
My desire to do so increased during these months of pandemic,
when we experienced, amid the crisis, how “our lives are woven
together and sustained by ordinary people, people often overlooked.
People who do not appear in newspaper and magazine headlines,
or on the latest television show, yet in these very days are surely
shaping the decisive events of our history. Doctors, nurses,
storekeepers and supermarket workers, cleaning personnel,
caregivers, transport workers, men and women working to provide
essential services and public safety, volunteers, priests, men and
women religious, and so very many others. They understood that
no one is saved alone… How many people daily exercise patience
and offer hope, taking care to spread not panic, but shared
responsibility. How many fathers, mothers, grandparents and
teachers are showing our children, in small everyday ways, how to
accept and deal with a crisis by adjusting their routines, looking
ahead and encouraging the practice of prayer. How many are
praying, making sacrifices and interceding for the good of all”. Each
of us can discover in Joseph – the man who goes unnoticed, a
daily, discreet and hidden presence – an intercessor, a support and
a guide in times of trouble. Saint Joseph reminds us that those who
appear hidden or in the shadows can play an incomparable role in
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the history of salvation. A word of recognition and of gratitude is
due to them all.

1. A beloved father

The greatness of Saint Joseph is that he was the spouse of Mary
and the father of Jesus. In this way, he placed himself, in the words
of Saint John Chrysostom, “at the service of the entire plan of
salvation”.

Saint Paul VI pointed out that Joseph concretely expressed his
fatherhood “by making his life a sacrificial service to the mystery of
the incarnation and its redemptive purpose. He employed his legal
authority over the Holy Family to devote himself completely to them
in his life and work. He turned his human vocation to domestic love
into a superhuman oblation of himself, his heart and all his abilities,
a love placed at the service of the Messiah who was growing to
maturity in his home”.

Thanks to his role in salvation history, Saint Joseph has always
been venerated as a father by the Christian people. This is shown
by the countless churches dedicated to him worldwide, the
numerous religious Institutes, Confraternities and ecclesial groups
inspired by his spirituality and bearing his name, and the many
traditional expressions of piety in his honour. Innumerable holy men
and women were passionately devoted to him. Among them was
Teresa of Avila, who chose him as her advocate and intercessor,
had frequent recourse to him and received whatever graces she
asked of him. Encouraged by her own experience, Teresa
persuaded others to cultivate devotion to Joseph.

Every prayer book contains prayers to Saint Joseph. Special prayers
are offered to him each Wednesday and especially during the month
of March, which is traditionally dedicated to him.

Popular trust in Saint Joseph is seen in the expression “Go to Joseph”,
which evokes the famine in Egypt, when the Egyptians begged
Pharaoh for bread. He in turn replied: “Go to Joseph; what he says
to you, do” (Gen 41:55). Pharaoh was referring to Joseph the son of
Jacob, who was sold into slavery because of the jealousy of his
brothers (cf. Gen 37:11-28) and who - according to the biblical account
- subsequently became viceroy of Egypt (cf. Gen 41:41-44).
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As a descendant of David (cf. Mt 1:16-20), from whose stock Jesus
was to spring according to the promise made to David by the prophet
Nathan (cf. 2 Sam 7), and as the spouse of Mary of Nazareth, Saint
Joseph stands at the crossroads between the Old and New
Testaments.

2. A tender and loving father

Joseph saw Jesus grow daily “in wisdom and in years and in divine
and human favour” (Lk 2:52). As the Lord had done with Israel, so
Joseph did with Jesus: he taught him to walk, taking him by the
hand; he was for him like a father who raises an infant to his cheeks,
bending down to him and feeding him (cf. Hos 11:3-4).

In Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of God: “As a father has
compassion for his children, so the Lord has compassion for those
who fear him” (Ps 103:13).

In the synagogue, during the praying of the Psalms, Joseph would
surely have heard again and again that the God of Israel is a God of
tender love, who is good to all, whose “compassion is over all that
he has made” (Ps 145:9).

The history of salvation is worked out “in hope against hope”
(Rom 4:18), through our weaknesses. All too often, we think that
God works only through our better parts, yet most of his plans are
realized in and despite our frailty. Thus Saint Paul could say: “To
keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated.
Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave
me, but he said to me: ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is
made perfect in weakness’” (2 Cor 12:7-9).

Since this is part of the entire economy of salvation, we must learn
to look upon our weaknesses with tender mercy.

The evil one makes us see and condemn our frailty, whereas the
Spirit brings it to light with tender love. Tenderness is the best way
to touch the frailty within us. Pointing fingers and judging others are
frequently signs of an inability to accept our own weaknesses, our
own frailty. Only tender love will save us from the snares of the
accuser (cf. Rev 12:10). That is why it is so important to encounter
God’s mercy, especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, where
we experience his truth and tenderness. Paradoxically, the evil one
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can also speak the truth to us, yet he does so only to condemn us.
We know that God’s truth does not condemn, but instead welcomes,
embraces, sustains and forgives us. That truth always presents itself
to us like the merciful father in Jesus’ parable (cf. Lk 15:11-32). It
comes out to meet us, restores our dignity, sets us back on our feet
and rejoices for us, for, as the father says: “This my son was dead
and is alive again; he was lost and is found” (v. 24).

Even through Joseph’s fears, God’s will, his history and his plan
were at work. Joseph, then, teaches us that faith in God includes
believing that he can work even through our fears, our frailties and
our weaknesses. He also teaches us that amid the tempests of
life, we must never be afraid to let the Lord steer our course. At
times, we want to be in complete control, yet God always sees the
bigger picture.

3. An obedient father

As he had done with Mary, God revealed his saving plan to Joseph.
He did so by using dreams, which in the Bible and among all ancient
peoples, were considered a way for him to make his will known.

Joseph was deeply troubled by Mary’s mysterious pregnancy. He
did not want to “expose her to public disgrace”, so he decided to
“dismiss her quietly” (Mt 1:19).

In the first dream, an angel helps him resolve his grave dilemma:
“Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” (Mt 1:20-
21). Joseph’s response was immediate: “When Joseph awoke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him” (Mt 1:24).
Obedience made it possible for him to surmount his difficulties and
spare Mary.

In the second dream, the angel tells Joseph: “Get up, take the child
and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you;
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him” (Mt 2:13).
Joseph did not hesitate to obey, regardless of the hardship involved:
“He got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to
Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod” (Mt 2:14-15).

In Egypt, Joseph awaited with patient trust the angel’s notice that
he could safely return home. In a third dream, the angel told him
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that those who sought to kill the child were dead and ordered him
to rise, take the child and his mother, and return to the land of Israel
(cf. Mt 2:19-20). Once again, Joseph promptly obeyed. “He got up,
took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel” (Mt 2:21).

During the return journey, “when Joseph heard that Archelaus was
ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there. After being warned in a dream” – now for the fourth time –
“he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in
a town called Nazareth” (Mt 2:22-23).

The evangelist Luke, for his part, tells us that Joseph undertook the
long and difficult journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem to be
registered in his family’s town of origin in the census of the Emperor
Caesar Augustus. There Jesus was born (cf. Lk 2:7) and his birth,
like that of every other child, was recorded in the registry of the
Empire. Saint Luke is especially concerned to tell us that Jesus’
parents observed all the prescriptions of the Law: the rites of the
circumcision of Jesus, the purification of Mary after childbirth, the
offering of the firstborn to God (cf. 2:21-24).

In every situation, Joseph declared his own “fiat”, like those of Mary
at the Annunciation and Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.

In his role as the head of a family, Joseph taught Jesus to be obedient
to his parents (cf. Lk 2:51), in accordance with God’s command
(cf. Ex 20:12).

During the hidden years in Nazareth, Jesus learned at the school
of Joseph to do the will of the Father. That will was to be his daily
food (cf. Jn 4:34). Even at the most difficult moment of his life, in
Gethsemane, Jesus chose to do the Father’s will rather than his
own, becoming “obedient unto death, even death on a cross”
(Phil 2:8).  The author of the Letter to the Hebrews thus concludes
that Jesus “learned obedience through what he suffered” (5:8).

All this makes it clear that “Saint Joseph was called by God to serve
the person and mission of Jesus directly through the exercise of
his fatherhood” and that in this way, “he cooperated in the fullness of
time in the great mystery of salvation and is truly a minister of
salvation.”
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4. An accepting father

Joseph accepted Mary unconditionally. He trusted in the angel’s
words.  ”The nobility of Joseph’s heart is such that what he learned
from the law he made dependent on charity. Today, in our world
where psychological, verbal and physical violence towards women
is so evident, Joseph appears as the figure of a respectful and
sensitive man. Even though he does not understand the bigger
picture, he makes a decision to protect Mary’s good name, her
dignity and her life. In his hesitation about how best to act, God
helped him by enlightening his judgment”.

Often in life, things happen whose meaning we do not understand.
Our first reaction is frequently one of disappointment and rebellion.
Joseph set aside his own ideas in order to accept the course of
events and, mysterious as they seemed, to embrace them, take
responsibility for them and make them part of his own history. Unless
we are reconciled with our own history, we will be unable to take a
single step forward, for we will always remain hostage to our
expectations and the disappointments that follow.

The spiritual path that Joseph traces for us is not one that explains,
but accepts. Only as a result of this acceptance, this reconciliation,
can we begin to glimpse a broader history, a deeper meaning. We
can almost hear an echo of the impassioned reply of Job to his
wife, who had urged him to rebel against the evil he endured: “Shall
we receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?”
(Job 2:10).

Joseph is certainly not passively resigned, but courageously and
firmly proactive. In our own lives, acceptance and welcome can be
an expression of the Holy Spirit’s gift of fortitude. Only the Lord can
give us the strength needed to accept life as it is, with all its
contradictions, frustrations and disappointments.

Jesus’ appearance in our midst is a gift from the Father, which
makes it possible for each of us to be reconciled to the flesh of our
own history, even when we fail to understand it completely.

Just as God told Joseph: “Son of David, do not be afraid!” (Mt 1:20),
so he seems to tell us: “Do not be afraid!” We need to set aside all
anger and disappointment, and to embrace the way things are, even
when they do not turn out as we wish. Not with mere resignation but
with hope and courage. In this way, we become open to a deeper
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meaning. Our lives can be miraculously reborn if we find the courage
to live them in accordance with the Gospel. It does not matter if
everything seems to have gone wrong or some things can no longer
be fixed. God can make flowers spring up from stony ground. Even
if our heart condemns us, “God is greater than our hearts, and he
knows everything” (1 Jn 3:20).

Here, once again, we encounter that Christian realism which rejects
nothing that exists. Reality, in its mysterious and irreducible
complexity, is the bearer of existential meaning, with all its lights
and shadows. Thus, the Apostle Paul can say: “We know that all
things work together for good, for those who love God” (Rom 8:28).
To which Saint Augustine adds, “even that which is called evil (etiam
illud quod malum dicitur)”. In this greater perspective, faith gives
meaning to every event, however happy or sad.

Nor should we ever think that believing means finding facile and
comforting solutions. The faith Christ taught us is what we see in
Saint Joseph. He did not look for shortcuts, but confronted reality
with open eyes and accepted personal responsibility for it.

Joseph’s attitude encourages us to accept and welcome others as
they are, without exception, and to show special concern for the
weak, for God chooses what is weak (cf. 1 Cor 1:27). He is the
“Father of orphans and protector of widows” (Ps 68:6), who
commands us to love the stranger in our midst.  I like to think that it
was from Saint Joseph that Jesus drew inspiration for the parable
of the prodigal son and the merciful father (cf. Lk 15:11-32).

5. A creatively courageous father

If the first stage of all true interior healing is to accept our personal
history and embrace even the things in life that we did not choose,
we must now add another important element: creative courage.
This emerges especially in the way we deal with difficulties. In the
face of difficulty, we can either give up and walk away, or somehow
engage with it. At times, difficulties bring out resources we did not
even think we had.

As we read the infancy narratives, we may often wonder why God
did not act in a more direct and clear way. Yet God acts through
events and people.  Joseph was the man chosen by God to guide
the beginnings of the history of redemption. He was the true “miracle”
by which God saves the child and his mother. God acted by trusting
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in Joseph’s creative courage. Arriving in Bethlehem and finding no
lodging where Mary could give birth, Joseph took a stable and, as
best he could, turned it into a welcoming home for the Son of God
come into the world (cf. Lk 2:6-7). Faced with imminent danger from
Herod, who wanted to kill the child, Joseph was warned once again
in a dream to protect the child, and rose in the middle of the night to
prepare the flight into Egypt (cf. Mt 2:13-14).

A superficial reading of these stories can often give the impression
that the world is at the mercy of the strong and mighty, but the “good
news” of the Gospel consists in showing that, for all the arrogance
and violence of worldly powers, God always finds a way to carry out
his saving plan. So too, our lives may at times seem to be at the
mercy of the powerful, but the Gospel shows us what counts. God
always finds a way to save us, provided we show the same creative
courage as the carpenter of Nazareth, who was able to turn a problem
into a possibility by trusting always in divine providence.

If at times God seems not to help us, surely this does not mean that
we have been abandoned, but instead are being trusted to plan, to
be creative, and to find solutions ourselves.

That kind of creative courage was shown by the friends of the
paralytic, who lowered him from the roof in order to bring him to
Jesus (cf. Lk 5:17-26). Difficulties did not stand in the way of those
friends’ boldness and persistence. They were convinced that Jesus
could heal the man, and “finding no way to bring him in because of
the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed
through the tiles into the middle of the crowd in front of Jesus. When
he saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven you’” (vv.
19-20). Jesus recognized the creative faith with which they sought
to bring their sick friend to him.

The Gospel does not tell us how long Mary, Joseph and the child
remained in Egypt. Yet they certainly needed to eat, to find a home
and employment. It does not take much imagination to fill in those
details. The Holy Family had to face concrete problems like every
other family, like so many of our migrant brothers and sisters who,
today too, risk their lives to escape misfortune and hunger. In this
regard, I consider Saint Joseph the special patron of all those forced
to leave their native lands because of war, hatred, persecution and
poverty.
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At the end of every account in which Joseph plays a role, the Gospel
tells us that he gets up, takes the child and his mother, and does
what God commanded him (cf. Mt 1:24; 2:14.21). Indeed, Jesus and
Mary his Mother are the most precious treasure of our faith.

In the divine plan of salvation, the Son is inseparable from his Mother,
from Mary, who “advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, and faithfully
persevered in her union with her Son until she stood at the cross”.
We should always consider whether we ourselves are protecting
Jesus and Mary, for they are also mysteriously entrusted to our own
responsibility, care and safekeeping. The Son of the Almighty came
into our world in a state of great vulnerability. He needed to be
defended, protected, cared for and raised by Joseph. God trusted
Joseph, as did Mary, who found in him someone who would not only
save her life, but would always provide for her and her child. In this
sense, Saint Joseph could not be other than the Guardian of the
Church, for the Church is the continuation of the Body of Christ in
history, even as Mary’s motherhood is reflected in the motherhood
of the Church. In his continued protection of the Church, Joseph
continues to protect the child and his mother, and we too, by our
love for the Church, continue to love the child and his mother.

That child would go on to say: “As you did it to one of the least of
these who are members of my family, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40).
 Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering or dying person, every
stranger, every prisoner, every infirm person is “the child” whom
Joseph continues to protect. For this reason, Saint Joseph is invoked
as protector of the unfortunate, the needy, exiles, the afflicted, the
poor and the dying.  Consequently, the Church cannot fail to show a
special love for the least of our brothers and sisters, for Jesus showed
a particular concern for them and personally identified with them.
From Saint Joseph, we must learn that same care and responsibility.
We must learn to love the child and his mother, to love the sacraments
and charity, to love the Church and the poor. Each of these realities
is always the child and his mother.

6. A working father

An aspect of Saint Joseph that has been emphasized from the time
of the first social Encyclical, Pope Leo XIII’s Rerum Novarum, is his
relation to work. Saint Joseph was a carpenter who earned an honest
living to provide for his family. From him, Jesus learned the value,
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the dignity and the joy of what it means to eat bread that is the fruit
of one’s own labour.

In our own day, when employment has once more become a burning
social issue, and unemployment at times reaches record levels even
in nations that for decades have enjoyed a certain degree of
prosperity, there is a renewed need to appreciate the importance of
dignified work, of which Saint Joseph is an exemplary patron.

Work is a means of participating in the work of salvation, an
opportunity to hasten the coming of the Kingdom, to develop our
talents and abilities, and to put them at the service of society and
fraternal communion. It becomes an opportunity for the fulfilment
not only of oneself, but also of that primary cell of society which is
the family. A family without work is particularly vulnerable to
difficulties, tensions, estrangement and even break-up. How can
we speak of human dignity without working to ensure that everyone
is able to earn a decent living?

Working persons, whatever their job may be, are cooperating with
God himself, and in some way become creators of the world around
us. The crisis of our time, which is economic, social, cultural and
spiritual, can serve as a summons for all of us to rediscover the value,
the importance and necessity of work for bringing about a new
“normal” from which no one is excluded. Saint Joseph’s work reminds
us that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work. The loss
of employment that affects so many of our brothers and sisters, and
has increased as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, should serve as
a summons to review our priorities. Let us implore Saint Joseph the
Worker to help us find ways to express our firm conviction that no
young person, no person at all, no family should be without work!

7. A father in the shadows

The Polish writer Jan Dobraczyñski, in his book The Shadow of the
Father, tells the story of Saint Joseph’s life in the form of a novel.
He uses the evocative image of a shadow to define Joseph. In his
relationship to Jesus, Joseph was the earthly shadow of the heavenly
Father: he watched over him and protected him, never leaving him
to go his own way. We can think of Moses’ words to Israel: “In the
wilderness… you saw how the Lord your God carried you, just as
one carries a child, all the way that you travelled” (Deut 1:31). In a
similar way, Joseph acted as a father for his whole life.
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Fathers are not born, but made. A man does not become a father
simply by bringing a child into the world, but by taking up the
responsibility to care for that child. Whenever a man accepts
responsibility for the life of another, in some way he becomes a father
to that person.

Children today often seem orphans, lacking fathers. The Church
too needs fathers. Saint Paul’s words to the Corinthians remain
timely: “Though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not
have many fathers” (1 Cor 4:15). Every priest or bishop should be
able to add, with the Apostle: “I became your father in Christ Jesus
through the Gospel” (ibid.). Paul likewise calls the Galatians: “My
little children, with whom I am again in travail until Christ be formed
in you!” (4:19).

Being a father entails introducing children to life and reality. Not
holding them back, being overprotective or possessive, but rather
making them capable of deciding for themselves, enjoying freedom
and exploring new possibilities. Perhaps for this reason, Joseph is
traditionally called a “most chaste” father. That title is not simply a
sign of affection, but the summation of an attitude that is the opposite
of possessiveness. Chastity is freedom from possessiveness in
every sphere of one’s life. Only when love is chaste, is it truly love.
A possessive love ultimately becomes dangerous: it imprisons,
constricts and makes for misery. God himself loved humanity with
a chaste love; he left us free even to go astray and set ourselves
against him. The logic of love is always the logic of freedom, and
Joseph knew how to love with extraordinary freedom. He never
made himself the centre of things. He did not think of himself, but
focused instead on the lives of Mary and Jesus.

Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift. In
him, we never see frustration but only trust. His patient silence was
the prelude to concrete expressions of trust. Our world today needs
fathers. It has no use for tyrants who would domineer others as a
means of compensating for their own needs. It rejects those who
confuse authority with authoritarianism, service with servility,
discussion with oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power
with destruction. Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself,
which is the fruit of mature sacrifice. The priesthood and consecrated
life likewise require this kind of maturity. Whatever our vocation,
whether to marriage, celibacy or virginity, our gift of self will not come
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to fulfilment if it stops at sacrifice; were that the case, instead of
becoming a sign of the beauty and joy of love, the gift of self would
risk being an expression of unhappiness, sadness and frustration.

When fathers refuse to live the lives of their children for them, new
and unexpected vistas open up. Every child is the bearer of a unique
mystery that can only be brought to light with the help of a father
who respects that child’s freedom. A father who realizes that he is
most a father and educator at the point when he becomes “useless”,
when he sees that his child has become independent and can walk
the paths of life unaccompanied. When he becomes like Joseph,
who always knew that his child was not his own but had merely
been entrusted to his care. In the end, this is what Jesus would
have us understand when he says: “Call no man your father on
earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven” (Mt 23:9).

In every exercise of our fatherhood, we should always keep in mind
that it has nothing to do with possession, but is rather a “sign”
pointing to a greater fatherhood. In a way, we are all like Joseph: a
shadow of the heavenly Father, who “makes his sun rise on the evil
and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust”
(Mt 5:45). And a shadow that follows his Son.

* * *
“Get up, take the child and his mother” (Mt 2:13), God told Saint
Joseph.

The aim of this Apostolic Letter is to increase our love for this great
saint, to encourage us to implore his intercession and to imitate his
virtues and his zeal.

Indeed, the proper mission of the saints is not only to obtain miracles
and graces, but to intercede for us before God, like Abraham[26] and
Moses, and like Jesus, the “one mediator” (1 Tim 2:5), who is our
“advocate” with the Father (1 Jn 2:1) and who “always lives to make
intercession for [us]” (Heb 7:25; cf. Rom 8:34).

The saints help all the faithful “to strive for the holiness and the
perfection of their particular state of life”. Their lives are concrete
proof that it is possible to put the Gospel into practice.

Jesus told us: “Learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart”
(Mt 11:29). The lives of the saints too are examples to be imitated.
Saint Paul explicitly says this: “Be imitators of me!” (1 Cor 4:16). By
his eloquent silence, Saint Joseph says the same.
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Before the example of so many holy men and women, Saint Augustine
asked himself: “What they could do, can you not also do?” And so he
drew closer to his definitive conversion, when he could exclaim: “Late
have I loved you, Beauty ever ancient, ever new!”

We need only ask Saint Joseph for the grace of graces: our
conversion.

Let us now make our prayer to him:

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

To you God entrusted his only Son;

in you Mary placed her trust;

with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,

show yourself a father

and guide us in the path of life.

Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,

and defend us from every evil. Amen.

Given in Rome, at Saint John Lateran, on 8 December, Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the
year 2020, the eighth of my Pontificate.

Franciscus

LET  US  PRAY

The Holy Father’s prayer intention:

Intention for evangelization- Human fraternity May the Lord
give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers

and sisters of other religions, praying for one another,
open to all.
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ENGAGEMENTS
JANUARY  2021
1st New Year Day, St.Anthony  Church, Maharanipeta Parish, at 7:00 a.m.
3rd Installation of Archbishop Poola Anthony, Hyderabad, Mass at 5:00 p.m.
6th St. Francis Xavier Church Blessing, Gollapurolu Parish, Mass at 10:30 a.m.
7th Village Chapel Blessing, Gollapontha, Mandapeta Parish, Mass at 10:00 a.m.
11th The Holy Mass, Holy Crass Sisters, Vizag, at 6:00 p.m.
13th Presbytery Blessing and Feast Day Mass, Kothakota Parish, at 10:30 a.m.
14th Final Profession, Sisters of St. Joseph of Annecy, Waltair R.S, 10.30 a.m.

Infant Jesus Feast, Seethamdhara Parish, Mass at 5:00 p.m.
15th First Anniversary of Divine Mercy Church, Yesupuram, Mass at 11:00 a.m.
16th Silver Jubilee of Sr. Shoba, St. Joseph's Hospital, Mary Land, Mass at

11:00 am
17th Mass & Confirmations, St. Joseph's Church, Waltair R.S.  at 7:30 a.m.
18th  - 22nd  Clergy Retreat for Vizag Urban and East Godavari Denary Priests
23rd Priestly Ordination of Bro. Anand TOR, Our Lady of Assumption Church,

Seethanagaram  Parish, Mass at 10:00 a.m.
24th Village Chapel Blessing, Eethamanivalasa, Pachipenta Parish, Mass

at 10:30 a.m.
26th Feast Day Mass at Muralinagar parish, at 6:30 p.m.
28th Village Chapel blessing, Nelaprathipadu, Daksharama Parish, Mass at 10:30 a.m.
30th Infant Jesus Feast, Bobbili Parish, Mass at 6:00 p.m.
31st Divya Karunya Mandapam Blessing, Badangi Parish, Mass at 10:00

a.m.
FEBRUARY  2021
1st - 5th Clergy Retreat for Vizag Rural and Vizianagaram Denary Priests
6th Mass & Confirmations, Christ the King Parish, Ukkunagaram, Mass at 6:30 p.m.
7th Feast Mass at Kondadabalu Parish, Mass at 9:30 a.m.
8th First Profession of Adoration Monastery, Gnanapuram, Mass at 10:30 a.m.
10th Gunadala Feast, Vijayawada, Mass at 5:30 p.m.
11th Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, Prathipadu  Parish, Mass at 3:00 p.m.
14th Feast Mass, St. Joan of Arc Church, Rajahmundry Parish, at 5:00 p.m.
15th Village Chapel blessing, Chelluru, Ramachandrapuram, Mass at 10:00 a.m.

Village Chapel blessing, Venturu, Ramachandrapuram, Mass at 5:00 p.m.
22nd - 26th TCBC Meetings, Hyderabad

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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COMMUNICATIONS
1. I wish you all A HAPPY AND BLESSED NEW YEAR, 2021! I

hope you all had a good and meaningful celebration in spite of
the restrictions prevailing due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. May
the grace and blessings received in this Joyful Season give us
the strength to live through the New Year, 2021, ready to face
and cope with what this New Year is going to offer! In faith and
hope let us move forward counting on the assurance of God's
protection and guidance.

2. Recollection for the clergy for the month of January will be at
the deanery level. For the Visakhapatnam Urban and East
Godavari deaneries it is left to the respective deaneries to have
or not, as there is a retreat from 18th to 22nd January 2021.
The deans will make the necessary arrangements regarding
the date and place of the recollection.

3. The annual retreat for the pastoral clergy in the Visakhapatnam
urban deanery and East Godavari deanery is from 18th (arrival
17th evening) to 22nd (afternoon) January. All the priests making
retreat should try to come on time and be involved in the the
entire program of all the days. If someone from Vizianagaram or
Visakhapatnam rural deaneries want to join in this retreat for
some valid reason, please inform the secretary so that the room
and accommodation arrangements can be taken care in advance.

4. Jyothirmai Sunday is to be observed on 31st January 2021 with
the theme that is suggested for reflection and prayer. As you
know self-reliant church involved in the evangelizing mission of
the Church has been promoted by the Jyothirmai Society in the
past three decades. We are still far from the goal of a self-
reliant and self-supporting church at the diocese, parish, and in
the towns or villages! Please dwell over these matters during
the Jyothirmai Sunday Liturgy.

5. Unity Octave from 18th to 25th January: As in the many years,
the Church is inviting us all to pray for the Unity of Christians all
over the world, with the main theme based on the words of Our
Lord: "Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit" ( Jn 15:
5-19).   In our country this unity among all the Christian believers
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and Churches we belong should be all the more concerned
about unity among ourselves. Different identities we Christians
have because of the particular Church we belong making us to
think and function separately. This separation is hurting us in
two ways: among us we are not able to come together and
before the public, people of other religious traditions, and before
the government personnel or political parties we are seen as a
divided community. Some sections are totally negative and
prejudiced. Even in matters related to minority status this
disunity stands as a problem. The situation of disunity though
seems insurmountable has to be our concern and with hope
we keep praying for the promotion of "Ecumenical spirit" among
all the Christians. In this spirit, I want all the parish priests to
have at least one day a fellowship gathering along with the
pastors and leaders of the Christian communities to reflect and
pray on this theme of "Unity of all believers." Please make use
of the material printed in this Newsletter, in Telugu and English,
and conduct prayers for Christian Unity.

6. I would like to remind you about the Annual Returns forms to
be duly filled and submitted to the office of the secretary at the
earliest possible. The data to be given is that of the calendar
year, 2020 and it is in continuation of the data submitted in the
previous year, 2019. Let us have the credit of submitting on
time and for this everyone has to be conscious that one should
not be cause for the delay. Fr. Naresh, the Secretary will be in
touch with you and all should cooperate with prompt response
to reminder as soon as possible. If some have not taken the
forms from the secretary's office, please contact the secretary
to obtain the same.

† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam
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† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

Newly formed Priests’ Council, (SENATE)  2021
Ex-Officio members:

1. Fr. Balashowry Duggimpudi – Vicar General

2. Fr. John Prakash Jonnada – Chancellor

3. Fr. Varghese Chaparath  - Procurator

Elected Members:
1. Fr. Jacob Karachira

2. Fr. Thomas Elavunkal

3. Fr. Mariaratnam Yejjala

4. Fr. Jesudas Mycherla

5. Fr. Jeevan Babu Puvvala

6. Fr. Mariadas Chintada

7. Fr. Jaya Raju Dondaparthi

8. Fr. Velangini Innai Sekhar Sabbavarapu

9. Fr. Peter Simhadri

10. Fr. Paul Killada

11. Fr. Rayappa  Kakada TOR (Religious)

Nominated Members:

1. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy, MSFS, Provincial of Andhra Province

2. Fr. Joseph Prabhakar Pathivada – Rector of the Minor Seminary
and in-charge of seminarians

3. Fr. Ratna Kumar – Secretary, Vizagapatam Diocesan Society
and DGM

4. Fr. Prakash Arji, Director of Pastoral Center and Divyavani Zonal
and Diocesan co-ordinator

5. Fr. Velangini Suman Pradeep Arinana, Judicial Vicar of the
Archdiocese

Yours sincerely,
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COLLEGE OF CONSULTERS, 2021

1. Fr. Balashowry Duggimpudi – Vicar General

2. Fr. John Prakash Jonnada – Chancellor

3. Fr. Varghese Chaprath  - Procurator

4. Fr. Chinnappa Reddy, MSFS

5. Fr. Thomas Elavunkal

6. Fr. Mariaratnam Yejjala

7. Fr. Ratna Kumar Polamarasetty

8. Fr. Jeevanbabu Puvvala

9. Fr. Velangini Innai Sekhar Sabbavarapu

10. Fr. Peter Simhadri

LIST OF HEADS OF THE  COMMISSIONS / OFFICES, 2021

1. Jyothirmai, BCC, and Commission Proclamation
- Fr. Prakash Arji. Director of Pastoral Center.

2. Commission for Youth  - Fr. Prakash Arji

3. Commission for Catechetics - Fr. Prakash Arji

4. Commission for Liturgy - Fr. Prakash Arji

5. Commission for Seminary, Clergy and Religious: - In charge of
Seminarians - Fr. Joseph   Prabhakar Pathivada Rector of St.
Ann's Minor Seminary

6. Commission for Education: Fr. Ratna Kumar Polamarasetti

7. Commission for Social Communications and Amruthavani:
Fr. Prakash Arji

8. Divyavani Zonal Coordinator: Fr. Prakash Arji

9. Commission for Labour: Fr. John Prakash Jonnada, Director,
VDSSS

10. Commission for Prison Ministry: Fr. Jacob Reddy, MSFS

11. Commission for Bible: Fr. Jeevan Babu Puvvala

12. Commission for Canon Law and Legislative texts:

Fr. Velangini Suman Pradeep Arinana

13. Commission for SC/ST/ BC Classes:
Fr. John Prakash Jonnnada
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† Prakash Mallavarapu
Archbishop of Visakhapatnam

14. Commission for Ecumenism and Inter-Religious Dialogue:

Fr. Raju Gongada.

15. Commission for Family: Fr. Raj Kumar Chitikila

16. Commission for Women: Sr. Sajitha, St. Ann's Luzern

17. Conference of Diocesan Priest of India (CDPI), Secretary of
Priests Council (Senate)

18. Vincent De Paul Society, Spiritual Advisor:

Fr. Balashowry Duggimpudi.

19. Legion of Mary, Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Prakhash Arji.

20. Catholic Charismatic Renewal, Diocesan Coordinator:

Fr. Jesudas Mycherla.
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1. Active participation
and support for Ross
Hill, Visakhapuri Mary
Matha Feast: I cordially
thank all the youth and
members of different
pious associations who
volunteered for all the
nine days of novena and
on the feast day. A special mass was offered on 7th (last Day of
novena) for all the pious Associations.

2. Youth Meet at
Mangalapalem:
On 13-12-2020, Sunday,
half-day Youth  Meet was
conducted in Mangalapalem
Parish. More than 80
members participated very
actively in the program. We
thank Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Joseph Kochuchira for initiating
such meetings and inviting us to speak with the youth of the
parish. We also thank the sisters who gave accommodation
and provided all facilities.

3. Youth meet at
Mandapeta:
On 15-12-2020, Tuesday,
a full day Youth Meet was
conducted in Mandapeta
parish. More than 150
youth participated in the
meeting and they were
very active and vibrant.
The Parish Priest asked us to clarify their spiritual and scriptural
doubts as they were being misled by the Protestant Christian

PASTORAL CENTRE

News
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communities around. Ms. Ramani Dhanaraj did an extensive
Session on personality development and stressed on the point
of meaning of life with Jesus. Jesus Youth conducted Praise
and Worship and meaningful adoration. We thank the Parish
Priest Rev. Fr. Ratnakar for arranging such a meeting for the
youth. We also thank the sisters for making all the arrangements.

4. Installation of
new Parish Pastoral
Council at
Madhurawada :
On 20-12-2020, Sunday,
installation of Parish
Pastoral Council was
organised on the eve of
the 4th Sunday of
Advent. The celebration started with a solemn procession of
priests along with the newly elected members. The entire
celebration was taken care by elders (singing, readings, Harathi
etc). After the homily the parish priest conducted a small and
meaningful oath ceremony asking the elders to be committed
and faithful in carrying out their responsibilities towards the
parish. We thank the Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Rayappa TOR for
inviting us to participate in the efficacious and very devout
celebration.

5. TAIZE Prayer by Jesus
Youth: On 20-12-2020,
the Jesus Youth
conducted a wonderful
Meditative Praise and
Worship in preparation
for Christmas in the
TAIZE format against a
splendid Red lighted backdrop, where everyone present
experienced the spirit of Christ dwelling in and around us. The
Session took everyone into a higher realm of spiritual experience
through the enthralling music like chants. We thank the Jesus
Youth for making us enjoy the presence of the Lord.
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6. Youth meet at Bobbili:
On 23-12-2020,
Wednesday a Half day
Youth Meet was
conducted in Bobbili
Parish. More than 100
youth participated in
the meeting. The
Parish priest asked us
to enlighten the youth
about the importance of mass and sacraments. The Jesus youth
group conducted praise and worship and Adoration. The youth
meet ended with an attractive Christmas cultural program.
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THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
and throughout the year 2021

Order of  the Celebration
Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (cf. Jn 15:5-9)

L: Leader
C: Congregation
R: Reader

Invitation to prayer
Entrance Hymn – (A hymn invoking the Holy Spirit)

Word of Welcome:
L: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always!

C: And also with you.
R1: Brothers and sisters in Christ, this year the theme of the Week

of Prayer for Christian Unity, chosen by the sisters of the
Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland, is: “Abide in my
love and you shall bear much fruit”.

R2: It is the great desire of God, expressed by Jesus, that we might
come to him and abide in him. He waits for us tirelessly, hoping
that, united to him in love, we will bear fruit that will bring life to
all. Faced with the difference of ‘the other’, we risk withdrawing
into ourselves and seeing only that which separates us. But let
us listen to how Christ calls us to abide in his love, and so bear
much fruit.

R1: In the three moments of prayer that follow, we remember the
call of Christ, we turn to his love, to him who is the centre of our
life. For the path of unity begins in our intimate relationship
with God. Abiding in his love strengthens the desire to seek
unity and reconciliation with others. God opens us up to those
who are different from us. This is an important fruit, a gift of
healing for the divisions within us, between us, and in the world.

L: In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, you are the vinedresser who cares for us with love. You
call on us to see the beauty of each branch united to the vine,
the beauty of each person. And yet, too often the differences in
others make us afraid. We withdraw into ourselves. Our trust
in you is forsaken. Enmity develops between us. Come and
direct our hearts toward you once again. Grant us to live from
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your forgiveness so that we may be together and praise your
name.

Litany of Praise:
C: You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory

to you!
R1: We sing your praise in the midst of the world and among all

peoples,

R2: We sing your praise in the midst of creation and among all
creatures.

C:  You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory
to you!

R1: We sing your praise among suffering and tears,

R2: We sing your praise among promises and achievements.

R1: We sing your praise in the places of conflict and
misunderstanding;

R2: We sing your praise in the places of encounter and reconciliation.

C:  You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory
to you!

R1: We sing your praise in the midst of rifts and divisions,

R2: We sing your praise in the midst of life and death, the birth of a
new heaven and a new earth.

C:  You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory
to you!

First Vigil - Abiding in Christ: The unity of the whole person
Psalm: 103
Reading: Jn 15:1-17
Response: Hymn
Short silence (approximately 1 minute)

Intercessions:
L: God of love, through Christ you said to us: “You did not choose

me but I chose you”. You seek us, you invite us to receive your
friendship and abide in it. Teach us to respond more deeply to
this invitation, and grow in a life that is ever more complete.

C: The joy of our heart is in God.
R2: God of life, you call us to be praise in the midst of the world and

to welcome one another as a gift of your grace. May your loving
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gaze, which rests upon each person, open us to receive each
other just as we are.

C: The joy of our heart is in God.
R1: God who gathers, you knit us together as one vine in your Son

Jesus. May your loving Spirit abide in us at parish meetings and
local ecumenical gatherings. Grant that together we might
celebrate you with joy.

C: The joy of our heart is in God.
R2: God of the one vineyard, you call us to abide in your love in all

we do and say. Touched by your goodness, grant us to be a
reflection of that love in our homes and workplaces. May we
pave the way for bridging rivalries and overcoming tensions.

C:  The joy of our heart is in God.
Action: A time of silence
R1:  Very often we think of prayer as something we do, an activity of

our own. In this short time we are invited to an interior silence,
and to turn aside from all the noise and concerns of our lives
and thoughts. In this silence the action belongs to God. We are
simply called to abide in God’s love, to rest in him.

Silence (approximately 5 minutes)

Hymn:
Second Vigil - The visible unity of Christians
Psalm: 85
Reading: 1 Cor 1:10-13a
Response: Hymn
Short silence (approximately 1 minute)

Intercessions:
L:  Holy Spirit, you create and re-create the church in all places.

Come and whisper in our hearts the prayer which Jesus
addressed to his Father on the eve of his passion: “that they
may all be one … so that the world may believe”.

C: Lord have mercy
R2: Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, light the fire of your love in us so

that suspicions, contempt and misunderstanding cease in the
church. May the walls that separate us fall.

C: Lord have mercy
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R1: Holy Spirit, Consoler of all, open our hearts to forgiveness and
reconciliation and bring us back from our wanderings.

C: Lord have mercy
R2: Lord Jesus, gentle and humble of heart, give us poverty of spirit

so that we may welcome the unexpectedness of your grace.

C: Lord have mercy
R1: Holy Spirit, you never abandon the men, women and children

who are persecuted for their fidelity to the gospel. Give them
strength and courage, and support those who help them.

C: Lord have mercy
Action: Sharing a Sign of Peace
L: The Lord calls us to be united among ourselves. He gives us

his peace and invites us to share it. Let us exchange a sign of
his peace with our neighbours.

(Everyone turns to those near them and offers a sign of peace,
in keeping with their local context.)

Hymn:
Third Vigil - The unity of all peoples and all creation
Psalm: 96
Reading: Rev. 7: 9-12
Response: Hymn
Optional homily
Short silence (approximately 1 minute)

Intercessions:
L:  God of life, you have created every human being in your image

and likeness. We sing your praise for the gift of our many
cultures, expressions of faith, traditions and ethnicities. Grant
us the courage always to stand against injustice and hatred
based on race, class, gender, religion, and fear of those not
like ourselves.

C:  God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope!
R2: Merciful God, you have shown us in Christ that we are one in

you. Teach us to use this gift in the world so that believers of all
faiths in every country may be able to listen to each other and
live in peace.

C:  God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope!
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R1: O Jesus, you came into the world and shared fully in our
humanity. You know the hardships of life for people who suffer
in so many different ways. May the Spirit of compassion move
us to share our time, life and goods with all those in need.

C:  God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope!
R2: Holy Spirit, you hear the fury of your wounded creation and the

cries of those already suffering from climate change. Guide us
toward new behaviours. May we learn to live in harmony as part
of your creation.

C:  God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope!
Action: Moving to the centre… and out to the world (inspired by

a text of Dorotheus of Gaza)

R1:  We are called to be ministers of God’s healing and reconciling
love. This work can only be fruitful when we abide in God, as
branches of the true vine which is Jesus Christ. As we come
closer to God we draw closer to one another. Imagine a circle
drawn on the ground. Imagine that this circle is the world.

(The designated persons stand up and form a circle around a
central candle.)

R2: The centre represents God, and the paths to the centre are
different ways people live. When people living in this world,
desiring to draw closer to God, walk toward the centre of the
circle...

(The persons take several steps toward the centre.)

R1: … to the extent that they move closer to the centre, to God, they
move closer to one another. And the closer they come to one
another….

(The persons move to the centre together.)

R2: … the closer they come to God.

(When the candle-bearers reach the centre they each light their
candle. As they stand together at the centre all keep a time of
prayer in silence.)

Short Silence (approximately 1 minute)

The Lord’s Prayer:
L: With the words that Jesus taught us, let us now pray together:

C:  Our Father…
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Hymn: Light of God

(During the singing the candle-bearers return and share with the
congregation the light that they have received.)

R1: Spirituality and solidarity are inseparably linked. Prayer and
action belong together. When we abide in Christ, we receive
the Spirit of courage and wisdom to act against all injustice
and oppression. We say together:

C: Pray and work that God may reign.
Throughout your day let the Word of God breathe life into
work and rest.
Maintain inner silence in all things so as to dwell in Christ.
Be filled with the spirit of the Beatitudes: joy, simplicity,
mercy.
(These words are recited daily by the Sisters of the
Grandchamp Community.)

Blessing:
L:  Be one, so that the world may believe! Abide in his love, go into

the world and bear the fruits of this love.

C: May the God of hope fill us with all joy and all peace in
faith, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit. In the name of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Final Hymn.

ECUMENISM  SUNDAY  MASS  LITURGY
24-01-2021

INTRODUCTION:

Today we are celebrating the Ecumenism Sunday. The Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity in 2021 was prepared by the Monastic
Community of Grandchamp. The theme that is chosen, “Abide in
my love and you shall bear much fruit”, is based on John 15:1-17
and expresses Grandchamp Community’s vocation to prayer,
reconciliation and unity in the church and the human family. As we
have gathered in this church and throughout the world to pray for
unity of Christians, we are reminded our communion with Jesus
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and with one another. Jesus said to the disciples, “abide in my
love” (Jn 15:9). He abides in the love of the Father (Jn 15:10) and
desires nothing other than to share this love with us: “I have called
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I
have heard from my Father” (Jn 15:15b). Grafted into the vine, which
is Jesus himself, the Father becomes our vinedresser who prunes
us to make us grow. This describes what happens in prayer. The
Father is the centre of our lives, who centres our lives. He prunes
us and makes us whole, and whole human beings give glory to the
Father. When we listen to Jesus his life flows through us. Jesus
invites us to let his word abide in us (John 15:7) and then whatever
we ask will be done for us. By his word we bear fruit. As persons,
as a community, as the entire church, we wish to unite ourselves to
Christ in order to keep his commandment of loving one another as
He has loved us (Jn 15:12).

INTRODUCTION TO THE READINGS:

Today is the 3rd Sunday in the Ordinary Time. The readings proper
of the day are retained.

First Reading: Jon 3: 1-5.10

“Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” It is difficult to
imagine a less elegant prophetic oracle in the Old Testament. There
are brutal messages of judgment and painful indictments throughout
the prophets, and I can think of none so bare of rhetorical flourish
as Jonah’s proclamation, yet this message inspires an entire city
— inhabitants both human and animal — to repent, don sackcloth,
and fast. No other prophet in the Old Testament had such an
overwhelmingly positive response!

Second Reading: 1 Cor 7:29-31

The hope of Christian life whether single or married is not anchored
in the present but Paul reminds Christians in Corinth that life is
short-lived — that is, temporal and evaporating. In some way, this
passage is a clarion call to Christians to be mindful of the parousia
or the second coming of Jesus to which all hope is fixed.

Gospel: Mk 1:14-20

Jesus’ call of engagement in God’s rule is present in two imperatives.
The first is a call “to repent” expresses immediacy at a point in
time; it is time to turn around in response to the call of discipleship.
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This call is followed up with a second imperative “to believe,” which
expresses a continuing response to the obedience of following. The
object of believing is “the good news” of God’s reign present in the
life, death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth (1:15).

HOMILY:
Introduction to each readings given above could be developed to
become an integral part of the homily. A few more points are given
here:

Throughout the Gospels we see Jesus calling people to become
his disciples. Today’s Gospel highlights two such calls by Jesus:
first, the call to repentance and then, the call of the first disciples.
The two, repentance and discipleship, are closely interrelated, as
one leads to the other. Being a disciple of Christ involves giving up
one’s old ways, being transformed or being born again as a new
creation in Jesus. Jesus is not inviting us merely to be onlookers or
just to be better humans. The invitation is to his “disciples”. Who is
a disciple? In simple words, a disciple is the one who learns from
the master. What is discipleship? Discipleship can be understood
as evangelizing oneself by the power of the Holy Spirit. It is opening
our lives to the transforming power of the Holy Spirit, so that every
area of our lives reflects the life of Christ. We know by experience
that evangelizing oneself is a most difficult task. However, unless
and until this happens we cannot become Disciples of Christ.

What is the goal of discipleship? The objective of every disciple of
Jesus is to make Him henceforth the Lord of one’s life. Jesus calls
his first disciples and “… immediately they left their nets and followed
him” (Mk 1, 18) and some “…left their father in the boat with the
hired servants, and followed him” (Mk 1, 20). Until that time their
lives had revolved around boats and nets. These things meant
everything to them. But from now on it is Jesus who will be everything
for them. A Disciple is the one who follows the lifestyle of Jesus.
“…It is enough for the disciple to be like his master” (Matt 10, 25).
When Jesus invited the disciples “follow me”, he was calling them
to follow his life style. By following Jesus, they came to know him,
for he said: “come and see” and thus get transformed by the lifestyle
of Jesus. “…He who says he abides in him ought to walk in the
same way in which he walked” (1 Jn 2,6).

This disciple is called to a radical and profound change of lifestyle
about which St. Paul wrote: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is
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a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come”
(2 Cor 5,17). It is a call to become imitators of our Lord as St. Paul
exhorts us in Ephesians 5, 1: “Be imitators of God, as beloved
children.” Our Lord has given us an example so that we can follow
in his footsteps. He has given us an example so that we may live
our lives as he did. A disciple is one who abides in Jesus. One who
has followed Jesus cannot but be transformed by the lifestyle of
Jesus, imbibe the spirit of Jesus and be firmly rooted in him, who
said: “Abide in me and I in you” (Jn 15,4).

A disciple is the one who serves Jesus out of love and gratitude and
loves him above all else and all others. Jesus says in Jn 14, 21: “He
who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves
me…” A disciple loves his master above everything else. He is the
one who leaves everything to follow the Master and make him the
source, the centre and the summit of his life. “No one can serve two
masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will
be devoted to the one and despise the other…” (Matt 6, 24). Why
does Jesus call us? What is the purpose of his call? To reveal to us
the Father. Jesus wants us to know the Father. A disciple should
have a Trinitarian relationship. Jesus came to reveal the Father.
Jesus is the way to the Father. He says: “If you had known me, you
would have known my Father also” (Jn 14, 7).

Jesus calls us so that we may come know the Father through him
and experience the Father’s tender and compassionate love. In order
to bear fruit. Jesus calls us to be his disciples so that we may bear
fruit. Just as a tree is known by its fruit, similarly a disciple is known
by the fruit he produces. “Bear much fruit, so shall you be my
disciples” (Jn 15, 8). To share the Master’s cross. A disciple is called
to carry his cross daily. St. Paul exhorts us: “For it has been granted
to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him
but also suffer for his sake…” (Phil 1, 29). A disciple does not run
away from the cross, because in the end, as St. John Paul II said in
his Apostolic Exhortation, Ecclesia in Asia “It is martyrdom which
reveals to the world the very essence of the Christian message”.
Programs of formation and strategies for evangelization are good
and they are needed, but they are not sufficient! (Ecclesia in Asia
§49). The word “martyr” itself means “witness”, and those who have
shed their blood for Christ have borne the ultimate witness to the
values of the Gospel. To make disciples. The Lord called a few
fishermen and made them his disciples in order that they might go
and make many more disciples for Christ. Christ has given us the
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explicit command to do what he himself has done: “Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you…” (Matt 28,19); “if you love me feed
my sheep” (Jn 21,15). Similarly, St. Paul exhorts us: “(…) the things
which you heard teach to the faithful” (2 Tim 2,2).

Following Jesus, therefore, is a risky job for it demands a decision
of complete abandonment. It is to walk on the narrow path, to walk
through the narrow gate. We cannot achieve God’s best for our life
until we have made this decision to abandon comfort and follow the
inner voice of the Lord. When Jesus first spoke to the Twelve, they
felt a deep stirring in their hearts. They knew that they were at a
crossroads. They could either continue to follow the conventional
path they were familiar with or they could leave family and friends
behind, recklessly abandoning everything in order to follow Jesus.

A great enemy of our soul in the modern world is the divided heart.
Jesus called his disciples to enlist in his training school. Taking a
‘partial load’ wasn’t an option. His disciples needed 24x7 experience
in order to immerse themselves in their ministry. In doing so Jesus
had to be their focus, their full attention had to be cantered on him.
So, despite the constraints of our modern schedule, we too need to
strive to attain that seriousness of discipleship that Jesus wants.
Risk taking fosters dependence. Jesus forced his disciples to depend
upon God. He said to them: “Take nothing for your journey…” (Lk
9,3); “Go your way, behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of
wolves”; “Sell your possession and give alms…” (Lk 12, 32). Jesus
is restoring his kingdom on earth and he is inviting us to take part in
this noble task. Oftentimes we as disciples want to build the kingdom
by our own strength and resources and in accordance with our own
planning. Jesus entrusted to his disciples his ministry but he provided
them with no material resources. They were to depend on God for
everything, for their most basic physical needs.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL :
Celebrant: Brothers and sisters let us raise our hearts and minds to
our heavenly Father who is the source and the symbol of all unity.
Let us place before him our divided communities and implore Him
to heal the wounds of division that we have inflicted on the Body of
Christ and grant us the gift of unity.

Response: Lord, hear our prayer.
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We pray for our Holy Father Pope Francis who is the symbol of
Unity. May God bless his efforts to bring all Christians into one fold
under one Shepherd. Let us pray to the Lord:

We pray for all those who have dedicated their lives to strive for
unity among the Christians. May God reward their selfless efforts
and speed up the realization of their dream of unity among all those
who profess their faith in Christ. Let us pray to the Lord:

We pray for the Christians of all the churches, denominations and
ecclesial communities who are persecuted for their faith in Christ in
different parts of the world. May their martyrdom and testimony inspire
all Christians to seek unity with urgency. Let us pray to the Lord:

We pray for all the churches in India. We pray that all the walls of
division that have been erected by us in the name of rites, languages,
regions, castes and colour may be erased and we all learn and
practice to look to Christ as our one and the only Shepherd. Let us
pray to the Lord:

We pray for our parish community that we may feel the pain of division
and realize the need of praying for the unity of all Christians. Let us
pray to the Lord:

Celebrant: God our loving Father, look kindly upon your children
who implore you for the gift of unity in the Mystical Body of your Son,
especially in India. May the prayers offered during this Week of Prayer
and especially today be acceptable to you. We make this prayer
through Christ Our Lord.

People: Amen.

"The pastoral Conversion of the Parish Community
a document from  the Congregation for the Clergy"

(Continued... last news letter)

VIII. b. Parish Administrator

75.  If it is not possible to proceed immediately with the appointment
of the Parish Priest, the appointment of Parish Administrators107
must be done only in conformity with what is established in the
canonical norms108.

In effect, the office is essentially transitory and is exercised  while
awaiting the appointment of the new Parish Priest. For this
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reason, it is illegitimate for the diocesan Bishop to appoint a
Parish Administrator and to leave him in that position for an
extended period of time, more than a year, or even permanently,
in order to avoid the appointment of a Parish Priest.

As experience shows, this solution is often adopted in order to
circumvent the requirements of the law regarding the principle
of stability for the Parish Priest, which constitutes a violation,
with harm to both the mission of the priest and that of the
community itself. Because of the uncertainty about the presence
of a pastor, the Parish is not able to program far-reaching
evangelisation plans and must limit its pastoral care to mere
preservation.

VIII. c. Priests in solidum

76.  As a further possibility, "where circumstances so require,
the pastoral care of a parish, or of a number of parishes together,
can be entrusted to several priests jointly"109. Such a solution
can be adopted when, at the Bishop's discretion, concrete
circumstances require it so, particularly for the good of the
communities concerned, through shared and more effective
pastoral action, and to promote a spirituality of communion
among priests110.

In such cases, the group of priests, in communion with the other
members of the Parish community, act in common deliberation,
the Moderator being a primus inter pares among the other
priests, all of whom are, to all intents and purposes, Parish
Priests.

77.  It is strongly recommended that each community of priests, to
whom the pastoral care of one or more Parishes is entrusted in
solidum, should draw up internal rules so that each priest can
better carry out the tasks and functions to which he is assigned.
The Moderator is responsible for coordinating the joint work of
the Parish or Parishes entrusted to the group. Moreover, as
their juridical representative112, he is to coordinate the exercise
of the faculty to assist at marriages, grant dispensations, as
would Parish Priests113, and give a report to the Bishop on all
the activities of the group114.
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VIII. d. Parochial Vicar

78. Additionally, a priest may be appointed as a Parochial Vicar
(also called an Assistant Priest, a Curate, an Associate Pastor,
etc.) with responsibility for a sector of pastoral care (the youth,
the elderly, the sick, associations, confraternities, formation,
catechesis, etc.) across different parishes, or to assist with the
entire ministry, or only part of it, in one parish;115.

With regard to a Parochial Vicar being assigned to several
Parishes, which have different Parish Priests, it will be necessary
to explain and describe, in the decree of appointment, the tasks
entrusted to him in relation to each Parish community, as well as
the type of collaboration to be had with each Parish Priest in terms
of his residence, sustenance and the celebration of Holy Mass.

VIII. e. Deacons

79.  Deacons are ordained ministers, incardinated in a Diocese, or
in some other ecclesial reality that has the faculty to do so116.
They are collaborators of the Bishop and the priests in a singular
mission of evangelisation and with the specific task, by virtue of
the Sacrament received, to "serve the People of God in the
ministries of the liturgy, the word and charity"117.

80. In order to safeguard the identity of deacons, with a view to
promoting their ministry, Pope Francis highlighted several risks
related to how the nature of the diaconate is understood: "But
we must be careful not to see deacons as half-priests, half-
laymen. […] Likewise, the image of the deacon as a sort of
intermediary between the faithful and pastors is inappropriate.
Neither halfway between priests and laypeople, nor halfway
between pastors and faithful. There is the danger of clericalism:
the deacon who is too clerical […] And another temptation is
functionalism: it is a help that the priest has for this or that"118.

In that same address, the Holy Father offered some clarifications
regarding the specific role of deacons within the ecclesial
community: "The diaconate is a specific vocation, a family
vocation that requires service […] This word is the key to
understanding your charism. Service as one of the characteristic
gifts of the people of God. The deacon is, so to say, the custodian
of service in the Church. Every word must be carefully measured.
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You are the guardians of service in the Church: service to the
Word, service to the Altar, service to the poor"119.

 81. Teaching on the diaconate has evolved significantly over the
centuries. Its resumption at the Second Vatican Council coincided
with a doctrinal clarification and expansion, which no longer
"limited" the diaconate to charitable service alone or defined it,
as did the Council of Trent, as transitional and almost exclusively
identified with liturgical service. The Second Vatican Council
specified that it is a degree of the Sacrament of Holy Orders and
that, consequently, deacons "strengthened by sacramental grace,
in communion with the bishop and his group of priests […], serve
in the diaconate of the liturgy, of the word, and of charity to the
people of God"120.

The post-conciliar reception takes up what was established by
Lumen Gentium, further elucidating how the office of deacons is
a participation in the Sacrament of Holy Orders, albeit to a
different degree. In an audience with participants at the
International Congress on the Diaconate, Paul VI reaffirmed that
the deacon serves Christian communities "in proclaiming the
Word of God, in sacramental ministry and in the exercise of
charity"121. In turning to the Acts of the Apostles (6:1-6), it would
appear that the seven chosen men are destined only for table
service, in reality, the same biblical Book recounts how Stephen
and Philip carried out the "diaconia of the Word" in their own
right. Therefore, as collaborators of the Twelve and of Paul, they
exercised their ministry in two areas: evangelisation and charity.

There are many ecclesial tasks, therefore, that can be entrusted
to a deacon, namely, all those that do not involve the full care of
souls122. The Code of Canon Law, however, determines which
offices are reserved to the priest and those that can also be
entrusted to the lay faithful, while there is no indication of any
particular office in which the deacon's ministry can find specific
expression.

82. In any case, the history of the diaconate recalls that it was
established within the framework of a ministerial vision of the
Church, as an ordained ministry at the service of the Word and
of charity; this latter context includes the administration of goods.
The twofold mission of the deacon is expressed in the liturgical
sphere, where he is called to proclaim the Gospel and to serve
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at the Eucharistic table. These references can help identify the
specific tasks of a deacon, adding value to that which is proper
to the diaconate, with a view to promoting the diaconal ministry.

VIII. f. Consecrated men and women

83. Oftentimes, within the Parish community, there are persons
belonging to the consecrated life. "This is not a reality external
to or independent of the life of the local Church; rather it
constitutes a particular way of being in the midst of the local
Church, which is marked by the radicalness of the Gospel and
which possesses its own specific gifts"123. Moreover, integrated
into the community with clerics and laity, consecrated life "is
located within the charismatic dimension of the Church […] The
spirituality of the Institutes of Consecrated Life can become for
both the lay faithful and the priest a significant resource enabling
them to live their own proper vocation"124.

84. The contribution that consecrated men and women can bring to
the evangelising mission of the Parish community is derived
firstly, from their "being", that is, from the witness of a radical
following of Christ through the profession of the evangelical
counsels, and only secondly from their "doing", that is, from the
works carried out in accordance with the charism of each Institute
(for example, catechesis, charity, formation, youth ministry, care
of the sick)

VIII. g. The Laity

85. The Parish community is composed in a particular way of the
lay faithful127, who, by virtue of their Baptism and the other
Sacraments of Christian initiation, and in many cases by
matrimony128, participate in the evangelising action of the
Church, since "the essential vocation and mission of the lay
faithful is to strive that earthly realities and all human activity
may be transformed by the Gospel"129.

      In a particular way, the lay faithful, who have a specific secular
character, "seek the Kingdom of God by engaging in temporal
affairs and by ordering them according to the plan of God"130.
They "can also feel themselves called, or be called, to work
with their pastors in the service of the ecclesial community for
its growth and life, by exercising a great variety of ministries
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according to the grace and charisms which the Lord is pleased
to give them"131.

86. The lay faithful are called upon in our present age to make a
generous commitment to the service of the mission of
evangelisation, first of all through the general witness of their
daily lives, lived in conformity with the Gospel, in whatever
environment they are in and at every level of responsibility; in a
particular way, they are called to place themselves at the service
of the Parish community132.

VIII. h. Other forms of assigning pastoral care

87. There is a further way for the Bishop to provide for the pastoral
care of a community, as can be seen from can. 517 §, 2, when
it is not possible to appoint a full-time Parish Priest or a Parish
Administrator, due to a shortage of priests. In such pastorally
problematic circumstances, in order to sustain Christian life and
to continue the evangelising mission of the community, the
diocesan Bishop may entrust the pastoral care of a Parish to a
deacon, to a consecrated religious or layperson, or even to a
group of persons (e.g., Religious Institute, Association)133.

88. Those entrusted with participation in the exercise of the pastoral
care of the community will be directed by a priest with legitimate
faculties, who will act as a "Moderator of Pastoral Care", with
the powers and functions of a Parish Priest, albeit without an
office with its duties and rights.

It should be remembered that we are dealing here with an
extraordinary form of entrusting pastoral care, due to the
impossibility of appointing a Parish Priest or a Parish
Administrator, which is not to be confused with the ordinary active
cooperation of the lay faithful in assuming their responsibilities.

89. In view of this extraordinary remedy, the People of God should
be adequately prepared in this regard, cognisant that it is a
temporary and not a permanent measure134. The correct
understanding and application of this canon requires that this
exceptional provision "be used only with strict adherence to
conditions contained in it. These are: a) ob sacerdotum penuriam
and not for reasons of convenience or ambiguous "advancement
of the laity" […]; b) this is participatio in exercitio curae pastoralis
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and not directing, coordinating, moderating or governing the
Parish; these competencies, according to the canon, are the
competencies of a priest alone"135.

90. In order to ensure a successful outcome in the assignment of
pastoral care according to canon 517, §2136, certain criteria must
be observed. Since this is an extraordinary and temporary pastoral
solution137, the only canonical cause that makes recourse to it
legitimate, is a lack of priests to provide pastoral care for the
Parish community in the appointment of a Parish Priest or Parish
Administrator. Furthermore, it would be preferable to appoint one
or more deacons over consecrated men and women or laypersons
for directing this kind of pastoral care138.

91. At any rate, the coordination of pastoral activity organised in this
way falls to the priest who is appointed as the Moderator by the
diocesan Bishop; this priest alone has the powers and faculties
proper to the Parish Priest; the other members of the faithful,
on the other hand, have "a share in the exercise of the pastoral
care of a Parish"139.

92. The deacon, together with those who have not received Holy
Orders and who participate in the exercise of pastoral care, are
to perform only those functions which correspond to their
respective status as deacons or lay faithful, ensuring that "the
original properties of diversity and complementarity of the
charisms and functions of ordained ministers and the lay faithful
must be carefully observed and respected since these are proper
to the Church and are willed by God for its organisation"140.

93.  Finally, in the decree by which he appoints the Moderator Priest,
it is strongly recommended that the Bishop would set out, at
least briefly, the reasons why it has become necessary to apply
this extraordinary form to the assignment of pastoral care to
one or more Parish communities, together with the kinds of
ministry that the priest in charge will exercise.

(to be continued... next news letter)
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MIDNIGHT MASS
SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

HOLY MASS

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS
POPE FRANCIS

Thursday, 24 December 2020

Tonight, the great prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled:
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given” (Is 9:6).

To us a son is given.  We often hear it said that the greatest joy in life
is the birth of a child.  It is something extraordinary and it changes
everything.  It brings an excitement that makes us think nothing of
weariness, discomfort and sleepless nights, for it fills us with a great,
incomparable happiness.  That is what Christmas is: the birth of Jesus
is the “newness” that enables us to be reborn each year and to find,
in him, the strength needed to face every trial.  Why?  Because his
birth is for us – for me, for you, for all of us, for everyone.  ”For” is a
word that appears again and again on this holy night: “For us a child
is born”, Isaiah prophesied.  “For us is born this day a Saviour”, we
repeated in the Psalm.  Jesus “gave himself for us” (Tit 2:14), Saint
Paul tells us, and in the Gospel the angel proclaims: “For to you is
born this day a Saviour” (Lk 2:11).  For me, for you.

Yet what do those words – for us – really mean?   They mean that
the Son of God, the one who is holy by nature, came to make us, as
God’s children, holy by grace.  Yes, God came into the world as a
child to make us children of God.  What a magnificent gift!  This
day, God amazes us and says to each of us: “You are amazing”. 
Dear sister, dear brother, never be discouraged.  Are you tempted
to feel you were a mistake?  God tells you, “No, you are my child!” 
Do you have a feeling of failure or inadequacy, the fear that you will
never emerge from the dark tunnel of trial?  God says to you, “Have
courage, I am with you”.  He does this not in words, but by making
himself a child with you and for you.  In this way, he reminds you
that the starting point of all rebirth is the recognition that we are
children of God.  This is the starting point for any rebirth.  This is the
undying heart of our hope, the incandescent core that gives warmth
and meaning to our life.  Underlying all our strengths and weaknesses,
stronger than all our past hurts and failures, or our fears and concerns
about the future, there is this great truth: we are beloved sons and
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daughters.  God’s love for us does not, and never will, depend upon
us.  It is completely free love.  Tonight cannot be explained in any
other way: it is purely grace.  Everything is grace.  The gift
is completely free, unearned by any of us, pure grace.  Tonight,
Saint Paul tells us, “the grace of God has appeared” (Tit 2:11). 
Nothing is more precious than this.

To us a son is given.  The Father did not give us a thing, an object;
he gave his own only-begotten Son, who is all his joy.  Yet if we
look at our ingratitude towards God and our injustice towards so
many of our brothers and sisters, a doubt can arise.  Was the Lord
right in giving us so much?  Is he right still to trust us?  Does he not
overestimate us?  Of course, he overestimates us, and he does
this because he is madly in love with us.  He cannot help but love
us.  That is the way he is, so different from ourselves.  God always
loves us with a greater love than we have for ourselves.  This is his
secret for entering our hearts.  God knows that the only way to
save us, to heal us from within, is by loving us: there is no other
way.  He knows that we become better only by accepting
his unfailing love, an unchanging love that changes us.  Only the
love of Jesus can transform our life, heal our deepest hurts and set
us free from the vicious circles of disappointment, anger and
constant complaint.

To us a son is given.  In the lowly manger of a darkened stable, the
Son of God is truly present.  But this raises yet another question. 
Why was he born at night, without decent accommodation, in poverty
and rejection, when he deserved to be born as the greatest of kings
in the finest of palaces?  Why?  To make us understand the
immensity of his love for our human condition: even to touching the
depths of our poverty with his concrete love.  The Son of God was
born an outcast, in order to tell us that every outcast is a child of
God.  He came into the world as each child comes into the world,
weak and vulnerable, so that we can learn to accept our weaknesses
with tender love.  And to discover something important: as he did in
Bethlehem, so too with us, God loves to work wonders through our
poverty.  He placed the whole of our salvation in the manger of a
stable.  He is unafraid of our poverty, so let us allow his mercy to
transform it completely!

This is what it means to say that a son is born for us.  Yet we hear
that word ”for” in another place, too.  The angel proclaims to the
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shepherds: “This will be a sign for you: a baby lying in a manger”
(Lk 2:12).  That sign, the Child in the manger, is also a sign for us,
to guide us through life.  In Bethlehem, a name that means “House
of Bread”, God lies in a manger, as if to remind us that, in order to
live, we need him, like the bread we eat.  We need to be filled with
his free, unfailing and concrete love.  How often instead, in our
hunger for entertainment, success and worldly pleasures, do we
nourish life with food that does not satisfy and leaves us empty
within!  The Lord, through the prophet Isaiah, complained that, while
the ox and the donkey know their master’s crib, we, his people, do
not know him, the source of our life (cf. Is 1:2-3).  It is true: in our
endless desire for possessions, we run after any number
of mangers filled with ephemeral things, and forget the manger of
Bethlehem.  That manger, poor in everything yet rich in love, teaches
that true nourishment in life comes from letting ourselves be loved
by God and loving others in turn.  Jesus gives us the example.  He,
the Word of God, becomes an infant; he does not say a word, but
offers life.  We, on the other hand, are full of words, but often have so
little to say about goodness.

To us a son is given.  Parents of little children know how much love
and patience they require.  We have to feed them, look after them,
bathe them and care for their vulnerability and their needs, which
are often difficult to understand.  A child makes us feel loved but
can also teach us how to love.  God was born a child in order to
encourage us to care for others.  His quiet tears make us realize
the uselessness of our many impatient outbursts; and we have so
many of them!  His disarming love reminds us that our time is not to
be spent in feeling sorry for ourselves, but in comforting the tears of
the suffering.  God came among us in poverty and need, to tell us
that in serving the poor, we will show our love for him.  From this
night onward, as a poet wrote, “God’s residence is next to mine, his
furniture is love” (EMILY DICKINSON, Poems, XVII). 

To us a son is given.  Jesus, you are the Child who makes me a
child.  You love me as I am, not as I imagine myself to be; this I
know!  In embracing you, the Child of the manger, I once more
embrace my life.  In welcoming you, the Bread of life, I too desire to
give my life.  You, my Saviour, teach me to serve.  You who did not
leave me alone, help me to comfort your brothers and sisters, for
you know that, from this night forward, all are my brothers and sisters.

**********
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Offerings Received During  November,
December and Christmas, 2020

1. St Ann's Formation House, Visakhapatnam 10000

2. Pasupuleti  Maria Das (late) & Family 5000

3. Sr. Bridzitine, Bridzitine Sisters   1000

4. Sr. Mathew Annie, Superior, Uttaravalli 2000

5. Vincent De Paul Society, Central Council 10000

6. Canossian Sisters - Visakhapatnam 2000

7. Sisters of Charity :

Visakhapatnam, Narsipatnam, Chintapalli, Boddepall 5000

8. Vkml Books 10000

9. Bridgitine's Sisters : Soldierpet 1000

10. Bridgitine Sisters : Sabbavaram 1000

11. Donor Name is Not Disclosed 30000

12. Visakhapuri Mary Matha Shrine 10000

13. Jubilee School, Gnanapuram 10000

14. St Peter's Cathedral, Gnanapuram 5000

15. Katta Swarna Latha,  Gnanapuram 5000

16. Unknown 5000

17. Lourdhu Matha Church, Saligramapuram 10000

18. St. Ann's Church, Yanam 10000

19. Kristu Jyothi Devalam,

Adduroad, Thimmapuram parish 10000

20. Pinjarugattu,  Drakharama Parish  5000

21. Holy Family Church, Vadlapudi parish 10000

22. Somascan Sisters, Peddagantyada 2000

                                                             TOTAL 1,49,000
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Adieu to our beloved
SR. FREDA

I have fought the fight I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith, henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness
which the lord the righteous judge will award to me that day.

Our Dearest Sr Mary Freda M.C. was born on 15th august in the
village of Parhi Jharkhand, to Mr Samuel Bilung and Rosalia Bilung.
There are two brothers and two sisters, she is the third child. She
joined the Missionaries of Charity at the age of 20 In Ranchi. She
did her formation in Kolkata . She made her 1st vows on 24th may
1948, and Final vows on 24th may 1974. As a junior sister she was
sent to Bengaluru and she served the lord in different houses in
kerala and Karnataka. After the final vows she was in the region of
Mumbai , Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. She served as superior
in Bellari, Hubli, Pancluin(Goa), Nagaland,Warangal and Eluru.

She was joyful and loving sister who had a tender love for the poor
and the sick. Her presence made everyone to feel at home. She
was a hardworking sister and gave herself without counting. She
was always welcoming and caring. She had a special love and
respect for the priests. She had a child confidence in the motherly
love for the blessed virgin. She often says whatever I do I do it for
Jesus because I love him, in times of difficulties she surrender
herself by saying, " Jesus, I can't do it you do it and she always
found god's living providence I all situations. She decided to imitate
the humility of Mary and fixed always to remain humble and hidden.
She was diagnosed with kidney problems in the year 2001, she
was hospitalized and was very sick even at the point of death. For
the treatment she was sent to Madras Medical Mission and she
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was recovered. And she was again sick in the year 2016 the doctors
declared that she is no more and was asked to inform the persons
concerned. But miraculously she returned to life. She celebrated
her golden jubilee in the year of 2018.  She came to Visakhapatnam
on 11th January 2020. In March 2020 she was diagnosed with
Adrance Cancer of the Utres. Doctors informed that nothing more
can be done. Sr Freda accepted her illness and continued to be
joyful, from the month of October she was bedridden and unable
to do anything by herself. In November she received the anointing
og the sick and was responding well. Since yesterday evening she
felt sick and today morning at 5'o clock she was gasping .
Immediately the parish priest was informed and Fr Anand came
and gave the anointing of the sick and received holy communion
at 6.30 am . She peacefully surrendered herself in the loving arms
of her beloved savior.

As she served her spouse Jesus through the heart of his mother,
we commend her to immaculate heart of Mary through this
Eucharistic sacrifice.

Ordination Day

Fr. Peter Senapathi 1 Birthday

Fr. Jesudas Mycherla 2 Birthday

Fr. Jacob Karachira 2 Birthday

Fr. Yugal Kumar Pasupuleti 3 Birthday

Fr. Jojibabu Karanam 4

Fr. Anandarao Jalumuru

Fr. Maripi Pratap 8 Birthday

Fr. Yandava Naresh 19 Birthday

Fr. Agnel Ravindra kumar Eagala 21 Feast day

Fr. A. V.S. Pradeep 26 Birthday

Archbishop Prakash Mallavarapu 29 Birthday

The Days To Remember

Hearty Congratulations &
Many Happy Returns of the Day

To you, Dear Fathers

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y
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POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE

Wednesday, 21 October 2020

Catechesis: 11. The prayer of the Psalms. 2
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

Today, we need to slightly change the way the Audience is conducted
because of the coronavirus. You are separated, with the protection
of masks as well, and I am here, a bit distant and I cannot do what
I always do, come near you, because every time I approach you,
you come together and we lose the distance, and there is the danger
of contagion for you. I apologize for this, but it is for your safety.
Instead of coming near you and shaking your hands and greeting
you, we have to greet each other from a distance, but know that I
am near you with my heart. I hope that you understand why I am
doing this. Also, while the readers were reading the biblical passage,
my attention was caught by that baby boy or girl who was crying.
And I was watching that mum who was cuddling and nursing the
baby and I thought: “this is what God does with us, like that mum”.
With what tenderness she was trying to comfort and nurse the baby.

They are beautiful images. And when this happens in Church, when
a baby cries, one knows there is the tenderness of a mother there,
like today there is the tenderness of a mother who is the symbol of
God’s tenderness with us. Never silence a crying baby in Church,
never, because it is the voice that attracts God’s tenderness. Thank
you for your witness.

Today we complete the catechesis on the prayer of the Psalms. First
of all, we see that a negative figure often appears in the Psalms, that
of the “wicked” person, he or she who lives as if God were not there.
This is the person without any transcendent referent, whose arrogance
has no limits, who fears no judgment regarding what he or she thinks
or does.
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For this reason, the Psalter presents prayer as the fundamental
reality of life. The reference to the absolute and to the transcendent
— which the spiritual masters call the “holy fear of God” — is what
makes us completely human, it is the boundary that saves us from
ourselves, preventing us from venturing into life in a predatory and
voracious manner. Prayer is the salvation of the human being.

There certainly also exists a false prayer, prayer that is said only for
the admiration of others. The person or persons who go to Mass
only to show that they are Catholics or to show off the latest fashion
they bought, or to make a good impression in society. They move
toward false prayer. Jesus strongly admonished against such prayer
(cf. Mt 6:5-6; Lk 9:14). But when the true spirit of prayer is sincerely
received and enters the heart, it then lets us contemplate reality
with God’s very eyes.

When one prays, everything acquires “depth”. This is interesting in
prayer, perhaps something subtle begins but in prayer that thing
acquires depth, it becomes weighty, as if God takes it in hand and
transforms it. The worst service someone can give God and also
mankind is to pray wearily, by rote. To pray like parrots. No, we pray
with the heart. Prayer is the centre of life. If there is prayer, even a
brother, a sister, even an enemy becomes important. An old saying
from the first Christian monks reads: “Blessed the monk who regards
every human being as God, after God” (Evagrius Ponticus, Trattato
sulla preghiera, n. 123). Those who adore God, love his children.
Those who respect God, respect human beings.

And so, prayer is not a sedative to alleviate life’s anxieties; or, in
any case, this type of prayer is certainly not Christian. Rather, prayer
makes each of us responsible. We see this clearly in the “Our Father”
that Jesus taught his disciples.

To learn how to pray this way, the Psalter is a tremendous school.
We saw how the Psalms do not always use refined and genteel
language, and that they often bear the scars of existence. And yet,
all these prayers were first used in the Temple of Jerusalem and
then in the synagogues; even the most intimate and personal
ones. The Catechism of the Catholic Church puts it this way: “The
Psalter’s many forms of prayer take shape both in the liturgy of the
Temple and in the human heart” (n. 2588). And thus, personal prayer
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draws from and is nourished first by the prayer of the people of
Israel, then by the prayer of the Church.

Even the Psalms in the first person singular, which confide the most
intimate thoughts and problems of an individual, are a collective
heritage, to the point of being prayed by everyone and for everyone.
The prayer of Christians has this “breath”, this spiritual “tension”
that holds the temple and the world together. Prayer can begin in the
half light of a church’s nave, but then come to an end on the city
streets. And vice versa, it can blossom during the day’s activities and
reach its fulfillment in the liturgy. The church doors are not barriers,
but permeable “membranes”, willing to receive everyone’s cry.

The world is always present in the Psalter’s prayer. The Psalms,
for example, voice the divine promise of salvation for the weakest:
“Because the poor are despoiled, because the needy groan I will
now arise,” says the Lord;  “I will place him in the safety for which
he longs” (12:5). Or again, they warn about the danger of worldly
riches because “man cannot abide in his pomp, he is like the beasts
that perish” (49:20). Or still, they open the horizon to God’s gaze
over history: “The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nought;
he frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the Lord stands
for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations” (33:10-11).

In short, where there is God, the human person must be there too.
Sacred Scripture is categorical: We love because he loved us first.
He always goes before us. He always awaits us because he loves
us first, he looks at us first, he understands us first. He always
awaits us. If any one says ‘I love God’ and hates his brother, he is a
liar; for he who does not love his own brother who he can see,
cannot love God who he cannot see.

If you pray many rosaries each day but then gossip about others,
and nourish grudges inside, if you hate others, this is pure artifice,
it is not the truth. And this is the commandment we have from him:
“that he who loves God should love his brother also” (1 Jn 4:19-21).
Scripture acknowledges the case of a person who, even while
sincerely seeking God, never succeeds in encountering Him; but it
also states that one can repudiate the tears of the poor only at the
expense of encountering God. God cannot stand the “atheism” of
those who repudiate the divine image that is imprinted in every
human being. That everyday atheism: I believe in God but I keep
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my distance from others and I allow myself to hate others. This is
practical atheism. Not recognizing the human person as the image
of God is a sacrilege, an abomination, the worst offense that can
be directed toward the temple and the altar.

Dear brothers and sisters, the prayers of the Psalms help us not to
fall into the temptation of the “wicked”, that is, of living, and perhaps
also of praying, as if God does not exist, and as if the poor do not
exist.

Wednesday, 28 October 2020

Catechesis on prayer - 12. Jesus, man of prayer
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

Today, in this audience, as we have done in the previous audiences,
I will stay here. I would very much like to come down and greet
each one of you, but we must keep our distance, because if I come
down, then a crowd immediately forms to greet me, and this is
contrary to the measures and the precautions we must take in order
to face this “lady” that is called Covid and harms us so much.
Therefore, please excuse me if I do not come down to greet you: I
will greet you from here but I hold all of you in my heart. And you,
please hold me in your heart, and pray for me. From a distance, we
can pray for each other; thank you for your understanding.

In our itinerary of catechesis on prayer, after travelling through the
Old Testament, we now arrive at Jesus. And Jesus prayed. The
beginning of his public ministry takes place with his baptism in the
River Jordan. The Evangelists are in agreement in attributing
fundamental importance to this episode. They narrate how all the
people came together in prayer, and specify that this gathering had
a clearly penitential nature (cf. Mk 1:5; Mt 3:8). The people went to
John to be baptized, for the forgiveness of sins: it is of a penitential
character, of conversion.

Jesus’ first public act is therefore participation in a choral prayer of
the people, a prayer of the people who went to be baptized, a
penitential prayer, in which everyone recognizes him or herself as
a sinner. This is why the Baptist wishes to oppose it, and says: “I
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” (Mt 3:14). The
Baptist understands who Jesus is. But Jesus insists: His is an act
of obedience to the will of the Father (v. 15), an act of solidarity with
our human condition. He prays with the sinners of the People of
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God. Let us keep this clearly in mind: Jesus is the Righteous One;
he is not a sinner. But he wished to come down to us, sinners, and
he prays with us, and when we pray he is with us, praying; he is with
us because he is in heaven, praying for us. Jesus always prays
with his people, he always prays with us: always. We never pray
alone; we always pray with Jesus. He does not stay on the opposite
side of the river — “I am righteous, you are sinners” — to mark his
difference and distance from the disobedient people, but rather he
immerses his feet in the same purifying waters. He acts as if he
were a sinner. And this is the greatness of God, who sent his Son
and annihilated himself, and appeared as a sinner.

Jesus is not a distant God, and he cannot be so. Incarnation revealed
him in a complete and humanly unthinkable way. Thus, inaugurating
his mission, Jesus places himself at the forefront of a people of
penitents, as if charging himself with opening a breach through which
all of us, after him, must have the courage to pass. However, the
road, the journey, is difficult; but he goes ahead, opening the way.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains that this is the
newness of the fullness of time. It says: “his filial prayer, which the
Father awaits from his children, is finally going to be lived out by the
only Son in his humanity, with and for men” (no. 2599). Jesus prays
with us. Let us keep this clear in our mind and in our heart: Jesus
prays with us.

On that day, on the bank of the River Jordan, there is therefore all of
humanity, with its unexpressed yearning for prayer. There is, above
all, the population of sinners: those who thought they could not be
loved by God, those who did not dare cross the threshold of the
temple, those who did not pray because they did not consider
themselves worthy. Jesus came for everyone, even for them, and
he begins precisely by joining them. At the forefront.

The Gospel of Luke, in particular, highlights the climate of prayer in
which the baptism of Jesus took place: “Now when all the people
were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, the heaven was opened” (3:21). By praying, Jesus opens
the door to the heavens, and the Holy Spirit descends from that
breach. And from on high a voice proclaims the wonderful truth:
“Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I am well pleased” (v. 22). This
simple phrase encloses an immense treasure; it enables us to intuit
something of Jesus’ ministry and of his heart, always turned to the
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Father. In the whirlwind of life and the world that will come to
condemn him, even in the hardest and most sorrowful experiences
he will have to endure, even when he experiences that he has no
place to lay his head (cf. Mt 8:20), even when hatred and persecution
are unleashed around him, Jesus is never without the refuge of a
dwelling place: he dwells eternally in the Father.

This is the unique greatness of Jesus’ prayer: the Holy Spirit takes
possession of his person and the voice of the Father attests that he
is the beloved, the Son in whom he fully reflects himself.

This prayer of Jesus, which on the banks of the River Jordan is
totally personal — and will be thus for all his earthly life — in
Pentecost becomes the grace of prayer for all those baptized in
Christ. He himself obtained this gift for us, and he invites us to pray
as he prayed.

Therefore, if during an evening of prayer we feel sluggish and empty,
if it seems to us that life has been completely useless, we must at
that moment beg that Jesus’ prayer also become our own. “I cannot
pray today, I don’t know what to do: I don’t feel like it, I am unworthy”.
In that moment, it is necessary to entrust ourselves to him so that
he may pray for us, In this moment he is before the Father, praying
for us; he is the intercessor; he shows the wounds to the Father, for
us. Let us trust in this! If we are trustful, we will then hear a voice
from heaven, louder than the voice rising from the depths of
ourselves, and we will hear this voice whispering words of
tenderness: “You are God’s beloved, you are a son, you are the joy
of the Father in heaven”. Precisely for us, for each one of us, echoes
the word of the Father: even if we were rejected by all, sinners of
the worst kind. Jesus did not descend into the waters of the Jordan
for himself, but for all of us. It was the entire People of God who
went to the Jordan to pray, to ask for forgiveness, to receive that
baptism of penance. And as that theologian said, they approached
the Jordan with a “bare soul and bare feet”. This is humility. It takes
humility to pray. He opened the heavens, as Moses had opened
the waters of the Red Sea, so that we could all pass behind Him.
Jesus gave us his own prayer, which is his loving dialogue with the
Father. He gave it to us like a seed of the Trinity, which he wants to
take root in our hearts. Let us welcome him! Let us welcome this gift,
the gift of prayer. Always with him. And we will not err. Thank you.
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“Eternal Rest grant to them, O, Lord;
Let perpetual light shine upon them.

03-01-1901 Fr. Francois Avrillon msfs, 72 years, died at Berhampur
03-01-1901 Fr. John Baptist Adophe Souchon msfs, 57 years, died at Kamptee
05-01-2004 Bro. Isaac Enamattam msfs, 70 years, died in Visakhapatnam
06-01-1973 Fr. John Lawrence msfs, 77 years, died at Visakhapatnam
16-01-2019 Fr. Chacko Arayathinal, 90 years, died at Visakhapatnam
17-01-1995  Fr. Cherian Karukaparambil, 67 years, died at Visakhapatnam
23-01-1991 Fr. Mathew Karianatt, 50 years, died at Paikaraopeta, Vizag
25-01-2008 Bro. Anthony Nedungatt, 80 years, died at Ettumanoor, Kerala.
26-01-1993 Bro. Francis Thekkemyladiyil msfs, 82 years, died at Visakhapatnam
26-01-2017 Fr. George Nellikunnel Msfs, 97 years, died at Vizag
26-01-2017 Zacharias Mannukuzhumpil Msfs, 93 years, died at Vizag
27-01-2001 Bro. Joseph Puthur msfs, 94 years, died at Visakhapatnam
27-01-2002 Bro. Madanu Joji msfs, 76 years, died at Visakhapatnam
29-01-2017 Fr. Velamparambil Ephrem, 79 years, died at Visakhapatnam
30-01-1977 Fr. Sebastian Poondikulam, 79 years, died at Visakhapatnam
31-01-1957 Fr. August Gangloff msfs, 86 years, died at Kakinada

NECHROLOGY
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